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Bosnia shoot-out at dawn 

SAS raid 
nets war 
crimes 
suspects 

From Tom Walker in stari vitez 
and Tom Rhodes in Washington 
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SAS TROOPS joined Dutch 
marines in pre-dawn raids in 
central Bosnia yesterday, ar¬ 
resting two Croats suspected 
of war crimes, one of whom 
was injured in a shoot-out in 
his bedroom. 

, The operation, which was 
planned over several months, 
belied Nate'S claim thar war 
criminals are only arrested 
during the course of normal 
duties for troops of the Bosni¬ 
an Stabilisation Force. 

SAS troops spearheaded the 
raids. The Dutch soldiers had 
been in Bosnia less than a 
week after undergoing spedai 
training in America. 

Nato sources in Sarajevo 
said yesterday’s arrests could 
be the prelude to an operation 
to seize “big fish" war crimes 
suspects still at large, the 
wartime Serb leaders Rado¬ 
van Karadzic and Ratko 
Mladic. Dr Karadzic is in the 
Serb stronghold of Pale and 
General Mladic is in Han 
Pijesak in eastern Bosnia. 

There are about 5,000 Brit¬ 
ish troops involved in the 
Natoned peacekeeping opera¬ 
tion. The Americans have 
about 8.-100 soldiers in Bosnia 
and another 700 in Croatia. 
The Dutch have 1,000 in 
Bosnia. 

The arrests caused turmoil 
in centra] Bosnia, where rela¬ 
tions between Croats and' 
Muslims have deteriorated 
sharply in recent months. In 
the ruined former Muslim- 
dominated village of Ahmiri. 
an angry crowd' of about 100 
Croats' surrounded the hillside 
villa drf Vlatko Kupreskic, the 
39-year old suspect injured in 
the raid. 

A mile away, on the road 
into the region’s main Cro¬ 
atian town, Vitez. another mob 
faced a Dutch military cordon. 
The house of the second sus¬ 
pect. Anto Furundzija. was 
inaccessible. 

Mr Kupreskic’s distraught 
wife. Ljubica, 55. speaking by 
telephone, said troops had 
thrown stun grenades through 
the balcony window of their 
home at about lam. The 
couple awoke in a haze of 
smoke and noise. She said all 


she could remember was that 
shots were being pumped into 
her husband who writhed in 
agony on die floor. 

“There* blood all over die 
place, come and look." she 
screamed. “My husband is no 
criminal, he plays guitar." 

Major Peter Clarke, a Nato 
spokesman in Sarajevo, said 
Mr Kupreskic had opened fire 
with an automatic rifle on the 
troops in his bedroom and 
was shot in the shoulder, arm 
and leg. 

Mr Furundzija apparently 
surrendered without a strug¬ 
gle, and was on his way to The 
Hague as news of die raids 
became known in Sarajevo. 
Mr Kurpeskic was treated at a 
Dutch military hospital before 
he too was taken to The 
Hague. 

Both men have been linked 
with die massacre of Muslims 
in Ahmiri in April 1993, which 
daimed 103 lives. 33 of them 
women and children. Many of 
die victims were burned alive 
as Croats belonging to a 
notorious paramilitary band 
known as “The Jokers", razed 
the village. Mr Furundzija, 
was allegedly the leader of the 
band. 

President Clinton an¬ 
nounced yesterday that Amer¬ 
ican troops would remain in 
Bosnia beyond the June dead¬ 
line for Nato withdrawal, 
prompting immediate protests 
from Republicans cm Capitol 
J-fiii. The derision, which had 
been anticipated for months, 
came days before a scheduled 
12-hour visit by Mr Clinton to 
the US contingent in Bosnia. 

Privately, the White House 
conceded that US forces would 
remain in the Balkans for 
several years. The President 
said he would set no further 
deadline for withdrawal. “The 
progress in Bosnia is unmis¬ 
takable. but it is not yet 
irreversible." he said. “We 
have learnt the hard way in 
this century that Europe's 
stability and America's sec¬ 
urity are joined. If we pull out 
before the job is done. Bosnia 
will almost certainly fall back 
into a war every bit as violent 
as the last one." 
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Katalina Meyer, left, and her friend Zohra Lahrizi fnr whom she went bade into the flames. Both women died 

Socialite dies rescuing friends 


From Tunku Varadarajan in new york 


ONE of New York* richest 
women. Catalina Meyer, was 
ing hailed yesterday as a 
true heroine after she died in 
her burning five-storey man¬ 
sion while trying to save the 
life of an actress friend 
trapped by flames. 

Mrs Meyer, 60. had already 
saved the lives of five other 
people, including her 82-year- 
old husband. AMn. Her death 
has devastated New York 
socialites, for whom she was 
an unequalled hostess. Her 
parties included guests as 
varied as the writer Norman 
Mailer, the supermodel Chris¬ 
ty Ttirlington, and the former 
Nicaraguan leader Daniel 
Ortega. 

Mrs Meyer* art collection, 
said to be worth millions of 
pounds, was also consumed in 
the fire. 

The blaze at the Upper East 
Side mansion — a neo-dassi- 
cal 19th century building listed 
as “notable" by the American 
Institute of Architects, and 
recently valued at $15 million 


(E9J million} was caused by a 
short circuit in Christmas 
tights draped over the facade. 
A spark set fire to the drapes 
in a third floor room at 4am on 
Wednesday. 

Awakened by fumes from 
the fire. Mrs Meyer, who was 
in the master bedroom on the 
same floor, led her husband to 
safety’ down three flights of 
stairs. As the flames began to 
flicker up the stairwell, she 
awakened her three Guatema¬ 
lan servants, urging them to 
save themselves. 

After taking her husband 
outside. Mrs Meyer remem¬ 
bered that Zohra Lahrizi. a 
Moroccan actress and friend, 
was still on the top floor, with 
the daughter of a friend from 
Russia, ignoring the pleas of 
Carlos Ramirez, her butler, 
she pushed her way indoors 
again, intent on saving her 
guests'lives. 

An asthmatic, she struggled 
to the fifth floor just in tune to 
help the Russian woman es¬ 
cape by a fire escape at the 


back of the building. But by 
the time she reached Ms 
Lahrizi's room, they were 
caught in a fire trap. 
Firefighters arrived just as the 
women leapt to their deaths 
from a window, their hair and 
bodies aflame. Both were im¬ 
paled on an iron fence below. 

Thomas Van Essen, New 
York* Fire Commissioner, 
described Mrs Meyer as a 
"true heroine". He said she 
and Ms Lahrizi would have 
jumped from the window 
because “it had to be like an 
oven up there”. 

Yesterday, tributes poured 
in for Mrs Meyer, who also 
had the distinction of being 
one of the first women stock¬ 
brokers on Wall Street. The 
artist Larry Rivers, a particu¬ 
lar friend, many of whose 
works were destroyed in the 
fire, said: “She was a social 
creature beyond belief, feeding 
40 people every weekend. Her 
tables looked like Dutch still 
tifes — 8.000 tilings on the 
table. It was beautiful." 



Firemen at the ruined 
New York mansion 
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Bank chief 
quits over 
tax evasion 

By Alasdaik Murray 

THE chairman of the City 
merchant bank Dresdner 
Kleinwort Benson resigned 
yesterday after allegations of 
lax evasion. 

Hansgeorg Hofmann. 54, 
and just nine months in the 
job. has been under pressure 
to step down after admitting 
that he was negotiating with 
the German tax authontes 
over millions of marks of 
undeclared taxes. 

Under British law. Herr 
Hofmann could have faced an 
investigation by the Bank of 
England, which can remove 
banking directors it does not 
regard as “fit and proper. 

The German case is be¬ 
lieved to centre on undeclared 
proceeds from stock invest¬ 
ments held in Swiss banks, 
but Herr Hofmann, who had 
lived outside Germany for 25 
years, is not subject to a 
criminal invesrigauon.He will 

be replaced by Gerd Hausler, 
his deputy. ~ 


City comment page 27 


Elk test somersault delays 
launch of second new car 

From Deborah Collcutt in frankfurt 


THE German car manufac¬ 
turer Daimler Benz is to delay 
the launch of its new Smart 
model because of safety prob¬ 
lems — only months after 
another model, the Mercedes 
A-Class, flipped over during 
trials. 

The revolutionary two-seat¬ 
er Smart car. developed and 
built by Daimler in partner¬ 
ship with the Swiss watch 
manufacturers SMH — pro¬ 
ducers of Swatch — turned 
over during die same so- 
called “elk tests" as the A- 
Class, forcing engineers to 
return the car TO the factory to 
widen the body: Nicolas 
Hayek, SMH chairman, said 
the Smart car had "failed 
under very extreme cond¬ 
itions". 

The trial was carried out 
after the A-Ciass flipped over 
in October in tests by Scandi¬ 
navian journalists simulating 
the sudden, high speed, brak¬ 
ing turns needed to avoid 
ramming into wild elk. 

Mercedes had already be¬ 


gun delivery of the A-CIass 
when the “elk test" was com¬ 
pleted. but it has now delayed 
die model until February to 
add new safety features, which 
indude lower, wider lyres and 
an electronic stabilising 
device. 

Although the revamped A- 
Ciass has subsequently passed 
an elk test, Mercedes has lost 
thousands of customers who 
cancelled their orders, which. 



Smart: a wider body 
after failing ‘elk test* 


along with the damage to its 
reputation, could cost the com¬ 
pany tens of millions. 

Heads are also likely to roll 
over the latest embar¬ 
rassment. 

“After the problems with the 
A-Class, the technicians put 
the Smart car through every 
imaginable test" said Mr 
Hayek. “We want a perfect car 
and that is why it was better 
now to delay the start of 
deliveries.’’ The delay is ex¬ 
pected to hurt earnings by 
about £111 million. Despite 
this and a 96 pence drop in the 
Daimler share value on the 
Frankfurt DAX yesterday af¬ 
ternoon. the company is stand¬ 
ing by its 1997 profit forecast 
for further growth. 

The delayed launches of 
Daimler’s two latest ventures 
will be measured more in 
terms of bad publicity than 
actual profits and litis recent 
incident raises serious ques¬ 
tions as id why such safety 
problems were not unearthed 
earlier. 



“U'e have a problem — 
all the groom's guests 
want to sit on the right" 


Hindley fights on 

Myra Hindley. the Moors 
murderer, is to fight on for her 
freedom after she failed in her 
attempt to overturn the Home 
Secretary's decision that she 
must die in prison. She will 
now go to ihe Court of 

Appeal —--Page 7 

Spinning trouble 

The Government's message of 
“greater transparency" in 
Europe risks backfiring, 
thanks to the heavy-handed 
tactics oF its media managers 
when dealing with continen¬ 
tal journalists_Page 16 

Leading article, page 21 


Princess and 
Dodi spoke of 
marriage in 
‘last interview’ 

From Ben Macintyre in Paris 


A FRENCH magazine yester¬ 
day published whai ir claims 
was the last interview given by 
Diana. Princess of Wales, and 
Dcdj Fayed. 

The Princess and Fayed are 
quoted at length in FunV 
Match. speaking intimately 
about their relationship and 
the possibility or marriage and 
children. The magazine says 
that the interview was con¬ 
ducted in ihe Cote d'Azur, 
where the Princess and Faved 
were on holiday lasT summer, 
just a few weeks before the car 
crash in which they died in 
Paris on August 31." 

Paris-Match insists “there 
is no doubt about the authen¬ 
ticity” of iis "exclusive” inter¬ 
view but, since the interviewer 
remains anonymous and the 
specific place and rime of the 
meeting have not been given, 
the truth of the report remains 
questionable. 

“My feelings for Dodi are 
deep and 1 believe in the 
sincerity of his own feelings 
... today 1 dream of sincerity 
and love." the Princess is 
quoted as saving. She also 
rejxjrtedly tallied to the name¬ 
less interviewer about the 
"wreckage" of her marriage to 
the Prince of Wales. 

Fayed is reported as saying: 
"I have never known such 
harmony. My dream ... why 
not. in' the end. make a 
marriage of love?" 

When asked about the possi¬ 
bility of haring another child, 
the Princess is said to have 
laughed and replied: "Don’t 
you think I’m too old? 1 
imagine char to be a mother 
and a fulfilled woman at the 
same time, that must be real 
happiness.’ 

The interview, headlined 
“Diana and Dodi — The 
Confession", is prefaced by 
Roger Therond, the managing 
editor of Paris-Moich. who 


claims that, the day a her the 
crash, he was contacted by “a 
person that I know and" ad¬ 
mire”. He quotes this person 
as telling him that the inter¬ 
view was lo help the couple to 
answer the media's questions. 

Paris-Match does not say 
why ir has allowed four 
months lo elapse before pub¬ 
lishing it> “scoop”, nor why 
the author has nor heen 
identified. 

The tenor, content and lan¬ 
guage of the question-and- 
answer session is remarkably 
similar to an interview given 
by the Princess to Annick 
Cojean of the Parisian daily Le 
Monde and published five 
days before her death. 

In both interviews the Prin¬ 
cess is reported as saying that 
she had considered leaving 
Britain and living abroad 
because of media pressure, 
but had decided to stay to be 
near her two sons. 

In the Paris-Match inter¬ 
view. she also speaks of the 
criticism she had endured, her 
desire to be “understood", her 
work among "the weak, the ill 
and the poor", her belief that 
she was closer ro “modest 
people than high society" and 
the rigidity of the Royal 
Family. 

"I did not know when 1 
joined this family that being 
natural would seem so suspect 
to the permanent obervers of 
one’s acts and gestures." she is 
quoted as saying in Paris- 
Match. "Nothing is worse 
than to suffer betrayal in love 
when one is young, very naive 
and very in love.” 

□ Mohamed Al Fayed, the 
father of Dodi. is launching 
his own investigation into the 
crash that kJUed the couple 
and has hired a former police 
investigator to head it, accord¬ 
ing ro reports in Paris 
yesterday. (API 
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Rapping knuckles, not gifts, this season of goodwill 


I n this season or goodwill 
it is all but obligatory in 
the Gammons Chamber 
to preface every question with 
the phrase "in this season of 
goodwill". The MP then goes 
on to insult whomever he or 
she is addressing. 

Bur. if it fails to warm the 
politician's heart, the onset of 
Christmas does at least loosen 
the tongue. A frank aside ar 
Questions to the President of 
the Board of Trade yesterday 
told us more about Margaret 
Beckett's attitude to Europe 
than seven months of bland, 
official press releases. 

Her Tory Shadow. John 
Redwood, had complained 


that Mrs Beckett used to be 
and-Eurupe. but now toed the 
pro-European line. Dennis 
Skinner barked: “Yer did the 
opposite. Yer still a Johnny- 
comc-lately." Brushing aside 
her briefing. Mrs Beckett 
smiled: "I met a man at 
dinner recently who told me 
he'd been a Eurosceptic since 
1992.1 replied. Too late’!" 

The United Kingdom's 
economy was now “bound 
up”, she added, with Europe. 
We '‘must make the best we 
can" of it. 

So now we know. The 
President of the Board of 
Trade thinks the European 
Union is a bad thing from 



MATTHEW HARRIS? 


POLITICAL SKETCH 



which it is now mo late to 
withdraw. A defensible point 
of view — but a slightly 
unexpected one from the per¬ 
son Mr Blair has put in 
charge of British trade, com¬ 
merce and industry. 

Dressed in an eyecatching 
white trousec-su'n with white 
high-heels — which in this 
season of goodwill we might 
describe as equally suitable 
for a caravanning barbecue — 
Mrs Beckett was as cool as 


ever. Nat so her bizarre 
sidekick, Ian McCartney, 
who. has misread his title. 
Minister for Competitiveness 
as Minister for Combative- 
ness. Mr McCartney re¬ 
sponds to every question with 
a hall of unintelligible gruff, 
belligerent squeaking noises, 
like a chubby, macho Glaswe¬ 
gian mouse. 

Known to colleagues as Big 
Mac, he is shorter than Mrs 
Beckett and about half the 


heighrt of his Janlty feUow- 
minister,' John- Battle. 
McCartneys head seems to 
sit straight on top of his rib¬ 
cage with no intervening 
neck. The Opposition dubs 
him Tdetubby but I have 
always found these creatures 
more thoughtful and articu¬ 
late. In this season of goodwill 
we may call it unsurprising 
that he was deputed yesterday 
to answer questions on s kflls - 

shortages. • 

Answering on renewable 
energy, another minister — 
gaunt, bearded, distracted 
John Battle — burbled about 
“offshore wind projects”, (pre¬ 
sumably a reference to the 


Paymaster General) and 
“sites of special scientific in¬ 
terest" — presumably a refer¬ 
ence to Mr McCartney. 

Colin Pickthall (Lab, W 
Lancs), wondered ’ whether 
“we should not. rather, be 
looking at Danish models" — 
an idea that excited a good 
deal of interest on the Tory 
benches. Pickthall stammered 
“perhaps that, too". 

“In this season of goodwill.” 
remarked Opposition spokes¬ 
woman Cheryl Gil)an. in a 
festive pink vest, to young 
Nigel Griffiths. Consumer Af¬ 
fairs Minister and team-lead¬ 
er in Gordon Brawn's Junior 
Squad, “the only wrapping 


this minister will be getting 
for Christmas will be across 
his knuckles." 

As I left the House Leader,' 
Ann Taylor, walked in. sport¬ 
ing" die most brutal haircut 
■ i maginab le. Mrs Taylor, _ a 

high-powered apjaralcftiL 

bnhgs an imaginative ap¬ 
proach to her concttiatoty role 
as Business Manager in Chief 
and has taken to.'heckling 
Opposition Spokesmen from- 
her place on the Front Bench. 

In this season of goodwiU.il 
is worth remarking that once 
you have imagined -Taylor 
applying electrodes to your 

gonads you will never see her 

m quite the same way again. 
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Smith accused of 
U-turn on Elm for 
British Museum 


PETER KEU-Y 


By Dalya Alberge and Philip Webster 


CHRIS SMITH was accused 
last night of a dimbdown after 
promising the cash-strapped 
British Museum another 
£1 million on condition that it 
did not introduce admission 
charges ne.u year. 

ln~a cannf-and-srick offer, 
the Culture Secretary told the 
museum that the money was 
dependent upon it devising an 
action plan to cut costs dra¬ 
matically. streamlining its 
cumbersome “bureaucracy” 
and generating more income 
to supplement its public 
subsidy. 

His proposal was immed¬ 
iately attacked by Francis 
Maude, die Shadow Culture 
Secretary: “Last year Labour 
said they were in favour of 
admission charges, but would 
not fund rhem. List month 
they claimed they had no 
influence over whether trust¬ 
ees choose to introduce admis¬ 
sion charges. . 

“Now the Government says 


that it is to provide an extra 
£1 million to the British Muse¬ 
um on the condition that it 
does not introduce admission 
charges.” He said Mr Smith 
was “blundering from one Il¬ 
ium to the next” 

Sources close to Mr Smith 
said that he had made his 
surprise move to stop the 
museum taking “irrevocable” 
decisions on charging. In ef¬ 
fect. Mr Smith was using 
delaying tactics, avoiding any 
rash decisions, at least until 
the publication of the Govern¬ 
ment's museums review next 
year. 

Sir Hugh Leggatt, the for¬ 
mer Museums and Galleries 
Commissioner, welcomed the 
proposal. Acknowledging that 
El million would not go far, he 
said: “It's a start. As soon as 
one has made a start, one can 
move forward. It would be 
awful if he had slammed the 
door in the BM’s faces, but he 
hasn’t” He felt that Mr 


Smith’s “tough-talking" was 
just what museums needed. • 
The art world expressed 
anger that more money for the 
British Museum meant less 
for others. Three of the na¬ 
tion's most prominent institu¬ 
tions came in for particular 
punishment. The National 
Heritage Memorial Fund 
complained (hat they had 
suffered a drastic loss of 
£3 million while English Heri¬ 
tage was £2 million poorer. 
Tfie British Film Institute said 
it had been badly hit by a 
£1 million decrease. 

□ The Arts Council is faring 
its “worst revenue crisis" of 
recent decades, the coundl’S 
outgoing chairman, the Earl 
of Gowrie, warned last night. 
He told peers that while the 
Arts Council had enjoyed “a 
capital feasi” from National 
Lottery funds, it had. at the 
same time, suffered “a reve¬ 
nue famine" as its grant-in-aid 
was cut 
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Photographs will be ; ij£fr 
.eluded on driving licences 
from next, summer.' the - 
Government announced- 
last night The -schemer- 
ordered by the European • 
Union, wjfl be phased in.: 
and trill not affect licence 

holders immediately. ; 

New drivers will Be 
issued with the phofocaxds 
on passing their test . but. 
motorists driving now will • 
change only when they-- 
need to update detail* It 
will not be compulsory to 
cany them and the De ¬ 
partment of Transport 
says they will not become 
tdentitycards. 


SUCCeSS United’s gift 


Richard M ackenzie 's with the book that is proving such a success in America 


By Ptoup Delves 
Broughton 

TH E reminiscences of a Scot¬ 
tish golf caddy have overtak¬ 
en Oprah Winfrey's latest 
book in the American best¬ 
seller charts. Richard Mac¬ 
kenzie, caddy master at St 
Andrews, bad never written a : 
book before he derided to 
coiled stories Grom the dnb’s 
caddies past and.present A 
WeeNip at the 19th Hole has 
sold 40,000 copies. . 

Mr Mackenzie, 50. has just 
retained from a twovreek 
trip to America to publicise 
his work, which mil released 
in Britain in the new year. 
He believes the success of a 
book dial deals with charac¬ 
ters such as Pool Chisholm 
and Tip Anderson, Arnold 
Palmer's caddy for many 
years, is because It goes bach 
to the roots of golf. It also 
includes previously unpub¬ 
lished photographs. 

Mr Mackenzie said: “It’s 
about real characters and 
covers all aspects of the lives 
of caddies in St Andrews. But 
1 never (bought it would take 
off like this." 




Aitken finds comfort 
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TOMB RAIDER H 

starring Lara Croft 

She's tali, sexy and hare as nails and she's 
back. Lara Croft, the star of last year's 
incredible Tomb Raider, returns in Tomb 
Raider II, the most talked about game of 
the year 
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flEHa new 


JONATHAN AITKEN has 
used his first public utterance 
since the collapse of his libel 
action against The Guardian 
to reveal himself as an evan¬ 
gelical Christian. 

In a man not previously 
known for his saintliness, the 
conversion is Damascene, 
even more startling than 
Michael Portillo’s sudden 
need to be loved. 

The former Conservative 
Cabinet minister attributes his 
salvation to Holy Trinity 
Brampton, the London church 
at the heart of the Church of 
England's powerful evangeli¬ 
cal movement which includes 
the topless model Samantha 
Fox in its congregation. 

In the Christmas issue of 
The Spectator magazine, Mr 
Aitken, who was once a 
churchwarden ai St Marga¬ 
ret's. in Westminster, writes 
of his sympathy with the more 
grisly moments of the Nativity 
story. 

As a young boy in hospital 
in Dublin for a serious tuber¬ 
cular condition, he says: “I 
was captivated by the cheerful 
Christmas symbols of heaven¬ 
ly hosts, angels, shepherds, 
wise men and stars in the 
East. 

“But I later discovered 
a deeper message from the 
moments of pain and anxiety 
in the early stages of the 
Nativity saga and. more im- 


By Philip Delves Broughton 

portamly. from the way in 
which they were healed.” 

His recent plight was eased 
by the realisation that it was < 
nothing when compared to the 
tough deal handed out to the 1 
newborn by Herod, or Joseph 1 
and Mary’s night in the Beth¬ 
lehem cowshed. 

His language has lost noth- 1 
ing since he spoke of “the j 
trusty sword of truth”. He says 1 
the terms “spiritual hunger” 
and “greater spiritual aware- 1 
ness" were “sprinkled across 1 
the media like confetti", be- i 
coming “a cornucopia of cli- 1 
ch£s” at the time of the death j 
of Diana, Princess of Wales. . 1 

Evangelical Christianity, its J 



Aitken: took a course at 
Holy Trinity Brompton 
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Major riled by Hague’s 
apology for ERM entry 


By Philip Webster, political editor 
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JOHN MAJOR delivered a 
sideswipe at WHtiam Hague 
yesterday over the Tory lead- 
er’s apology for Britain's 
entry to the European ex¬ 
change-rate mechanism 
when Mr Major was Chan¬ 
cellor in ]990. 

He also openly disagreed 
with Mir Hague'S derision to 
rule out the single currency 
for ten years. 

Mr Hague was hailed by 
the Tory Right after saying 
sorry over the ERM at the 
Tory conference m October. 
But Mr Major, who has tried 
to refrain from any criticism 
of his successor, allowed his 
irritation to show in an 
interview with The Spectator. 

After hitting out at the 
“wilder extravagances” of 
some Tories over Europe the 
former Prime Minister said 


he was glad he had never said 
sorry about the ERM. Politi¬ 
cians apologising was silly. 

He mocked Tony Blair for 
making apologies, asking 
whether Uriah Heep was 
running the country. “Look 
at Blair, apologising to the 
Irish — next time he will 
probably apologise to the 
Italians.” be said. 

Asked if be thought Mr 
Hague was sensible to rule 
out a single currency for fen 
years, he replied: “I would 
not have ruled it out for ten 
years for the foreseeable 
future, perhaps, but not nec¬ 
essarily ten years." 

Mr Major said he believed 
that the country, while luke¬ 
warm about Europe, was not 
fanatically anti. “Some of the 
wilder extravagances of 
members of my party were 


for. the birds. There were 
some people who made the 
whole Tory party seem mad." 

He also uttered his fiercest 
attack since the election on 
the Government "Labour 
lied to the middle d asses. 
They made them all these 
promises of help and now. 
every day. they kkk them in 
the pants. Gordon Brown’s 
wholly unnecessary Budget 
was a disgraceful raid on 
pension foods. A higher rate 
of council tax and foe aboli¬ 
tion of Tessas is ttnpid-and 
incredibly vindictive... 

“1 have calculated that Cab* 
our Is costing each mid¬ 
dle-class family £700 a 
month. I suppose they think 
they arc being macho. I 
suppose that-is why they 
refuse to btwto piarfiamenta- 
ly opinion." 




prayer cells, fellowships and 
teaching courses have provid¬ 
ed the victuals for his own 
spiritual hunger. . 

He has joined the half a 
million or so who have taken 
the Holy Trinity Brompton 
Alpha course in Christianity. 
“Evidently,” he writes, “I am 
not the only prisoner of past 
mistakes to have found this 
course helpful." 

Mr Aitken is not, however, 
unaware that some might find 
his new-found faith surpris¬ 
ing: “Belonging as I do to 
the Church Reticent wing of 
Anglicanism. I am suspicious 
of foxhole conversions 
..through ‘easy believisra’. and 
cautious about accepting ad¬ 
versity as the gateway to a 
deeper faith." 

His self-justification comes 
in the line from foe Psalms 
about using one’s vale of 
misery as a well, because 
the reward for the redeemed 
and penitent is love, joy 
and all sorts of other good 
things. 

Mr Aitken’s piece rises in a 
crescendo of alleluias to a final 
darion call: “So long as faith 
in Our Lord Jesus Christ is 
one’s companion in life's dark 
valleys, men even a painful 
Christmas can still be a joyful 
Christmas.” 

Mr Aitken yesterday de¬ 
clined to add anything more to 
what he had written. 


Manchester United yester- , 
day gave £ 100,000 to help: 
a school flat provided two 
of its youth players, to . 
become a specialist sports - 
college. Kirk HDton, 16, 
and Daniel Higgin-. 
botham. 18. were educated 
at Ashton on Mersey 
SchooL Trafford, one of 33 
new specialist colleges an¬ 
nounced yesterday by the 
Government. 

Vets attack ban 

Veterinary surgeons 
described the Govern¬ 
ment's decision to ban beef 
an the “bone as a “panic 
overreaction" to a risk so 
small as to be almost non¬ 
existent. The British Veter¬ 
inary Association said the 
Tory policy of complacen¬ 
cy was in danger of being 
replaced fay cme of ifi- 
considered. kneejerk re¬ 
sponses by Labour. 

Rail fares up 

Passengers on Connex 
South Central between 
London and East and 
West Croydon stations 
face a 10 per cent rise in 
fares. Those on Cbnnex 
South Eastern wall go up 
by an average of 5-3 per 
cent, while fares on 
Cbnnex South Central's 
south London and Sussex 
Coast routes will rise by 
an ayeragejQf A5 per emit 

Training deal 

Richard Branson’s Virgin 
Trains group yesterday 
announced a partnership 
between foe private sector 
and a trade union to avert 
a huge potential shortage 
of drivers. An agreement 
between Virgin Trains and 
Aslef, foe train drivers’ 
union, will set up the first 
purpose-built training 
centre since privatisation 
of the railways. 

Carling wins 

Will Carling, the former 
England rugby union cap¬ 
tain, was a wanted undis¬ 
closed damages and costs 
against the Daily Mail 
yesterday, which had 
falsely accused him of 
being a stalker and a. 
“telephone pest”. A state¬ 
ment read out in Notting¬ 
ham Crown Court said the 
newspaper wished to apol¬ 
ogise to Mr Carting. 

Censor chief 

Andreas Whittam Smith, 
founding editor of The 
Independent, was yester¬ 
day appointed chairman 
of the British Board of' 
Film Classification. He 
committed himself to a 
reform of foe beleaguered 
institution, which has 
been widely criticised for 
its lax attitude to violence 
and sex and its secrecy 
over rulings. 

Thomas bailed 

Mickey Thomas, the for¬ 
mer Manchester United 
and Welsh. international 
soccer player, was charged 
yesterday with having un¬ 
lawful sex with an under¬ 
age girl. Thomas, 43, of 
Mochdre, near Colwyn 
Bay. north Wales, was 
arrested on Monday and 
bailed to appear before 
magistrates in Abergele 
on January 22. 


CORRECTIONS 


□ A report (June 20) of an 
inquiry into the case of Peter 
Winship, a paranoid schizo¬ 
phrenic found guilty of foe 
manslaughter, of his father, 
should not have suggested 
.physical abuse by him. No 
such abuse was ever estab¬ 
lished, and Mr Winship often 
confused his father with 
another adult figure in his life. 
□The Government's ban on 
tiie sale of beefonfoe bone, 
(report, December 4) will not 
affect Bovril. 
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The Peterhouse crest, above, and the college, below 




Peterhouse considers exorcism of 
restless suicide victim who stalks 
the fellows* dining room, report 


Adrian Lee and John O Leary Matthew Speller, a college butler, outside the Combination Room, where he says he and a colleague saw the ghost and felt a sudden chill 


CAMBRIDGE University's oldest 
college has turned to the Church for 
help in ridding itself of the restless 
spirit of a former bursar who took 
his life more than two centuries 
ago. 

The tortured soul of Francis 
Dawes, who hanged himself from a 
bellrope at Peterhouse in 1789, is 
believed to be responsible for 
several ghostly sightings this year 
in the college’s oak-panelled Com¬ 
bination Room. 

Two butlers, Matthew Speller 
and Paul Davies, said they watched 
the ghost move slowly across the 
room before disappearing near the 
staircase where Dawes* body is 
thought to have been discovered. In 
the most recent incident. Andrew 
Murison. the current senior bursar, 
heard a repetitive knocking late at 
night and was enveloped by an 
eerie chill, although a large flre in 
the room was still glowing. 

The Rev Dr Graham Ward, a 


theologian and Dean of Peterhouse, 
has reported die haunting to the 
diocese of Ely and a requiem Mass 
may now be held to exorcise the 
spirit if it continues to disrupt 
college life. “It would be difficult 
because all the fellows and domes¬ 
tic staff would have to attend and, 
inevitably, some would not want to, 
but it might come to that,** he said. 

“Ghosts don’t fit into any theol¬ 
ogy of the resurrection I know 
about, but I saw the absolute terror 
on the (aces of those two [butlers|, 
so I don't doubt that somediing 
happened, bi a college full of 
unreliable people, they are com¬ 
pletely reliable." 

Dr Murison said: “There is no 
reason to disbelieve the butlers. 
They are very levelheaded, al¬ 
though some of the fellows no doubt- 
think they have been at die Mas¬ 
ter's port As far as 1 am concerned, 
1 did feel a sense of foreboding, but 
the ghost has not done any haxm I 


think it is unlikely we would get all 
45 fellows together for an exorcism 
— they are a cynical lot"' 

Dr Murison had stopped off in 
the Combination Room, where the 
fellows of the college hold meetings 
and eat lunch, when he felt the 
presence of his predecessor. “It was 
about 11.45 and. because I bad 
missed supper, I went to get some 
fruit to take back to my room. I was 
about to pick up a banana when 
there was a knocking. 

“I thought it must be the central 
heating coming on, but the sound 
came from beneath die window 
where there are no pipes or 
radiator. I had already noticed how 
cold it was. which I thought was 
strange because the embers in die 
fire were still red.” 

Dawes, who is buried in the 
neighbouring churchyard of little 
St Marys, committed suicide after- 
blaming himself for die controvert 
sial election of Francis Barnes as 


Master of Peterhouse. The election, 
overseen by the bursar, was 
marked by skullduggery and re¬ 
sulted in a highly unpopular victor. 
Historical documents rate that, 
hundreds of people attended die' 
funeral of Dawes, a respected - 
classicist, who was in his 60s when 
he died and bequeathed £100 to his 
beloved college. 

The story of the Peterhouse 
haunting is told in today's edition 
of The Times Higher Education 
Supplement So far, there is no sign 
of any malevolent intention by the 
ghost, which has becoraethe talk of 
die college. 

The butlers were adamant yester¬ 
day that there had been a visitation. 
The first sighting, in April, hap¬ 
pened while both were serving 
dinner. 

•Mr Speller, 22. said: “We-went 
into the Combination Room . to. get' 
some plates before taking-them up 
the spiral staircase. We were chat- - 


ting' away when we both saw 
something move slowly across the 
roam, about 15ft from the middle to 
the window!: I just looked at Paul 
and said, ‘Did you see that? 1 ." 

Both men described the ghost as 
human-shed, but said it was impos¬ 
sible to distinguish features or 
determine its sex as it travelled 
about lit off the ground. In the 
dimly lit room, it stood out brightly 
and, like the bursar, the butlers 
both said they felt a sudden chill. 
Mr Davies said: “I was not fright¬ 
ened but. at the same time, I did not 
want to get too dose.” 

On another occasion they felt 
sufficiently alarmed to interrupt a 
dinner to inform the Dean. Mr 
Davies, 26, attempted to walk 
towards the apparition, but it did 
not waver, taking the same path to 
file window. -. s - ■ *r--i 

The stone staircase winds AD 
steps and two floors to the tgfifty 
where the unfartonatdbursar end¬ 


ed his life. The butlers have also 
heard rhythmical knocking which 
appeared to move around the 
panelling and, on another occasion. 
Paul Cooke, the senior butler, 
noticed a solid wooden door 
shaking violently. His strenuous 
efforts to hold it shut made no 
difference and, when the vibrations 
shipped and he was able to open it, 
there was no one on die other side. 

Peterhouse is the ideal setting for 
a ghost story. Founded in 1284. it 
still occupies some of the original 
- buildings. Dinners and meetings of 
the governing body are conducted 
by candlelight 

Two . previous exorcisms have 
been carried out in the college. In 
the 18th century, a poltergeist was 
removed from a student's room 
. .and, more recently, a former Dean 
earned out a ceremony because of 
: the appearance of a dark presence 
. in ,a comer of .the old courtyard 
' cn^ookfrig a graveyard!. . . v ■ 
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Tests for 
cancer on 
Duchess 
of York 
negative 

By Joanna Bale 

the Duchess of York was 
given a dean bill of health 
yesterday after tests, including 
cancer checks, on a lump 
under her arm. 

A spokeswoman from her 
office said: "She is very re¬ 
lieved. This was a cautionary 
sign that she needs to slow 
down and rest because she is 
very tired.” 

A senior consultant at the 
lister Hospital in central 
London is believed to have 
conducted a biopsy on the 
lump, which involves taking a 
sample of tissue to check 
whether it is a benign or 
malignant growth. 

The Duchess, 38. was said to 
have discovered the lump and 
called her GP to her Berkshire 
home on Sunday. The GP 
referred die Duchess, who 
complained of feeling run¬ 
down, to die Lister, a re¬ 
nowned cancer hospital, 
which she attended for an 
hour on Tuesday night 
She has recently completed 
a busy schedule of chari ty 
events, including a Christmas 
concert for Children in Crisis 
at the London Docklands Are¬ 
na and a visit to Great 
Ormond Street Hospital for 
Children. She has had an 
estimated 80 engagements in 
the past year and has travelled 
to America and back three 
times in the past month. 

On Monday, despite her 
health concents, the Duchess 
felt she couid not pull out of a 
full day’s filming and a photo- 
rail for a WeightWatchers 
advertising campaign. Her 
friends have expressed fears 
that the pressures over her 
personal finances and her role 
'in file Royal Family may have 
contributed to her condition. 

Last night the Duchess was 
said to be celebrating the news 
of her health check while on 
holiday at the Tuscan villa of 
her friend CouDt Gallo della 
Gherardesra, an Italian mil¬ 
lionaire who is separated from 
his wife: 

Dr Lesley Walker, of the 
Cancer Research Campaign, 
said: “Nine out of ten lumps 
are,benign. But if they are 
malignant then it is important 
to get treatntent as soon as 

' fe- 


Man acquitted of murder 
* scared PC who bugged him 


By Tim Jones 

AN ODD-JOB man cleared of 
murdering Vikfci Thompson, 
who was bludgeoned to death 
as she walked her dog. sub¬ 
jected the family of a police¬ 
man who investigated him to a 
series of death-threat tele¬ 
phone caffs, a court was told 
yesterday. 

Mark Weston. 22. learnt 
during his trial last December 
that the home he shared with 
his parents had been bugged 
^ by police while he was under 
suspicion. The family’s con¬ 
versations were relayed to the 
house of Weston’s neighbour. 
PC Robert Salmon, the village 
constable of Ascott-under- 
Wychwood, Oxfordshire. 

Weston spent ten months in 
custody before being acquitted 
by a jury. Paul Harrison, for 
the prosecution, told Witney 
Magistrates’ Court yesterday 
that after Weston was released 
he had made more than 50 
calls to PC Salman, his wife 
Sheila, and their daughters 
Caroline. 22, and N atalie. 19. 
between June and September 
this year. 

Most of the calls, Mr Harri¬ 
son said, were silent, but some 
were much more sinister. He 
had whispered: “Die; die,” 
and “Soon you die”. Mr Ham- 



Mark Weston, who still felt persecuted by the police 
despite being cleared of murdering VBUti Thompson 


son said Mrs Salmon was so 
distressed she was given anti- 
depressanr pills by her doctor. 

Weston, who pleaded guilty 
to four charges of harassment, 
was caught after police 
mounted a surveillance oper¬ 
ation using video equipment 
outside one of the telephone 
kiosks in the village. 

After being arrest, Weston 
told police: “There he was. 
sitting in his house listening to 
everything being said so I 
decided to harass him by 
listening to his house.” 

Chris Edwards, for the de¬ 


fence, said everything had 
stemmed from the dreadful 
murder of Mrs Thompson, 
which had stiff not been 
resolved. He said the charge 
against Weston had been dis¬ 
missed in minutes because 
after a three-week rrial the 
jury had decided the case 
against him was very weak. 

Mr Edwards said: “The 
aftermath of the case has 
made victims of many people 
and one of them is Weston 
himself. He is blighted as far 
as job applications are con¬ 
cerned. Everywhere he goes 


people are staring at him and 
the media interest will not go 
away." 

He added: "My client says 
every time he goes into his 
garden so does PC Salmon. 
He feels very much under 
scrutiny, which he should rat 
be because of his acquittal.” 

Weston, he said, believed he 
was being harassed by PC 
Salmon and had complained 
to police authorities about his 
behaviour. Mr Edwards add¬ 
ed: “He was immature and 
wrong to try to ger his own 
back by making calls to the 
Salmon household. But he 
denies the number of raffs and 
says he did not make any 
threats of any kind." 

Weston, he said, had decid¬ 
ed of his own volition to stop 
making the calls before his 
arrest, after deciding they 
were getting him nowhere. 

Weston, who is unem¬ 
ployed, was sentenced to a 
restraining order prevailing 
him from having any contact 
with the Salman family other 
than necessary contact with 
PC Salman in his duty as a 
public officer. 

After the hearing Weston 
said: “Pm glad he [PC Salmon] 
felt scared stiff the same way I 
did when I was arrested for a 
murder I didn't commit.” 
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Who put the wind up Branson? 

Andrew Pierce on a flight of fancy that has tickled the Virgin chief 


RICHARD BRANSON’S longstand¬ 
ing rival British Airways, may. inad¬ 
vertently have played a part m the 
premature departure of the Virgin 
Global Challenger balloon. 

Technicians working on the mulb- 
million-pound project have been at a 
loss to ex plain the freak gust of wind 
which propelled the world’s biggest 
balloon 60.000 ft into the skies while 
fiie pilots were still on the ground. 

As work begun 3* s,erday • 
replacement envelope, it emerged that 
a BA 737 had landed at Marrakesh 
airport at almost the precise monien* 
the 223ft balloon broke tree from its 
moorings on an adjoining jjrid. 

Turbulence from aircraft can dis¬ 
turb even larger planes flying into foe 
wake. Weather charts have confirmed 


that the winds gnsted at a m a ximum 
speed of up to four knots as predicted 
throughout the day. But when disaster 
struck, with the BA jet in the virimiy, 
they soared to 14. 

The half-fuff flight, nnmber BA 6912, 
left from Gafwick Airport on schedule 
and landed at Marrakesh Airport IS 
minutes early, at 11 am. 

The balloon left on its unmanned 
Sight at 11.02 am. 

Michael Pegg, a holidaymaker from 
Welwyn Garden City. Hertfordshire 
who was on board, said: “When we 
were coming down 1 could see the 
balloon was inflated. We aU looked out 
of die windows to try to get a belter 
view. We then lost sight of it- Three or 
four minutes later, when we made it on 
to the runway, ft had broken free. 


When we stood on the steps to the 
ground it was well up into fife sky and 
disappearing fast.” 

Mr Branson, who began a boEday 
yesterday before returning to tty to 
relaunch his mission in a new balloon, 
readied with good humour to the idea 
that BA his old adversary in the so 
called "dirty tricks” war, could have 
been a factor. He said; “I always 
thought that BA would sponsor me to 
stay up in a balloon for months and 
months on end. The last filing they 
would have wanted to do was ground 
me.” 

However, BA did not see the 
suggestion in the same humorous 
light “I cannot believe our plane was 
anything to do with it” said a 
spokesman. 
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Portrait of the 
artist as a 



very sick man 
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By Ian Murray, medical correspondent 


REMBRANDT had a high 
cholesterol level and was 
probably suffering from a 
headache when he painted 
his famous self-portrait in 
1659. 

The artist who was then 

53. was showing signs of 
premature ageing, a condi¬ 
tion he may well have inher¬ 
ited from his mother, 
according to a diagnosis 
made from a study of the 
picture by Carlos Espinel, a 
professor of cardiology and 
an amateur art historian. 

He comes to the conclu¬ 
sion that when Rembrandt 
painted the picture, he was 
not only emotionally 
traumatised by financial and 
personal losses, but he was 
becoming affected by ageing 
and disease. 

The accuracy of the way 
the skin is painted, with the 
grey swathe of the temporal 
blood vessel and the wrin¬ 
kled brow, indicate that be 
was in pain. The likely 
explanation is a headache 
caused by temporal arteritis, 
an inflammation of the ar¬ 
tery wall across the side of 
his'forehead. This affects the 
scalp over the temples and 
causes pain and tenderness. 

The eyes. loo. are showing 
signs of his ageing process. 


Hie thick forehead wrinkles 
suggest he has chronic con¬ 
traction of the surrounding 
muscles, which would give 
him brow ptosis. This can be 
caused by a neurological 
disease, such as a brain 
tumour or a cerebral aneu¬ 
rysm. The left eye is sur¬ 
rounded with cream- 

coloured lines that are a ago 

of xanthelasmata, a tell-tale 
indication of a high choles¬ 
terol count The white of the 
eye is also showing the 
coloured spots of pin¬ 
guid! la. a sign of ageing 
which is found today only in 
people who are at least 80. 

From the redness of the 
cheeks and nose he was 
suffering from rosacea, an 
inDamrnatoiy skin disease 
as well as rhinoptayma, a 
condition of elderly men 
where the nose becomes 
bulbous. Rosacea is most 
common in middle-aged, 
fair-skinned patients, caus¬ 
ing redness and an effect 
like broken veins. It can be 
caused by overlong exposure 
to sunlight or by drinking. 

Alcohol worsens rosacea, 
but at the time of (he paint¬ 
ing Rembrandt was suppos¬ 
edly living a simple ascetic 
life, having lost his wife, 
three of his five children, his 
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Rembrandt’s self-portrait tells a story of “disease, depression and premature ageing” 


wealth, his art collection and 
his grand house in Amster¬ 
dam. He had been declared 
insolvent three years earlier 
and his painting of Moses 
and the Tablets had just 
been rejected. 

In the circumstances, Pro¬ 


fessor Espinel writes in the 
Lancet, he may well have 
been suffering from clinical 
depression. In a rented, di¬ 
lapidated house he sat down 
to paint Ins own portrait. 

“Stroke by stroke, wrinkle 
by wrinkle he managed to 


portray himself. He ren¬ 
dered his skin so that it 
spoke for bun. And tbe.skin 
in its frank, articulate and 
unforgiving language told of 
its struggle with time.’' 

The artist survived for ten 
more years. 


Press 






By Carol Midgley, media correspondent 


A REVISED-code of practice 
designed to give the public 
greater protection from intru¬ 
sion by newspapers and mag¬ 
azines was described yester¬ 
day as “the toughest in 
Europe" by Lord Wakeham, 
chairman of the Press Com¬ 
plaints Commission. 

The revised regulations, in¬ 
fluenced by the circumstances 
" surrounding the death of Di¬ 
ana, Princess of Wales, in 
effect forbids harassment of 
the type practised by some 
paparazzi photographers, ir 
specifically prohibits persis¬ 
tent pursuit by journalists and 
re-emphasises the responsi¬ 
bility of editors to ensure that 
material provided from out¬ 
side sources is obtained in 
accordance with the provi¬ 
sions of the code. 

The-text begins: “All mem¬ 
bers of the press have a duty to 
maintain die highest profes¬ 
sional and ethical standards. 
This code sets the benchmarks 
for those standards. It both 
protects the rights of the 
individual and upholds the 
public’s right to know." 

Changes relate to privacy, 
harassment, intrusion into 
grief, the treatment of children 
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: and the public interest Child¬ 
ren at school, it says, have the 

. right to he free , from unneces¬ 
sary intrusion. It bans pay¬ 
ments to minors and provides 
protection for the children of 
the famous. 

The ccide, which comes into 
effect on January 1. adcnowl-' 
edges that everyone is entitled 
to respect with regards to their 
private and family life, home, 
health and correspondences It 
provides a new definition of a 
private place as “public or 
private property where there 
is a reasonable expectation of 
privacy". 

- In a section cm grief, the- 
code calls for sensitivity in. 
publication in addition to the 
existing provisions relating to 
approaches by journalists. 

Exceptions for cases involv¬ 
ing public interest have been 
reworded. The code says the 
public interest indudes detect¬ 
ing or exposing crime or a 
serious misdemeanour, pro¬ 
tecting public health and safe-, 
ty and preventing the public 
from being misled. 

In cases involving children, 
-editors must demonstrate an 
exceptional public interest to 
override the normally para¬ 


mount interests of the child." 

Lord Wakeham welcomed 
the revised code. “I am pleased- 
that the industry has respond¬ 
ed so positiveljrto the recom¬ 
mendations which I pur 
forward in September." he 
said. 

"As I said ax that time, the 
new code wdD.be the roughest 
set of industry regulations 
anywhere in Europe. 

“I shall be continuing my 
efforts to seek equivalent pro¬ 
visions in other European 
countries to deal with the issue 
of harassment and also rny 
discussions with the regula¬ 
tory authorities for the broad¬ 
cast media on the issue of the 
media scrum." 

Sir David English, chair¬ 
man of" the industry's aide" 
committee, said:*T believe that 
the important changes which 
we have made in the code 
show that press self-regulation 

to publiccnncmlTamc^ 
dent jhat editors and journal¬ 
ists throughout tire UK wfll 
demonstrate their responsi¬ 
bility in observing the new. 
provisions.” 


£ 
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Bell pleads for 
soldiers who 
shot suspect 
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By James Landale 

POLITICAL REPORTER 


MARTIN BELL yesterday 
launched a fresh campaign to 
free two Scots Guardsmen 
jailed for the murder of a 
Catholic teenager in Belfast 

The former BBC journalist 
and independent MP for. 
Tattoo called, for the early 
release of Jamey .fisfej^tind' 
Mark Wright who are serv¬ 
ing life imprisonment for the 
shooting in 1992 of 18-year-old 
Peter .McBride. 

Mr Bell said thetwb guards¬ 
men, who were sentenced in 
I99S after three years in custo¬ 
dy, had been in prison long 
enough to pay for their crime. 

Fisher, 28, from Ayr, and 
Wright 24. from Arbroath, 
shot Mr McBride while on 
patrol in the republican New 
Lodge area of north Belfast 
They believed he was carrying 
a “coffee-jar bomb" containing 
shrapnel and Semtex when he 
ran away after an argument 
with their patrol commander. 

Mr McBride ignored shout¬ 
ed warnings from the guards¬ 
men, continued to run and 
was shot in the back. He was 
found to be unarmed and to 
have had no paramilitary 
connections. Mr McBride was 
the father of two children with. 
his ISyear-oid girlfriend, 
Ptiuline Devine. _ 

The menarecurrentfy being 
held in Maghaberiy Prison, 
near Lisburn, and their cases 
will be reviewed again next 
October; Mr Bell, who is 
seeking a meeting with Mo 



Bell: guardsmen had 
served long enough 


Mowlam, the Northern Ire¬ 
land Secretary, said there was 
a difference between the 
“dreadful accident" that took 
place during a tense confron¬ 
tation and premeditated cold¬ 
blooded murder. 

He compared the guards¬ 
men's situation with that of 
Private Lee Clegg, who was re-.... 
leased after serving four yttu3r£ . 
of a life sentence for the rtrar^* 
der of a Belfast joyrider. -7V.|5. 

Mr BeD b»:\yritten tb : Jean^ 
McBride. titefootheF of'PWcK ^ 
McBride, who" saidlshe was|jp 
hurt and bewildered by thtr^. 
MPs involvement. *Thcw^ 
soldiers had to rim two streets#* 

. to catch tip.with him; afldffettat "ft 
kneel down to shoot" Sh^saidj _V 
she wanted them' to.serye’at^r- 
(east ten years. ' r'T ; 
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Guildford bomb 




man 



By Martin Fletcher, chief ireiand correspondent 


A LEADING' IRA terrorist 
who says he planted the 
Guildford pub bomb in 1974 
will be released early from an 
Irish prison this morning, 
having never been charged 
with that offence. 

- Brendan Dowd is one of 
nine IRA convicts being freed 
early by the Irish Government 
to boost republican confidence 
in the jpeace process. But the 
releases have so angered the 
loyalist progressive Unionist 
Party that it threatened last 
night to pull out of the Stor¬ 
mont peace talks. 

Dowd was given life sen¬ 


tences for three offences in 




1976. He later fold police that-* 
he and : hi£ “active service uniFf ^ 
had planted tK£ : tiofhb in tfijf' 1 
Horse and .Groom pub in 
Guildford, kflling five people,^ 
and injuring 54. . A 

Dowd, 48. has served 2t'T.i ! 
years for conspiracy to mur-.-£ 
der, conspiracy to cause expfofV 
sians and the atterriptfid,',^ 
murder of policemen. He was ^- 
due to be freed ty the summer ^ 
of2001. • 

The releases will mean thatvl 
Ireland has let 16 IRA men out- j 
early'Since the ceasefire'was^a 
restored in July. 
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■With effect from the 1st January 1998, the 
Renault Laguna Prize Draw promotion will cease. - 
The December Winners Will be notified 
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2 - ^ Murray, medical correspondent 

W 1 * 33, of ihe public 

soap operas ^5? S^ 51011 epidemiology de- 

a3tt»T!LJ~ they are partment at King* Colfegc 
environ- Hospital, South London. 

Ssiirt H* 1 ? “■ He studied the 85 deaths 

actordh^w™ .. ^ olcnce, that occurred in Coronation 
aa&f re ! eaic “ a Street. Brookside, Emmerdale 
teadAiff^Z^' a ‘ ea d tri ? Albert Square in die 12 
, years since EastEnders first 

£l S today appeared in 19SS. He found 

fltfJ'*®*®®* Jour ~ 11131 Characters tended to die 
tfa^ tfae dtanoes of young from a variety of ob~ 
^Jfr 36 ” surviving to scure and often violent causes. 

are mudi less than including a plane crash in 
Zl® a b«nb disposal Emmerdale which killed four. 
Z55 m ^a One driver or Of the total, 54 met a violent 
,Disease is ram- end and the others died of 
W it violent death, vnclud- diseases including breast can- 
mg mu rder. suicide, overdose err. Aids and an undiagnosed 
a™ cr ashes are 20 times more virus that killed three in 
a ®jUpon than in reality. Brookside. People in the real 

T-uaractes in these serials world with cancer and other 
wmudbe advised to wear good serious diseases have a better 
Py^chve clothing designed to chance of surviving for five 

^Jtoftonc sharp implements, years than a soap character, 
suoaen impacts and fire and Death rates varied between 
to rccwve regular counselling the programmes. Fourteen 
«>r the psychological impact of died in Coronation Street, 17 
hying m an environment akin in EastEnders, 26 in Brook- 
to a war zone," says Tim side and 28 in Emmerdale. 

“Brookside Gose and Emmer- 
.. • dale could be the most danger- 

^^nKNtMmMSGD ous streets in the United 

j y jWTM JTY wrnoi Kingdom," Dr Crayford says. 

F nk lMMMK MOWS He accepts that producers 
BL'.T-. • Ea at Em tow will exaggerate the dangers of 

real life, but says that the 
'I rnmnilu programmes are meant to 

t > .' om drtmt* mirror reality. "It seems sad 

BBEB^OMomUanstrMt that for soap operas to hold 

our interest they have to be 
. about as dangerous as Formu- 

'.{TBi %ifn«ifcjurt i limn~ - la One racing ... Could the 

' r ’ i. exaggerated portrayal of these 
violent and dangerous lives be 
. attributing to our distorted 

national perceptions about vi- 
lliiWPflS&M???' dent crime and death?" 
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characters surviving to 

2“*8e *re much Iks than 
toosc of a bomb du poal 
®¥«t,_Formula One driver or 
•steeplejack. Disease is ram- 



Mu BnAqraMWIqri 


tog murder, suicide, overdose 
cra shes are 20 times more 

c omino n than m reality. 

“Characters in these serials 
w °uld be advised to wear good 
protective clothing designed to 
withstand sharp implements, 
sudden impacts and fire and 
to receive regular counselling 
tor. the psychological impact of 
living in an environment akin 
to a war zone," says Tim 


^nvnuiBMSB) 
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Characters are dying to attract your attention 

Marthai^igh^itexpM Ratings war has seen a big rise in the number of casualties, writes Carol Midgley 


SINCE Martha Longhurst expired 
from a heart attack in the snug of 
Coronation Street's Rover's Return 
in 1964, British soaps have suffered 
more than their fair share of 
untimely deaths. But the tendency 
to bump off characters has grown 
alarmingly in recent years. 

In Ac past 12 months, Corona¬ 
tion Street has seen off four 
characters: the dithering Derek 
Wilton (stress-induced heart at¬ 
tack). the taxi driver Don Brennan 
(car fire), the deaner Joyce S medley 
(hit by a car) and Betty Turpin’s 
new husband, Billy Williams (natu¬ 
ral causes). Its most spectacular 
death was that of Alan Bradley, the 
Machiavellian businessman hit by 
a Blackpool tram as he chased Rita 
Sullivan down the promenade. Ken 


Barlow has lost two wives (to a drug 
overdose and electrocution), bath 
his parents, brother, nephew and 
Unde Albert Tatiock. 

Brookside is notorious for the 
most far-fetched deaths. Trevor 
Jordache was buried under the 
patio after his abused wife stabbed 
him with a kitchen knife. Sue 
Sullivan and her young son, Dan¬ 
ny. fen from scaffolding and Da¬ 
mon Grant was stabbed on a day 
Crip to York. Most recently, Mat¬ 
thew and Emily Fambam were 
killed in a car crash and Gladys, 
mother of Elaine Johnson, was 
smothered with a pillow. 

John Bowman, editor of Iaside 


Soap magazine; said: “British 
soaps do seem to be mudi gloomier 
than Australian ones. That is what 
makes them better they are grittier 
and darker. A good death can put 
two millio n on the viewing figures. 
When a character dies, it usually 
means their cot tract has ended or 
they have upset the producer. 

“This year has been one of 
carnage for Coronation Street 
Billy Williams died offscreen, 
which is the biggest indignity. The 
actor doesn’t even get to do the big 
death scene.” " 

Emmerdale has raised-its death 
quota considerably since the early 
1980s, when, as Emmerdale Farm, 


it was regarded as the television 
equivalent of The Archers. ’ Four 
years ago. four characters died in a 
Lockerbk^styfe air crash and this 
year Ron Hudson died from Hun¬ 
tingdon’s disease, Frank Tate from 
a heart attack. Kate Sugdcn of a 
brain haemorrhage and Linda. 
Fowler in a car crash. - 

EastEnders has seen the gang¬ 
land murder of “Dirty" Den Watts, 
the brain haemorrhage of Arthur 
Fowler and the stabbing of the pub 
manager Eddie Royal. Pete Beale 
died offscreen in a car crash and 
Mark Fowler's wife JiH died from 
Ahterebded cancer. 

An EastEnders spokeswoman 


said only 1 per cent of characters 
had been kQled. There had been 15 
on-screen deaths and two reported. 
“EastEnders is a drama and, like 
any drama, explores the age-old 
complexities of life and death,” she 
said. “The EastEnders. data for this 
aritde was taken off unofficial Web 
sites and the findings should be 
taken with a pinch of salt It is 
probably more dangerous to be a 
Shakespeare character." 

A Coronation Street spokes¬ 
woman said: “This is not real life. It 
is a drama.” ' ■«* • * 

. John Peake, a soap writer, said. 
British soaps could not be com¬ 
pared to American ones, many of 


which had ludicrous storylines. 
The US soaps are outrageous. 
People find underwater cities out¬ 
side their towns and characters 
become possessed by the devfl." 

‘ He said that, although the Aus¬ 
tralian soaps had generally less 
tragedy, they had a high quota of 
deaths because the turnover of 
actors was so quick. In Neighbours 
recently. Cheryl Stark was hit by a 
car and died in Ramsay Street 
“The scene was heavily cut in 
Britain became it was considered 
too distressing.” Mr Peake said. 

The Neighbours charaderHelen 
Daniels will die in a scene to be. 
shown in Britain next year. “She 
dies watching a video of Spdttand 
Charlene’s wedding. It was {amia¬ 
bly from boredom,” Mr Peake said. 


A lot of 
what you 
fancy does 
you good 

By Ian Murray 

MIDDLE AGED men 
with active sex lives have a 
(ar better chance of reach¬ 
ing a ripe old age, accord¬ 
ing to research published 
today. The more often they 
make love the longer they 
can expect to live, says a 
report m the British Medi¬ 
cal Journal. 

The authors say the 
findings are convincing 
enough for a health fitness 
campaign to be based on 
them. “Most of the health 
messages are about telling 
us to stop doing things and 
they tend to have disap¬ 
pointing results," said 
George Davey Smith, pro¬ 
fessor of clinical epidemi¬ 
ology at Bristol Univer¬ 
sity- . 

“Making love may be 
the only form of exercise 
for some people and tell¬ 
ing them to do more _ of 
something they enjoy 
could be beneficial." 

The report says that 
health messages could be 
based on the “at (east five a 
day" campaign to increase 
fruit and vegetable con¬ 
sumption — “although the 
numerical imperative 
might have to be 
adjusted". 

The study was based on 
a group of 918 men aged 
between 45 and 59 living in 
Caerphilly, South Wales, 
and five nearby villages, 
between 1979 and 1983. 
They were volunteers for a 
study carried out to inves- 
’ tigate health and social 
patterns, in their age 
group. 

When recruited they 
were all asked how often 
they had sexual inter¬ 
course and were classified 
into categories ranging 
from “never" to "dafly”. . 

After ten years it was 
found dial a total of 150 
had died: 67 from coro¬ 
nary heart disease and 83 
from other causes. 

Comparing the deaths 
with -the medical records, 
the researchers found that 
the mortality risk in the 
group with the high fre¬ 
quency of intercourse was 
•, less than half mat in other 
group. 
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By Michael Evans, defence correspondent 
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A FORMER MI6 officer was 
jailed for 12 months yesterday 
for trying to sell his story to an 
Australian publisher. Govern¬ 
ment lawyers fear that he will 
try again once he is released. 

Richard Tomlinson, who 
served with Mlb for four years 
and operated in Moscow and 
Bosnia, will remain a cate¬ 
gory A prisoner for the four 
months that he is likely to 
serve. He has been fn prison 
on remand for six weeks. 

The case is causing acute 
anxiety for MI6 and the Gov¬ 
ernment because of what he 
knows about highly secret 
operations. He is also bitterly 
angry at Mtb for sacking him. 

At the Old Bailey. Sir Law¬ 
rence Vemey. QC. the Record¬ 
er of London, said he was 
jailing him as a deterrent to 
others in his position, but 
added: “We're sadly aware it 
may not deter you." 

Legal sources said that if he 


chose to fly to Australia after 
being released, nothing could 
be done to stop him writing 
another book and selling it to a 
foreign publisher, although he 
would face arrest if he re¬ 
turned to Britain. Tomlinson, 
who was bom in New Zealand 
and has dual nationality, has 
relatives in Australia. 

His counsel, Owen Davies, 
hinted at the possible prob¬ 
lems ahead when, in appeal¬ 
ing for a lenient sentence, he 
said that Tomlinson "ought to 
be put at liberty in such a 
frame of mind as "to encourage 
his future silence about deli¬ 
cate operations that he knows 
about”. 

Tomlinson. 34. who gained 
a first-class degree in aeronau¬ 
tical engineering at Cam¬ 
bridge, had set out to write, 
about his covert Mlb opera¬ 
tions out of grievance at being 
sacked in 1995 after 3h years’ 
probationary service. M16 


considered he had the wrong 
attitude for longjterm employ¬ 
ment as an intelligence officer. 

By the time the Metropoli¬ 
tan Police Special Branch 
caught up with him,'he had 
the completed book on his 
computer and certain chapters 
on two Psion organisers. The 
court was told yesterday that 
one of those bad been stolen 
from his Milton Keynes home. 

When Tomlinson offered a 
synopsis to Transworid Pub¬ 
lishers in Sydney, be claimed 
there was nothing in it that, 
would damage Britain's nat¬ 
ional security. Nigel Sweeney, 
for the prosecution, said. 
However. Tomlinson later ac¬ 
knowledged that the synopsis 
contained secret information. 
He admitted a charge under 
the Official Secrets Act of 
unlawfully passing informa¬ 
tion to a third parly. 

For 50 minutes yesterday, 
court No 7 at the Old Bailey 
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An axtiats impression ofTomJinsoh inthe dock. The 


modifl are banned from publis h ing images of hisfefi _ 


was closed to the public as the 
judge heard which parts of the 
book would damage national 
security. 

The court was also told how 
Tomlinson, following the ex¬ 
ample of Peter Wright, the 
former MI5 officer who had 
Spycatcher published. in Aus¬ 
tralia, put lus proposals for a 


book to Judith McGee, a 
commissioning editor at 
Transworld, during a meeting 
in a . cafe near Bondi beach. 
Miss McGee sought confirma¬ 
tion of his identity and assur¬ 
ances about die kind of story 
hewas offering. In the end. the 
synopsis and a copy were 
placed in a locked cupboard at 


Transworid and the book was 
never published. 

‘ In February. MJ6 came to 
an agreement with Tomlinson 
tinder which he would scrap 
his plans, hand over his mat¬ 
erial and drop his complaints 
against the service in return 
for “generous" financial help. 
But he broke the agreement 


and continued to write-tbtfie 
publishers in Sydney. . ' • 
Passing sentence, the judge 
told Tomlinson that he war 
concerned only with "national 
interests and security of tig 
intelligence services who c*. 
quire, and rightly so, absahifc 
confidentiality about parts cf 
their activities* . • 



ever y US G D L6 XU S is rs GOO D ns New 

RFTefl all, we do TURN th e CLOCK back 


If H.G. Wells v\;.i;> a live io<Ln he'd probdbh jppivri.m* the I. - \ j. : -. V.l\ jurefi •. ; i_:r 
n'iVtiris we c..!!! iru Dj'ick n'i ’ itn<. r..;ich uscc: cuan lo ic- 1 . vc.i' s »»l■;t. uow h.i> \■ .u. 

unlimited mikxide vwT-iv.xw.y. The Get ihnt the ixnefics of n new l.c\U' bt-svir, .'cT: with 
•when voii ba\ o used one. xxpl.'ii.-u the fine Saeres\io:i. \p.ir? -rum :he w.i.wx. \. 
there's a 3 yea; Lexus Club iiuenbe--hip. 3 years RAC Lan> cove?; Lexus M.^M-eni-ei: S.- 

and c! reri. ire eel ii; yu..i!v;uo.'. JJi.n bc-iort: itusi. evorv eu- ;i.:s a aei ti-p'o-o e ;>.<•< k 

ov a Lext!> sped a 11st. Bv t he ’inn- .\r*> I jnMwwi. ; I s<* i> •. a.- 


Bidding 
war for 
tycoon’s 
soldiers 


Detonator 
blast kills 


weapons 

collector 


By John Shaw 


By Jo Merrett 


RICH collectors waged a 
record-breaking battle for toy 
soldiers from the largest pri¬ 
vate army in the world at 
Christie's in South Kensing¬ 
ton. southwest London, yes¬ 
terday. Friers kft the pre-sale 
estimates far. behind in re¬ 
peated bidding skirmishes 
for items collected by the late 
Malcolm Forbes, the Ameri¬ 
can multimillio naire publish¬ 
er of Forbes magazines. 

He kept the army of60.000 
in a museum at die Palace 
Mendoub in Tangier, bought 
when he-was considering an 
Arab edition of the m ag a z in e. 
The cofiecthuLwas sold in two 
stages and made ah overall 
total of £5191368 with all the; 
L054 lots finding buyers. 
Some collectors paid between 
two and 18 times the estimate 
for items from the 17th to 20th 
centuries. 

□ A rare lettercard posted 
from die Titanic two days 
before she sank on April 12, 
1912, was sold for £4330 at 
Sotheby's in London yester¬ 
day. The souvenir passed to 
stamp collector Stan 'Martin 
on the death of his mother-in- 
law in Clacton, Essex. He 
plans to donate die proceeds 
to die roof repair fund at his 
methodist church in Clacton. 


THE head of war studies at 
Sandhurst was killed when a 
detonator from his collection 
of military artefacts exploded 
in his hand. 

Dr John Pimlott, 49. died on 
October 24. just 24 hours after 
returning from a battlefield 
visit to Aiamein in Egypt. He 
managed to stagger into his 
lounge after die device, from 3 
German shell, blew up while 
he was examining it. then died' 
a few minuues later. .. _• 

Earlier in October, before 
his visit to North Africa, with 
colleagues from the Royal- 
Military Academy, he had 
been to the Somme battlefield 
... .The father of two was found 
by las wife, Magge.-lying 
dead at . their home u 
Camberley. Surrey, when site 
got up that morning. Mrs. 
Pimlott said in a statement 
read to an inquest at Woking, 
Surrey, that she had gone tfc 
bed at 9.45pm the night befoip 
with a heavy cold and ha d 
gone straight to sleep. 

Gary Sheffield, a colleague 
of Dr Pimlott, told the inquest 
that a firearms expert had 
said that the device that killed 
him was probably a small det¬ 
onator from one of the world 
wars. A verdict of accidental 
death was recorded. 
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Straw entitled to keep 
Hindley in jail for life 

Moors murderer vows to take fight for freedom to a higher court, reports Richard Ford 


CAMERA PRESS 



MYRA HINDLEY, the Moors mur¬ 
derer. vowed last night to fight on for 

f her freedom after she failed in her 
attempt to overturn the Home Secre¬ 
tary’s decision that she must die in 
prison. 

As Hindley prepared to take her 
fight to the Court of Appeal, the House 
of Lords and eventually the European 
Courts, an inquiry was under way 
into how the Daily Mail was able to 
publish the result of the court chall¬ 
enge before it was delivered. Lord 
Bingham of Comhill, the Lord Chief 
Justice, suggested that legal advisers 
for either the Home Secretary or 
Hindley were responsible for the leak. 

He told David Pannick, QC for die 
Government, and Edward Fitzgerald. 
QC. for Hindley. to carry out an 
investigation. Lord Bingham said it 
was “utterly unacceptable" that par¬ 
ties involved in a case should learn of 
the decision through the media. 

In his 35-page judgment Lord 
Bingham ruled that the Home Secre¬ 
tary had the power to decide that a life 
sentence imposed on an offender “will 
4 ' mean life". There remains a chance 


that Hindis, 55. could be released 
because Jack Straw has said the 
whole-life tariff could be reduced in 
the event of “exceptional progress" 
while an offender was in jaH 

After the ruling Mr Pannick said 
that if Hindley wished to apply for a 
fresh review of her case on the ground 
that she had made exceptional 
progress in prison, it would be 
considered by Mr Straw. 

Hindley has served 31 years for 
murdering Lesley Ann Downey. 10. 
and Edward Evans. 17. In 1987 she 
admitted involvement in die murders 
of John Kilbride, 12, Keith Bennett. 12, 
and Pauline Reade, 16. 

The Lord Chief Justice, sitting with 
Mr Justice Hooper and Mr Justice 
AstiU, rejected claims by lawyers 
acting for Hindley that a provisional 
minimum sentence of 30 years was 
unlawfully increased to a whole-life 
tariff. But he expressed unease at the 
fact that decisions on how long 
convicted murderers should remain in 
prison were taken by politicians 
rather than the judiciary. 

He said: “I part from die case 


uneasily conscious that the issues that 
may really underlie the case are not 
before us. There is roam for serious 
debate whether the task of determin¬ 
ing how long convicted murderers 
should serve in prison for punishment 
for the crimes should be undertaken 
by the judiciary (as in the case of 
discretionary life prisoners), or, as 
now. by die executive.” 

Lord Bingham added: “The appli¬ 
cant dearly feels that she is held 
hostage to public opinion, condemned 
to pass the rest of her life in prison, 
although no longer judged a danger to 
anyone, because of her notoriety and 
the public obloquy thar would fall cm 
any Home Secretary who ordered her 
release." 

Hindley had challenged a decision 
by Michael Howard made earlier this 
year and reaffirmed by Mr Straw last 
month that a whole-life tariff was 
necessary to meet the needs of 
"retribution and deterrence". 

The Lord Chief Justice said that the 
policy announced by Mr Howard in 
1994 had been unlawful because it 
failed to make allowance for the 


possibility of a prisoner making 
exceptional progress while in jail. 
However, the amended policy un¬ 
veiled by his successor. Mr Straw, last 
month, which allows for exceptional 
progress, was not unlawful. 

Outside the court Winnie Johnson, 
the mother of Keith Bennett, whose 
body has never been found, said she 
was pleased by the court's decision. 

"She's staying in prison which is the 
main thing, but I don't understand 
why she constantly keeps appealing. 
This is done with taxpayer's money, 
people work hard for someone so evil 
to keep doing this. This whole thing 
just seems to go cm and f just want an 
end to it." 

Ann West, the terminally ill mother 
of Lesley Ann Downey, said: “1 will 
rest in peace but 1 will haunt that 
woman. I will be on her shoulder 
morning, noon and night." 

Lord Longford, who was in court for 
the judgment, said: "The battle goes 
on. The justice of the case remains as 
before. It is quite iniquitous that any 
human being should be told they have 
to stay in prison until they die." 



Myra Hindley: she may claim she has made exceptional progress while in 
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Boy dies in 
strangling 
game that 
went wrong 


By Joanna Bale 


mwWmi 


POLICE warned parents and 
children yesterday of the dan¬ 
gers of a strangling game after 
a schoolboy died while experi¬ 
menting with it. 

Liam Hart 11. was found 
unconscious in a bedroom at 
his home on Wednesday with 
a towelling cord from a dress¬ 
ing gown wrapped around his 
neck. His mother tried to re¬ 
vive him bur he was dead on 
arrival at hospital. 

Detectives said they be¬ 
lieved Liam, from Stockport. 
Greater Manchester, had died 
playing a game that local 
children called “Rising Sun”, 
in which they partially stran¬ 
gle themselves to get a 

jingling sensation. 

" Police said they believed 
that Liam had played it before. 
They were convinced he had 
not committed suicide and 
asked teachers and parents to 
be on the lookout for the 
activity, so-called because chil¬ 
dren's faces turn red as they 
half-strangle themselves. 

Detective Inspector Kenny 
Caldwell, of Stockport police, 
said: “It's certainly a game the 
police have never heard of or 
one that teachers have been 
aware of. We have to find out 
who showed Liam howto play 
the game. We have had an in¬ 
dication he tried it before.” 

S* He added: "Anything along 
these lines interferes with the 
bloodstream and could have 


fatal consequences. I have an 
11-year-old son myself and I 
shall be speaking to him." 

Liam was a pupil at 
Avondale High School in 
Cheadle Head), where staff 
yesterday issued a warning 
about die game at assembly. 

Eric Jackson, the head 
teacher, said he was very con¬ 
cerned about the circumstan¬ 
ces of Liam's death. “Until this 
morning. 1 had no idea what 
■Rising Sun’. wasL. We have 
spoken to students and tried to 
give them the facts. We are 
trying our damnedest to make 
sure this doesn’t happen to 
any other youngsters. 

"Liam was a smashing little 
lad. He was everybody's next- 
door neighbour, a warm, 
friendly and caring Jad. He 
always worked hard and was 
very eager to help and had lots 
and lots of friends." 

Mr Jackson added that he 
had been told yesterday of an 
incident at another Stockport 
school, less than a fortnight 
ago. when a child had to be 
given medical treatment after 
playing the game. “In that 
case the outcome was not so 
tragic.” 

He added: "I spoke to some 
giris from my school this 
morning who had tried the 
‘Rising Sun' game and asked 
them if I should've known 
what was going on, but they 
told me. 'how could you?* ” 











■p! ' A cross-section of one of the 14 petrified pine trees 

m J Early Christmas 

if trees unearthed 



THE 310 mflBon-yeaiwjld an¬ 
cestors of today's Christmas 
trees haw been discovered 
during work at an opencast 
mining sate. 

B - Fourteen petrified trees, 
said to be the earliest exam¬ 
ples of todays conifers, 

- been exposed at the Prior s 
dose site near Ctae*»«g«“ 
Street Co Durham. At first 
■ the primitive trees so me op 
to ten metres long. 
thought to be giant ferns, bat 
> professor Andrew Sco^j* 

_ palaeo-botanistattbeUniwrj 
sifj of Londoa has Jdrnhfiefl 

them as very early pu» “res 
- the first to be found in 

Britain. m 

Scientists are especially ex- 
cited as, dunks to 8 ® ow of 
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minerals into the trees short¬ 
ly after they fdl during a 
qttciygniic flood thrir inte¬ 
rior structures have been 
perfectly preserved. 

At the time the trees were 

growing, the site wMon tire 

Equator and was a townying. 
hoi and humid swamp. Ex¬ 
perts believe the trees grew 
on higher ground on tte 
edge of the swamp- The 
chemical composition of me 
swamp water helped to pre¬ 
serve the timber^ ■ , 

Brian Young, in charge ot 
the Geological Survey's map¬ 
ping exercise m the area. 
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Co Durham is the home of 
fee oldest Christmas trees in 

Britain-* 
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8 SCOTTISH DEVOLUTION _ 

Dewar’s 300-day 
Bill revises 300 
years of history 


THE legislation dipt will cre¬ 
ate the" first Scottish Parlia¬ 
ment for almost 300 years was 
published yesterday by Don¬ 
ald Dewar. Scottish Secretary, 
who hailed it as an historic 
and radical document which 
would provide a "pathway to 
a new constitutional frame¬ 
work for the United Kingdom. 

Unveiling the Scotland Bill. 
Mr Dewar said: “In well 
under 300 days we have set in 
train the biggest change in 
three hundred years of Scot¬ 
tish history- The Government 


By Shirley English 

has moved quickly to keep our 
promise, the promise to deliv¬ 
er a Scottish Parliament." 

He said the Bill fulfilled the 
ambitions of the Govern¬ 
ment's devolution White 
Paper, which had been given 
the clear and enthusiastic 
backing of Scots who voted in 
the referendum in September. 
It would establish a devolved 
Parliament in Edinburgh able 
to make its own laws and with 
the power to vary income tax 
by 3p in the pound. There 
were “no hidden taxes", he 


■ Scottish Parliament will have 129 MSPs. with First 
Minister appointed by the Queen. First elections by 
proportional representation in 1999 and then every 
four years. Parliament will sit for first time in 2000. 

■ It will have powers to make laws on all domestic 
matters, including health, education, the law, transport 
local government and the environment. 

■ A number of key powers will be reserved at 
Westminster, including die UK constitution, foreign 
policy, economic policy, defence, medical ethics, 
employment law and Europe. 

■ The Scottish Parliament will continue to receive its 
share of UK public expenditure in the form of the 
Scottish Block Grant which is currently EI4 billion. 

■ It wifi have powers by2000-01 to vary the base rate 
of income taxby3p; this will be payable by UK residents 
who live more than half the year in Scotland. 


said. Echoing the words of the 
late John Smith, former Lab¬ 
our Party leader, Mr Dewar 
said the Parliament was “the 
settled will of the Scottish, 
people” and called on the 
House of Lords not to delay or 
disrupt its passage through 
Parliament. He added: "This 
Bill will give Scotland the 
power to boost its self-confi¬ 
dence, economically, cultural¬ 
ly and politically." 

The Bill fleshes out the 
powers laid down in the 
devolution White Paper, pub¬ 
lished in July, with only a few 
minor alterations to plug the 
gaps. These include giving die 
Scottish Parliament the power 
to legislate on dangerous dogs, 
but reserving powers at West¬ 
minster over “outer space” 
and “dealing with an enemy". 

Most notably the Scottish 
Parliament will be able to 
move at its own pare to 
legislate on the implementa¬ 
tion of European laws. Scot¬ 
tish Ministers and officials 
will be able to participate in 
the Council of Ministers' meet¬ 
ings. but only as part of the 
UK delegation. 

The Bill also outlines a more 
powerful “disciplinary" role 
than was first envisaged for 
the Scottish Secretary. He will 
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Scottish Secretary Donald Dewar in Glasgow yesterday, where he described the new Scotland Bill as a radical and historic document 


be able to overrule the Parlia¬ 
ment and halt legislation he 
believes is inappropriate, and 
he will have powers to ensure 
the UK's international treaties 
are implemented in Scotland. 

The Scotland Bill will get its 
second reading in early Janu¬ 
ary and will then go to a 
parliamentary committee. It is 
expected to receive Royal As¬ 
sent in October and elections 
to the Scottish Parliament will 
be held in 1999. The Scottish 


Parliament will sit for the first 
time in 2000. 

It will have a powerful new 
First Minister — equivalent to 
a Scottish Prime Minister — 
and a Presiding Officer, whose 
role will mirror that of the 
Speaker of the House of 
Commons. 

The Bill includes the provi¬ 
sion to review the number of 
Scottish MPs ar Westminster 
through the Boundary Com¬ 
mission, as promised in the 


White Paper, and enshrines 
the sovereignty of the Crown: 
all Scottish Bills will require 
Royal Assent. 

Powers to be reserved by 
Westminster powers indude 
the UK constitution, foreign 
policy, macro-economic policy 
and fiscal and monetary af¬ 
fairs. employmatf legislation, 
social security policy, regula¬ 
tion of certain professions and 
transport safety. 

The Bill was given a broad 
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welcome yesterday by both the 
Scottish Nationalists and 
liberal Democrats. However, 
both parties indicated they 
would be tabling amend¬ 
ments. Alex Salmond, leader 
of the. SNP, said the Bill 
displayed some "Westminster 
paranoia” ; m retaining powers 
over such matters as the 1952 
Hypnotism Act He said the 
SNP would concentrate on 
tabling amendments to 
strengthen the .Parliament's 


powers in Europe, on fiscal 
policy and broadcasting. 

The Liberal Democrats: t 
would be asking for assures 
ances that the Parliament: be ? 
exempt from some sex dis¬ 
crimination laws so at least 40 
per cent of MSPs would be 
■women. They were also-con¬ 
cerned that moral issues, such 
as abortion law,_ would be' 
retained at Westminster. ■ 

Diary, page 20 


Westminster 
pays, but 
MPs will 
call the tune 
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Magnus linldater 
believes the Scottish 
parliament will have 
immense influence 


Y esterday may have 
been an “historic day 
for Scotland", but it 
was also a day for heavy 
reading. The Scotland Bifi 
comes in at 40,000 words, 
116 clauses and eight sup¬ 
plementary schedules. We 
are tokl it took 60,000 
" "person hours" to com¬ 
plete: it wDJ thus be very 
politically correct 
It contains all the mind- 
numbing sob-sections that 
will determine whether the 
new Scottish parliament 
will work or not There is 
much here for Tam 
DalyeH, MP, that master of 
the fine detail to get his 
teeth into. He will find no 
answer to his famous 
“West Lothian question", 
but be wiQ be struck by the 
constant emphasis on the 
continuing role of West¬ 
minster. the weight given 
to the Secretary ofStaie for 
Scotland, and the . signifi¬ 
cant voice Scotland is to 
have in Europe. 

The central anomaly of 
Scottish MPs being al¬ 
lowed to vote on English 
matters, whOe English 
MPS have no equivalent 
say on Scottish matters, 
remains. However,, from 
the very first clause, read¬ 
ing simply: “There shall be 
a Scottish Parfiaraenf", its 
remh-is clearly set out This 
' is going to be a parliament 
wielding immense influ¬ 
ence over civic affairs in 
Sttrtiand — die health ser¬ 
vice, the criminal justice 
system, education and 
housing among others. It 
will still be financed by the 
block grant determined by 
Westminster, -but within 
that it will have freedom of 
choice. 

The Queen ret ains her 
traditional constitutional 
role. It is she who appoints 
the First Minister, as the 
Scottish Prime Minister 
will be known, somewhat 
bleakly. It is she who 
receives his resignation. It 
is she who dissolves a 
Scottish parliament under 
the Scottish Seal if a procla¬ 
mation is made which al¬ 
ters the day set down for a 
general election — the first 
Thursday in May every 
five years. The seal referred 
to is the one under winch 
the Act of Union was 
drawn tip, so there is no 
doubting that the new Scot¬ 
tish parliament wfll to a 

unionist body- - 

The Secretary of State' 


will retain a more powerful 
role than was at first 
thought For example, if he 
thinks it necessary, he wfll 
be able to intervene to 
prohibit legislation from 
gaining Royal Assent He 
will also have powers to 
prevent the Scottish execu¬ 
tive horn taking any action 
be believes is not in line 
with the United Kingdom's 
international treaties. 

It is also dear that much 
thought has been given to 
the kind of members who 
will make up the pariia- 
ment Election will to by 
proportional representa¬ 
tion, and individuals wfll. 
to able to stand both on 
constituency and regional 
lists. The aim appears to be 
to loosen the party hold 
and to ensure... that the 
parliament is mrt dominat¬ 
ed by party hacks. Whether 
this will work in practice 
remains to be seen. Peers ; 
will be allowed to stand, as 
well as church mmisterMO; 
there wflj at the very least- 
to greater diversity than in' 
the Commons. ' r ' 

The post that will to 
watched with most interest 
is that of the Presiding . 
Officer — the equivalent of 
the Speaker. This wfll to 
the first post to be filled — 
by election from among the 
members —abd the incum¬ 
bent will run the parfia- 
menfs business. His remit - 
seems to be vast and it is be 
who will have to control 
mid shape this emergent 
body as it develops commit¬ 
tees. standing orders and 
-afl the familiar parapher-■' 
nalia of a democratic 

instrument 

P erhaps the mayor 
surprise is the role 
that a new Scotland ' 
may acquire in Europe 
Members of the Scottish 
parliament will be able to 
attend the European Coun¬ 
cil of Ministers as part of 
the UK delegation, and the 
Scottish Parliament mil be 
given powers to legislate 
itsdf on European laws. 
The parliament wfll be 
given powers to deal direct¬ 
ly with the European 
Union and. for instance, to 
move foster or slower than 
Westminster if it sees Euro¬ 
pean legislation as helping' 
or hindering. 

Here; possibly, lie the 
Seeds of conflict with West¬ 
minster. There will doubt¬ 
less to many more. 



















































































r [ jtegMBS FRIDAY DECEMBER 


19 1997 



er Dolly, meet Polly 


scientists re- 

• ™ r the doned 

T r 'ow produced 
jv 8 ®!* w h* c h makes a 

rr~, ce Y s ' modified by the 
E?5*? on 1 ?f a human gene, 
done she is less remark- 

Wtojdefrom adult cells, but the 
£“W e used to make her is 
r***y to prove more valuable 
to belong run. : 

u not lay any means the 
ri Jtoatoai made which is 
r*P*to»® of producing human 
Proteins m Its milk. But the 
gm at die Roslin Research 
F™tute m Roslin, Midlothi- 
report to Science that their 
method is far more efficient 
fl|an those used earlier, and 
can also be used to select the 
sex of the Iamb. 

* The previous hit-or-miss 
toeihod used at Roslin and 
dsewhere involved injecting 
the human gene into an egg, 
ind then putting it back into a 
mother sheep in the hope that 
her lamb would express the 
human protein made by that 
gene in her milk. Only a 
minority did. so the method 

^- 

Man finds 

mouse 
baked in 
can of 
beans 

By Joanna Bale 

A SAINS BURVS customer 
eating baked beans straight 
from the tin came across what I 
he thought was a piece of | 
suing. He tugged at it and, to , 
his horror, pulled out a mouse 
by the tail The animal had 
beat cooked in die tin. 

The beans were bought in 
New Cross, south London, in 
November last year by Robert 
Howard, from Brockley in 
southeast London, nils week 
HL Foods, which produced 
the own-brand beans for 
Sainsbury’s, was fined £8.000 
by magistrates at Greenwich, 
southeast London, after plead¬ 
ing guilty lo offences under the 
Food Safety Act. 

A spokeswoman for Lewi¬ 
sham council, which brought 
the prosecution, said yester¬ 
day; “Nobody knows for sure 
at what point of the process he 
/ Atnouse got in. The beans are 
^Sieved and blanched, tomato 
sauce is added and the tins are 
sealed and cooked at 130 
degrees. The mouse’s stomach 
was full of starch so it may 
haw been eating die beans 
before it was boiled." 

More than 12.000 tins from 
the same batch were removed 
from supermarket shelves by 
Salisbury's. A spokeswoman 
for the company said: “Food 
safety is one of our top 
priorities. Any foreign object 
.found in our products is taken 
wry seriously and as soon as 
we knew there was a problem 
we launched an investigation 
fcwith HL Foods, who immed¬ 
iately admitted liabifity. 

"We are now satisfied that 
there are tighter measures in 
place at HL Foods and envi¬ 
ronmental health officers haw 
also checked the factory and 
are fully satisfied." 

Robin Brooks, sales and 
marketing director at HL 
Foods, of Long Sutton, Lin¬ 
colnshire. said: “We under¬ 
took a detailed review of pro¬ 
cedures and have tightened 
our already rigorous safety 
checks to ensure this incident 
never happens again." 

The company, which still 

supplies Sainsbury’s and oth- 

er supermarket chains, is in 
discussions with Mr Howard 
over compensation. ‘ 


Nigel Hawkes reports bn how 
scientists have developed a 
technique for creating lambs 
to combat human disease 


was wasteful — many preg¬ 
nancies failed to produce 
transgenic lambs. 

The new method makes it 
possible to ensure that the 
gene is integrated into the cells 
before they are used to replace 
the DNA in the egg. That 
creates a higher success rate. 

Dr Ron James, managing 
director of PPL, the company 
linked to the Roslin Institute, 
said yesterday: “The produc¬ 
tion of transgenic livestock by 
nuclear transfer allows prod¬ 
ucts to be developed far more 
rapidly and uses fewer ani¬ 
mals than earlier methods. 
The technique also allows us 
to develop therapeutics that 
would previously haw been, 
impossible or uneconomical.” 

In Polly's case, the gene 
used was that which makes 
Factor IX the blood-dotting 


NEWS IN BRIEF 



a^enrwhkhis missing in men 
with haemophilia B. At 
present sudh men are treated 
with Factor DC extracted from 

human blood, But extracting it 
from sheep’s .raifle should be 
cheaper and bee from risks of 
infection, says the scientific 
team, led by Dr. Angelika 
Schnieke. 

Foetal cells were taken from 
Poll Dorset Iambs, and the 
Factor IX gene inserted. The 
cells were maintained in cul¬ 
ture and tested to see whether 
the gene bad been successfully 
integrated. Only then were the 
cells inserted into eggs from 
Scottish Blackface ewes,'from 
which the ewe's own DNA 
had been removed. 

The eggs were then replaced 
in the ewes and brought to 
birth. Two problems emerged. 
The ewes did not give birth 


spontaneously, but had to be 
induced, and there was a high 
stillbirth rate of 46 per cent It. 
is hoped that further develop¬ 
ment of the technique wul. 
solve these problems. 

Dr lari Witmrrt, the team' 
leader, said: the result was 
“tremendously encouraging, 
and a major, step towards our 
goal of bring able to make 
very precise genetic modifica¬ 
tions m livestock species” The 

technique has been patented 

- by the institute, which says it 
.has great - commercial 
potential. . 

Its success in producing 
Dolly is saluted by Science as 
“breakthrough of the year"; It 
beat such' actoevements as the- 
Mars Pathfinder mission, the 

- extraction of Neanderthal 
DNA and the ideotifkatfon of 
strange sources of gamma 
rays in the sky. 

Areas in which the Polly 
technology cpuld be useful, the 
institute says, include trans¬ 
plantation of organs frbmpigs 
to humans, because it would 
allow the pigs to be modified 
• so that their organs were not 
recognised as foreign by the 
human recipients. 
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Aids scare 





PbBy the man-made lamb with her Scottish Blackface surrogate mother 


Hillary Clinton 

First lady 
linked to 
pit town 

HfUaiy Clinton has been 
invited to trace her family 
roots in die former mining 
community of Stanley in Co 
Durham in die North East 
Local historians believe 
Mrs Clinton, whose maiden 
name is Rodham, is linked to 
the Rod dams who worked 
and lived in Durham pit villa- j 
ges in the last century. In 1883 j 
the man thought to be her 
great grandfather. Jonathan 
Roddam, emigrated with his | 
family to Pennsylvania. The | 
county council Has now in- ; 
vited Mrs Clinton to see 1 
where her family came from. . 

Elm damages 

A man with an extreme form 
of cerebral palsy was award¬ 
ed agreed damages of £1 mil¬ 
lion at the High Court in 
London. Alan Dir. 24, suf¬ 
fered severe asphyxiation 
shortly before birth at West¬ 
minster Hospital. London. 

Drugs lesson 

Dfxoos City Technology Coll¬ 
ege. Bradford, the recipient 
of an award from West 
Yorkshire Police for its anti- 
drugs policy, has suspended 
two boys, aged 14 and 15. after 
they were found with canna¬ 
bis daring a routine search. 

Wader count 

! The British Trust for Orni¬ 
thology is appealing for bird¬ 
watchers to help it to 
complete a pan-European 
survey of shoreline waders by 
the end of January. Anyone 
interested should telephone 
01842 750050. 
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dean bill 


BY Paul Wilkinson 

ONE of the two women at the 
.centre of an Aids scare on 
Britain’s largest army base 
said yesterday that a new 
blood test had prayed she was 
not carrying the virus. 

Lindsay Griffiths, 19. is 
awaiting confirmation of the 
test at a hospital near the base 
at Catterick. North Yorkshire. 
She said: “It is just such a 
relief to hear this news. I have 

been to hell and back these last 

few days and i feel angry at 
the way l have been treated." 

Earier this week Colonel 
Neil Donaldson, the garrison 
deputy commander, warned, 
his 7,000 troops about “ar 
least" two women who were 
rtjagnns pri HIV-positive, but 
were continuing promiscuous 
liaisons with soldiers. He re¬ 
fused to identify them. 

Miss Griffiths and her 
friend Charlotte “Bonnie" 
Clarke. 20. said they believed 
they were the women to whom 
he was referring. They live in 
Colburn near the base, and 
the activities at Miss Clarke's 
flat have been the subject of 
oomplain tsby neighbours. 
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F uture generations will live in . 
a saner, happier and mote 
peaceful world because pf the 
enormous contributions of L Ron 
Hubbard’s writings and technology.” 
Anne Archer 
Actress ' •« • 


T here are those men whose 
wisdom, honesty and teach- 
ing lift all others with them 
like the tide, to new heights of 
human excellence..... because they 
were here among us. Such a man 
was L. Ron Hubbard.” 

L Fletcher Prouty. 

Colonel, United States 
• Air Force, Retired 

M r. Hubbard’s technology 
saved my life. It doesn’t 
get much better than 

that.” 

Kirstie Alley, Actress • 

I n my opinion, L. Ron Hubbard’s 
work in the drug rehabilitation 
field IS ‘the field of drug rehabil¬ 
itation.’ Finally, someone discov¬ 
ered why a person would turn to 
drugs and alcohol in their life and 
how to break free of those self- 
destructive patterns to live a 
happier, more productive life. He 
has given us a road out that would 
be more aptly named life rehabili¬ 
tation.”’ • 

Marklsham 

Grammy Attend Warning 
Recording Artist and 
Academy A ward Nominated 
Him Composer 


T he gift L Ron Hubbard has 
for you, me and all mankind 
is peace and freedom- Peace 
and freedom to discover and know." 
Terry Jastrow 
Seven-time Emmy Award 
Winning PixxJucer/Director 


H aving practiced medicine 

for fifty years, 1 have con¬ 
cluded that L. Ron 
Hubbard is clearly among that 
handful of individuals who have 
made remarkable and very major 
contributions to the betterment 
of the individual. That he had 
the courage to challenge 'outdated 
notions arid introduce entirely 
workable ideas only underscores 
his greatness.” 

Theron G. Randolph, M.D. 
Founder of the American 
■ Academy of 
Environmental Medicine 


A sensitive, uniquely spirited 
creative genius, whose 
unique discoveries, 
insights and understanding about 
the nature of man and life have . 
brought peace of mind and com¬ 
fort to millions. L. Ron Hubbard 
was one of the most brilliant 
minds of our time.” 

Professor Joseph Paige 
Former President and Dean, 

Shaw Divinity School 

I have found many writers and 
teachers simply reiterate that 
which is known and accepted. 
Seldom in a lifetime does there 
come a man who challenges the 
axioms. L Ron Hubbard Was such a 
man. Not satisfied with the status 
quo he reached for the stars. In so 
doing he forced the rest of us to 
move from our complacency and to 
know why we believe what we 
believe. 

Dr. Donald N. Sills 
President, Coalition for 
Religious Freedom 
Washington, D.C. 


f \ 'he gift of freedom from pain 
I and upset that Ron has 
■A. made available to me and 
the world, will not be forgotten ” 

• ‘ John Travolta 

Actor • • 

I have seen die results of the drug 
rehabilitation methods devel¬ 
oped by L Ron Hubbard and 
they can only be described as 
miraculous. I know no other person- 
who has contributed so much for 
the benefit of so many.” 

Lord McNair 
House of Lords . 

I first realized he was a genius 
because of his contribution to 
my field. Later I discovered that 
his brilliance embraced the arts and 
humanities as well. L Ron Hubbard 
was a true Renaissance man— 
philosopher, scientist, writer and 
artist.” 

. William L. Marcus, Ph. D. 
huernationally recognized Scientist 
and Toxicologist 


L Ron Hubbard set a scar-high 
goal for us. He documented it 
with his writings and lectures. 
He taught it with pure love. He’s 
left us nothing but pure inspira¬ 
tion.” 

Chick Corea 

Eight'time Grammy Award 
Winning Musician 

L Ron Hubbard was an extra¬ 
ordinary human being 
whose contributions to 
education in the field of literacy 
should be applauded by all. An 
explorer; teacher, entrepreneur, 
writer, and staunch patriot, he 
followed his own path, never 
allowing anyone to set boundaries 
on what he could or would do. 

We should all learn from the 
example of his life, and strive to 
make ourselves and the world a 
better place.” 

Dr. Harry Kloor, Ph. D. 

■ Producer, Writer, Educator 


VI7 Tithout a doubt, L. Ron 
\X / Hubbard is one of the 
V V most prolific and influen¬ 
tial writers of the 20th century ” 
Stephen V. Whaley 
Professor of English and 
Foreign Languages 

W ords cannot express my 
undying appreciation to 
Mr. L. Ron Hubbard, for 
fulfilling the prophesies of long ago, 
and bringing to man the way to 
spiritual freedom.” 

Mr Fumio Sawada 
Director 

Sophis University, japan 


l IS SPONSORED BY THE FRIENDS OF L. RC 

If YOU WOULD UKE A COMPLIMENTARY COPY OF L. RON HUBBASD: A PROFILE WRITE OR CALL: 





ou can also check the following Internet sites, available in five languages: htlptf/wwwsdei^ • hdp-.//wwwiron^ * hStps/fwmr^aiMaks^ • email^o@scttiitrrf(^y^ 
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Aian Hamilton on a tradition that was launched on a collapsing chair 


ON Christmas Day is 1932, a 
ra^^un^py King George V 
left the family dinner table at 
Sandringham and. went into a - 
bdow-sfcairs office to deliver 
the fast royal Christinas 

broadcast 

Apart from thrdudr coilaps- . 

ing under him as he sat down, 
it went weDL The two micro- - 
phones and red cue li ght were 
hidden in cabinets ofAustra- 
lian walnut and the table was 
covered with a heavy doth to 
dampen the echo. Twenty m3- . 
lion people heard the King’s 
brief message of cheer, all of 
250 words. 

“Through one of the marvels 
of modem science,” the King 
intoned, “I am enabled, tfiis 
Christmas Day. to speak to all 
my peoples throughout the - 
Empire. I bake It as- a good 
omen . that wireless should 
have reached its present per¬ 
fection at a time "when the . 
Empire has been linked in' 
closer union.” 

That the world amid hear 
the King-Emperor live was ■ 
regarded as. a technical mar¬ 
vel, and the harbinger of even 
more astonishing things to 
come. The Observer news- ;l 
paper, with rare perripioace. 
commented: “The time is not 
far distant when it wH he 
possible for the remotest exfle 
not only to hear die voice of the 
King, but to see His Majesty m 
the act of utterance.” 

That time, it transpired, was 





George V made the first Christmas broadcast and' 
George VI contimied to dosotfirough the war years 


a merequarter^rentury tfistant. 
Christinas radio broadcasts 
had continued through the 
war. and King George VTs*, 
addresses to his embattled . 
people had ham a source of 
inspiration- Then m 1954 the 
BBC approached tire freshly 
crowned Queen Elizabeth n 
with top suggestion that she 
give her Christmas message 
oh tejeviskra- She demurred. 
saying tbehme for such jmno- 
yatioR b^d not yet arrived. She 
retentedin 1957; having earlier 
that year qxdten directly to. 
auneradurfogatonrc^Quia- 
da, a royal innovation drat was 
particularly wefl. recetuedL .il 
was - also the 25th azmiversaiy 
erf George Vs "firet wireless 

address.^, .. 

Antony Grntqn, a- veteran . 
BBC producer who had been a 


schoolmate of Prince Philip at 
" Gordonstoun.was despatched 
_to Sandringham on Qmstmas 
pay, as were an army of BBC' 
and rPost Office engineers and • 
linesmen- TheQueen,. unused / 
to addressing her subjects live 
on camera. was voy nervous, 
bat was coached in calm by 
her hasband, who bad made a 
number;*..of. ' live- studio 
ap pearances. 

•- By today's standards; it was 
. a -stated per for mance,. the 
script as stiff as the set “My. 
own family often gather round > 
to yatich television, as theyare 
at- this moment, mid that is/ 
how I immune .you now,” the. 


“I very much hope that this 
new' mediam w£Q makemy 
Christmas message more per¬ 
sonal and direct It isinevita- 


hfcibatlshmdd seem a rather 
remote" figure to many of yon 
'—a stuxeSsbr to the kings and 
sX^Jbistnry, someone 

•’*-aoay be familiar in 

jinn fifoos bid: vriro. 

your per 1 
But now. at least 
T welcome, 
yoq -to ^tepeace of iny own 

TTfetfitoadcast went down a 
at home and abroad. 

Bria&fiiKrwspajfcrsspoke of“a 

* ' ’ young 

an easy 
dm news¬ 
papers printed the^text in fulL_ 

- live. - transmission was 
qmddy abandoned! Half the 
Com m onwealth wag receiving 
it .tii. the; middle of night; 
besides, it interr u pt e d family, 
dinner at Sandringham. The 
-message has been pre-record¬ 
ed every year since 1959. 

l ike ZTte Morecambe and 
Wise; Christmas Show, the 
Quben'S ' broadcast became 
part of the, fabric of Christmas 
tnd^nr^IW'.npt any mine,. 
The ; - B1$C calculated toe 
number erf Viewers for the 1965 
brbadcastfo be 17.4 million. By 
1993 it had slipped marginally 
to .163 anOSbu. Recently there 
has beta a sharper decline 
last year’s official viewing 
figure was Ja mere U million, 
rather audience 

for tfejijpeftai Christmas edi¬ 
tion. Later inf the day. of Only 
Foals And Horses. 



This cartoon by Alasdatr Hilleaty was commissioned by the Princess Royal for 
the Queen's golden wedding annivecsaiy, which was celebrated last month 


Record 
viewers 
expected 
this year 

AFTER years of dedining 
interest at home, the Queen's 
traditional Christmas broad¬ 
cast is likely to attract its 
biggest audience "this year, 
with television companies 
around the world scrambling 
to screen it in full. 

Demand for the pro¬ 
gramme has been stimulated 
by the death of Diana, Prin¬ 
cess of Wales; broadcasters 
are hoping the Queen will 
refer to her former daughter- 
in-law. Buckingham Palace 
resolutely refused to disclose 
the content of toe Queen’s 
message yesterday. 

It wui not, as some expect¬ 
ed, be live from Sandring¬ 
ham. The Queen recorded it 
at Windsor earlier this week 
and copies are already on 
their way to remoter parts of 
toe Commonwealth. 

The programme will be 
broadcak on all major British 
television and radio networks 
at 3pm. It will be offered for 
simultaneous transmission 
around toe world by major 
television networks, including 
CNN, Reuters and Associated 
Press, who in the past have 
taken only brie/ news dips. It 
wall also be shown on British 
Airways long-haul flights 
leaving from Heathrow and 
Gatwick airports and will be 
available on the Internet on 
both the Buckingham Palace 
Website — www.royaLgov.uk 
— and toe ITN website — 
www.itn.co.uk. The broadcast 
is being produced by ITN for 
the first time. 


War museum in 





■J- •«;> ... 

By Russeu.Jenkins * . 

a £40 MILLION project- -ig/- • scheme, would attract 400,000 
buikian Imperial WirMitsi^ }dsitc^a.year, but the lottery 
um for the North was thrown *femd?©usfees Say the project 
into doubt yesterday when the (foes »c« fit mwito their poficy 
Heritage Lottery Rmd reject-, erf “doing more for less", 
ed an application for.the Sulk 4be Imperial War Museton 
of toe funding. " U .if 4 *. ha& $askm J for.? {-ZZmSfion 
The roraetrm, to be mrik - from foe ^Heritage lottery 
alongside ’ the new Lowry randflt has already attracted 
Centre or industrial waste? * : £BJ&miHkxr^finosB the local 
land beside the Manchester 
Ship Canal ia Traffatd. W$s 
expected to' house hnind 
weapons and warar^ 

The futuristic desdgn.pro- 


European. 
Fuo 



Devrfop- 

rmteeuxfl’s 


duced hy the Pohto-Amatvam 
architect Danid U h eri d a d . 
had already provoked contro¬ 
versy. The budding, which 
took toe form of three giant 
shards, symbolised twnfes on 
land, sea rand - air. < The 
6,000sq ft building was said 
to resemble a “broken ^abe 
shattered by toe wars cf.toe 
early 20th century”- Much of 
the weaponry and archive 
material due to go on, display 
has never been mi public view. 

Its supporters befieve toe. 


vfete shocked by. 
TiwnediMriy 
to Chris: Smith, toe 
Odforefieomry. - 
The^Jrustees sail . toe 
amoftnt 1 of money, for such 
projects had been cut back 
smoeihe setting up of toe sixto 
“good causer. to&New Oppor¬ 
tunities Rmd... 

. They also took toe view that 
toe Manchester Museum of 
Sdetv* and Technology, toe 
Gty.;Art Gaflery and toe 
Manchester Museum haw 
already benefited substantial¬ 
ly from a joint: £36trrillicn 
ktoery funding pledge. 
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pbmatdng IWb^ 

scan dotting a** *q 
shoes offer him hate 
pmtehmfrmlke 
bitter ceid aod there is 
mo money to tea bis 

otphaaoge. Then an 

J7.C00 places m 
Bmlganoi erphamages. 


Nto Moeey lb Feed The Chaaren 
No Montr lb Heat The Orphanages 

BmnriiB a cotmtry in toe midst of a smeus econom ic 
crisis. Wow tooosrads rfduldnaj are 
SiberirotenBwalBreshirtfecoiirery- 1 ^ : 8* nt ^^ lsl,ee<fc T 

Tliere is Stfle raawy k> beat toe 
Ontoauagc Undoes are having ra beg for food from local 
viBues and mrfy know where toe nett meal is commg ... 

Wan»cha4en.Hto Yotto 
^toeeold coold prove fatal for wnItBr ’ 

Wiflxxd — ,J JJ - —u h-nnamhc for B nl sia n a s 


TT* European Qnhtei's TinSt, sister chanty afTbe 
gn^iian nmhanagg That, is ready to distnbgiB emcayagy 
fed 10 te «!*»>»*« m OOM me. 

Kern- gift teda<? uffl save fives and bnBg hope. 
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12 POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT 


Harman enrages 
disability group 
at talks on cuts 


THE TIMES FRIDAY DECE MBER 19 199 ? 


By Jill Sherman and Philip Webster 


DISABILITY campaigners 
were furious yesterday at Har¬ 
rier Harman's failure ro offer 
them any assurance riiat bene¬ 
fits for the sick and disabled 
would nor be cur. 

During a meeting with rhe 
all-parry" disablement group, 
led by Lord Ashler of Stoke. 
Ms Harman, the Serial Sec¬ 
urity Secretary-, promised ber- 
ter consultation on future 
chances. But she would nor 
rule "out cuts, taxation or 
means testing for any of the sL\ 
disability benefits that now 
cost the Exchequer £24 billion 
a year. She also raised the 
possibility of money being 
given ro local councils to hand 
out as they thought necessary 
rather than her department 
paying benefit to individual 
claimants. 

After the hour-long meeting. 
Lord Ashley, a former Labour 
minister, expressed his disap¬ 
pointment and frustration. 
"Disabled people will have a 
miserable Christmas." he 
said. "I've had lots of letters 
from people who are worried, 
frightened and anxious and 
hardly dare turn on the tele- 
viMon in case they hear about 
further cutbacks.” 

He said that he would 
continue to demand a categor¬ 
ical undertaking from Ms 


Harman that there would be 
no cuts. "We said we support¬ 
ed the review* of the Welfare to 
Work programme on condi¬ 
tion that there were no cuts in 
individual welfare or disabil¬ 
ity benefits. Harriet Hannan 
has not given that under¬ 
taking." 

Ms Harman later suggested 
that existing claimants would 
be protected but that new 
claimants could find benefits 
reduced, or even abolished. 
“We cannot say we will contin¬ 
ue with the status quo. We 
would only do that if we 
thought the system was work¬ 
ing well and it isn’t." 

Lord Ashley said that Ms 
Harman had agreed to meet 
the group again in January 
but he complained that she 
had failed to give straight 
answers to any of the ques¬ 
tions put forward. 

Members of the group, 
which included Lord Rix, 
chairman of Mencap. and the 
Tory MPs Angela Browning 
and Peter Boaomley. asked 
Ms Hannan what the remit of 
the review was and if it had 
been specifically set up to save 
money. She is said to have 
skirted round the subject, 
merely saying the point was to 
provide opportunities for 
people to find work, while 


protecting those who could 
not. 

Yesterday’s meeting came 
after die Cabinet held another 
lengthy debate about what its 
members accept is the most 
sensitive problem faring the 
Government this Parliament. 
Although Mr Blair’s determ¬ 
ination to push through re¬ 
form was endorsed, ministers 
agreed that the Government 
must explain its intentions 
better than it had over the cuts 
in benefits for single parents. 

It was agreed that a Green 
Paper setting out changes to 
the welfare state would be 
published in February. There 
was also said to be agreement 
with John Prescott's remark 
that it should establish a 
"consensus for change". 

Ministers deeply regret that 
the first test of their resolve to 
cany out radical change came 
on a Tory-imposed cut. But 
they believe that it could help 
to prepare the party for com¬ 
prehensive reform based on 
getting people into work. 

Mr Blair told the Cabinet 
that the social security budget 
amounted to more than the 
total spent on health, educa¬ 
tion and defence. He said: “We 
have to get the welfare state 
back ro the principles on 
which it was founded, which is 



Lord Ashley after meeting Harriet Harman yesterday 


underlining the importance of 
work, helping those who are 
in need.” He added that people 
would support what the Gov¬ 
ernment was seeking-to do 
once the facts were presented. 

Gordon Brown, the Chan¬ 
cellor, said that the Govern¬ 
ment would rightly be judged 
on whether it mounted a 
successful attack on poverty. 
He told colleagues: “We have 
got to get the facts out about 
how the welfare state is not 
helping those most in need " 

Mr Blair's spokesman re¬ 


fused to discuss whether indi¬ 
vidual benefits such as child 
benefit or disability and sick¬ 
ness allowances would be 
affected. But he said that the 
Government could not get into 
a position where it had to 
defend every benefit to every 
person, and he highlighted 
increasing reports of people on 
sickness and disability allow¬ 
ances who should not be 
claiming it He insisted that 
the premise of the review was 
not to introduce “Tory" cuts. It 
was to alleviate poverty. 


Tories 
prefer 
Blair to 
Hague 

By Peter Riddell 

MORE Tory supporters like 
Tony Blair than like William 
Hague, their own leader, ac¬ 
cording to the latest MORI 
poll for The Times. 

The poll undertaken last 
weekend, underlines the 
sharp contrast in popularity 
between the two leaders. Mr 
Hague has a serious problem 
in establishing his identity 
and personality with the 
voters. 

In June/just after be was 
elected Tory leader, three 
fifths of the public did not 
have a view either way about 
him. This has now fallen to a 
quarter. The bad news for 
him is that most of the 
previous don’t knows have 
shifted to not liking him. 
While die proportion liking 
him has risen from 18 to 24 per 
cent since June, the number 
disliking him has jumped 
from 20 to 50 per cent The 
swing against him has been 
even across the social and age 
spectrum. Unusually for a 
Tory leader, he is almost as 
unpopular among those aged 
over 55 as among 18 to 24- 
y ear-olds. 

Mr Hague has die further 
problem that he is also dis¬ 
liked by many Tory support¬ 
ers. Those saying that they 
would vote Tory on balance 
dislike rather than like Mr 
Hague by 42 to 39 per cenL 
However, these Tories like 
Mr Blair by a 51 to42 percent 
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mar gin. This ties in with the 
monthly approval latmgs. 
Dissatisfaction with the way 
that Mr Hague is doing his 
job as Conservative leader is 
as high among Tory support¬ 
ers as among die public as a 
whole. 

There has also been a 
doubling since June in die 
proportion disliking Mr 
Hague's policies In 52 per 
cent while the number liking 
his policies has risen from 14 
to just 22 percent 

Before the election, the pub¬ 
lic disliked Tory policies even 
more than now, though, on 
balance, they liked John Ma¬ 
jor. He was roughly twice as 
popular as his successor. 

By contrast Mr Blair has 
become even more liked by 
the public during the course 
of this year. Last Jannaiy, he 
was liked rather than disliked 
by 53 to 35 per cent This has 
increased toa 69 to 21 per cent 
margin. The proportion lik¬ 
ing rather than disliking his 
policies has risen from a net 
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balance of plus 8 to ptasTS 
points. 

Admittedly. Mr Blair's net 
approval rating — measuring 
those satisfied minus those 
dissatisfied with his perfor¬ 
mance — has fallen from phis 
50 to plus 34 points since fide 
November. Among Labour 
supporters, his net rating has 
dipped from plus 80 to plus 73 
points. But these ratings are 
still higher than Mr Major 
ever enjoyed and higher even 
than the post-Falklands peak 
of Margaret Thatcher. 

The MORI economic opti¬ 
mism index — measuring 
those thinking that the gener¬ 
al economic condition of the 
country will improve rather 
than get worse over die next 12 
months — is now minus 4 
points. Hus compares with 
plus 6 points in late Novem¬ 
ber and is the lowest rating 
store last December. 

□ MORI interviewed a repre¬ 
sentative quota sample of 
2,122 adults from December 
12 to 15. 


New Labour’s 
honeymoon 
is still 

going strong 


ONE of the most frequent 
and silliest, political com¬ 
ments of the autumn has been 
that, the Blair Government’s 
honeymoon isover. or is about. 
to end. This has been forecast 
every time the Government 
has hit a problem, whether the 
Bemie Ecdestone affair or the 
row over single-parent bene¬ 
fits. But it has not happened. 

The ratings of both Tony 
Blair and Labour remain at 
near record levels. Even the 
sharp drop this month in 
satisfaction with Mr Blair and 
the Government only removes 
some of the shine from the 
post-election gloss and still 
leaves their ratings well above 
the levels of the Thatcher and 
.Majoryears. At the same time. 
Labour's two-to-one lead over 
tiie Tories bas hardly nar¬ 
rowed yet 

Two refated factors are at 
work. Hist, the vast majority 
of the public believes that the 
Government still deserves the 
benefit of the doubt Having 
taken the decisive step of 
changing the party in office on 
May 1, voters want to give 
Labour a chance to prove 
itself. While people are hot 
starry-eyed about what the 
Government — any govern¬ 
ment can do — and about 
what is likely to happen to 
taxes, they agree with its 
broad aims and what- it has 
done so far. 

Secondly, the public re¬ 
mains disillusioned with the 
Tories. The voters' verdict on 
May 1 was not just a rejection 
of John Major, whom the 
public rather liked personally. 
It was more fundamental, 
about the divided state of the 
Tory party. Just as Labour lost 
the confidence of the public in 
the early 1980s. so have the 
Tories now. That is reflected in 
a series of indicators — party 
image, where the Tories are 
now behind not only Labour 
but also foe Liberal Demo¬ 
crats; tiie poor results of both 
the Winchester and Becken¬ 
ham by-elections (where the 
party retained only three fifths 
of its May 1 vote); and William 
Hague's abysmal ratings. The 
public is not yet interested in 
listening to the Tories, or 
ready to forgive them for past 
errors. So even when satisfac¬ 
tion with - the Government 
drops, as this month, voters 


Press register 
demanded 

Parliamentary journalists - 
should have to list their out¬ 
side interests on a publicly 


are still unwilling to prefer the 
Tories to Labour. 

The Blair team will regard 
these trends as a vindication 
far.its step-by-step strategy of 
proving that Labour can be 
trusted in office after so long in 
opposition. But that does not 
mean that awkward decisions 
on taxes and spending can be 
postponed indefinitely. 

The Government has so far 
managed to avoid unpopulari¬ 
ty by raising spending on 
popular programmes through 
a series of hidden and indirect 
tax increases (on pension 
funds, the windfall levy on 
privatised utilities and by 
raiding the National Lottery). 
But there is a limit to such easy 
options. If the comprehensive 
spending review is to succeed, 
there will have to be real cuts 
in some programmes, notably 
social security, to finance 
growth elsewhere. These ten¬ 
sions will test the Govern¬ 
ment’s popularity, as will any 
slowdown in the economy and 


ON POLITICS 

halt to the steady decline in 
unemployment 

The sensible Tory response 
to these poll ratings is to be 
patient and to think long-term, 
as Mr Hague is doing with his 
far-reaching proposals to 
change party organisation 
and internal democracy as a 
first step towards winning 
back public confidences By 
contrast some Tory spokes¬ 
men are making a mistake in 
making strident attacks on the 
Government The public is 
neither impressed nor con¬ 
vinced. Far better to be mea¬ 
sured. which is in tune with 
the public mood. 

Nonetheless, the Tories do 
have a problem with Mr 
Hague. His strong public 
performances, both at the 
party-conference and often at 
Prime Minister's Questions, 
are not getting through to 
people. After being initially 
non-co mmital about him. 
many voters, including Tory 
supporters, are now takin g a 
hostile view of his leadership. 
That will be hard to shift. 

Peter Riddell 
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Doctors urge caution as Yeltsin announces return to Kremlin 

___ • : r 1 * « • n warheads by a one third and to sfe&h “We mast have a confirmed but 
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Viktor 


r Chernomyrdin, the Prime Minister, visiting 
President Vehsin at the dime yesterday 


PRESIDENT YELTSINAS doctors 
1 yesterday cautioned him; to stay in * 
hospital a .little longer after he 
announced that he vasfeduig better. 
and would be back at work in the. 
Kremhi) today. '■ l - 

The initial announcement tty Mr 
Yeltsin-was a blow for his detractor- 
who have been hinting that it is time 
Russia had a leader whose health" 
amid be relied upon. 

After an eigiht-day absence from 
public view, when doctors confined 
him to 'the Barvikha sanatorium - 
outside Moscow to recover from a 
bad arid, die Russian leader looked 
.- and sounded much b ett e r . _ 

“1 am ending my stay here," said 
Mr Yetem. “Tomorrow 1 return -no : 
wwkandfromtiienewyearl-wiDbc 
' back tori a futscale schedule,” he 
■' fliTtU-ri , admonishing journalists for 


Richard Beeston sees a bullish President 
confound claims that he is too ill to rule 


reporting that his absence was dneto 

it reaming heart ailment. 

“Everything is all right with me. 
My illness is not related to any heart 
problems. It was indeed a cold and 
there had been a dangerof complica¬ 
tions,” he sakL - 

. Bardy five hours later, a presiden¬ 
tial spokesman said that Mr Yeltsin 
“could rcmain hospitafiscd OT die 
'advice of his doctors". __ 

..Coming so soon after the Presi¬ 
dent's bullish comments, however, 
the Kremlin spokesman explained 
- that Mr Yeltsin had simply been 
' “expressing his desire'* to resume 
■ work. “The issue fof his departure! is 


currently being studied. His stay lat 

the clinic} could be extended, on 
medical advice, maybe by a day, 
maybe more," the official added. 

Although the holiday season is 
normally, a quiet period Hi Russian 
politics, Mr YdBtizi may find himself 
back at die centre of a battle with die 

opposition-dominated parliament, 
which has taken advantage of the 
Kremlin leader’s absence to score 
points against the Government. 

Yesterday deputies in the Duma, 
the.- lower house, of parliament, 
payyrf a motion condemning Mr 
Yeltsin's unexpected offer in Stock¬ 
holm to cut the number of midear 


warheads by a one third and to slash 
conventional forces in the northwest 
region by 40 per cent 

The motion described the offers as 
“irresponsible and misplaced” and 
“inconsistent with Russia’s laws”. 

The language of the motion sug¬ 
gested that the Duma was in no 
mood to ratify Russia's Start 2 
agreement with America lo reduce 
strategic nudear weapons, a move 
President Clinton has said he wants 
completed before he visits Russia 
next year. 

Of more pressing concern to the 
Kremlin leader is die fate of next 
year's budget which past its first 
reading (hanks to his intervention. 
However, the Duma has postponed 
the second reading until Wednesday 
and ft now seems unlikely it will be 
ready before the end of the year. 


“We must have a confirmed bud¬ 
get In the new year.” said Mr Yeltsin. 
□ Air chief sacked: Mr Yeltsin 
yesterday dismissed General Viktor 
Prudnikov. the chief of Russia’s air 
defence forces, the President's press 
service reported. 

No explanation was given for the 
decree dismissing the 58-year-old 
general. However, the move was 
widely seen as part of the planned 
merger of Russia’s air force and air 
defence forces into a single force in 
1QQ8. 

Late last year. General Prudnikov 
was named chief of military co¬ 
operation headquarters of the Com¬ 
monwealth of Independent States, a 
loose alliance that replaced the 
former Soviet Union. The general 
will apparently continue to hold that 
post (AP) 
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KIM PHILBY, the Soviet dou¬ 
ble agent who betrayed Brit¬ 
ain during the Cold War, tried 
to take his own life soon after 
defecting to Moscow in the 
19b0s. according to a book 
written by his widow. 

Nearly a decade after Brit¬ 
ain's most famous traitor died 
and was buried with full KGB, 
honours in Moscow, Rufina 
Philby. the spy’s fourth wife, 
said that she had written 
about their life together to 
rehabilitate his battered 
reputation. 

Philby is despised tfl tins 
day by the British intelligence 
community for decades of 
treachery which led to the 
deaths of scores of agents and 

the compromising of _ 

clandestine operations 
and the best kept seerds 
of the West However, his - 
widow cast him: in a • 
different light "I spent 
the best part of 20 years i 
with him and 1 wanted to 
write about the real man, 
not the figure of legend. ^ 
but the intelligent, kind • 
and very ordinary person ibe 
was." site said ardie 
her book. I Went My thwtf 
Way. ■ ' 

■literally from the first day 

we met I forgot that he was toi 
intelligence agent and Jus 
wurWwitfe reputation,“ she 
said, speaking with genuine 
u devotion. “He was a ““TFl 
I Ions man. 1 never met ancoier 
hkehfrn.” . • 

Although the baric, theta- 


said that her husband appred- .die countty he--tad left'had 
atari the country because of-his-’, probablj* changed beyond all 
love of Russian culture and ; recogmfibn. '• ••. ■ 
literature and his knowledge Philby never openly dis- 
about the countiy*s history,.. played any doubts about ms 
despite the fact that his spoken, decision to betray his country. 

. Russian.was never fluent /. - ‘ttdr' his.apparently : unslwke: 

The book is accompanied by • able faith in communism-This 
photographs of Philby seen was acqpiired during his un- 
fishing, picnicking :and tour- dergradtf&te wars- kt Cam ' 
ing across the Soviet-Union • bridge m the 1930s aid 
ar& its East Bloc .satellite remforeeddunngtiK Spanish 
states, inducting Bulgaria and CSvil Wanjvheri be to a 
Cuba. ' corresjxmdent. JforTne Times, 


UiikL 

It is also dear that he did pot '] 
fit into Soviet society, was i 
treated with suspicion by the 1 
KGB. where some feared he 

was a triple agent, and missed < 
fiis life in Britain; The book 
reveals that it was not until 

6 He missed little 
luxuries such as 
whisky arid ooarse-cut 
Oxford marmalade ? 

■ 1977 ,14 years after bis.arrival „ 

; in Russia,.that hewas-invited ■ 
i! 'tft. dsif' foe’SnJanwas;head- 
- quarters of toe Soviet secret 
r ' police at Lubyanka Square, 
i.- “He could not -forget ms 
5 homeland” said Mrs Philby; 
s • commenting on the spy's weU- 
t known love for whisky and 

k The 7&tes cricket reports. She 
f -'. was also reminded by former 
: KGB agents presentat the 
t- “ book launch how little luxu- 


Although the booK. uie as- - 

est of dozers written abouttoe nes. 
most famous double agent th» 

century, daev # . 'routinely sent back-to 


new espionage sensations,^ 
does go some way to expl* 1 **: 
ing how a senior member-Of 
the British establishment had 
lo adapt to an alien existence 
in Soviet Russia. Mrs Philby 


were routinely sent back-to 

PhObys home in Moscow 
from agents basedin Lottoon- 
Nevertheless she insisted 
that he never wanted to return 

home and that he realised that 


while also beginning his sjry-- 
ing career for the Soviet 
Union. ' , 

' However, the new book 
does for the'first time reveal 
bow. soon after his defection 
he had' attempted .suicide. 
"Then in the 1960s he 
tried without success to 
take his own life. by 

slashing his veins.’’wrote 
ttiswidow.^Dncebyaati-- 
dent I detected deep scars 
t on his left wrist and I 

instinctively pulled bade." 

She asked him what had 
• happened, but Philby just 

took a sip of whisky and, 
in an:unusual voice, replied: 

• “We: Communists must en¬ 
dure, hie stratigand never gnffi 
in to weakness." 

- Desjwte the shaky start in 
Russia. Philby'did gradually 

- settle into life in his adopted 

homeland, where he was giv¬ 
en a comfortable but modest 
flat near Pushkin Square in 
central Moscow. The KGB 
lised him to brief new agents 
bring sent to London a nd h is 
analysis of the British estab¬ 
lishment was always highly 
valued by Soviet intelligence. 

Mrs Philby said that her 
husband was broadly in fa¬ 
vour of the changes undertak¬ 
en by Mikhail Gorbachev to 
reform the Soviet system in 
the perestroika years, but she 
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. Philhv mbps a book about her life With a spy at its laundi in Moscow. **1 write about the real man, not the figure of legend." she said^ 


■was certain that he would not 
have approved of the chaos 
and poverty of modem Russia 
under President Yeltsin’s role. 

. Three years ago she. raised 
. £150.000 by auctioning books 
and memorabilia at Sotheby's 
in'London, when her widow's 

. pension-dropped to the equW- 

alent of about £3a month- "It 
. was very hard for ipe to part 
with those objects, but I could 
not survive any other way,” 
riie said. . 

• Despite the sale of some 


items, her husband’s study 
today remains exactly the way 
it was when he died. Amid the 
books are two of his most 
cherished possessions: a pic¬ 
ture of Che Guevara and 
another of the Hotel Norman¬ 
die, his favourite bar in Beirut, 
from where he defected oh a 
Soviet ship in 1963. The book 
may reveal -more about 
Philby, but leaves open the 
mystery of why he betrayed 
his country. It will not be the 
last word on his life. 
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From David Adams in miami 




A WELSHMAN. Cyril^afly” 
Bufmn, caretaker.of Guiana. 
Island, off . Antigua’s coast in .. 
the eastern Caribbean,, has 
been charged with attempted • 
murder after a shifting inri- 
: dent involving the brother of 
.the country’s- leading 
politician. 

... Mr Bufton,73,from Brecon, 
powys, is accused of shooting 
his lawyer, Vere Bird Jr, the 
brother of Antigua* Prime 
Minister. Leister Bird, after an 
argument in, his legal chain- 
- bets ori Tuesday.: Mr Bud-Jr 
had berii representing Mr 
Bufton in a long-running dis¬ 
pute with toe Government 

over its efforts to evict him and . 
his wife, Borinjr Bufton. from 

the; island : which has been 
• theirhomfefor32years. . . 

Mr Bird Jr. 61, remained to 
’ hospital yesterday with a bul¬ 
let -lodged in his throat In _a. 
statement issued from his 

hospital bed in St Jtton’s, toe 
Antiguan capatal, he aecuted 
’ -Mr Bufein'ot shooting him: 
Hfr said: ^Bufton was veiy 
depressed arid deso l a te . He 
‘ reached min liis pocket "and 
pulled a gun and shot mar 
v The' altercation occurred 
1 soffli aftw toe Antigna* anjl 
Barbuda pariTament passed a 
: BUT to onct'toe.Buffonsfrom 
; Guiana .to make way for a. 
$300 , m3Kon ^£184. millibn) 
tburiit resort prt^osed..by ^ 
Msdaysfan investor. Work on 
the jfrbjeci ,-isr- to begin nest 
mtHttoi. . 7.. • 

, Friends .of Mr . Bufion say 
,. the circumstances cS the shoot- 
: ing remain undear^ 'T-don’t 
tltolk Taffy, went there to’kill 
him.” Winston Derrick, editor 
of The Daily Observer, said. 


“Maybe he pulled out the gun 
in frustration arid it went off 
accidentally in a struggle.” 

The Buftons, who grew up 
in Brecon, moved to Guiana in 
the 1950s to otenage the island 
for its owner,-Alexander Ham- 
Ston-Hill. a British lawyer. At 
cme time they supervired 120. . 
cotton packers. • 

In its heyday, the island 
: attracted nobility, including 
Princess Margaret -and; the 
Earl of Snowdon who visited 
during their, honeymoon in 
1961. On toe death of .their 
benefactor, the estate was sold 
but toe Buftons dung to a five- 
acre property where they lived 
in a ramshackle building, 
relied oh-rain for water and 
car batteries to power electric¬ 
ity. They had no teLephone. 

Suppor te rs of the Bufttms, 
who. have nurtured the wild¬ 
life on the island, especially 
toe fallow deer, are critical of 
the “Asian. Village” resort 
■ deal they say it represents a 
- ‘'giveaway” of Antiguan land. 

The Prime Minister says toe 

project is necessary to bring 
jobs to Antigua- With 2,000 
hotel rooms eventually 
planned, toe Asian Village 
promises to be one of the 
largst developments fo toe 
Eastern Caribbean. The devel¬ 
oper, Tan Ray Hock, hopes to 
build a'"playground of the 
.: rich and famous?. The Island, 
will house six ..resorts, a_ 
40,000 sq ft casino and beach- 
. from rooms; offering goeste 
“your - own private piece of. 
tiean - . Envirormentalists say 
. the project will aid anger wild¬ 
life, includingtiw West Indies 
whistling dudeand the tropi¬ 
cal mocking bird. 
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Gunman holds two sons 
hostage in Dallas siege 


A WEALTHY Dallas suburb 
was reeling from shock yester¬ 
day after a gunman took 61 
children and six adults hos¬ 
tage in a day-care centre. As 
the incident entered a second 
•: day. the two captives remain- 
. ing were the gunman’s son 
1 and stepson. 

The gunman, identified as 
•V James Monroe Lipscomb, re- 
' 1 leased mosr of the hostages in 
- groups of up to 20 as police lay 
siege to the day-care centre in 
Plano on Wednesday after- 
; . noon. Friends concluded that 
he had “flipped™ because of 
*' marital problems. 

Elite tactical units arrived 
from Dallas yesterday to re¬ 
place exhausted police who 
. had manned a cordon round 
i the Rigsbee Child Develop- 
*’ ment Centre throughout Wed- 
nesday night Bruce Glass¬ 
cock, Plano police chief, said: 
“We are in for a long haul. We 
will be here as long as there is 

— any chance of bringing out 

- - any more of the hostages.™ 


More child and adult hostages have been freed as the 
standoff enters its second day, Giles Whittell writes 


The incident began soon 
after 3pm on Wednesday 
when a gunman batched a 
robbery attempt at a cash 
dispensing machine outside a 
branch of the Plano Bank and 
Trust near the day-care centre, 
20 miles north of Dallas. He 
then ran into the centre bran¬ 
dishing a handgun. 

“We were fading in the 
closer from him.™ said Kelli 
Burden, nine, alter her re¬ 
lease. “When he entered he 
was yelling cuss-words at us.™ 

Among chose able to flee Mr 
Lipscomb's hostage-taking 
was his estranged wife, 
Kristen Shaw. She worked at 
the centre and had words with 
him there in recent weeks, one 
of her colleagues said. 

Most of the hostages, in¬ 
cluding dozens of toddlers 
were freed in groups of be¬ 


tween ten and 20 during the 
afternoon and night. Dis¬ 
traught parents rushed to the 
centre on hearing of the inci¬ 
dent and prayed in groups 
during die tense hours be¬ 
tween developments. One 
woman was shown on local 
television breaking down un¬ 
controllably when told her 
child was being held captive. 

As helicopters from police 
SWAT teams and local news 
stations havered over the 
centre, parents and children 
who were reunited were of¬ 
fered counselling by chaplains 
and social workers at a nearby 
elementary school. 

Some children emerged red¬ 
eyed from crying, but none 
appeared to have been in¬ 
jured; some seemed unaware 
of the danger, having been 
allowed to watch videos. “He 


said he was not going to harm 
anyone,™ said Kelli One 
child's first words to his moth¬ 
er were: “Mum, I am hungry.” 

Police negotiators set up a 
hot-line to Mr Lipscomb and 
kept him talking through the 
night, but it was undear 
yesterday what, if any. de¬ 
mands he had made. Though 
officials refused to confirm his 
name, Mr Lipscomb was Iden¬ 
tified as the suspect by friends 
and family. 

His nephew. Terrance 
Shaw, 15, related a recent 
conversation In which his 
unde gave a warning that “a 
moment of madness can lead 
to a lifetime of sadness. You 
get mad at somebody and you 
go out there and shoot them. 
Right now. he is not in his 
right mind,” die teenager said. 

Others who knew Mr 


Upsoamb as a reasonable 
man were equally baffled. “I 
don't know what made him 
flip,™ said Oretha Griggs, a 
friend of his wife. “This is out 
of character. He's a kind 
person.” 

Briana Stanbcrry, a former 
neighbour, said: “I don! know 
why he would do anything like 
this. He has nevo- done any¬ 
thing like it before.”.. 

Mr Lipscomb, 33, who owns 
his own janitorial business, 
moved out of a hoase he 
shared with his immediate 
family and up to nine others 
last month after a row with his 
wife. Friends , said die couple 
were planning to divorce. 

His two children, Xavier. 8. 
his stepson, and Monroe, 4, 
still being held captive, had 
been with their mother at the 
day care centre. They had 
tried to leave as the others 
were being freed, witnesses 
said. 

But their fatiier stopped 
them, yelling, “Get back here. 



Trish Martinez embraces her threeyeajMatd grandson, Mm*, after he was released 


get back here™. The six adults 
taken hostage were released 
early in the siege, a fourth 
shortly before midnight and 
two more at 4am yesterday. 

Ron Thompson, a father 
waiting few news of Ms child 
on Wednesday evening, said: 
“This guy's deranged. If 1 
could exchange'my life for the 
kids, I world do it™ 


The siege, without -blood¬ 
shed so far, is the latest in a 
series of similar actions by 
distressed men who endanger 
the lives of innocents because 
of personal grudges. In 
30 people: were held hostage 
by four Thai gunmen in a 
California etectramc stem In 
the same city, Sacraments, a 
single gunman held up 60 


people in art tight-and-a-half 
hour siege at a high school the 
foBoWing year. 

In 1988, James Harvey, a 
he&viiy aimed fanatic protest¬ 
ing about-the plight of the 
homeless in the Uni ted States, 
kidnapped 26 youngsters at a 
junior school in Tuscaloosa. 
Alabama. That siege ended 
without mpny. 


British stars dominate Golden Globes 


KATE WINSLET. Helena Bonham Car¬ 
ter and Dame Judi Dench dominated the 
nominations for Best Actress in this 
year’s Golden Globe awards, selected by 
the frequently-criticised Hollywood For¬ 
eign Press Association and traditionally 
a guide to the year’s Oscar winners. 

Winslet’s nomination was one of eight 
for James Cameron's three-hour epic. 
Titanic, which was also nominated for 
Best Dramatic Film. Best Actor and Best 
Director. Titanic’s rivals for Best Dra¬ 
matic Film are Steven Spielberg’s 
Amistad, The Boxer, starring Daniel 
Day-Lewis, Good Will Hunting and LA 


Confidential Nominees for the year's 
Best Comedy or Musical include As 
Good as it Gets, which stars Jack 
Nidiolson in his most acclaimed role in 
years. My Best Friend’s Wedding, Wag 
The Dog. and Men in Black. 

The Best Actress category also indudes 
Jody Foster and Jessica Lange for their 
roles in Contact and A Thousand Acres 
respectively. Ms Bonham Carter is 
thought to be a favourite for die prize, 
having won two Best Actress awards so 
far from the Los Angdes and New York 
Film Critics Associations. 

Kate Winslet’s co-star in Titanic, 


Leonardo EH Caprio, won a nomination 
for Best Actor, as did Daniel Day-Lewis, 
who plays an Irish pugilist In The Boxer, 
Djimon Hoonsou. the slaves' leader in 
Amistad. Peter Fonda in an acclaimed 
comeback role in Ulee's Gold, and Matt 
Damon. Hollywood’s latest matinee idol 
and the star of Good Will Hunting. 

The Golden Globes will be presented 
in a ceremony (devised live on January 
18. Even though they are voted on by just 
90 film reporters, only 60 per cent of 
whom are full-time journalists, the 
Golden Globes have won increasing 
dout with the studios. 



New curbs for Net data firms 


Winslet one of tiie eight 
nominations for Titanic. 


From Bronwen Maddox 

IN WASHINGTON 

INTERNET data companies 
have hurriedly signed up to 
voluntary curbs on distribut¬ 
ing personal information in a 
bid to head off new privacy 
laws by the Clinton Admin¬ 
istration. 

The move fay M companies 
comes as a new report cm 
Internet fraud revealed that 
the FBI had found cases of 
illegal access to computer 


information or abuse of it had 
risen six-fold hi the past five 
years. In September, a Mary¬ 
land couple pleaded guilty to 
stealing the “identity™ of hun¬ 
dreds of people by collecting 
their personal details off the 
Internet ■ 

In the Un ited S tates, Aree 
Hems of information — sods! 
security number, dale «f birth 
and mother's maiden atene-^- 


soraconc to- get access to a 
hsdtk account or credit rating, 
to set up telephone or electric¬ 
ity accounts and to apply for a 
drivers licence or credit cards. 

The agreement to restrict 
acates does not apply to infor- y 
matron generally available in 
pubSc records, such as court 
ddcuzbebts scad marriage 
papers..Affl private informa¬ 
tion vhH stiB be available to 
lawcmfrncesnent agencies and 
some Of it to law firms, banks 
and other businesses. 
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ASCENSION RESEARCH! 


offers 
talks on 
peace 
process 

By Michael Binyon, diplomatic editor 
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PRESIDENT CUNTON is to 
kack-start the Middle East 
peace process by inviting rhe 
Israeli and Palestinian leaders 
to meet him in Washington 
next month. 

Madeleine Albright an¬ 
nounced this yesterday after 
meeting Binyamin Netan¬ 
yahu, the Israeli Prime Minis¬ 
ter, in Paris and Yassir Arafat, 
President of the Palestine Au¬ 
thority, in London. She said 
Mr Clinton would see ihe two 
men separately. 

Underlining her sense of 
urgency in push¬ 
ing forward the 
faltering peace 
process, she said 
the two leaders 
had to under¬ 
stand that it was 
up to them to 
make the hard 
decisions. “We 
have been offer¬ 
ing ideas and 
suggestions and 
the right envi¬ 
ronment, but the 
key to progress 
is for the leaders 
themselves to 
make derisions." Yassir A 

In Paris. Mr Robin 

Netanyahu London 

showed Ms Al¬ 
bright maps of the areas from 
which he said Israeli troops 
would not withdraw for sec¬ 
urity reasons. She urged him 
to do what he could to focus on 
the "practical aspects" of fur¬ 
ther redeployment, but did not 
comment publicly on the Is¬ 
raeli Cabinet's, failure to put 
forward an agreed plan for 
withdrawal, despite her earli¬ 
er insistence that it should 
outline its plans before Christ¬ 
mas. She said that the peace 


Yassir Arafat with 
Robin Cook in 
London yesterday 


process and the need for 
security co-operation required 
“100 per cenr effort 24 hours a 
day 52 weeks of the year". 

Mr Arafat had talks later 
with Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, and was due to see 
Tony Blair in Downing Street 
yesterday evening. The For¬ 
eign Office said that Britain 
had promised to make the 
Middle East peace process the 
top security issue of its Euro¬ 
pean Union presidency. 

Britain assured Mr Arafat 
that it wanted to see "realistic" 
redeployment by 
the Israelis and 
deplored diffi¬ 
culties created 
by "unilateral 
gestures" on die 
ground — diplo¬ 
matic code for 
Israel’s contin¬ 
uing settlement 
construction. 
Ms Albright also 
welcomed die 
new moderate 
tone of state¬ 
ments by Iran, 
and said that 
Washington was 
afat with "encouraged" by 

'ook in calls by Presi- 

esterday deni Khatami 

for a new dia¬ 
logue with the United States. 

□ Jerusalem: A human 
rights group here has accused 
Yassir Arafat's administration 
of a cover-up over the deaths 
of IS Arabs in his jails through 
torture or neglect (Ross Dunn 
writes). , 

. Bassam Eld. director of the I 
Palestinian Human Rights i 
Monitoring Group, said the 
only way to prevent more 
deaths was for Palestinians to 
begin public protests. 


Padre Pio, whom the Pope declared to be venerable on die grounds that the friar possessed “heroic virtues” 

Pope sets hermit who ‘faked’ 
stigmata on road to sainthood 


THE Pope yesterday put the 
friar and healer. Padre Pio, on 
die path to sainthood, even 
though detractors say the friar 
. who died 30 years ago had 
some less than saintly 
attributes, including a "weak¬ 
ness for women". 

Padre Pio is venerated by 
millions. But critics also claim 
he faked the stigmata, or 
marks of Christ's Crucifixion, 
which appeared on his hands 
and feet The Popebrushed 
aside such doubts, dedaring 
the friar to be “venerable", on 
the grounds that he possessed 
“heroic virtues". 

In a three-stage process to 
sainthood, the tide "venera¬ 
ble" is followed by beatifica¬ 
tion, and then by sanct¬ 
ification. When he was still 
Cardinal Karol Wojtyla of 
Poland, the Pope-visited Pa¬ 
dre Pio several times at his 
sanctuary at San Giovanni 
Rotonda in the Italian south, 
which has become an Italian 
Lourdes since . the monk’s 
death. 

According to Vatican 
sources.' Padre Pio impressed 
the Pope with his holiness. 
The monk also predicted his 
election as pontiff, which duly 
occurred in 1978, ten years 
after Padre Pio"s death. 

Candidates for beatification 
are examined by the Congre¬ 
gation for the Causes .of 
Saints. a Vatican body. Bead? ; 
fication req&ires proof ofa^,: 
miracle, usually a cure for*f- 
iflness which medical science 
is unable to explain. The 
congregation has gathered 


Every year five million pilgrims visit the 
shrine of the saintly Capuchin friar with 
an alleged weakness lor women and 
miraculous healing powers, 
writes Richard Owen in Rome 


numerous examples of al¬ 
leged miracles wrought by 
Padre Pio for people who 
prayed to him. including the 
case of wo man from Salerno 
with an incurable cyst who 
was healed after praying at 
Padre Ro’s tomb and touch¬ 
ing one of the bandages used 
to cover his stigmata. 

A Capuchin monk from 
Pietrclrina. near Naples. Pa¬ 
dre Pio was bom. Francesco 
Forgione, the son of a farm 
labourer. A consumptive 
child, he modelled himself on 
St Francis of Assisi, and was 
ordained at Benevento in 1910 
at the age of 23. taking the 
name Brother Pio (Pius). Fel¬ 
low monks testified that he 
lived for weeks at a time "on 
nothing but the sacraments". 
Some described him as “emo¬ 
tionally abnormal n . with a 
“waxy face and unduly bright 
eyes", and noted that he 
prayed so fervently his tears 
"formed a pool on the floor". 

He alarmed many in the 
Vatican, but acquired a popu¬ 
lar following as a holy man, 
going into - ecstasies during 
prolonged masses aLhis re¬ 
mote, mountainous sanctuary 
at San Giovanni Rotonda on 
the wild and. beautiful 
Gargano Promontory. He 
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died there in 1968 at the age of 
8L allegedly in an “odour of 
sanctity" — a scent of roses 
and violets — which followers 
still claim to sense when he is 
"in their presence". 

His shrine is visited by five 
milli on pilgrims a year, and 
many regard him as a saint 
The stigmata — bleeding 
palms and feet, and a wound 
in the side — appeared when 
he was 3L He wore mittens 
and dressings to cover the 
wounds, except during Mass, 
when he held, his palms 
upwards to prevent blood 
from spilling on the altar 
doth. The stigmata were even¬ 
tually recognised as genuine 
by the Vatican under Pope 
Paul VI (1963-1978). 

La Repubblica said there 
were suggestions the stigmata 
were self-inflicted. It also said 
Padre Pio was "unusally at¬ 
tached" to one of his many 
female dlsaples. Geo nice 


MorcaldL The paper said 
letters from Padre Pio to 
Signorina Morcaldi had 
caused "problems" in the 
Vatican. 

According to L'Espresso 
magazine, one Vatican official 
sent to report on Padre Pio’s 
activities reported in Latin to 
the Pope of the time; John 
XXIII, that “his in 
hebdomade copulabat cum 
muUereT — he copulates with 
women twice a week. The 
.Vatican investigator. Monsi¬ 
gnor Cario Maccari, is also 
said to have reported that 
Padre Pio summoned women 
disciples to his hermit's hut by 
signalling with a red lantern. 
Vatican officials said these 
were “calumnies" invented by 
Padre Pio’s enemies. 

Padre Ho is also said to 
have possessed the quality of 
“ubiquity", or the ability to be 
in two places at once; During 
the Second Vatican Council in 
tiie 1960s' a number Of cardi¬ 
nals testified that Padre Pio 
had appeared before them 
even though he could prove 
he was asleep in San 
Giovanni Rntondo at the 
time. Padre Pio said this “bt- 
location" was due to an ability 
to "prolong the personality". . 
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Democrat wins 
Seoul presidency 

Seoul: A political fairy-tale came true in South Korea when 
Kim Dae Jung was ejected President after more than *«. 
years in opposition as a pro-democracy campaigner 
Degli lnnocenti writes), lie Hoi Chang, Korea’s ruling party 
candidate, conceded defeat, saying: “1[solemnly ^ 

will of the people. I did my best and I thank those who 

KBS-TV said its unofficial count of S9 per cent 
of the ballots gave the centre-left candidate 403 per cent ot 
the vote after a bitterly fought campaign overshadowed oy 
the country’s worst ever economic crisis. For the first tim e i n 
Korean history, foe ruling party candidate has not been 
elected. 

Plea for starving children 

Mexico City: Malnutrition falls 13 children under five years 
old every hour in Latin America and the Caribbean, a Unicet 
official said. Marta Mauraz, UnicePs regional director tor 
Latin America and the Caribbean, said countries in me 
region had foe resources to eradicate hunger by 201u out 
lacked the political will. In 1970 half of all children in the 
region lacked proper nutrition, she said, while today there 
are six healthy children for every one Jacking enough to ear. 
She attributed the progress to iodised salt, vitamin-fortified 
sugar and flour, and multi vitamins. (Reuters) 

Jerusalem’s conqueror dies 

Jerusalem: Uzi Narkiss. the retired General under whose 
command Israeli troops captured Arab East Jerusalem in trie 
1967 war, died aged 72 on Wednesday night of an unspecified 
illness, officials said yesterday. Narkiss began a 27-year 
military career when he joined the pre-state army aged lb-Jn 
1965 he became chief of the central command that captured 
East Jerusalem from Jordan, enabling Israelis to visit the site 
of Temple Mount for foe first time in 19 years. (Reuters 1 ) 

Australia bans shark hunts 

Hunting of great white sharks has 
been tanned in Australia, making 
another area of ocean secure for the 
fish (Nick Nuttall writes). Great 
white sharks, right have been 
under threat since the 1970s film 
Jaws demonised the creature and 
node it the object of sport. Hunting 
them has since been banned in 
South Africa. California, Namibia, 
the Maldives. Tasmania, the east 
coast of the United States and tiie 
Gulf of Mexioo. - 

Rare animals in freezer 

Kuala Lumpur: A man was fined £1,500 for keeping parts of 
protected wild animals in his freezer. Malaysian police found 
legs from a leopard and a bear, parts of heads of a mountain 
goat and a deer, nine wildcats, the bodies of eight clouded 
leopards, 39 rivet cats. 11 flying foxes, a wild boar, a lynx 
mouse deer, monkey bones and part of a monitor lizard. (AP) 
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16 OVERSEAS NEWS 


How Europe sees 


Britain: Sieg for 


Blair or shut up 


From Charles Bremner in Brussels 


TONY BIAIR has promised to 
tying Europe closer to the people 
when Britain takes the presidency 
of the European Union next month, 
but the Government’s message of 
greater transparency" risks back- 
Ifring, thanks to the heavy-handed 
tactics of its media managers. 

For six months, continental jour¬ 
nalists have been both amused and 
irritated by the combative antics 
with which the Government's new 
Labour spokesmen try to limit 
information and keep the Foreign 
media "on message” However a 
knock-a bout performance by the 
spin doctors at last week's Luxem¬ 
bourg summit is causing the conti¬ 
nental media and EU officials to 
wonder about rhe Government’s 
ability to handle the task of 
supplying neutral information dur¬ 
ing the presidency. 

Some officials at the Council of 
Ministers in Brussels are also 
worried that the Government may 
be trying to gag EU spokesmen, 
although this is denied by the 
Foreign Office. “They don’t seem to 
understand that we have to gave 
more than just the British version 
of events here." said an EU official. 

The chief culprit, in the eyes of 
continental journalists as well as 
British officials, is Alastair Camp- 
*bdL the Prime Minister’s pugna¬ 
cious press spokesman. A former 
tabloid journalist, Mr Campbell 
treats his Euro-outings like forays 
into hostile territory and takes an 
apparent pride in his unfamiliarity 
With the subject. "You could say the 
rudeness didn’t matter if the guy 
gave wonderful information, but 
he actually doesn't know any¬ 
thing.” said a continental EU 
correspondent- 

Next in line is Charlie Whelan, 
the spokesman for Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor, a man who likes to 
dismiss EU issues as "Euro¬ 
bollocks” and tells journalists he 
would not deign to bring his 
minister "down here to talk to this 
lor. The other EU states leave their 
briefings from the dosed council 
sessions to the ministers them¬ 
selves. Mr Whelan earned Brussels 
lame in an incident last month in 
which he landed a punch on the 
Financial Times man in the Coun¬ 
cil. 

The gladiatorial and flippant 
conduct of Messrs Campbell and 
Whelan may hail from the rough ■ 
and tumble of the British lobby 


tradition but the manner does not 
translate into the more delicate 
context of . the EU. “The bully-boy 
tactics don’t travel well," noted a 
BBC correspondent Questions 
from non-Britons, especially in 
poor English, are often dismissed 
with something approaching con¬ 
tempt Spanish reporters rebelled 
after one exchange in which Mr 
Campbell, who holds a Cambridge 
language degree, said he did not 
understand their questions, in Eng¬ 
lish. and refused to answer theur 
inquiries. "He laughed at us. It was 
very surprising,” said Carlos Sego¬ 
via, correspondent for El Mundo. 

Summing up the British spin 
doctors at the Luxembourg summ- 


doctors at the Luxembourg summ¬ 
it, Pierre Bocev, the Europe corres¬ 
pondent for Le Figaro . said: “ if they 
wanted to be disliked, they could 
hardly do it in a better way. It’s real 
arrogance." 

After one bruising exchange with 
the British spokesman at Luxem¬ 
bourg. Christian Wernicke, corres¬ 
pondent for Die Zeit. said: ‘They've 
got used to owning their country. 
They've started to think they own 
Europe as well.” 

At the summit, Mr Campbell 
opened a briefing to several hun¬ 
dred media personnel by attacking 
British journalists who had "gone 
native”, one of his favourite jibes. 
When the American International 



6 You could say 
Campbell’s 
rudeness doesn’t 
matter, but he 
actually doesn’t 
know anything 9 
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Herald Tribune published his re¬ 
mark the following day. Mr Camp¬ 
bell inquired about the offending 
reporter "Who is this ****?" 

At one point in the summit Mr 
Campbell erroneously reported a 
victory for Mr Blair in the wran¬ 
gling for a British seat at the Euro- 
X finance council when no accord 
had even been readied. Half an 
hour later, he retracted his remarks 
in telephone calls to British broad¬ 
casters, but to no one else. These 
attempts to manipulate EU infor¬ 
mation prompted a scathing article 
In Die Prvsse of Vienna this week, 
which described Mr Campbell as 
“die tafl Briton with rude man¬ 
ners”. It also noted that he would 
probably be flattered by the de¬ 
scription. When it came to informa¬ 
tion. Die Presse said, the 
Government's policy was: “Sieg for 
Blair oder Shut Up” (Victory for 
Blair or shut up). 

After Mr Blair was questioned 
about his spin doctors' Euro¬ 
outings in parliament last Mon¬ 
day. Downing Street said it could 
not help it "if foreign journalists 
were offended”. The bad image¬ 
making is in direct conflict with Mr 
Blairs desire to win the respect of 
Europe and impose “British leader¬ 
ship" and is surprising given the 
Prime Minister's own good han¬ 
dling of foe foreign media. 

Mr Blair's political entourage is 
unperturbed with their image, in 
the knowledge that upsetting for¬ 
eign journalists is unlikely to be 
deemed an offence at home. How¬ 
ever it is no secret that the Foreign 
Office, which has enjoyed a good 
reputation for professionalism in 
EU business even during the years 
of conflict with Brussels, is worried 
about possible damage to the 
public perception of the British 
presidency. 

London’s performance will be 
judged above all by its handling of 
preparations for the single curren¬ 
cy. a delicate task given Britain^ 
history on the issue Mr Brown will 
be chairing derisive sessions of 
Ecofin. the policy-making council. 
Some British officials are worried 
about the potential for trouble, 
given Mr Brown’s own bumpy 
start in Ecofin and his spokesman's 
hostile approach to die job of 
explaining what went on inside the 
dosed council. 
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girl cries during a'blood test to check for avian flu at her kindergarten in Hong Kong yesterday. There are nine confirmed cases- 
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Boy, 2, 


From Jonathan Mjrsky 

. IN HONG KONG 


A BOY aged two yesterday became 
the ninth confirmed victim of 
avian flu in Hong Kong, where 
two people have already died from 
the disease. 

The World Health Organisation 
sought yesterday to calm interna¬ 
tional fears of a pandemic with a 
statement saying that such a 
danger “is not yet established". 

Of the two dead, a small boy in 
Hong Kong's New Territories is 
the only person known to have 
directly contracted the virus, ap¬ 
parently from local chickens. Buta 


Hong Kong health officer said he 
was unaware that 1,000 chickens 
had died in the local Cbeong Sha 
Wan wholesale chicken market on 
December LL 

The market was reopened yes-, 
terday. after a three-day cleansing 
operation at the request of traders, 
but sales, usually of more than 
80,000 chickens a day, were down 
by 80 per cent even though prices 
had been halved. - 

The public now refuses to eat 
chicken in restaurants; and Chi¬ 
nese chickens require certificates 
that they are virus-free. Reports on 
the gravity of the crisis vary. The 
Princess Margaret Hospital in 


Hong Kong attempted to calm 
fears here — during a period of 
even greater than usual air pollu¬ 
tion — by noting that not ail 
coughing indicates the flu. The 
avian virus, it said, is only trans¬ 
mitted at distances of up to 3ft. 

But the Princess Margaret is tire 
only hospital here with a 20-bed 
Infectious disease ward, and -Dr 
Andrew Yip. spokesman for the 
Hong Kong Public Doctors Asso¬ 
ciation. has warned that the num¬ 
ber of isolation beds may be 
inadequate if there is a sudden 
surge in cases. 

Two cousins of a five-year-old 
girt ifl with the avian virus may 


have caught it directly from her, 
but this is not yet certain. The giri 
attended a nursery school with a 
playground fouled by chicken 
feathers and flesh. Some other 
children in the nursery are report¬ 
ed ill whh flu. but it is not known 
whether ft is the virus H5NI. 
previously confined to birds. 

Q Taipei* Taiwan’s Council of 
Agriculture yesterday told cus¬ 
toms officers to crack down on the 
smuggling of chickens from main¬ 
land China. The country's Health 
Department warned tourists going 
to Hong Kong not to visit poultry 
markets or bird parks because of 
avian flii. (AjP) 


Warring burger giants put chips on front line 


From Tom Rhodes 

IN WASHINGTON 


AMERICA'S largest purveyors of fast food 
formally declared war on each other yesterday 
in the Battle of the Favourite Fry. 

McDonald’s, the world’s biggest fast-food 
chain, has issued combat guidelines to its more 
than 12,000 restaurants in the US urging a 
counter-attack against an attempt by Burger 
King to gain superiority in the American chips 
maifceL In a memorandum entitled “Keep Your 
Eyes on Our Fries”. Jack Greenberg, the 
chairman of McDonald's USA. ordered em¬ 
ployees to staff their fiy stations all day long. 


check the times and temperatures three times 
daily and remember, above alL to salt their 
chips properly. "As we prepare to go head-to- 
head we’re operating from a huge strategic 
advantage because everyone knows that Mc¬ 
Donald’s has the best fries —bar none.” said 
Mr Greenberg in Churehillian tones. "I don’t 
have to tell you that this is our best opportunity 
to stop Burger King in its tracks and thwart its 
strategy of copying us to steal market share.” 

The counter-offensive by McDonald’s reflects 
the' company’s growing anxiety over poor 
American results amid increasingly aggressive 
competition. Burger King Corp, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Britain’s Grand Metropol¬ 


itan. first introduced Big King, a Big Mac done 
that has proved extremely popular. McDon¬ 
ald's responded with an item identical to 
Burger King’s Whopper. 

The real war is about to begin. Burger King 
last week launched its new-look chips with a 
$70 million (£42.7 million) campaign, touting 
the first Friday in January as national “Free 
Fry-Day”, during which Americans can sample 
the latest delicacy. "It looks like McDonald’s is 
acknowledging that we are taking over." said 
Kim Mifler. of Burger King. “But I think the the 
consumer is the real winner in the fast food 
war." Burger King’s US market share is 192per 
cent wfth-McDonaltFs on.41.9 per cent. 




THE SUNDAY TIMES 




Don t miss The Sunday Times' special Christmas edition of Culture 
this weekend - 96 pages packed with previews and critics' choices 


- hfftf it" QftOO 00.1 •.«»wtf.'i i KvKys ri-t Cvj'X’fM 


| .? '-ypi-t } tor T?*f <v.-rejy (i-r-i 



listings for radio, television, cable and satellite 1 

1 


THE SUNDAY TIMES IS THE SUNDAY PAPERS 1 




Bwsml 

BKfl 












































usiness warms to Mbeki as whites deplore ‘racist’ Mandela 



Mandela: said whites 
are dinging to the past 


. From Sam Keley 

. : IN MAFEKJNG ■>' -. -• 1 * 

PRESIDENT .MANDELA’S at- 
teck on whites for faiting to grasp 
the benefits of a “non-radal de¬ 
mocracy” and continuing to-ding 
to apartheid-era privileges, has 
exposed vw'de- divisions in the 
white population. ; '• 

•. White-dominated parties .lam-, 
hasted his c riticisms of .them as 
smacking oEzarismand mteflectu- 
al dishonesty. Mr Mandela made 
his comments at’the 50th confer¬ 
ence, of theAfrican - National Con- 
gress this week. But trig business, 
yvhidh also came in fora drubbing 
m his valedictory address, reacted 


"to the election of his successor. 
:. Thabo Mbeki, with-, enthusiasm. 

leading to a surge in prices on the 
; Johannesburg Stock Exchange. 

. The exchange, defying predic¬ 
tions that Mr Mandela's sugges¬ 
tion that corporations should be 
subjected to institutionalised sent: 
• tiny of tbeir activities and their 
sodai impact would create market 
• jitters, rose by HU points the day 
after bis speech on Tuesday. 

A spokesman-Ibr the Johannes¬ 
burg Chamber Of Commerce said 
the ANC conference, which ends 
/ tomorrow, had raa ie it clear that 
.the ANCdonrinate*! Government 
was goin£ to stick to macroeco- 
t '.notnicpohries.-’TTiere is dearly no 


threat of inflationary tendencies or 
damaging labour legislation so we 
are perfectly happily with the 
status quo-** 

In . his speech, Mr Mandela 
accused the National Party, the 
Democratic Party and the Free¬ 
dom Front of seeking to preserve 
white privilege at the expense of 
“transformation”. The 53-page 
speech was long on rhetoric but it 
did not point to legislation for 
greater; affirmative action pro¬ 
grammes or tax increases. 

Business Day, South Africa’s 
leading financial daily, hailed 
much of the speech. *Tbe percep¬ 
tion is that whites consider they 
have done their bit by ‘allowing’ 


majority rule in April 1994. They 
are seal as loath to take full 
responsibility for, and address, the 
sins of die past, and to have 
retreated into a sodai and econom¬ 
ic laager,” the newspaper com¬ 
mented yesterday. 

“Many whites construe ANC 
attempts to broaden access to 
schooling and healthcare as a 
threat... The lesson bom Zimba¬ 
bwe. where 1,503 mainly white- 
owned farms have been slated for 
seizure [by Robert Mugabe's Gov¬ 
ernment), is that by isolating 
themselves, whites set themselves 
up as targets and scapegoats. They 
have a long-term interest in em¬ 
bracing the current changes and 


making them work." it said. But 
the speech was attacked by Ihe 
white-led National Party, which 
introduced apartheid in *1948. for 
its “underlying racist tone". In a 
statement, it said: “The abrasive 
and divisive language, the very 
unconvincing and somewhat para¬ 
noiac conspiracy theories ... make 
depicssing reading.” 

Equally damning was the Dem¬ 
ocratic Party. Tony Leon, its lead¬ 
er. said Mr Mandela's speech was 
“undoubtedly the low-water mark 
of his presidency”. He said: “It was 
intellectually dishonest and unso¬ 
phisticated in its analysis of the 
political and economic situation 
racing South Africa.” 


One issue continues to worry the 
party hierarchy. Although Winnie 
Madikizela-Mandela. who has 
been implicated in cases of abduc¬ 
tion and murder, rejected a 
nomination for deputy president of 
the ANC. her name remains on the 
ballot for election to the National 
Executive Committee. 

“If she comes anywhere in the 
top ten she will be a an embarrass¬ 
ment to the ANC. If she comes in 
the top five, she will be a major 
embarrassment and the ANC may 
be splashed by its own spittoon,” 
David Welsh, Professor of Politics 
at Cape Town university, said. 

Leading article, page 21 


HOWARD BURD1TT ! REUTERS 


By Jan Raath in Harare 
and Our Foreign Staff 


THE frail and forgetful for¬ 
mer Zimbabwean revolution¬ 
ary. Ndabaningi Sithole. 77, 
was sentenced to two years in 
jail yesterday for a conspiracy 
to blow up President Mugabe 
that was so “amateurish" that 
it was “doomed to foil”. 

Judge Esmaei Chatikobo 
said he wanted to avoid send¬ 
ing Sithole to jail, but 
Zimbabwean law on treason 
gave him no option. However, 
he immediately released him 
on bail to appeal against the 
conviction, and urged Presi¬ 
dent Mugabe to grant him 
clemency. Sithole also re¬ 
ceived a suspended five-year 
sentence for two other counts 
of possessing arms and of 
promoting terrorism to over¬ 
throw an elected govexmnent. 

Sithole. leader of the small 
npposrion Zanu (Ndonga) par¬ 


ty, was convicted two weeks 
ago of trying to raise an army 
to overthrow the' Zimbabwe 
Government, possession of 
weapons and plotting to assas¬ 
sinate Mr Mugabe" He was 
arrested after the collapse of 
the plot when ah unarmed off- 
duty soldier spotted Sithole’s 
chief would-be assassin alone 
at the. side of die road with a 
bomb in his hand, and appro- ‘ 
bended him. 

“There never was a chance 
of the plan succeeding.” said 
tiie judge. “It was so amateur¬ 
ish one cannot but wonder 
that it was meant to faff." He 
said that from the start Sitit- 
ofc's group was infiltrated by a 
member of the Zimbabwean 
secret police. ' 

Many oftito men forcibly 
recruited into Chimwenje 
fNdxu vernacular for spark}. 



Sithole after being sentenced in Harare yesterday. He said that security agents bad fabricated the charges 


the barefy operational mili¬ 
tary wing of his party, ab¬ 
sconded at the first 
opportunity and reported to 
the Zimbabwean authorities. 

The naivety of the chief 
assassin was "mind-bog¬ 
gling." the judge said. The 
bomb was a claymore anti¬ 
personnel mine and there was 
no possibility of it even injur¬ 
ing Mr Mugabe as he swept 


past in the heavy presidential 
Mercedes-Benz limousine. 

• Sithole glowered at the 
judge when he heard himself 
described as “old, hail and 
looking tired and broken- 
down” Earlier, his personal 
physician. Dr Christopher 
Nutt. said Sithole suffered 
high Wood pressure, angina, 
heart fibrillation and diabetes. 
He said his patient was on a 


range of drugs, but regularly 
forgot to take his medication 
and was incapable of follow¬ 
ing a diet low in fat and 
protein. 

He gave Sithole up to eight 
years to live, but said he would 
probably die much sooner if 
he was sent to prison. 

Sithole said after being sen¬ 
tenced that the fact that the 
court had failed to prove that 


he plotted to kill Mugabe and 
that no weapons were found ar 
his home showed that the 
charges were fabricated by 
security agents. 

“All that this amounts to is 
that the frightened Govern¬ 
ment had written out its 
transcript and had followed it 
very carefully." he said, alleg¬ 
ing that the judge had no 
choice but to follow the plan. 


Political refugees 
fear Kanu attacks 
before Kenya poll 

From David Orr in mombasa 


MORE than 80 people are still 
encamped in the grounds of 
the Cathedral of the Holy 
Ghost in Mombasa after their 
homes on the coast were burnt 
down in August. Their make¬ 
shift tents are dwarfed by the. 
concrete and glass high-rise 
buildings of the city centre. 

It is an unusual sight for 
Africa, where most refugee 
and displaced persons' camps 
are found on hillsides or 
strewn across open country¬ 
side. 

“We have been told by the 
authorities to go back to 
Likoni.” says Ruth Adhiambo. 
an upcountry fish seller who 
settled at Likoni on the Ke¬ 
nyan coast with her husband 
and children four years ago. 
“But we're afraid because of 
the elections. We’d prefer to 
stay in town until they’re 
over.” 

The August attacks, in 
which gangs shot and hacked 
to death at least 100 people, 
are believed to have been 
politically motivated. Now, 
with general elections due on 
December 29. many people 
like Mrs Adhiambo fear that 
violence could erupt again. 

It seems the crimes of Mrs 
Adhiambo and the thousands 
of others who were made 
homeless in this region are 
twofold. First, they are outsid¬ 
ers who have managed to 
establish small fair successful 
businesses on the coast Sec¬ 
ond. they are from ethnic 
groups seen as being opposed 
to die ruling Kanu party' of 


President Moi. “It’s true, we're 
opposition supporters," says 
Mrs Adhiambo, 32, a Luo 
from western Kenya whose 
sympathies lie with the Luo- 
dominated National Demo¬ 
cratic Party. “After they 
attacked us at night with 
machetes and petrol bombs, 
they left leaflets saying ‘Give 
us back our land and leave 
here. You have seven days'." 

In Kenya's first multiparty 
elections in 1992. Kanu swept 
the board in Coast province, 
except in Mombasa, where ir 
secured only one constituency. 
It is up-country people like 
Mrs Adhiambo who are held 
responsible by Kanu hard¬ 
liners for the Government's 
defeat in Likoni and two other 
constituencies. "There’s no 
doubt it was local Kanu MPs 
who incited the violence here 
in August," says Father Ernest 
Mutua, vicar-general of the 
Catholic diocese of Mombasa. 

The August raids were fol¬ 
lowed by a series of brutally 
repressive swoops by the sec¬ 
urity forces. In these opera¬ 
tions, locals and up-countr> 
people suffered alike. Reports 
of beatings and rapes by the 
police circulate freely. 

“There’s no doubt Kanu will 
lose votes because of the 
abuses by the security forces." 
says Father Mutua. who is 
distributing leaflets exhoning 
his congregation not to resort 
to violence in the election run¬ 
up. "The police are behaving 
responsibly now bin that was 
nor the case in August." 
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CAROLE AYSCOUGH 
Department Manager 
BflcQ SPONDON 


“We’ve got real 
Christmas trees 
. J01i from just 
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Norway Spruce 
Cut Christmas Trees 

Sprayed to reduce 
needle drop. 

ryi.99 


£ 4 " 

. 4ft or 5ft (shown). 6ft or 7ft. 

£ 7 *? £ 9 " 


Orman Pkzstie Tram Stand 
Fits most sizes of 
Christmas treo. i 
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Forgot sock3, ties 
and aftershave this 
Christmas. Here we 
present sfx of the best 
gHt Ideas for men. 
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HOT TIP 


Powder Play by Prescriptives. £15. 
Tel: 0171-409 6990. This comes in six 
shades and has numerous uses. 
Apply to highlight cheekbones and eyes T 
use it to create highlights in your hair, 
or on nails before applying clear varnish. 


PIGSKIN WRITING SET 
Superbly compact with an ad¬ 
dress book and note book. 
Sfrtyfftson, £130.40 New Bond 
Street WJ. 


■ Don't ruin an evening 
dress by putting your work 
coat on top. Invest In this 
electric blue opera coat 
in devore or plain velvet 
. Soft to the touch, it is so 
light it feels like an airfilled 
eiderdown. 

£259 by Nicole Cadine at 
Fenwicks, New Bond Street 
WL Tel: 0171629 9161 


BLONDES, REDHEADS 
AND BRUNETTES BOOK 
Every seff-raapecdng man 
should have one of these. £15 
fromSmythson. 


■ This versatile tiara can be worn as a crown, an 
ornate hairband or a choker, it also comes in 
multi-coloured stones, pearl or with lizards and fish 
woven into the metal frame. 

Red beaded wire tiara, from £50 by Noel at 
Joanna's Tent, 298b Kings Road SW3. 

.Tel: 0171-3521151 


CASHMERE JUMPER 
A one-oft made from re¬ 
cycled cashmere jumpers. 
£310. Browns, South 
Motion Street. W1. 


* 


■ A silver pencil 

case and matching pencils 

must be the ultimate in disposable 

decadence. The pencil case is sleek and extremely 

heavy (best kept on the desk) and lined in black 

suede. While the silver pencils are beautiful to 

behoid, they are not refutable. 

.Silver penal case, £730 and silver pencils, 

£26 each by Clive Burr at Hennell of Bond Street; 

; 12 New Bond Street WJL Tel: 0171-829 6888. 


POCKET TV 

Easy lo watch even though it's 
arriy 2i3n wide. 

Citizen Pocket LCD Colour 
TV. £69.99. ComeL 


Compiled by DEBORAH BRETT 


WIND-UP RADIO 

Works by clockwork 
instead ol batteries. Great fun. 
BayGen Radio, £89.99. 
Comet. 


Enjoy some Fresh Sensations 


this Christmas 
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Awash with the most refreshing gift ideas. 
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I’m the one in a mistletoe tiara 


I have never really been 
able to get all that worked 
up about whai is sup¬ 
posed to be the worst fashion 
disaster that can ever befall a 
girl — finding yourself at a 
fearfully grand party to which 
some other woman has worn 
the exact same outfit 
This is probably just as well. 
It like me, you are a stranger 
to the couturier’s atelier, and 
dress yourself on an annual 
budget of about £500 from the 
lower reaches of the high 
street then you get fairly 
hardened to running into your 
sartorial doppelganger — 
some other sharp-eyed pauper 
who has also spotted the 
brilliant V-necked, dip-dyed, 
Gucci knock-off for one tenth 
of the designer price — and 
even leant to treat the experi¬ 
ence with a certain grace. “Oh. 
you Ye discovered h too," one 
cries. “ Isn't it heavenly. And 
such a tremendous bar¬ 
gain... JYe bought one in 
every colour.. .*• 

Meanwhile, of course, one is 
giving her the beady-eyed 
once-over. to see what else she 
has got on. and how she has 
pulled the look together. 

The secret of dressing well is 
not where you get your clothes 
from, but what you do with 
diem. Frankly, if you run into 
your husband’s mistress or 
your lover's wife at the ball of 
the century and find that she is 
wearing die same frock, that 
isn’t a disaster. The disaster is 
if she is wearing it with more 
wit, style and panache than 






Wit style and panache — the 
pauper’s secret to dressing well 


V 


.3b 


you. Should you find yourself 
in such a delicate situation, 
your first thought (apart from 
a mental note to tdl your 
vendeuse that henceforth you 
will be dressing elsewhere) 
must be to check out her 
accessories: what’s that 
around her neck? Where are 
those earrings from? Is that a 
real emerald? And what does 
she have on her feet? 


mules will lend distraction to a 
very modest dress. 

But the high street is full of 
treasures, too. Monsoon’s vel¬ 
vet-trimmed angora cardigan, 
for example, stabbed with 
Fenwick’s paste star hat pin; 
or the glass slippers from 
Sadia shown here. They are 
not exactly robust, and may. 


well disappear, after a few 
outings, like Cinderella's fairy 
mice, but they are pretty, witty 
and. at £45, a bargain. 

If I were feeling very flush. I 
would take myself off to Har-; 
vey Nichols and buy Cherry 
Chaws silvery mistletoe tiara 
in the hope that someone 
. might'kiss me under it. But 


even cm Scrooge’s budget I can 
sparkle satisfactorily in 
square-cut fake aquamarine 
earrings and pendants from 
Wallis—plain, elegant and set 
in sterling silver, for less than 
£ 20 . 

So if. as I suspect Santa fails 
yet'again this year to slip into 
my stoddng an adequate num¬ 
ber of diamonds, at least I 
shall know how to make up for 
it ingenuity, character and a 
fistful erf well-chosen rhine¬ 
stones. 
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F or an outfit, especially a 
party outfit depends 
heavily on its accesso¬ 
ries. Their job is to reveal die 
little flashes of your person¬ 
ality that can illuminate an 
entire look. They don’t have to 
be terribly expensive, though it 
is worth making the odd 
serious investment 
For the price of a not 
especially nice dress, the glori¬ 
ous Georgina vest Etzdorf 
scarf on this page would make 
a hop sack look good. (She 
does a version in blade organ¬ 
za with white embroidery that 
would have much die same 
effect on a blade plastic bin 
liner.) 

A little beaded evening bag 
from Lulu Guinness, or a pair 
of teetering Manolo Blahnik 
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Qjhristmas 
ideas are found 
at Ernest Jones. 


HIS NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS MAY 
HAVE TO WAIT ANOTHER YEAR. 
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Ernest Jones 


GARRARD 


the diamond and Watch specialist. 
for your nearest stoic, call 0181 905 9000 




FINE SOAPS & TOILETRIES AVAILABLE NOW FROM LEADING CHEMISTS, PERFUMERIES & DEPARTMENT STORES. 
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Book your festive man now 


The perfect Christmas man is dever. funny and likeable 


I tODghho.be a : taw dfnature, so 
generally is ittrue, that if ever 
a woman needed a'man itis'for 
those 48 hoars jrara Christmas Eve 
to Boxing Day vyben she goes home . 
tp her family. Because it does not . 
seem to matter how liberated and > 
feminist .a.femlly is, the sight of an 
unmarried_ daughter will always 
get diem worried And a Worried 
Parent(as 1 now know, having had 
tfukkm myself) isaterrible thing. 

" Oh the other band, bring home a ' 
-powerfuL- personable young man’ " 
.(and for these purposes die more 
"powerful the better — the head of 
die Sicilian ;Ma£a would do very .’ 

• nicely) and you will find that your.: 
parents are eapng out of yotirhand- 
Families a fe very primitivE about 
-.these matters, and especially at 
.C^stihas'udjcn nature abhors a 
. single woman — and so will your 
: parents. As ^advertisement for 
_the RSPCA sdyery nearly said: 7A. ” 
manis for Chnstmas. not just for 
life”-:;.. •; .•• . 

: My own.transformation.into a - 
Spinster took ' place idannirigly 
eariy.; .One minute' 1 was _ the ’. 


Amanis for Christmas, not for 
life, says Rachel Morris. And the 
more powerful and more 

personable he is, the better 


Daughter-Who-Had-Cfone-To-Uni- 
versrty-And-Was-Doing-Veiy-Nice- 
fy and die next minute (somewhere 
in my . late twmties) they were 
shaking their beads over my single 
status. ... . - • 

1 It : didn’t help that my brothers 
were- getting married and having 
children, a change of lifestyle that 
brought about a delightful im¬ 
provement in their position. Sud¬ 
denly they were given the biggest 
bedrooms, tiieir opinions were 
taken.- seriously, cheques were 
bong written; discreetly on their 
behalf mid then - ' "children were 
bring passed from lap to lap with 
much murmuring and cooing. 

. I, meanwhile, was doing the 
washing up and having to endure 
heads shaken over my new haircut 


(of which l was very fond) and my 
new boots (bought at great ex¬ 
pense). tr*s not easy - being die 
family spinster, even if I was a 
fresh-faced 27-year-old. 

It is not that my family are 
monsters. Really, quite the con¬ 
trary. It is just that, feminists 
though they are, they do tend to fall 
into line when there is a man about. 

And so, in my experience, what 
every woman needs this Christmas 
is a man to slay her family with his 
power, his personality and his 
appeal. I can .still remember the 
relief with whidi I fell mto the arms 
of my husband-to-be.' It was De¬ 
cember. and as soon as I decently 
could I broached the subject “Can 
you save me from Christmas?" 

All of which makes me wonder 


why no one has ever set up the 
Christmas Husband Agency. You 
can picture die scene. You pick him 
up on Christmas Eve at a pre¬ 
arrange tune on your way to your 
parents’ house in the country. He’s 
clever, funny and likeable. He talks 
monq» with your father, does the 
washing-up with your mother, 
plays whist with your grandmother 
(and allows her ro beat him) and 
computer games with your brother 
(and beats him hollow). 

H e declares firmly thai he 
loves your haircut, that he 
chose your boots himself 
and you Ye doing veiy well in your 
new job. where you are extremely 
popular. He drops some broad 
hints about his power and position 
which soon has them simpering. 
■There's no problem with conjugal 
rights of course, because, this being 
your parents' house, you have 
separate bedrooms. Your parents 
love him. although your broiher. 
being more worldly (and still 
smarting from that computer 
game) will look at him in a puzzled 


way and ask you where you cloned; 
him. '■ 

Finally, an Boxing Day. after a! 
suitably late breakfast, he will tell 
your parents that you really have fo 
go back to London, and, bundling 
you into the car, will drive you ti» 
the nearest motorway service sta£ 
non (it being the only place open? 
where he will listen patiently while 
you unload on to him 35 years of 
fury and outrage. And then, with 
just a peck on the cheek, be will get 
up and walk out of your life for. 
ever. 

Or not, perhaps. Because. of 
course, you may deride that a mahj 
should be for life, not just fcfr 
Christmas. In which case all yoti 
need to do is smile sheepishly ant£ 
he will instantly order two'moi^ 
coffees and suggest a film an^ 
dinner. '* 

“Dream on," say my friends* 
“dream on." But it seems to me that 
if we can get a man on the moon, 
(nor to mention a divorce sertlemen r 
for the Spencers) it should be 
possible for someone to create a 
Christmas Husband Agency. ! 
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The brains behind Tamagotchi, the virtual 
cyberpet, is a schoolgirlish slip of a woman. 
Moira Petty interviews Aki Maita 


I f I could haw a creto¬ 
nne with anybody, & 
wouldn't be John 
Lennon or James Joyce 
— it would be whoever invent¬ 
ed the blastedcyberpel. _I‘ 
shrieked recently. f must halve 
been pulling on a wishbone, 
because here 1 was face to face 
with the brains behind the 
Tamagotchi, die original .vir- 

fftrsAki 

bring same kind af fc^Mech. 
Professor Branestauan. is a. 
fragile, school girlish sUp of a 
thing. So it was hard to give- 
her a piece of my mind,, 
especially' when my inveriive 
had to be channelled ihntogh 
an interpreter. 

1 tried to tell her ihar since 
July our household has been ! 
punctuated by beeps antfefee- 
tronic whines and that Ihaye. 
been forced into an unwanted, 
acquaintance' with the most 
intimate physical functions of 
my daughter's two cyberpcis.. 
By night, her bedroom 


sounds like an intensive care 
ward. By day, she. is the 
assiduous attendant of the 
linfe pests, pressag buttons, to 
appease, their hunger, mete 
outdisripfine or take than to 
the toifct, the resulr of whidi is 
delightfully Qhistrared an the. 
liquid crystal sc r een as steam- 
fartg triar^ular piles. 

WhenUy, IQ, fiijr demand- 

■^peSseSf- After elf, wit nave two 
toce. wtetnosed griden retriev¬ 
ers and six cats. Negotiations 
fade place at Brent Cross 
. shopping centre. North 
London. The computer-gener¬ 
ated creatures exist on another 
dimension, she told me; she 
was the only child in die world 
without one. Then there was a 
dramatic shower of tears and I 
was die ca^er of crori^nother 

stares by other shoppers - 
Hoping she would haw 
tired of its infernal demands 
by the endotsummer, I.gave 
in. A few weeks later heritohet 
boughther a second. Now she 



is a _ single mother of two 
electronic babes — and I must' 
say she is showing uncommon 
interest In the passage of the 
Social Sendees Bill and the 
welfare of single mums. 

•. L meanwhile,am the virtual, 
grandmother, left to babysit 
when she has forgotten to 
smuggle them into school 
When Lily was bom. 1 had ■ 

.retoJ die. baby manuals and ., 
knew which aid Vas whfch. ! 

The prinUmt squeaks of the 
dectro-beasties was more puz¬ 
zling. One jab of the button 
and 1 sent Roman, named 
after the lead anger of 
BqyzoneJo a virtual cemetery. 

. Death, though, was not the - 
drama I had cqpected. A dick. 
of the button, a shuffle 
through Smash Hits to find a 
dame,, mid a new pet was 
hatched. Seme children have 
reportedly been more trauma¬ 
tised. Did that woriy Mrs 
Maite? “It ispart of our duty to 
let children know, that some 
day all creatures die." she 
replied gravely. . 

- Mrs Maita is. not. as has . 
been reported, a housewife : 
who invented fee Tamagotchi: 

: to satisfy her children’s wish 
ibr a pet She has worked for 
Bandai, the Japanese toy and 
leisure- company, for seven . 
years, as. part of fee prosaical¬ 
ly-titled Planning Section, Toy 
Entertainment Division, De¬ 
partment L 

.... "I look at the market. What 
is the trend? What do people 
want?" says Mrs. Maita. "If 
has be en pet boom in Japtoti 
Traditionallywehave cais and 
dogs. But - in pet boom we get 

alternative pets, . . _- 

fish, marmosets, . _ 

ferrets. : A jab OI 

holds are. smtol the button 
. and many people 

and I sent 
Roman to 
a virtual 
, ’ cemetery 

you. wiD. find teler. • • •. 
phone. - pager. 
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Ala Maita played with traditional toys as a child, bat says that when she has children she wQJ "teach them the pleasures of Tamagotchi" 


By toe end of toe year, one 
million Tamagotchis will have 
been sold in toe UK. 36 million 
worldwide. The makers daim 
it is toe best-selling toy ever. 
Bandai has had'previous hits, 
such as Power Rangers, but in 
toe year to. March 31 1997, 
recorded losses of £40 million. 

The company was on the 
. point of merging with the 
games, giant, Sega, until Mrs 
Marta had -her brainwave. 
Launched in Japan in Novem¬ 
ber 1996, toe Tamagotchi craze 
has. reversed Bandai’s 
fortunes. 

. Did Mrs Maita 
. . not regret having 

hj •nf’ • ’ gone solo with her 

Idea, which would 
iff on • have made her a 
x . . yen. multimillion- 

cpn t aire? “Yes, it was 

aciAL my idea,"she said, 

^ with a bird-like 

UJ flutter of her 

^ -i .. . hands. “But I 

LU.cU couldn't have in- 

■ _. t J vented it without 

ilety ray years of experi- 

ence with the com- 
.. pany." The Bandai 


boys have vied to kill off their 
pet as quickly as possible by 
overdoing the snack and disci¬ 
pline buttons. . 

In Hong Kong, a Triad 
virtual pet existed on a diet of 
cigarettes and alcohol and 
was rewarded with knives, 
before the authorities there 
banned it. “With toys, there is 
always the risk that an inno¬ 
cent idea will be interfered 
with," says Mrs Maita sadly. 

The original Tamagotchi is 
ovoid, selling at around £9.99. 
There is no such word in 
Japanese, but tarn ago means 
egg and tchi has a variety of 
meanings, including baby or 
loveable. A variety of creatures 
may appear, depending on the 
nature of the care given. Some 
look like something you would 
find ar a school for tropical 
medicine. Others would have 
you reaching for the bug spray. 


JUST WHEN THE 
DAYS ARE GROWING 
SHORTER, 
HARRODS MAKES 
THEM LONGER. 


T he Tamagotchi was 
initially aimed at 
teenagers and young 
female workers, 
"who manipulate communica¬ 
tion in Japan and are veiy 
powerful", says Mrs Maita. 
Next month in the UK toe 
DigiMon, short for Digital 
Monster, arrives, aimed at 
boys.By fee d in g it virtual pro¬ 
tein, its owner will be reward¬ 
ed by a cyberdog-of-war that 
can do battle with other Digi- 
Mons. Mrs Maita, somewhat 
unrealistically, emphasises 
the nurturing aspect “Child¬ 
ren are challenged to care for it 
so it grows into a strong boy." 

In March, toe more femi¬ 
nine Angel Tamagotchi, which 
.arrives as a UFO and prom¬ 
ises to look after its owner, 
goes an sale. 

Mrs Maita works 12 hours a 
day at her job and plays golf in 
her spare time. She played 
with traditional toys as a child 
and admits she does not 
understand the technical side 
of her invention. When she has 
children she will “teach them 
the pleasures of Tamagotchi". 

She says this so charmingly 
fear I bite back the impulse to 
throttle her on behalf of belea¬ 
guered parents everywhere. 


GameBoy or ever, smaller TV boffin must have been well 


or radio.” / •' ’ /. ■* 

There was a moral compo¬ 
nent tooi *T thought it .would 
be great to teach chfldrcrLtoe' 
.pleasure of raring. Ibe. moro 
you care for It toe brtter toe 
animal you see un the Screen^ 7 ' 

.... And .what jaboui.toe ripss; 
parents who' wiJI. say tot; 
cyberpets . disturb. bedtime, 
jneals,-bmnewaric tori;have 
been - banned by .'. ' many 


rewarded by her employers? 
“Our bonuses are paid, in 
April and it was too early last 
April to recognise my contri¬ 
bution.” Was she expecting a 
fat payday next April? A tinkle 
of laughter. 

For -every authentic 
TtonagtiGchi on sale, there are 
estimated to be four or five 
copycat cyberpets. Unlike the 
Japanese, the British are not 


scftoofc? Well. said:. Mrs- - brand loyal says Mrs Maita 
Maita, all Tamagotchis have a. with some disapproval. ; 


pause buttonl 
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Tamagotchi has become a 
generic term for toe cull but 
copyright laws here are un¬ 
able to deal with the problem 
in the way Bandai would like. 
The original was devised over 
a two-year period. In' a Far 
. Eastern factory, it can be taken 
apart and copied overnight ■ 
Brands such as toe contro¬ 
versial Kimiko, which feaiures 
a foster diffiL. have been 
wrongly linked to 
Tamagotchi, Bur children 
Themselves are capabteof sub¬ 
verting the idea. _ in Japan, 



Opening Hours: 
Today until December 23rd. 
.Mondays to Saturdays, 
10am to 8pm. 


It’s that time of year when Harrods makes being late a virtue. 
From today until December 23rd, hours of business 
for all departments will be extended from 10am until 8pm, So take 
advantage of the longer days to enjoy Harrods festive 
4 Nutcracker Christmas' decorations, and to find absolutely 
everything on your Christmas list. 
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Frank’s 

modest 

proposal 

Field aims to take the state out 
of welfare, says John Lloyd 

O h Tony (says the Par- has a cenain equanimity 
li amenta ry Labour about a long timescale. 

Party I. we gathered At die heart of his proposal 


O h Tony (says the Par¬ 
liamentary- Labour 
Partywe gathered 
golden opinions from the 
people only six months ago 
which “would be worn in their 
newest glossf not cast aside so 
soon". Do not, dear leader, 
paint us as men and women 
who deprive the hard-pressed 
of any of the little they have. 
Let us seem to be carers and 
sharers for a little longer. 

The plea falls on deaf ears. 
The Prime Minister has lis¬ 
tened. sympathised (up to a 
point), respevred (up to a poim) 
the place of conscience and 
dis-sent. Bul he told the PLP 
on Wednesday morning, “it is 
this party which built (he 
welfare state and this Govern¬ 
ment that aid save the welfare 
state". So stop whining and 
"explain what the Govern¬ 
ment is doing, and why". 

Why is precisely the point. 
Tony’ Blair, off today on a 
reflective awayday at Che¬ 
quers with his No 10 policy 
unit, still searches for a story 
to tell his party, his country 
and perhaps even himself. A 
story is die modem — or 
perhaps very old-fashioned — 
word far an ideology: an 
overarching rationale within 
which the main measures of 
government fit Margaret 

Thatcher had the _ 

fusion of the market 

and liberty. Blair Br< 

has pocketed that as 

a given, and wants reg 

to move beyond it 

But what is avail- ^ 

able? with 

From the drear Wlin 

caves of the Depart- sust 

ment of Social Sec- F 

urity comes a voice. 
at once self-assured and self- 
deprecating, anxious to be of 
assistance. It belongs to Mr 
Frank Field, the department's 
Minister of State and licensed 
thinker on the Big Idea — 
which is tlie restructuring of 
the welfare slate. 

Mr Field, wonk extraordi¬ 
nary of the pensions and social 
security worlds, member of 
the Church of England synod, 
lover of teasing flights of fancy 
and of intellectual explora¬ 
tions. has had a hard coming 
to Government. His relation¬ 
ship with Harriet Harman, 
his Secretary of State, is ran¬ 
corous: she sees him as a bun- 
under her saddle, he sees her 
as a (metaphorically only) ugly 
sister who will stop him going 
to the ball. Gordon Brown at 
theTreasury regards him with 
dour suspicion, seeing in his 
rethinking of welfares No 10- 
inspired challenge to his own 
domination of the process. 
Even No 10 is getting restive at 
the long gestation period of his 
welfare reform. 

What does Mr Field have 
going for him? He will have a 
Green Paper on welfare re¬ 
form out early next year. This, 
he believes, should not be a 
grand plan, but the dear 
beginning of a process of 
incremental change in welfare 
provision which will, bit by 
bit. win the trust of the 
population and reshape their 
expectations of what they get 
from the Srate. 

Welfare reform, Mr Field 
believes, will take many par¬ 
liaments to achieve — but 
since he also believes, unlike 
the Prime Minister, that rhe 
creation of the welfare state 
lies centuries back in the 
development of the Poor Law 
rather than with the Labour 
Governments of 194S-51, he 


Brown 

regards 

Field 

with dour 
suspicion 


has a cenain equanimity 
about a long timescale. 

At the heart of his proposals 
will be something which a 
leader hungry for a moral 
narrative can take, and make 
his Government’s. In a series 
of recent lectures. Mr Field 
has returned again and again 
to what he sees as a crippling 
feature of ihe post-Beveridge 
welfare srate — that is. that 
it relied almost wholly on 
statism and chased out volun¬ 
tarism. 

In a talk to the Industrial 
Christian Fellowship last 
month, he argued that the 
working men and women of 
die 19th century, who banded 
together in unions and friend¬ 
ly societies to protect them¬ 
selves against the misfortunes 
of life, in so doing “raised their 
characters on to a higher 
moral plane |in| ... noble 
drive to seif-improvement". 

“We must recognise." he 
said in the George Orwell 
lecture earlier this month, "the 
state to be an organisation 
which can make welfare avail¬ 
able wirhour providing it it¬ 
self.'' Field is reaching back to 
the 19th cenniry to reanimate 
the voluntarism which will be 
required to provide personal 
security in the 21st. The differ¬ 
ence will be the continuation of 

_a strong state acting 

as regulator and. to 
\yj] an extent, equaliser; 

the parallel will be 
Lrds that responsibility 
, , will reside with the 

•IO individual, or with 

rlrair the collectives he 
aour and she creates and 
cion sustains. 

' Hus is not social¬ 

ism as it has come to 
be understood. But it is a 
narrative different from that of 
privatisation. It replaces that 
1 980s word with a new/old 
century one: cooperation. 

New Labour has remained 
in touch with non-liberal opin¬ 
ion on social issues. The 
rhetoric on families is de¬ 
signed to appeal to it — even if, 
for the moment, it is little more 
than rhetoric. 

The cuts on single-parent 
benefit have been supported 
by The Sun and The Mirror 
and The Express, not just 
because they are in varying 
degrees of thrall to the Gov¬ 
ernment (as they- are), but also 
because their readers are un¬ 
likely to feel too roused on 
behalf of unmarried mothers, 
who are seen as the authors of 
or collaborators in their own 
calamities. Welfare reform 
can gain and keep support — j 
but only if the population is 
brought to fed some owner¬ 
ship of it. 

I t must become, again, part 
of popular morality. In i 
fact, self-reliance has nev¬ 
er ceased to be so: it is simply 
that now the state cannot | 
afford to carry on without it : 
“Individuals," says Mr Field, 
“are capable of coexisting with I 
the state, alongside rather 
than inside.” increasing that 
capacity- for independence: 
pushing responsibility again 
down to the indMdual and 
family and voluntaiy society 
levels; toning up the withered 
muscles of civil society — these 
aims would support Mr 
Field's endeavours, and could 
do the Government's, if it were 
to focus on them. A theme for 
the policy awayday. 

The author is associate editor 
of the New Statesman. 



Howard 


It hsxyTxmbeliketodie^heha^betterdait, anAdeccea&e the surplus 
population.” Scroogehunghishead bear his 

None but the brave 


W e postulate too many 
watersheds in politics, 
but 1 feel another com¬ 
ing on. As the year 
doses it seems to me that Gordon 
Brown and Tony Blair really are * 
approaching a watershed. 

Watershed is a weary metaphor, its 
link to the original geographical 
reference already badly frayed. In 
topography a watershed is a line of 
separation between waters flowing to 
different rivers; a high point from 
which the fallen rain might flow 
equally this way or that but, having 
chosen which, can never return to the 
alternative course. 

Geoffrey Howe's 1981 Budget de¬ 
served the metaphor. The Chancellor 
settled more than his Government's 
commitment to monetarism, impor¬ 
tant as that was. By choosing to 
punish further when there were 
already cries of pain. Howe gave 
earnest of the tough-minded ness 
which was to become a hallmark of 
Margaret Thatcher's administration. 
It was in that dreadful year, followed 
by the seeming disaster of the 
Falklands occupation, that Margaret 
Thatcher's sun burnt through the 
douds to blaze eventually over two 
more election victories. 

But it is important to recall how 
uncertain it all felt at the time. At the 
time the Tory “wets" believed them¬ 
selves to be — and looked to many — 
like ihe coming thing. Forgetting how 
precarious her position seemed, we 
find it hard now to recapture the 
excitement caused when Julian 
Critchley wrote an anonymous article 
“by a Tory MP" in The Observer 
criticising Mrs Thatcher'S leader¬ 
ship. To a big group of Tory MPs. 
those early clouds around her leader¬ 
ship appeared less like the morning 
mist than rhe fog dosing in. What 
now seems tough-minded then 
looked hard-hearted. Her strong 
leadership, as we now see it, was 
dismissed as tin pat authoritarian¬ 
ism. Her wets, now derided as gnats 
that she swatred, stung like hornets. 

In one of the rudest letters ever 
written politely, Samuel Johnson 
inveighs bitterly against a patron 
who "looks with unconcern on a Man 
struggling for Life in the water, and 
when he has readied ground encum¬ 
bers him with help". There is, as poor 
Johnson discovered, a time-lag be¬ 
tween the display of a quality and its 
recognition in the world. We call 
someone “brave" only after they have 
come to hold sway and need their 
courage less. There will have been a 
moment when they really were brave, 
but it will have occurred much 


Are Blair and Brown, like Thatcher and 
Howe, ready to face down their party? 


earlier, before their spurs were won. 
We begin calling people "original" at 
about die point they are starting to be 
famous and predictable: The time of 
their originality will have been an 
uncertain time. ThatcheT was brave 
and original before the world ac¬ 
knowledged it: rather less so after her 
party had fallen at her feet. 

This is the time for Tony Blair and 
Gordon Brown to be brave and 
original. It is their watershed year. 
By December next year we shall 
know whether this Labour Prime 
Minister is a man to be knocked off 
course by his party, as both his 

immediate prede- _ 

cessors, James Cal¬ 
laghan and Harold {“71 /V 
Wilson, were. If /1/7/] 

Blair and Brown ___ 

back down on wd- rT) 

fare reform, and if ryj 

Labour starts sacri- Lv 

firing good, unpop- . -—; 

ular ministers such 
as Geoffrey Robinson to the mob, 
then the waters of this administration 
will by then be flowing towards a 
river which can take Labours fate in 
only one direction. But if Blair 
manages to hold the line all through 
next year, his leadership will have' 
passed a gruelling test 

1 am coming to believe that what 
Gerald Kaufman thinks today, others 
say tomorrow. It was at the last 
election bul one that Mr Kaufman 
called the choice between Labour and 
the Tories a tug-of-war between fear 
and loathing; and it was at the last 
election that fear lost—overcome not, 
as Mr Blair boasts, by hope, but by 
loathing. On May 30 this year, 
writing in the New Statesman, Kauf¬ 
man described the new Parliamenta¬ 
ry Labour Party as “the happiest l 
have ever known". He went on to 
predict that it would not last He 
heard little grumbles already, and... 
... as time goes by these mild and 
good-tempered gripes could aim into 
genuine dissatisfaction. After all. the 
two other Labour governments with 
big majorities ended in tears. The 
much overrated Clement Attlee so 
mishandled his 1945 majority of 144 
that n was eliminated by 1951. Harold 
Wilson's 1966majority of 97 was wiped 
out in 1970. Both times, dissatisfaction 
among Labour MPs played a signifi¬ 
cant part in the defeats. 

Within seven months of his general 
election triumph, and on the issue of 


e ‘Matthew 


benefits to lone parents. Tony Blair 
has freed a rebellion of more than a 
hundred of his MPs — for that is the 
figure you reach if you add the 47 
who voted against the Government to 
what appears to be a larger number 
who defied their whips and ab¬ 
stained. And that battle could prove a 
minor skirmish in comparison with 
what frees Blair and Brown should 
they go ahead with serious reforms to 
disability benefit 

On single parents, a number of 
Labour backbenchers were arm- 
twisted into giving their front bench 
the benefit of the doubt just thisonce, 

_:_ while issuing due 

■_ • • ■ • warning, privately 

f r / , to the whips,, that 

UudW .this kind .pf.fft^g; 
vrtJVyis muS f ^ happen 

• again. They will be 

Yj7 .harder to cajole, 
• LvJ next time. There 

— was colourful talk 

in the press about 
whips handing “the yellow card" to 
rebels; little mention was made of tile 
yellow card which a trig section of die 
Parliamentary Labour Party now 
believes it has handed to the whips. 
But although the language is coded, 
today's New Statesman article by 
Clive Soley, chairman .of the Parlia¬ 
mentary Labour Party, is one of the 
longest yellow cards in Labour's 
history. Prime Minister and Chancel¬ 
lor have been put under notice that 
no shake-up of benefits which creates 
large numbers of losers among the 
disabled should be imposed. 

But it must be. Mr Soley is just 
wrong. Although opposition to this 
reform is strengthening by the hour, 
five case for it is actually stronger 
than the case for cutting lone parents' 
benefits. Everybody knows — the 
Tories certainly know — that Frank 
Field is righL The last Government 
was hugely embarrassed by the 
rocketing cost of benefits for the 
disabled and would undoubtedly 
have proposed reform. Luridly for 
Mr Hague, his predecessors had not 
said so in print and — opposition 
being a cynical business — this frees 
his party to make trouble for the 
Government now. 

And troublethey will make. So will 
the Liberal Democrats. There is a 
fundamental design fault In Mr 
Blair’s much-touted philosophy of 
"detribalising" Westminster politics. 


Bishop’s tale 

THE voice of reason is to be heard from beyond the grave. Shortly before 
his death, Lord Wyatt of Weeford wrote a play containing a stinging 
attack on liberal clergy. Now friends of the late polemicist, politician and 
bon vi rear are keen to transport the work to the stage. The Bishop’s Wife 
attacks h>pocrisy, homosexuality and Radio 4's Thought for the Day, 
which is portrayed as a vehicle for pompous cant. Wyatt, mi atheist, hoped 
to have the play performed next year. It is a fruity caie about a 
sanctimonious bishop who pontifi¬ 
cates on Thought for the Day 
rather more often ihan he sings 
alleluia in his parish church. To 
relieve the tedium of marriage to a 
retired actress, he spends nights 
sloping off to his mistress, rising to 
preach family values over the 
airwaves. Friends are determined 
to see the play staged. "It would be 
a wonderful memorial party to Friends: Lamont and Wyatt 
Woodrow," says Norman LamortL 

“He often talked about the script sore throat," said Frank Dobson. 
and obviously loved writing it. He “Not chicken flu. / trust?" He 
adored the theatre — he was a responded with such assurance, I 
friend of Noel Coward." His anti- wn/trfered if the ministry was doing 
cleridsm developed late. "We went all it might to stop the'killer bug. 
to a church in Tuscany and he ■— ■ 
seemed terribly moved. He loved 

the Gregorian chanting." . StfflW 

• BEFORE a jolly lunch at Chris- LOLL! POP women have been 
toplter'syesterday. I bumped into banned from wearing Father 
our Health Secretary wheezing up Christmas hats by Jack Straw. “ It's 
the stairs. ~1 am well apart from a against the law to wear Santa hats. 





If they don’t wear standard uni¬ 
form. they have no legal power to 
stop ihe traffic." thunders a all 
slide at the Home Office: First vic¬ 
tim is Mrs Pauline Allen from Es¬ 
sex: "It is ridiculous. I’ve been 
wearing one for ten years." 

•ANN Widdecombe has a new 
starring role. The Tory grandette is 
to play a judge in a Channel 4 se¬ 
ries discussing such issues as abor¬ 
tion and drugs in front of a jury- 
Judge Dnedd: watch out. 


Final Straw ^P eec ^ ess 


LOLLIPOP women have been 
banned from wearing Father 
Christmas hats by Jack Straw. “It's 
against the law to wear Santa hats. 


AS IF blessing Formula One with 
nine more seasons of .tobacco-fu¬ 
elled racing had not sullied the 
Government’s name at the British 
Thoracic Society, Tessa Jowell has 


let them down again. On Tuesday 
the health minister was to address 
them on “How the Government 
can stop young people smoking". 
She never turned up. “We were all 
expecting her — some were rather 
excited,” says a smokeless sort. 
“No reason was given." A sidekick 
is vaguely apologetic “She can¬ 
celled due to diary pressures." 

• THAT orange fancier Lord 
Irvine of Lairg, refreshingly free of 
false modesty, has been telling 
friends about the Scotland Bill. *7 
wrote IL All of it." he apounded 
over a glass. This could be news to 
his old friend Donald Dewar; the 
Scottish Secretary, whose wife Ali¬ 
son left him for Irvine more than 
20years ego. Dewars office is puz¬ 
zled. “Oh dear." muttered a source 
there. "It was a major team effort." 

Brushing up 

WHILE her husband Alan grap¬ 
ples with the nature of authenticity 
m court, tire real Jane Clark has 
stood up. She is returning to the 
painting career she abandoned to 
bring up her family and has com¬ 
pleted a series of pictures of the 
First World War. One, Letter from 
Home, is displayed in an exhibi¬ 
tion by MPs. The mournful piece 



Jane Clark's painting Letter from Home, and the artist herself 


depicts poppies, blood and a. white 
feather. Her husband, author of 
The Donkeys, is urging her to paint 
more. "She is a beautifiil artist," he 
says, "rather surrealist” She is tak¬ 
ing his advice: “He would have 
loved his father to have seen ttenv.. 
I’d like to sell some to pap for my 
addiction to gardening and. art 
shops. "Her impressive work puts 
MPs to shame. Only four submit¬ 
ted daubmgs. “I allowed Mrs . 
Clark to display because my 
collages are too bone idle." says - 
Michael Colvin, ' MP. the 


organiser. “She^s die first spouse to 
be exhibited in the Commons.” ! 
hope it leads to a successful career. 

•AT a City party. PR giants Brian 
.Basham and David Burnside met 
with, an attempted ^embrace that 
went wrong. As Basham averted 
his head. Burnside’s nose collided 
with Basham’s ear. Blood spurted 
from Burnsides nose ..Ttf rather 
physical injury than a Belfast 
kiss,’: says Basham. 

-Jasper Gerard 



which commentators have taken to 
mean bidding for liberal Democrat 
support against his own left wing. On 
most of toe issues where he might 
actually need support against his 
own left wing, the liberal Democrats 
are going to be with his left wing. 
Many of Mr Blair’s biggest and most 
bitter battles are likely to be about 
welfare and spending. - 

If he wants a detribalisation strate¬ 
gy of any use to him in the division 
lobbies (and indeed, in the press), 
then it is with the Conservatives that 
he needs to build bridges — as a 
rather dismayed Guardian leading 
article pointed out last week, noting 
the coalition that had won Harriet 
Harman her 'victory over single 
mothers. It is. (to dear. Mr Kaufman 
again who has pointed out that the 
most troublesome press criticism that 
Labour now faces comes from The • 
Guardian. Tory press -commentary . 
is giving him. a much fairer whj^.. ... 

tr This is “detribalisation^ captain^r-^,-,! 

' but not as we know if " ‘ _ 

I have suggested parallels between 
the crunch Margaret Thatcher faced 
in the first two years of her premier¬ 
ship and the crunch Tony Blair must 
now contemplate in his mastery of 
his party. 1 have said that her 
assignment was a tough one. and 
' that she was brave. 

Mr Blair’s assignment is tougher, 
and he will need to be braver. That is 
because Margaret Thatcher's chall¬ 
enge wasto be troe to her party’s core 
principles. Mr Blair's challenge is to 
betray his party's core principles. 

Even during her worst political ■ 
storms, Margaret Thatcher could put 
a sheet anchor down into the current 
of a century of Conservative thinking 1 
and belief, and be steadied by it She 
was going with tire grain. Tony Blair | 
has no sudi luxury. He is all against | 
the grain ofhisparty’s history arid he . 
knows it His lifelines are to his new 
fair-weather friends, in middle Eng-" 
land and not to the dd-friends of ids 
movement the jpoor, the dispos¬ 
sessed. tire working class, the aca> 
demic left, Hampstead, theLSE and 
the trade unions. These-he must 
betray., exchanging their love and 
constancy for toe more "fickle affec¬ 
tions of toe Sierrafownirig classes. 

Will his party lei him do it? fa he- : 
determined to try? Or were the Tory 
borteheads. who a year ago were 
braying that tire Left would resurface 
after the election, right after all? In 
which case (as Lord Melbourne re- . 
marked), “What afi the wise men said 
would happen has not happened, 
and what all the damned fools raid 
would happen has come to pass." 


■ Humbug, and _ _ 
this time my opinion 
wonTchange 

T he bell struck midnight. 
Scrooge groaned at diis 
154to annual resurrection 
of his Christmas carol, and 

reached for the Teasmade on his 
bedside table. But this undtai^ 
acteristic Hncray contained only 
hot water, without the usual 
comforting smell of scalded 
teabags. And this year for a 
change there were two Ghosts erf 
Christmas Yet to Come gliding 
towards the foot of his futon. 
They were trying, not entirety 
successfully, to wipe -out their 
normally insincere smiles, and 
they were followed by a camera¬ 
man on % dolly and several 
production assistants with dip- 
boards and headphones. 

“Who — who are you?" qua¬ 
vered Scrooge, .who, if truth' be 
told, was ge&a^ fed up with his 
annual production as a Christ¬ 
mas morality tale. “And where 
is nxy tea? I -supply cannot go 
through tins annual pantomime 
as Mr Meame without my 
bracer of Tetley's." 

“We are the Rupert and Julie 
Sliiow,'" groaned the two 
an chorpersons in something 
dose to unison, white die PAs 
whispered into their mouth¬ 
pieces and tiie sound engineers 
fenced, with their booms and 
looked bored. “Arrihave you not 
.beard tire midnight newsflash? 
A compound nucleus of EU 
scientists has su^Mted that tbe 
tannin m tea may give you TSE. 
or Tea Scaly Enid. The chances 
of it doing so are only 1.1 bflfion 
to one. You are 100,000 times 
■more likely to be kiUed in a 
traffic accident, and 10,000 
times more Ukdy to die after 
being hit by a Mock of frozen, 
excrement dropped 1 from an 
airliner. But the minister has 
decided that he must fqUow the 
advice of his scientists and abide 
by Brussels sprouts. So tea on 
- the leaf is banned from mid- 
■ night, and you must' ham it np 
this year without your earfy- 
moming stiffener.” 

“But why do you look so 
- sombre - and' serious, dread 
,,anchorperson5?" xrifid: Scrooge,, 
■^(Jf cpurseX^R not possess a set;, 
mys^ ^ Imite watdied your 
show through tiie window of the 
television rental shop. And it 
raemed to me that its format was 
for you to lock sunny however 
irritating or imbecile your alleg¬ 
edly celebrity guests and repre¬ 
sentative spokesp erso ns." 

Oh secret and sdfeantained 
man, as solitary as an oyster," 
intoned Rupert and Julie togeth¬ 
er, “Can you hot tell from our 
solemn faces and the funereal 
background music that the na¬ 
tion has suffered another shock¬ 
ing celebrity tragedy? So we are 
going to cover it in our standard 
.Celebrity Sadness Format or 
CSF. This means that we shall 
look solemn and repeat the sad 
inews throughout the night, up¬ 
dating as we go and interspers¬ 
ing it briefly with the only three 
items of real news that we have. 
So-over to you, Julian."' 

N ewsreader. .The Seoul 
stock market - has 
crashed and toe South 
Korean economy has gone down 
tiie plughole. An earthquake has 
destroyed both Forth bridges 1 
arid mart of Edinburgh. And 
revolutionaries in tiie rebellious 
'Russian.- province of 1 
Qzqzqzqzqzstn, angry at the 
shortage of vowels, have 
launched nuclear missiles at | 
Nato headquarters in Brussels ■ 
told London. And now, back to 
you, Rupert and Julie." 

Thank you, Terry. And now 
to see how saddened tiie ordi¬ 
nary British public is by this sad 
news, over to our man in the' 
streetwith a camera crew. How 
rad is tiie ordinary British 
public about tins Shocking celeb¬ 
rity tragedy. Joseph?" 

“Thank yew. Rupert. Thank 
you, Julie. As yciu can see. 
members of the public have 

street in frontoFovrccsmieras to 
express their grief at tins shock¬ 
ing celebrity tragedy. And here 
are a husband tend wife who 
have come a long way to be 
present in person al tins solemn 
event. How far have you came?" 

Husband and.wife.together: 
"We have driven 750.miles. As 
soon as . we saw. tire tragic 
cetebmy logo on TV and heard 
tire-tragic celeb music, we got 
into our car and drove through 
the night We live in Harlow. So 
most of that mileage was taken 
by .getting tost on .tire elevated 
sections of the Ml and trying to 
find somewhere to paric." 

Reporter “And how do you 
fed? Gutted and devastated?" 

Husband and, wife together: 
“Definitdy.T!_ 

Members af the crowd behind 
them wtive "at tire Camera. Re- 
porter; "And now back to Rupert 
and JulieT’-Scrooge: This must 
be anotirerbaddream. Hesse fef 
this festiveedebrity go back to 
sleep for another year." 
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A TONGUE FOR EUROPE 




* 


Since May Ihe new Labour Gcvetmnenlhas 
been a souroe (rf fescmaiioQ, eavy and hope 1 

for much of Europe. Continental voters have 
been as dazzled as the British % Labour’s 
a ™ 1 promises. Tony Blair has 
17 high hopes of using Britain* European 
v Ihnon presidency to promote British vahas 
of openness and deregulation. The machine- 
nrinders of Downing Street have, therefore, 
been puzzled and irked by recenf criticism in 
the European press that Mr Blair is 
“arrogant", that his claims to leadership in 
the European Union are overweeding. 

They ou^itnot tobe puzried. Thepcoblan 

lies in; themselves. Whai is abundant dear: 
to a growing number outside Downing 

Streets that the message is being sabotaged 

by the arrogance, ignorance and bad 
manners of the messengers. Britain, Kke 
America, has never treated forei gn 
correspondents with much rasper*, beh e ving 
that they deliver no votes and therefore have. 
little darm on officials’ time and attention; 
Under Labour, however, this attjtiwfe has 
been exacerbated by die manjc insistence of • 
attempting to keep all briefings, whereso¬ 
ever ffiey are aimed, “m message". 

French, German and Italian newspapers 
rjli carmot be so manipulated They do not see 
f polity through the eyes of British domestic 
interests, do not share the same assumptions 
and poetical short-hand and cannot there¬ 
fore be “spun” to deliver government polity 
in the way its spokesmen would demand. 

A correspondent for Austria’s most re¬ 
spected newspaper lias gone so far as to tdl 
colleagues that Alistair Campbell, the Prime 
Minister’s spokesman, behaves as though 
he was a member of a master race. He 
insists on “Victory for Tbzry Blair or shut 
up", she wrote. There -may be some 
hyperbole here, even in respect.of so 
confident a figure as Mr CanapbdL But the 
attack should causeMr Blair concern. 

The Austrian sentiment finds echoes 


across the . Continent Journalists from 
' France, Germany, Italy and Spam .— all 
V countries whoseattitodes and votes Britain, 
/-needs to court if itristo aspire to a successful 
presidency of foeEuropean Union — recall 
-'- instances where theyhavebeen brushed 
aside; (fisBHssed and collectively fonAed 
Charlie-'Whelan*' Gordon Brown’s press 
spokesman, is alleged to have described a 
. .group as ^bsdlotrnhp purvey “Euro-crap’* 
and’T^irobollocis”, /. 

/ Centmeotal newspapers are, indeed, 
somewhat uncritical:df their pobtkal mas- 
■ ters* great European project. The British 
tradition is more aazbative. Sir. Bernard. 
Ingham, Margaret Thatcher's ears and 
voice for more than a decarte, set a certain 
standard^ brusqueness: but he was never 
" accused of 21 manners on the current scale. 

' Explanations are no excuses. If a British 
briefer turns on a Swede and tells her to 
repeat her question when she can speak 
'English, he alienates; at a' stroke, aB her 
; readers from one of Britain's moft steadfast 
s up porters. When a Foreign Office dip- 
ksnaL practised m French. turns his bade on 
a journalist from Paris with foecomment “J 
don’tanswer questions in Breach”, he 
reinforces every cEche that Robin Cook is 
. trying to dispel 

Image-making differs from country to 
ttwntry,. Whitehumour does not translate 
easily, rudenessis universally recognised. In 
two weeks’ time, Britain will assume 
respohsibilftyfor briefing jouriialistsfrom 15 
different countries after every minis ter’s 
meeting,everyinformal conclave and every 
intemidumal sunutrit lf its official spokes¬ 
men con tinue to treat themediaof Britain’s 
partners with contempt, disparagement and 
linguistic igiorance, the Government will 
find thatwithin weeks itsstewardshipwill 
be derided, its achievements belittled and its 
goals mocked. Careless talk costs political 
lives. ’ 


MANDELA TO MBEKI 

The ANC and white South Africans must adapt to each other 


9 


South Africa has tins week witnessed an 
extraonlinarjQbr smooth transition. Nelson 
Mandela handed over the leadership of the 
African National Congress to Thabo Mbeki. 
a process tint will almost certainly be 
repeated for the State Presidency after 
national etectwps m & months. Winnie 
Madikiteia^Manddte^teGteavBgaiti push for 
the post of deputy president disappeared-. 
Gvenif her name had been piflforward she 
would not have received tiat support 
required fix nomination. Whether she is a • 
spent force wiB be better measured through- 
the contest for the National Executive 
Committee today. 

This calm transfer of authority has been a 
real achievement for Mr Mandeb, fa a 
continent where rakes routinely continue 
until removed by coup or deafiwhis detisfon. 
to step down will set apotentprecedent 
Maqy.white South Africans will fed; 
however, that the security of certainly 
offered by these events has been curtaifedby 
Mr Mandeb’s address to the ANC activists. 
A man who has come to embody racial 

reconciliation chose to bimchaset of attacks 

on the farmer ruling race. The tone of his 
contempt for opponents af tibe ANC did little 
to promote confidence in tire prospects for i 
phn^Jist democracy. AsTbnyXeoruleaderof 
the frewnaxfcet Democratic Party, rightly 
argued, the speeds was the Tow-water inaric 
of hw presktaicy". Mr ManddaY wiffing- 
ness to embrace his fo rmer wife w ill have 
struck many as equally inappropriate. 

Mr Mandela's words, it is daimed, were, 
inspired hy Mr Mbeki If true, ah escep- 
tionaBy cunning strategy has been ex ecuted . 
MrMbeki^dwnremarics upon hisdeyaticto 
to the ANC presidency were much more 
measured. He also suggested that marry 


whites were oblivious to foe conditions of foe 
majority around them. But he conceded that 
the Government had not argued effectively 
that a non-racial society was in the interests 
of all races. Over the past three years Mr 
Mbeki has been a proponent of financial 
crtiiodfay and a frfend of bushiess mte 7 ests. 
It roay b^thal he chose Mr Mandela to 
deliver a message to that constituency. 

"“‘in more temperate language, thoe is a 
substantial case; that white Soitth Africans 
would be wise to consider. There are aspects 
of apartheid that oblige atonement Too 
many corporate executives have complained 
to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
about the damage to their pockets and 
pn)fit 5 Jfrom aforterale: nor surprisingly they 
have infuriated moderates such as Mr 
.MbekL South Africa's continued stability 
derands continued action on education and 
; infrastructure to assirt impoverished mil¬ 
lions. Hus will, reahstically. require a small 
sacrifice of sorts from the entrenched elite. 

The challenge forMr Mbelri is to promote 
that process without counter-productive 
initiatives. South Africa must preserve a 
first World economy while addressing its 
Third Worid issues. Reconciliation and 
'reconstruction should operate in tandem. 
LBs most effective weapon in this quest 
would be more, not less, capitalism. The 
apartheid era spawned a carporatist econ¬ 
omy with cartels m every sector. The Hunted 
■KberaKs atk at ..and privatisation that the 
ANC has encouraged so for has been more 
effective in attaddnglhe control exErasedby 
a small network of white families than a 
doaeri speeches from'- Mrs M adikfre l a- 
Maodria This- may .hot be a popular 
formula this wedk but it should be the one 
that Mr Mbeki adheres tom office. 


Justice has become a casualty of the peace process 


ruality under the law is ihe cornerstone of 

ifas^Hi,artHtr3Byjosficcitstiiyrot.Men 

Dperiy convicted of murder should s ave 
s sentence that justice demands, not that 
ifch expediency may requite. ■; ^ 

Mthough justice ma y be. gg 

npered by mercy, fa Nortbemlrdairi n is 
i^admfaistered through foe fookmg; 
iss. Menwho pfemrimanter, * ***** * 

jreftought and **««=£*« 

% __i nifiettnas QTtD tDBT 


life and fa the knowledge that other 
leagues are being released altoge***^M. 
sane toe two ywung mm 

mistake under great pres sure wfa ^ 

dr* tbdrawn & oatim ECT^tm 

^efRA’S bombas vrbp 

o® if 

e&anes 


rfi po&ical defence for foe 

o»Tiif«vahadi and 


tisdxned tone hves and 
„*** That defence on be 
Ozristinas idease at 
die 

- _ j_l u.u.uiw t v>rm a man 
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ceasefire: If tlaey enjoy tangible benefits frem 
the ceasefire, itfr argued, tiieywill.lend their 
weight to the argument for its maintenance. 

- But what sort of ceasefire is it that relies an 

the pampering of aJcgtating killers to keep 
rtinpface? ' ' 

' TteChristmasrelea^of IRA tenmists is 
not the only evidence of a political interven- 
tjrm in what should be the autonomous 
realm of ihe courts. The continued inthr- 
CCTation of frni Hshcr and Mark Wright, 
two Scots Guardsmen, who killed a sus¬ 
pected terrorist fri' 1992r can only, be 
understood as an act of appeasanent They 
' niadc a ‘ terrible mistake in shooting at 
innocent boy, buttiiey acted underpressure 

- in drcuipstonces wdnch their traimng led 
.. than to believe was an amfoish. They have 
: served more ttom fiveyears ** 811 °^ nce 

CTOTflar foihatnf Lee Ctegg, anoflier soldief 
xiho kflled m eiror and served three and a 

•. halfyears. • r. ■ 

The only juSfflcation for theg re m a nung 
in jail is a fear of mfiammg repubEcan 
feeling. The .support far their release 
expressed by ffie Tatton MP. Martin BeU. 
who knows first hand about life under fire, 
. should encourage the fair-minded to re- 
/ spond ^mpati^caJiy to their pl^it These 
' young men were, serving their: country, 
made a mistake and paid-the price. Keeping 
t fig-m in prison for fear of ti» ;repuhlican 
• mob is also a mistake. Thepride will always 
be a peace thar depends on tire goodwill of 
map motivated by malice. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street; London El 9XN Ttiejdione 0171-782 5000 


Blair’s X factor on Why charities merit their tax breaks 


single currency 

From Mr Tan Taylor, MPjbr 
Esher and Walton (Conservative) 

Sir, The euro islikdy to be the single 
currenty^^cwering.SO per cent of the 
European single market No wonder 
that the Prime Minister, in his arlide. 
“Neither a surrender, nor isolation" 
(December i$), stresses his determiim- 
.tioji torostae that ; the powers of the 
Eoro XcommiTtee are only to be infor¬ 
mal Even if he succeeds, the odds are 
thal the ranunhtee will have a power- 
. fol influence. Your own leader, 
“Blatrt X factor" (December 13), was 
wrong to say he should have dis¬ 
missed the issue with a Gallic shrug. 

So for, most commentators on 
EMU highlight the threats to the UK 
'freon membership. The events of the 
last few days uaterime that there are 
also political- and economic costs in 
pot joining. Stayira-out win be pain¬ 
ful. The Prime Minister had better 
make up . Ms mind rapidly where he 
stands. If he does not want to be mar- 
. gmaEsed. or to lose influence ova: 
matters affecting vitaL national inter 1 
ests, lie must have tiie courage to pro¬ 
vide a dearer timetable for the radi- 
ness of the UK to join EMU. This will 
entail setting out more precisely the 
policies to achieve the necessary con¬ 
vergence.. 

Yours faithfully, 

IAN TAYLOR,. . 

. House of Commons. 

December 15. 

From MrSelwyn fjodson Pressinger. 

Sir, It is doubtful Mr Blair's article 
will impress the “in” members of the 
Euro X dub. Nonetheless he still 
deserves our support. 

•Many like myself Who have worked 
in continental Europe in recent years 
appredale the merits of a “common” 
currency. It was something the mark 
was already fast resembling, being 
Europe’s common currency by refer¬ 
ence. Bor this reason, many of us were 
initially enthusiastic about a “single" 
currency, which seemed a logical pro¬ 
gression from the common cunrncy. 

.However,, tire full implications of 
EMU and tiie difficulties arising horn 
the EUY agreed timetable far the 
imposition of a single currency have 
given genuine cause for concern. As 
most British economists agree; this is 
not the time for us to join. Naturally 
the Euro X “in" members are unsym¬ 
pathetic to our position. After all, 
theirs are the economies most at risk. 
If exclusion from their meetings is a 
price Britain has to pay, so be il 

Yours faithfully, • 

SELWYN HODSON PRESSINGER, 
4 Lyall Street. SW1X 8 DW. 


Toiy leadership 

From Sir Julian Critckty 

Sir, The campaign launched by some 
Tory MPs in favour of one man, one 
vote (Omov) for the leadership of the 
Tory party (report and leading article, 
December 17) is a giant step in the 
wrong direction. 

Any observer who has attended a 
Conservative Party conference in 
whatever capacity can only have been 
alarmed by the prejudices shown by 
tite bulk of the pity activists who 
attend such jamborees. With a few ex¬ 
ceptions. the “floor" consists of right- 
wing Tories of the most unattractive 
kind: racists, fingers and hangers, 
and passionate “Eurosceptics". 

1 have been attending party confer¬ 
ences for thirty years. In each case the 
“battle" waged was between a rela¬ 
tively moderate platform and an 
extremist rank-and-file. Ask Lord 
Whitdaw, who; as Home Secretary, 
was obliged to defend good sense 
against a noisy and foolish opposition. 
Throw them a bone by all means, but 
make it a small one. 

Yours etc, 

JULIAN CRTTCHDEY. 

19 Broad Street 
Ludlow SYS 1NG. 

December 17. 


Oaths of aUegiance . 

From Professor Keith Kyle 

Sir, I was not able in the course of a 
shortletter (December 4) to go into the 
detail of the many stages of the Brad-, 
laugh case, to which I made allusion 
when addressing the position of the 
MPs from Belfast West and Mid-Ul¬ 
ster. As ray friend Sir Ludovic Ken¬ 
nedy quite rometiy points out (letter, 
December 13; see also letter, Decem¬ 
ber 6 ), during the course of the contro¬ 
versy in 1880 and subsequently, Brad- 
laugh did several times express will¬ 
ingness to take the oath and in fact ad¬ 
ministered it to himself. 

But foe points that are relevant here 
are that foe cause of the row was his 
wish in the first place to affirm rather 
than to take a (to him) meaningless 
oath, and tiie refusalbf Ihe House up 
to 1886 toaHow him to take the oath on 
account of his having made his ori¬ 
ginal stand. • 

Historical analogies are never ex¬ 
act But this one rased, thwgh it did 
not solve, the same issue that is raised 
inthecases of Messrs Adams and Mc- 
Guirtness: is a coostitueDcy entifledto 
be represented ty foe person it 
chooses or not? I think it is now gener¬ 
ally acknowledged that tite House did 
not enhance its reputation by its 19th- 
century response. 

Yours faithfully, 

KETlHiCYLE .. 

(Visiting Professor of History. 
University of Ulster). . 

25 Oppidans Road, NW33AG. 


From the Chief Executive of 
the Charities Aid Foundation 

Sir. Matthew Parris’s logic ("Unchari¬ 
table thoughts". December 12} seems 
to me to he bade to front. In essence he 
writes that the taxes we all pay have to 
be increased to pay for charity tax 
exemptions. And worse, some chari¬ 
ties nave become very s uc cessful, 
which makes the tax burden on you 
and me even greater and more out¬ 
rageous. 

Looking through foe telescope from 
the. right end we see this picture: 
people getting together to dp good in 
the interest of society as a whole (not 
for themselves) may create legal enti¬ 
ties. As these entities do no* make pro¬ 
fits nr b enefi t, say, shareholders, tile 
tax issue doesn't arise, indeed why 
should -it? Surely tins is highly 
desirable? 

Incidentally, the aggregate of chari¬ 
table activity has just reached 4 per 
cent of GDP and is notforecast to nse, 
which puts his article into perspective. 
This leyel of.activiiy would plummet if 
we were to deride, as he suggests, to 
tax people frying to. do gtxxTin tins 
organised way. 

He suggests the Wellcome Trust is a 
“hulk” and a tax drain. It is also a 
huge benefit to the nation. Would we 
really prefer not to have philan¬ 
thropists? . 

Yours faithfully. 

MICHAEL BROPHY, 

Chief Executive, - 
Chanties Aid Foundation, 

Kings Hill, West Malting ME19 4TA. 
December 12. 

From Mr Martin Eede 

Sir, Matthew Parris’s criticism of 
large charities gaming unfair tax 
advantages, coupled with an apparent 
assumption that smaller chanties are 
bum Wing amateurs, is a caricature of 
the voluntary sector. 

Without charities who would fight 
tiie unpopular causes? Would Aids 
and HTV have been fought as success¬ 
fully by govemment departments as 
by foeTerrenoe Higgins Trust and the 
London Lighthouse, which were dose 
to the communities most affected and 
could galvanise hundreds of volun¬ 
teers into action? Would people with a 
mental illness have gained a voice and 
better services without the support of 
Sane and the National Schizophrenia 
Fellowship? 

These organisations would appear 
among the socalled “hulking great 
charities" singled out for criticism, yet 


without their pioneering zeal foe lot of 
people marginalised by sorieiy would 


Many of these organisations, too. 
provide community care of foe highest 
standards; others, such as Crisis, go 
where governments fear to tread. 
They supplement government grants 
with thar own fundraising and volun¬ 
teering, thus ensuring that people’s 
lives are lived with dignity and heme, 
as well as saving the Exchequer mo¬ 
tions of pounds. 

Is it not only fair that or ganisat ions 
harnessing all this voluntary effort 
shou ld be supported by tax breaks 
from the Exchequer, not maligned by 
members of the “chattering classes’? 

Yours charitably. 

MARTIN EEDE 
(Executive Director. 

Association for Continence Advice; 
Chief Executive, The Terrence 
Higgins Trust, 1988-90). 

Winchester House. Kermington Park, 
Cranmer Road, The Oval, SW9 6 EJ. 
December 12. 

From the Director of Charity Check 

Sir, Peter Brown's statement fWatch 
out, crooks about", December 1 ) that 
“Surprisingly, foe law does not pre¬ 
vent any competent crook from regis¬ 
tering or acquiring registered chari¬ 
ties" brought an uncomfortable truth 
into the open. 

The Charities Aid Foundation has 
said; “The current system of regis¬ 
tration is foe lowest common deno¬ 
minator. It doesn't guarantee a level of 
worthiness or standards of behav¬ 
iour” (Readers Digest. November 
1995). 

If some simple precautions were 
more widely taken to check that only 
genuine charities were allowed to 
make cash collections, hundreds of 
millions of pounds annually could be 
saved from going astray. Dubious off- 
street collections can be quickly ban¬ 
ished if all those with discretion to 
allow collections make a point of first 
checking on the charity. Charity 
Check keeps a well used database. 

We hope the Govemment will take 
an imm ediate decision to put tilings 
right Official encouragement to take 
up genuine references could prevent 
most of the problem quickly, even 
before any legislation. 

Yours faithfully. 

PHILIP COWEN, 

Director. Charity Check. 

18 North End Road. NW117PH. 
December 12. 


Medical aid 

From the Director of 
Voluntary Service Overseas 

Sir, like many readers, I expect, I was 
moved by foe plight of the South Afri¬ 
can burns victim. Darah Moekana 
(article, “Who will save this child?*, 
December 16). At any time of year, 
heartfelt pleas for help should be 
heeded, but is tiie long-term solution 
simply a financial one? 

Dorah*S situation is shared by 
many children around the world. 
Training people to become doctors 
and nurses takes a long time and is 
expensive. Marty newly qualified doc¬ 
tors in developing countries seek work 
in private hospitals or in foe West 
The result is a drastic shortage d 
skills and experience where they are 
needed most — in family' dinks and 
rural hospitals. 

Thai is why VSO supplies skilled 
and qualified professionals — Sur¬ 


geons, doctors, nurses, midwives — to 
share their knowledge and experience 
with local people. This way local 
people learn die skills they need to 
care for all kind of illnesses. VSO 
receives hundreds of requests for 
health professionals a year and relies 
co suitably qualified people in the UK 
volunteering to help children like 
Dorah in South Africa and 58 other 
countries around the world. 

I hope this Christmas that people 
moved by Dorah’s story will respond 
by donating money — but also by 
thinking about volunteering their 
much-needed skills overseas. It is only 
by considering the longer-term, sus¬ 
tainable solution for countries like 
South Africa that Dorah’s plight won? 
be repeated time and time again. 

Yours sincerely. 

DAVID GREEN. 

Director, VSO, 

317 Putney Bridge Road, SW15 2 PN. 
December 16. 


Antidepressant drugs 

From Mr Charles Medawar 

Sir, Professor George Beaumont (let¬ 
ter. December 12) takes me to task for 
suggesting that there is a real risk 
of dependence with antidepressant 
drugs, comparable to (hat with benzo¬ 
diazepine tranquillisers such as diaze¬ 
pam (Valium) or lorazepam (Ativan). 
His views might Have carried more 
weight with me if his links with the 
pharmaceutical industry were not so 
dose — and had he not mounted an 
equally vigorous defence of the anti- 
arthritic drug, benoxaprofan (Opren). 
shortly before it was withdrawn in 
1982. ■ 

Professor Beaumont acknowledges 
withdrawal problems with anti¬ 
depressants, but fails to explain why 
there have been so many more than 


reported with benzodiazepines; and 
he is certainly wrong to suggest that 
they are “invariably shortlived”. For 
many users, that would prove true 
only if they were restarted on anti¬ 
depressants. This would abort with¬ 
drawal effects, but only at the risk of 
compounding dependence problems 
in the longer term. 

The Medicines Control Agency ini¬ 
tially responded to my paper with 
kneejerk denials but has now under¬ 
taken to review tiie evidence I set out 
in ihe International Journal of Risk & 
Safety in Medicine. Professor Beau¬ 
mont would be well advised to do tiie 
same. 

Yours faithfully, 

CHARLES MEDAWAR 
(Director). 

Social Audit Ltd, 

PO Box 111, London NW18XG. 


Cold snipe 

From Mr Peter Bimie 

Sir, As an exile from the north erf 
Scotland, I have always been amused 
by foe reaction of the inhabitants of 
southern England to snow. 

Yesterday we woe regaled with 
reports on the news of deep snowfalls 
causing foe dosure of many schools in 
southwest England and 1 gave my 
normal inward guffaw. 

Today you published a photograph 
of children playing in this “big 
snowfall” and my feelings were 
rewarded by the scene snowbaBers 
playing in about tin of the white stuff, 
while in foe background cars drive 
along what appears to be a totally 
dear road. 

The teachers bad a nice day off, I 

hope. • 

Y ours faithfully, 

PETERBIRNIE, 

8 Disraeli Crescent, ' 

High Wycombe HP135EJ. 

peter~bb7ue@pbmicroxkmon-CO.uk 
December 18. 


Christmas aisles 

From Mr Michael Snook 

Sir, While, as Mr K. Ptwteous Wood <rf 
foe National Secular Society opines 
(letter, December 15). the majority in 
this multicultural society are not prac¬ 
tising Christians, the vast majority are 

celebrating Christmas, foe festival 
commemorating foe birth of Christ. 

Asda, their investors and their 
employees should be congratulated 
fir allowing the reminders of the very 
central reason for this happy season to 
be broadcast to their customers. Per¬ 
haps they mil allow Mr Wood die 
same facility. I look forward to hear¬ 
ing his enlightening message when 1 
am shopping next Secularmas. 

Yours faithfully. 

MICHAEL SNOOK. 

190 Twentywdl Lane, 

Sheffield S17 4QF. 


Letters for publication may 
be faxed to 0171-782 5046. 
e-mail to; lettersQthe-times.co.uk 


Shylock as drawn 

by Shakespeare 

From Mr Martin D. Yaffle 

Sir. Heather Neill (“Shy)ode's pound¬ 
ed flesh". Arts. December 9) rightly 
notes that Shakespeare's alleged por¬ 
trayal of Shylock “as a representative 
Jew" dashes with our judgment of his 
humanity and sophistication as “be¬ 
yond any expectations we may have of 
his contemporaries". 

I doubt, however, whether Shake¬ 
speare thought of the character as 
simply a representative of his religion. 
Shortly after sealing his bond with 
Antonio, for instance. Shylock deli¬ 
berately decides to break with Jewish 
dietary law to attend an ensuing busi¬ 
ness dinner. Had he not done so, he 
would not have given his daughter 
opportunity to dope that evening; nor, 
subsequently, could he have inducted 
her despoiling him of his savings and 
marrying a Christian in the score he 
meant to settle with Antonio. 

Later, in court, foe two highest poli¬ 
tical authorities in the play, the Duke 
and Portia, attribute Shylock"s hard¬ 
heartedness to his failure to live up to 
Jewish law rather than to that law as 
such. The Duke exhorts him, unsuc¬ 
cessfully, to exercise mercy in accor¬ 
dance with his Jewish upbringing; 
and Portia reminds him, in effect, that 
the Lord’s Prayer is a Jewish as well as 
a Christian prayer. 

1 agree with Heather Neill that Shy- 
lode “was invented at a time when it 
would not have occurred to audiences 
to feel any discomfort at foe portrayal 
of a villain with certain stereotyped 
radal characteristics". The Merchant 
of Venice works to increase their dis¬ 
comfort; and its subtle way of pin¬ 
pointing foe arch-Christian Antonio 
as Shyfock’s agent provocateur is fur¬ 
ther testimony to Shakespeare's 
humanity and sophistication. 

Yours etc, 

MARTIN D.YAFFE 
(Author, Shylock and the 
Jewish Question, Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1997). 

University of North Texas, 

PO Box 310920. 

Denton. TX 762030920. 

aurora@gte.net 

Decembers 


South Bank scheme 

From Lord Hutchinson 
ofLullington, QC 

Sir. In his article. "Will the glass wave 
hit a concrete wall?" (Arts. Architec¬ 
ture. December 10). Marcus Binney 
asks whether £108 million should now 
be spent on Richard Rogers’S great 
glass roof over the South Bank. 

Binney describes it as "potentially 
the most beautiful London landmark 
of foe Millennium" He also reports 
research showing “that 95 per cent of 
people say dial the South Bank envir¬ 
onment is appalling and puts them off 
coming". 

What is appalling, I suggest, especi¬ 
ally for the elderly, is getting there. In 
winter the long, dirty, wet and often 
icy walk from Waterloo Station, or 
across Hungerford or Waterloo 
bridges, or from the inadequate car 
parks, are each a nightmare. 

What people need now is a simple, 
covered, dean, straight and level walk 
from Waterloo Station, which might.. 
surely, today have a moving airport- 
type floor. Then we could relax and 
enjoy the Richard Rogers experience. 

Yours faithfully. 

JEREMY HUTCHINSON. 

House of Lords. 

December 10. 


Commons complaints 

From Mrs Sandra Lewin 

Sir, When 1 was about 8 or 9 years old. 

I discovered that by effecting an insou- 
dance J was far from feeling, horrible 
little boys in the playground did not 
bother to put spiders dawn nty back, 
but concentrated their attentions on 
the yelling and crying girls as this pro¬ 
vided them with much more fun. 

I wonder if the new influx of lady 
Labour MPs CStop moaning, Tories 
tell Labour sisters", report, December 
13) should try this tactic in the hope 
that the honible litrie boys in the- 
House of Commons get bored and 
find some other means of satisfying 
their playground needs. 

Yours sincerely, 

S. LEWIN. 

3 Bourne End Road. 

Northwood, Middlesex HA 6 3BP. 
December 15. 


Web of misery 

From Mr David Leeson 

Sir, You report today on the problems 
being faced fcy the ladybird spicier, 
including the feet that foe male of the 
species, having failed to mate, dies. I 
know exactly how he feds, and 40 
years ago 1 was quite sure that I was 
going to die on several occasions, 
having failed to mate. 

But even worse, if he succeeds, foe 
female is then consumed by her un¬ 
grateful offspring. You say the future 
looked bleak for these poor creatures 
until the intervention of scientists and 
their spider "dating agency”. I would 
say tite present looks even bleaker. 

In dying out 1 suspect they know ex¬ 
actly what they are doing. Scientists 
should leave them in peace. 

Yours sincerely, 

DAVID LEESON. 

2/22 Wake Green Road, 

Moseley, Birmingham B13 9PA. 
December 16. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
December 18: The Baroness 
Gould of POtiemewton was 
received by The Queen upon 
relinquishing her appoint¬ 
ment as a Baroness in Waiting 
to Her Majesty and the Baron¬ 
ess Ramsay of Carrvale was 
received by The Queen upon 
her appointmem as a Baron¬ 
ess in Waiting to Her Majesty. 

Her Excellency Mrs Roza 
Otunbayeva was received in 
audience by The Queen and 
presented her Letters of Cre¬ 
dence as Ambassador from 
the Republic of Kyrgystan to 
the Court of St James's. 

Mr J.R. Young (Deputy 
Under-Secretary and Chief 
Clerk, Foreign and Common¬ 
wealth Office; was present. 

Sir Robin Butler was re¬ 
ceived by Her Majesty upon 
relinquishing his appointment 
as Secretary to the Cabinet 

Major General Angus Ram¬ 
say was received by The 
Queen upon his appointment 
as Commander British Forces 
Cyprus and Administrator of 
the Sovereign Base Area- 

Major Albert Smith was 
received by Her Majesty and 
took leave upon his retirement 
from service in the Royal 
Household as Superintendent 
of the Royal Mews. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
December 19: The Duke of 
York this evening attended the 
Year of the Seafarer Finale 
Concert in aid of King 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Queen will visit The Queen's 
Royal Lancers ai Betorir Castle. 
Grantham. Lincolnshire at 1135 to 
mark her 50th year as Cotonei-m- 
Chief of the Regiment. 

The Prince of Wales, Patron. 
Bristol Cancer Help centre, will 
visit the centre at Grove House. 
Cornwallis Grove. Clifton, at 


Birthdays today 

Sir Antony Buck. QC. former MP. 
69: Sir Ross Buckland, chief exec¬ 
utive, Unigale. 55; Mr Upamanyu 
Chanerjee. novelist, 38; Mr Timo¬ 
thy Eggar. former MP. 46; Briga¬ 
dier Cl. Harris, cartographer. 37; 
Sir Brian Hill, farmer president, 
Higgs and Hill. 65: Mr Steven 
Isserlis. cellist, 39: Mr Syd little, 
comedian, 55. 

Mr Tun Parks, novelist, 43c the 
Marquess of Queensberry, 68: Mr 
David Rowe-Beddoe. chairman, 
Welsh Development Agency. 60: 
Sir David Rowe-Ham, former 
Lord Mayor of London. 62; Profes¬ 
sor Christopher Smout, Historiog¬ 
rapher Royal in Scotland. 64c Lord 
Weir. 66. 


George's Fund for Sailors at 
the Queen Elizabeth Hall, 
London SE1. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
December 19: Major General 
Sir Simon Cooper today had 
the honour of being received 
by Queen Elizabeth The 
Queen Mother, Honorary 
Colonel. The Royal Yeomanry, 
upon relinquishing his ap¬ 
pointment as Colonel of the 
Regiment 

General Sir Jeremy Blacker 
also had the honour of being 
received by Her Majesty upon 
assuming his appointment as 
Colonel of Hie Royal 
Yeomanry. 

ST JAMES’S PALACE 
December J9: The Prince of 
Wales, Patron, this evening 
held a Reception for members 
of the Glamorgan County 
Cricket Club. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
December 19: The Princess 
MargareL Countess of Snow¬ 
don was present this evening 
at a performance of Cinderel¬ 
la by the Adventures in Mo¬ 
tion Pictures Company, in aid 
of die Dancers' Trust, at the 
Piccadilly Theatre, London 
Wl. 

The Queen has been pleased 
to make the following appoint¬ 
ment to Her Majesty’s 
Household: 

The Earl of Airlie KT to be a 
Permanent Lord in Waiting. 


Luncheons 

Mr Frank Law 

Mr Frank Law gave a luncheon at 
Boodle's yesterday. The guests 
were: 



National Sporting Club 
Mr Angus Fraser was the guest of 
honour at a luncheon of die 
National Sporting Club held yes¬ 
terday at the Cafe Royal. Mr 
David Wilis, dub director, pre¬ 
sided and Mr Keith O'Keefe was 
the guest speaker. 

Glass Sellers 

have been installed 
ofBcersW the Glass Sellers' Com¬ 
pany for the ensuing yean 
Master. Mr John Hitch; Prime 
Warden. Mr Christopher lizard. 
Renter Warden, the Right Rev 
John Waine. KCVO. 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS: William Edward Parry, 
Arctic explorer. Bath. 1790; Sir 
Ralph Richardson, aaor, Chelten¬ 
ham, 1902; Leonid Brezhnev. Presi¬ 
dent of the Soviet Union 1977-82. 
Dneprodzerzhinsk. Ukraine. 1906; 
Edith Hal singer, Paris. 1915c 
Eamonn Andrews, broadcaster. 
Dublin. 1922. 

DEATHS: Maneo Boiardo, poet, 
Reggio nell'Emilia, 1494; Vitus 
Bering, navigator. Bering Island. 
1741: David Hartley the younger, 
statesman and inventor, Bath, 


1813: Benjamin Smith Barton, 
naruralist. Philadelphia, 1815; 
Emily Bronte, poet and novelist, 
Haworth. Yorkshire. 1848; Joseph 
Mallord William Turner, painter, 
London, 1851; Sir Paul Vmo- 
gradoff, historian, Paris. 
1925; Louis Uniermever. writer. 
1977. 

Henry II became King of England, 
1154. 

Britain and China signed an 
agreement for the return in 1997 of 
Hong Kong to China. 1984. 



David King, 6, centre, and his brother Thomas, 4, from Crystal Palace, playing with the figures in a Christmas crib created by the North 
London sculptor Alec Worster for Southwark Cathedral, Sooth London. In 1995 he cxraipleted'a series of figures of homeless people which 
was shown in the cathedral last December, these led to him being commisrioned to create the crib 


University news 


Church I Legal Practice Course 


University of Ulster 
Research Grants 
Professor M Carey. E131.458 from 
die Engineering and Physical Sci¬ 
ences Research Council (A more 
flexible framework for modelling 
time-varying traffic cm road 
networks). 

Dr J McCloskey. E2S.499 from the 
Natural Environment Research 
Council (High resolution search 
for repealing earthquakes on the 
EQd Fault. Gulf of Corinth) 

Dr B H RT Rippey and Professor 
C Gibson from The Queen* 
University of Belfast. E24272 from 
NERC (Asses the importance of 
rapid sedimentation for the re¬ 
moval of trace metal con tarn inanE 
in lakes) 

Research Contracts 
Professor B Norton, Mr D J 
Lavery. DrSNGLo, Mr PPG 
Donnelly. £300,720 from CEC - 
THERMIE (Learning Resource 
Centre, Jordanstown). 

Dr J A McLaughlin. Dr P D 
Maguire. Professor J McC Ander¬ 
son. £266384 from IKTU - START 
programme (Plasma enhanced 
chemical vapour deposition! 

Dr G McMullan and Dr W F 
Smyth, £127.060 from CEC - 
ERDF INTERREG (Development 
of analytical hieiftodtf formonitor- 
ing of trace concentrations of 
organic pollutants in the 
environment) 

Mr DA Wilson and Dr D Morrow 
£97.500 from ERDF, E32J00 from 
CCRU (Experiences of equity, di¬ 
versity and interdependence: 
translating community relations 
theory into practice) 

Professor K O'Neill. £82.010 from 
DTI & Fresh Food Kitchen (Teach¬ 
ing Company Programme be¬ 
tween die University of Ulster and 
Fresh Food Kitchen) 

Mrs T M Scott. Mr A Hutton. Mr 
A McCaughey. £82,010 from DTI 
& Singularity Ltd (Teaching Com¬ 
pany Programme between the 
University of Ulster and Singular¬ 
ity Ltd) 

Dr CE Carter and Dr D Griffiths, 
£70.595 from CEC - ERDF 
INTERREG (Environmental im¬ 
pact of the relocation of outfalls) 

Dr A P McHale, Professor R 


Marchant. Dr U P Singh, Dr G 
McMullan. £68.970 from Indus¬ 
trial Research and Technology 
Unit - START programme 
(Bioreinediatian of contaminated 
effluent) 

Dr A Cboper and Mr G Nevin, 
£59.430 from Du Pbnt (UK) Ltd 
(Investigation into lime spoil 
rehabilitation and lagoon habitat 
remediation at Maydown) 
Professor C G Knox. Dr M R 
Murray, Dr J E Hughes, £9.257 
from the Northern Ireland 
Partnership Board (Qualitative 
evaluation of district partnerships) 
Professor I Rowland. £45.282 from 
CEC - FAIR (New methodologies 
for studying diet and gut matura¬ 
tion in early life) 

Professor D Carson and Mr A 
CDrisooll (Dublin Institute of 
Technology), £34.522 from CEC - 
TMR (Understanding changing 
approaches to organising -and 
managing marketing activities in 
the larger SME) 

Professor B Norton, £29,970 from 
Northern Ireland Housing Exec¬ 
utive (Optimal deployment of inno¬ 
vative energy efficient building 
envelope technologies to existing 
and new dwelling stocks in North¬ 
ern Ireland) 

Dr D Bloomfield and Professor J A 
Dunn. £28.471 from United States' 
Institute for Peace (Official media¬ 
tion in Northern Ireland; case 
studies and strategies for 
intervention} 

Charities 

Professor P R Flatt, £32,400 from 
the British Diabetic Association 
(Engineering immortal human in¬ 
sulin-secreting ceils for studies of 
pancreatic B-cell function and 
potential gene therapy in IDDM) 
Chairs 

Professor Colin Boreham. sport 
and exercise science; Professor 
Richard Harrison strategy and 
organisational development; 
Professor Adrian Palmer, tourism. 
Appointments 

Ms Patricia Maxwell (lecturer in 
law) has been appointed to the 
Board of Labour Relations Agency 
(Northern . Ireland); Professor 
Adrian Palmer has been elected to 
a fellowship of die Chartered 
institute of Marketing. 


news 

Appointments 

The Rev Brian Duckworth^ Priest- 
in-Chargc, Sutton in Ashfidd Sc 
Michael and All Angels 
(Southwell): to be Team Vicar, 
HucknaD Toricand (same diocese). 
The Rev Gordon Etyfes, Curate. 
Wimbledon Emmanuel Rldgway 
Proprietary Chapel (Southwark): 
Rector. Cnnken St James, Dublin 
(Church of Ireland). 

The Rev Mark Kinder. Assistant 
Curate, Pheasey (Lichfield): to be 
Team Vicar. Tettenhafl Regis, with 
special responsibility for 
Fendeford (same diocese). 

The Rev Martin Leaton, per¬ 
mission to officiate. 
M or eBonh ampstead United Bene¬ 
fice (Exeter): Priest-in-Charge, 
Ramp ton w Laneham, TreswelL 
Cottam and Stnkeham (Southwell). 
The Rev Richard Press. FYiest-in- 
Charge. Rowde and Poulshot 
(Salisbury): to be also Chaplain. 
Devizes Community Hospital 
(same diocese). 

The Rev David Springi ho t p e . 
Vicar. Bamehurst St Martin 
(Rochester): to be also Rural Dean 
of Erith (same diocese). 

The Rev Martin Thorpe. Curate. 
Ravenbead St John the Evangelist 
(Liverpool): to be Team Vicar. 
Sutton St Michael and All Angels 
(same diocese). 

The Rev Dr Richard Turnbull, 
Assistant Curate, Rsrtswood 
Christ Church (Winchester): to be 
Vkpr, Chineham (same diocese). 
The Rev Benjamin Wallis, Assis¬ 
tant Curate. Battersea Christ 
Church and St Stephen (South¬ 
wark): to be Assistant Cunue, 
Wood Green Team. Ministry 
(London). ■ 

Retirements and 
resignations 

The Rev Raymond Martin. Priest- 
m-Charee. Oldbury-on-Severn, 


and Falfidd w Rockhampton 
(Gloucester) to retire February 
15. 

The Rev David Sharpe. Vicar, Mill 
Hfll St Michael and All Angels 
(London) to resign February 
28. 


The following. London Guild¬ 
hall University students have 
successfully completed the Le¬ 
gal Practice GaU^se: 

Full-time 

Simmands, Christopher. Albert, 
.distinction: Weir. M Diana, 
distinction; Al Naimi. Anne Cerilia 
Maty, commendation: Canning. 
James John, commendation; 
Cliue, Elizabeth Maty, com¬ 
mendation; Dillon. James Jerome; 
commendation; Dodd, Fiona Mar¬ 
garet, commendation; Fraser, fan 
George, commendation; Gatcum, 
Darren Spencer, commendation:. 
Grant,. Cyrus Henry, com¬ 
mendation; Griffiths, Fabrice 
Mark Philip; commendation: Holl¬ 
ingsworth, Dominic, commen¬ 
dation; hxo. Julian Stefan, com-' 
mendarion; Leigh. Nicola Mary, 
commendation: Lisle, Jonathan 
William, commendation; Morgan, 
Helen, commendation: Moriarty. 
Michelle Christine, commenda¬ 
tion; Pitts. Sonia Louise, com¬ 
mendation; Russell. Tamara, com¬ 
mendation; Sbafizadeh, Cyrus, 
commendation: Walts. James ' 
Bradley, commendation. • 
Adqjutetegan, - Nathaniel Olit- 
pass; Beckley. Renike Donna Len- 
shina Nam pass; Bdlinfantie. 
Owen Laurel, pass; Bryan, Rosalie 
Alexandria, pass; Collier, Inez 
Lorraine, pass; Cukhaw. Sarah, 
pass; Dberaj, Harjeet Singh, pass 
Dougan. Theodore Emmanuel, 
pass; Douglas, Ddrdre Afethea, 
pass: Emmanuel Shobana Na¬ 
omi. pass: Gallen, John ffeter. 
pass: Gamez. Rita, pass; Hughes. 
Ptnelope pare, pass: Hussain. 
AszttaL pass: Igbinovia, Zriuwa. 
pass; Jules, .Natasha Amanda, 
pass: Ko. Wing Yin Alison, pass; 
Kozary Soon, Jacqueline Elizabeth, 
pass; McKpy. Vivienne Sytyja. 
pass; Odutola, Adebanjo Bcdaji. 
pass Okafor. Jenny Gladys 
Chikaodib, pass; Parks, Stephen. 
Brian, pass; Patel. Samir 
Cbandrakant, pass; Peer- 
mofaaroed, Faiyszali HaideraiL 
pass; Sebire, Adrian David Wi¬ 
liam. pass; Smith. Jean Anne 
Rushton. pass: Vickery, Julian 
Robert, pass; Vhtadini. Anthony 
Ian Fraser, pass; Walker. Richard 


Kenneth, pass; Waraich, Kiren 
Bir. pass; Zeki.Hakan. pass. 

Part-time 

. Chester, Martin John; distinction; 
Dye. Kinflie. distinction; Freeman. 
Ian, distinctions Howefl, John 
Kenneth, distinction; McBride; 
Odette Marie-Chantfo, distinction^ 
Walker. GaryEd ward, distinction; 
Baynham. Debra Janet, commen¬ 
dation: Birdier. Alexandra Petro- 

ndla Rosafie. commendation.’ 
Brogan, Kathryn Jane, commen-. 
datforu Brooke. Sophie Belinda 
Clare, commendation; Chew. John 
Stanley, commendation; D'Arcy. 
Paul William. commendation; Da¬ 
vies, David Rhys, commendtekm; 
Davies, Jacqueline MargareL 
commendation; Fielding. Clare 
Rachel, c o m m endation; Ford. 
Conchita. commendation; 
Handley; Peter George, commen¬ 
dation; Hood. Adrian, commenda¬ 
tion; Johnson, Marianna 
Kathleen, commendation; law, 
Madeleine Ulla. commendation; 
McGeanby. Robert Archibald Al- 
bin, commendation; Nissanka. 
Vajira Kumaii com m e n dation; 

. Rind. Daniel Moshe Yoset com¬ 
mendation; Sal vin, Fiona Suzanne. 

' commendation; Scott, Jayne 

■ Tracey, commendation; Siijjkins. 
Keith WHliam, irahmepdfotat: ( 
Smith. Tania. Louise Hded; cbn^ 
mendation; Thomas, Luke, com¬ 
mendation; Timms.- Christopher 
Paul, commendation; Weddell 
Sally Deanne. commendation. 

- Benjamin. Jacqueline Ann. pass; 
Bilboul,' Alexandra Sara, pass; 
Dulai, Kulwant Singh, pass;. 
Easter, Christine Mary, pass; 
EkyrWells, Lesley PS trice, pass; 
Gaches. Vincent Paul pass: 
Getachew. Melsku. pass;- 
■Hussain, Mohammed Belayeth, 
pass; Ijaola. Olugbeminiyi. pass 
Kadri. Farook. pass Keane. John, 
loss: fiddle. Dryden Jonathan, 
pass: McKenna. Carol Antonia, 
pass; Pfeabody. Mark CHen, pass; 
.Pugh. Donald George, pass; Rat 
Zoraber Singh, pass; Rnyoka. 
David. passtSabri, Suhan Ahmad 
Khan, pass; Sheth. Ketankumar 
HematiaL pass; Slater, Dagmar 
Anna-Maria, pass; Talbot, Mat¬ 
thew Richard, pass,” 


Forthcoming t 

marriages ^ 

MrCJJtf. JEwas .' 
aad Miss IX. MacEva* 

The enga^cwsrir is aimounad 
between Christopher, ddw sen of 
Mr Timothy Evans, CBE, arel Mw 
■ Evans, of Calcot Park, Reading, 
and Lucinda, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Pfcter MacEwan. of ChaHoof 
St Giles. Buddnghamshire. 

Mr FAIL GoId&|: 
and Miss AJ. S«Me 
The engagemem • is announced 
between PauL younger S0R <rf Mr 
and Mrs R. Goklmg. trf 
Tharaesmead, London, and Amu, 
younger dau^iter of Mr Pbter 
Same and die late Mrs Lesley . 
Soobk, fonaeriy of Halstead. ' 
Sevenoaks. KenL jb-. 

Mr LW.Grabamand 
tbc H«xb Selim Weld Forester ■ 

The engagement is anoounbed 

between lm, son of Mr and Mrs 
Michael Graham, of Raffingora, . 
Zimbabwe, aad Se&ca, eldest 
daughter of Lord and Lady 
Forester, of Willey Park. 
Shropshire: 

MrW.PAL Houghton ". 
asdMBeAJ. Mzronze 

The. engaesient is anmiuncal 

between Mark, am of lieutenant 
CoJondandMrs Pj. HooghsotLof 
Warminster, Wiltshire, and 
Agnds, dat^hterof Dr R. Mirraae. 
of Pfenrfttte sur -SauWre. fold 
Mjk t/L Adam de Beaumais. of 
Paris, 

Mr RJ>. Lewis 
foul MissSJLPeering- 
.The engagement is arauxmeed 
between RKhanL son of Mr and 
. Mrs Henry Lewis, of St HeSer. 

Jersey, and Snsamah. daughter of 
Mr and Mrs-Makolm Pemng. of 
Ascot. Berkshire. 

Mr D.G. htoble i 

and MissCLE. Skanan iM- 

(The engag e ment is announced 7‘ 
between David, elder son of the 
late Mr David Noble and of Mrs 
Jean Noble, of. Cheltenham. 
Gloucestershire, and Caroline, 
yoonger 'dau^uer of Mis Norma. 
‘S te e man . of Somerset 
Mr &A. Southgate 
and Miss HAH. Money 
The engagement is announced 
between Simon Andrew, elder son 
Of Sir Odin and Lady Southgate, of 
Rusoopibe. Berkshire, and Hamer 
Alexandra Hafiam. daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Christopher Murray, 
of Utile Barugh. Mahon. North 
Yorkshire. 

DrTJ* Tsut 
and Miss FJ. Tsang 

The . engagement is announced A 
between Toh Lick, dder soncrfMr 4 

and Mrs Tan Kok Yong. of 
Singapore.' and Fiona Jane Sea t 
Wan, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Peter Trang. of London. 

Mr AT-'Tomefl 
and Miss EJiL Strautk 
The iengagentem is announced 
between Alan.' elder son of Mr 
Andrew TttmeU. of-EastHendred. 
Oxfordshire, and Mrs fiathyrirte 
TurneiLofManBon, Wiltshire, and 
Emma, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Timothy- Smock, of Addison 
CrescenL London. 

Mr J. Whitehurst 
and Mbs.N. BeRJones. 

The engagement is announced 
between Jtfon.«on-of Mr-and Mrs 
Trevor WhHehursti of Ctteadk 
Hulme, Cheshire and Nfcofc, 
daughter of Mr DerekLBeU-Jones. 
of Aldersey Green. Cheshire, and 
of Mrs Gillian Befl-Janes, of 
Fyfidd, Essex. 


Latestwills 

MaryShariand Mottbob, of Has¬ 
tings. 1 East Sussex.. left estate 
valued at E2J69.783 net 
Tim DTtyfyWaddBs, of Sutton 
Cddfidd, West Midlands, left 
estate valued at £516,678 net 
Hilda Corbett of Teobury Weils. 
Worcestershire, left estate valued 
al £S5txS43 net 

Charles Edward Goddard, of 
Retford. Nottinghamshire left es¬ 
tatevalued at £534.160 net 
Margaret Josephine Smeesfers, of 
Hove, East Sussex, left estate 
valued at E783XK®net. 

She left E5.000 to the RSPCA. 
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R. V. Jones. CH, CB. CBE, 
FRS, W3rtnM inttOiinict 
sdeotis* and Professor of 
Natural Philosophy. 
University of Aberdeen, 1946- 
81, died in Aberdeen on 

December 17 aged 86. He was 
born on September 27,19U. 

W hen;, in June 194a an 
obscure Air Ministry 
scientific officer,-R. V. 
Jones, was told to 
report to the Cabinet Room where 
Churchill was convening a meet¬ 
ing, he at first thought dm his 
sumrftons was a joke. Although he 
had been working for some months 
an Germany* innovative aerial 
weaponry Jones had no idea that be 
and his research had become a. 
matter of such pressing concern at 
so high a level. But the new Prime 
Minister 1 —a man of very different 
kidney from his predecessor—was 
alive to the vital importance of 
winning the scientific war at all 
costs. -Abandoning all consider¬ 
ations of rank m that august 
company, be invited this extraordi¬ 
narily young-looking man to teH 
the War Cabins everything he 
knew about the German capability 
to bomb Britain. 

Jones explained to the meeting 
that Germany had perfected tech- 
, * niques by which its bombers could 
fly along radio beams to bomb 
• targets with, hitherto unimagined 
precision. Britain would be vulner¬ 
able to pinpoint attack in any 
weather and at night Ibis was at a 
time when RAF attacks cond ucted 
in such conditions were missing 
their targets by a margin of several 
miles. 

“When Dr Janes had finished.’* 
recorded ChurdnH, “there was a 
general air of incredulity". As a 
result Jones was given' all the 
resources he needed to develop 
ways of combating this menace, 
and tile bomber was bested. Chur¬ 
chill revelled in whai he called “The 
Wizard War" and always acknowl- 
| edged Jones with gratitude as “the 
F man who broke the bloody beams'". 

It was the first of those strokes of 
genius by which Jones made his 
vital omtnTnxtira to the victory ow 
ihe Luftwaffe. These were many 
and varied; perhaps the most 
spectacular (and yet wonderfully ' 
simple) was “window*’, st rips erf 
metallic foil dropped from bomb¬ 
ers, which could be trade to confuse 
enemy ground' radar and, on 


occasions a^ TJ-Day — to 
synthesise whole fgho^fieetsitif . 
Allied ships. JonesVecfriahs in¬ 
spired the Yorkshire Television 
documentary- s 'The Secret 
War of Dr Jones' (based on the 
^collections whidtfed to his bock. : 
Most Smt War. 197$. - ' - 

Reginald Victor Jones was bom 
. in Londcm and educated at AHeyn* 
School, Dulwich. He wait to Got-• 
'fprd as an exhibitioner atWadham’. 
a nd graduated - with - first, class 
honours m physics. Next he carried 
out research on fnira-red radiation ‘ 
under the supervision ofProfessor 
F. A. Iindenrann (later liwd .Qiers . 
wdl arid ChurchiH’s chief scientific 
adviser}; for this he was awarded 
his DFhil in 1934. Ttensrfferhe 
held a senior studentship in astron- - 
omy at Balliol and continued ~ 

wjrkffiffieC!Iarend^Laboratmy!-' 

6i 1935' Lmdemanii found rat 
that Jones was trying - to detect 
aircraft fay the infra-red radiation 
from their engines. Undemann and 
Churchill were at that time trying 
to persuade those in power thatjir 
defence was possible (although the 
Erime Minister, Baldwin, was con- 
vinced that. "the bomber would 
always get through*}. In 1^36 Jones 
began work as a scientific officer 
for the Air Mfriittry.; However, ' 
forces within the Air Mfariftty who; 
were emotionally .committed to 
radar thought (wrongly) that infra¬ 
red detection might be a successful 
rival tbiheir own ideas. As a result, 
Jones was lent for a ; time to an 
Admiralty research establishment 

But by early 1939. when it 
became dear that British Inteffi-. 
grace knew for toolittie about the 
scientific side of the German war 
machine, it was decided to employ 
a scientist to see what aould be done 
to improve matters. Offered the job, 
Ames at ones saw its immense 
potentiaL 

After the successful “bending of 
the beams" came year after year trf 
astonishing success. Another mas¬ 
terly piece ctf analysis was Jones’S 
discoveryof the tactical and techni¬ 
cal details of the Goman radar- •. 
controlled night-fighter defemes 
and erf the enemy* airborne radar.' 
Much later in the-war, Jams was 
responsible for analysing the flood 
of intelligence reports about the V] 
and the V2. He established that 
there were in fed two guite differ¬ 
ent weapons (a fact which was not 
at first obvious) and he determined 
die characteristics of each (size of 


R. V. JONES 



f. Jones standing in front of a war time German Wfirzburg air defence radar Car the 
Yorkshire Television prog ramme, The Secret War of Dr Jones, 1977 


warhead and probable accuracy). 

Apart from these spectacular 
achievements, there were many 
others less well-known- As one of 
his section race remarked, “It* our 
job to prevent people fighting 
ghosts"; in other words, it was 
important to determine that the 
enemy were not abour to take some 
particular stop, and thus to prevent 
wasted allied defensive effort It 
was always difficult to prove a 


negative, but it was quite frequently 
done. Jones* brilliant success at 
Intelligence analysis depended on a 
combination erf qualities. He saw 
that it was vital to his usefulness to 
build up his credibility, and so was 
very cautious in checking his 
conclusions as fully as possible 
before reporting them. His reports 
were models of clarity and frank¬ 
ness. (He was early amused to 
discover that one way to be quite 


sure that a report would be read by 
everyone was to be ordered to 
withdraw it after distribution 
because same VIP disliked what it 
said.) 

He also established particularly 
happy relations wife those such as 
photo-reconnaissance pilots and 
agents who had to undertake 
hazardous missions at the request 
of Intelligence, as he did with 
members of the fighting services at 


all levels. He and his colleagues 
told the suppliers of intelligence 
what to look for. This stimulated 
enthusiasm in those obtaining, as 
well as those engaged in. decoding 
or relatively monotonous tasks 
such as the interpretation of air 
photographs or prisoner interrog¬ 
ation. 

Throughout most of the war 
years Jones held the post of 
Assistant Director of Intelligence 
(Science) at Air Ministry. He was 
appointed CBE in 1942. Astonish¬ 
ingly, Mien Lindemann recom¬ 
mended Jones for the CBE for his 
discovery of the beam-controlled 
bombing, he was told by the 
Establishment that Jones* rank 
and salary were insufficiently high 
for an award at that level: it did not 
take the “Prof" long to point out the 
proper remedy. At the end of the 
war Jones was appointed CB and 
awarded the US Medal for Merit 
and the US Medal for Freedom 
with Silver Palm. 

In 1946 he was appointed Direc¬ 
tor of Scientific Intelligence at the 
Air Ministry. But at that moment 
the chair of Natural Philosophy at 
the University of Aberdeen became 
vacant and he was persuaded by a 
wartime colleague to apply for it 
He was elected and was an imme¬ 
diate success with his students, 
many of whom were, at that time, 
ex-service personnel. He adopted 
with enthusiasm the Scottish tradi¬ 
tion by which a professor frequent¬ 
ly lectures to his first-year dass. He 
was a superb lecturer, dear inter¬ 
esting and amusing, with the 
necessary (though not intrusive) 
touch of showmanship. 

He was instrumental in persuad¬ 
ing the university to build a very 
fine new building for his depart¬ 
ment, and he served in due course 
as Dean of Science. He took an 
individual tine in university policy, 
vigorously opposing the rapid ex¬ 
pansion in student numbers since 
he felt that this would reduce 
academic standards. He also held 
the view that some of the new 
subjects lacked intellectual rigour. 
Although, or perhaps because, he 
made no secret of his lack of 
sympathy with many fashionable 
points of view, he retained the 
affection and respect of most 
(though not all) of his colleagues 
and students by his charm, his 
honesty and his warm sympathies. 

At Aberdeen in the postwar years 
Jones had to rebuild a research 


school more more less from 
scratch. His main research interest 
was in canying measurement toils 
fundamental limits, set by Brown¬ 
ian motion and noise. To do this he 
developed many delicate instru¬ 
ments, such as an optical lever to 
measure very small angles. He 
used these in a number of applica¬ 
tions to torque measurement, radi¬ 
ation detection, non-deflection of 
light in a magnetic field and 
radiation pressure. With his col¬ 
league J. C.S. Richards, he im¬ 
proved capacitance micrometry to 
measure minute displacements. 

They used this to make seismom¬ 
eters. a particularly accurate tihme- 
ter, and other instruments. Jones 
also initiated the growth of large 
crystals for optical, and subse¬ 
quently, for laser purposes. He was 
a devoted experimental physicist, 
never happier than when working 
himself on apparatus or in the 
workshop that he had developed. 

All this work and his prewar 
work on infra-red radiation had 
been recognised by his election as a 
Fellow of the Royal Society in 1965. 
In 1994 he was appointed a Com¬ 
panion of Honour for his overall 
contribution to science over so 
many years. He served on many 
national sdentffic and technical 
committees and was twice recalled 
to head important strategic and 
intelligence investigations for the 
Ministry of Defence. 

He had a profound interest in the 
history and philosophy of sdence, 
which led to his becoming chair¬ 
man of the British Committee for 
the History of Sdence. For many 
years he edited the Notes and 
Records of the Royal Society. He 
was in great demand to lecture to 
learned societies on the history of 
science, and also to the Staff 
College on strategy and intelli¬ 
gence. He was an honorary mem¬ 
ber of the US Air Force. 

When young, he had, been devot¬ 
ed to practical joking, and he wrote 
a celebrated article on the theory of 
the subject. He was convivial and 
good company; his after-dinner 
performances on fee mouth organ 
(of which he owned several of very 
different sizes) were skilful and 
hilarious. 

His wife, Vera, whom be married 
in 1940, died in 1992. He is survived 
fay a daughter and a son. Another 
daughter. Susan, who had been a 
former Miss Scotland, predeceased 
him. 


PHILIP YEOMAN 


HAIG C. GALUSTIAN 


Philip Yeoman, . 
orthopaedic am yo a. - 
died in Bath on' 
November 29 aged 
74. He was born on 
April 29. »23. 

BY THE time he arrived at the 
, Bath and Wessex Orthopaedic 
m Hospital in 1964. Philip Yeo- 
^ man was already distin¬ 
guished — firtf for his part in 
treating Sir Winston GiuxtfuD 
for a spinal fracture in I960 
and a hip fracture in 1962and. 
secondly, as rate of few experts 
on injuries of- the. brach ia l 
plexus, the nerve complex 
between the shoulder and 
neck. He was to achieve inter¬ 
national recogmtiraperdyfor 
pioneering novel surgay for 
these injuries, commonly suf¬ 
fered by motorcyclists, 1 but 
also for operative correction of 
rigid, spinal . deformities 


caused fay ankylosing spondy¬ 
litis. an arthritic scourge of' 
young mem ' 

Sikh surgety reguftrd mas¬ 
ter of anatoraicalael&fl allied 
to sang-froid which, happily. 
Yeoman possessed in large 
measure, A rapid but accurate 
surgeon, he achieved notable 
results in restoring the physi¬ 
cal independence of sudi dis¬ 
abled patients. However, his 
expertise covered a broader 
..orthopaedic field, prompting 
wide demand for his opinion, 
by colleagues and patients 
alike- He was a surgeons' 
surgeon. 

Rom Sedbergh. School 
Philip Metcalfe Yeoman 
moved in 1941 to Emmanuel 
College. Cambridge, to study 
medicine. Daring dinkal 
training at University College 
Hospital Loudon, he joined a 
medical relief team sent to the 



newly liberated concentration 
camp at Bdsen in 1945; this 
scarring encounter with death 
and disease left its mark. 

After qualifying in 1947 and 
taking up junior house ap¬ 


pointments and an anatonty 
demonstratorship, he did his 
National Service as a medical 
officer with the RAF. Develop¬ 
ing an interest in orthopaedic 
surgery, he became FRCS in 
1957. 

At tiie Royal National Or¬ 
thopaedic Hospital he was 
senior, registrar to Professor 
Herbert Seddon, the doyen of 
dealers with peripheral nerve 
injuries and locomotor paraly¬ 
sis. Encouraged to study bra¬ 
chial plexus injuries, often the 
source of useless insensitive 
aims and obligatory amputa¬ 
tion, he refinal investigative 
techniques, to determine a 
more accurate prognosis 
which identified patients who 
might benefit from surgery. 
Hus research gained him an 
MD in 1963, tiie Robert Jones 
gold medal and an American 
travailing fellowship of the 
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British Orthopaedic Associ¬ 
ation in 1964. 

Yeoman* appointment as 
consultant orthopaedic sur¬ 
geon to the Bath and Wessex 
Orthopaedic Hospital in 1964 
came at a time when its ser¬ 
vices had been hit hard by tiie 
premature deaths of two con¬ 
sultants. Largely by his exper¬ 
tise and energy, the 
orthopaedic unit was rejuve¬ 
nated and became a Mecca for 
talented surgical trainees. 

With the co-operation of 
physicians at the Royal Nat¬ 
ional Hospital for Rheumatic 
D i s ea s e s, in Bath. Yeoman 
promoted special dirties to 
rationalise the surgical man¬ 
agement of severe rheumatoid 
arthritis- Tbe bonus for 
patient care was substantial 
and stimulated numerous con¬ 
ferences, papers, took chap¬ 
ters and ultimately a textbook. 
Orthopaedic Practice, co¬ 
edited by Yeoman. At the 
Royal Society of Medicine, he 
served as president of the 
orthopaedic section in 1983. 

Accepting a growing burden 
of administration, he was 
elected to tiie Council of the 
British Orthopaedic Associ¬ 
ation, becoming vice-president 
for 1984-85. An examiner and 
Hunterian Professor at the 
Royal College of Surgeons of 
England, he was the fust Bath 
surgeon elected to its council, 
continuing to serve after retir¬ 
ing from the NHS in 1988. 
When opportunity presented, 
he enjoyed gardening, paint¬ 
ing and golf. The recurrence of 
prostatic carcinoma this year 
gradually reduced his activi¬ 
ties. but not his spirit or 
mental acuity. 

In 1947 he married a state 
registered nurse. Idonea 
Scarrott His wife, two sons 
and daughter survive him. . 


Haig C. Gal nstian, 
businessman,. died on 
December 9 aged 89. He 
was born on December 
2L1907. 

SPORTSMAN, political exile, 
business leader and even res¬ 
taurateur, Haig Galustian 
was. above all one of those 
invaluable men whose life 
formed an active link between 
Britain and countries over¬ 
seas; in his case. Armenia and 
Iran. 

Bom as an Armenian (and 
thus Christian) Iranian. Haig 
Caro Galustian was a descen¬ 
dant of that colony of industri¬ 
ous Armenians brought in 
during the I7th century by the 
Safevid Shah Abbas from tiie 
Caucasus to Julia ra tiie 
outskirts of his capital, Isfa¬ 
han. Tall and athletic, he 
played for tiie Iranian nat¬ 
ional football team in the 
]930s against Russian visiting 
national sides. 

Galustian* first contacts 
with the British came during 
the Second World War. Iran 
was at that time occupied by 
the Allies and served as a land 
bridge for tiie supply of mili¬ 
tary equipment to tiie Rus¬ 
sians. Galustian acted as a 
liaison officer with tiie United 
Kingdom Commercial Corpo¬ 
ration (UKCQ. It was his 
function to ensure an even 
distribution of commodities, 
such as wheat and kerosene, 
throughout tiie British zone of 
occupation in southern and 
eastern Iran. 

Friendships made at tiie 

time with British officers of the 

UKCC proved helpful to 
Galustian. They enabled him 
to travel to Britain soon after 
the war and to begin his 
business career fay buying up 
surplus British army supplies. 



Such items as boots and 
blankets then commanded a 
high premium in Iran, which 
was still for from becoming 
even a semi-industrialised 
economy. 

In 1946 Galustian became 
an agent for several British 
engineering companies. 
Among these were Sir Alexan¬ 
der Gibbs & Partners, for 
whom he helped to secure a 
most im portant contract for 
tto supply of fresh piped water 
for the city of Tehnm. 

Other companies for whom 
he acted were Vickers Arm¬ 
strong. Scottish Aviation. 
Stanton and Staveley (who 
made large diameter pipes for 
the oil industry). Avery 
HardoU (petrol pumps), Mar¬ 
coni and Rolls-Royce. 

Politics now intervened, 
however. In 1951 Mossadeq 
surged to power on a wave of 
nationalism. In a bid to rid 
Iran of British influences, he 
expelled Galustian who. he 
alleged, had “drunk too deeply 
of Thames water”. 

Thus Galustian and his 
family came to settle down in 
Wimbledon. He proceeded to 


open an office in Kensingston, 
near the Church of St Sarkis, 
which had been endowed by 
Galouste Gufbenkian in 1923. 

Throughout the 1960s and 
1970s, and now a British 
citizen, Galustian was a lead¬ 
ing figure in the export of 
British engineering goods to 
Iran, as well representing Iran 
Air in London. He also started 
a dub to popularise Iranian 
food. That celebrated gastro¬ 
nome, Andre L. Simon, 
records enjoying one of his 
“Memorable Mads". 

Tie advent of the Iranian 
Islamic revolution in 1979 
meant that neither Haig 
Galustian nor his son and 
partner, Richard, chose to 
continue making business 
journeys to Iran. But, happily, 
tiie end of the Soviet empire 
allowed them to visit Armenia, 
while Galustian remained a 
most generous supporter of 
tiie Armenian community and 
hs charities. 

His devoted wife died 
young, leaving him to bring 
up their three small children. 
He is survived by two sons 
and a daughter. 


FIRST GERMAN GAS 
ATTACK 

SENTENCE ON AN EX-SOLDIER 
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

BERLIN. DECK 
Sentence of 10 years' penal servitude was 
yesterday passed on tto 41-year-old ex-sokHw 
August Jager.who has been standing his trial 
brfbte the Suprane Court of the Reich at 
Leipzig an a charge of treason, in having 
betrayed to tto French as a deserter die 
imminence of die first Goman poison-gas 
attack, the brunt of which fell on French and 
Canadian troops. 

JSger, an whan suspicion had previously 

fallen through statements contained in a 
captured French diary, was once tried and 
acquitted for lack of evidence in 192a The 
renewal of the charge nearly IS years aher the 
event (in another two years h would have 
lapsed under the Statute of Limitations) arose 
from tto publication in 1930 of an artide by 
the Rrendt general commanding on toe sedDr 
invotved, in which “a German deserter, 
August Jiger," was named as having told tto 
French what impended. Incidentally, the 
whole burden of General Ferry* artide was 
that toe French command had not taken 


ON THIS DAY 

December 19,1932 


Marty yean after the end of the First World 
War. a former German soldier was sentenced 
to tO year? penal servitude for treason in 
having betrayed to the French the forthcom¬ 
ing German poison gas attack in 1915. 

adequate counter-measures against tto gas, 
which was in die event released on April 22 
instead of April 15 (the night of Jiger* 
capture): but tto representative of tiie Ger¬ 
man Ministry of Defence maintained that tto 
panic and shock effect of the first gas attack 

had been weakened by its betrayal. 

The Public Prosecutor had demanded 14 
years' penal servitude for JSger (who has 
already saved a year in prison), stating that 
to refrained from demanding the death 
penalty because material injury had de¬ 
monstrably not been suffered by the German 
arms. The Couit. in passing sentence, said it 
was reluctant to inflict 10 years’ penal 


servitude, tto minimum, but was bound by 
tto law. General Ferry* ankle had noi 
influenced its derision, and rto treachery with 
which he was charged was established by the 
fact that he had not thrown away to ana-gas 
padUlge (a primitive respirator served out to 
toe German troops), although he had known 
that it would piwoke questions, and that he 
had given information about its purpose. The 
only circumstance in alleviation was that the 
betrayal had had no injurious results far 
Germany. 

THE LATE M5ANTOS DUMONT 
REBURIAL IN RIO THIS WEEK 

Rio de Janeiro, Dec.18 
The body or M.Santos Dumont, after 
having lain in stale in the crypt of tto 
Cathedral of Sao Pauto for two days, was 
brought here fay train. 

On its arrival this morning it was met by an 
escort of military and naval aircraft which 
performed evolutions during its transit from 
the station to tto Cathedral Tto public win be 
admitted to pay their last respects to the 
Father of Aviation until Tuesday, when, with 

the full honours due to a Minister of State, his 
remains will finally be laid to rest in the 
cemetery of Sl John the Baptist 
A public holiday has been proclaimed for 

the day of tto interment. 
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SAS help to arrest Croat suspects 

■ SAS troops joined Dutch marines in pre*dawn raids in cen¬ 
tral Bosnia, arresting two Croats suspeaed of war cranes, one 
of whom was injured in a shoot-out in his bedroom. 

The operation belied Nato claims that suspected war 
criminals are arrested only during normal duties for the 
Bosnian Stabilisation Force. Nato sources in Sarajevo said the 
move could be the prelude to an operation to seize “big fish" 
suspects, such as Radovan Karadzic and Ratko M ladic Page 1 

Princess and Dodi’s ‘last interview’ 

■ A French magazine published what it claimed was die last 

interview with Diana, Princess of Wales, and Dodi Fayed, in 
which they speak intimately about their relationship and the 
possibility of marriage and children. They were said to have 
spoken just weeks before their fatal car crash-Page I 


Heroine dies in fire 

One of New York's richest 
women. Catalina Meyer. 60, died 
in her burning five-storey man¬ 
sion while trying to save a 
trapped friend.Plage I 

Code of practice 

A new axle of practice, designed 
to give people greater protection 
from intrusion by newspapers 
and magazines, was dubbed the 
“toughest in Europe" by Lord 
Wakeham._..Page 4 

Violence ‘distorted’ 

Death has become so common¬ 
place in British television soap 
operas that it is distorting the 
nation's concept of violence, ac¬ 
cording to research.Page S 

MI6 man jailed 

Richard Tomlinson, a former 
MI 6 officer, was jailed for 12 
months for seeking to sell his 
story to an Australian publisher, 
but government lawyers fear he 
will try again--Page 6 

Hindley fights on 

Myra Hindley vowed ro fight on 
for her freedom after failing ro 
overturn the Home Secretary's 
decision that she must die in 
jail...Page 7 

Historic day for Scots 

The legislation that will create the 
first Scottish Parliament for al¬ 
most 300 yean was published by 
Donald Dewar, Scottish Secre¬ 
tary. who hailed it as an historic 
and radical document_Page 8 


After Dolly, Polly 

Scottish scientists responsible for 
Dolly the cloned sheep have now 
produced Pblly — a lamb that 
makes a human blood-dotting 
protein.. Pag* 9 

Philby ‘suicide bid’ 

Kim Philby, the double agent 
who betrayed Britain during the 
Cold War, tried to take his own 
life soon after defecting to Mos¬ 
cow in the 1960s, according to a 
book by his widow_Page 13 

Children captive 

At least three Dallas children 
were still held captive by a gun¬ 
man who the day before had kid¬ 
napped more than 60.Page 14 

Clinton invitations 

President Clinton will kick-start 
the Middle East peace process by 
inviting Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders ro meet him in Washing¬ 
ton next month.Page 15 

European risk 

Tony Blair has promised to bring 
Europe closer to the people when 
Britain takes the EU presidency 
next month, but the government 
message of “greater transparen¬ 
cy" risks backfiring thanks to its 
media managers..Page 16 

Sithole to appeal 

The Rev Ndabaningi Silhole, 77. 
was sentenced to two years in jail 
for conspiring to blow up Presi¬ 
dent Mugabe of Zimhabwe. then 
given bail to*appeaI against his 
conviction_Page 17 






Preview: How to cat wdl and stay 
writ ai.Cbrisunas. 999 JJfesaKrs 
(BBCl. 8 pm). Review: Peter Bar- 
Hard waicbesfiJt amrcnmentai lo¬ 
bby under attack..— Pages 46; 47 


A tongue for Europe : 

HBritam^offiri^^pokKat^t^ 
thejuedia of Britain’s, partaerswrth 
contempt' the Government- Wflj 
find ite EU ste w ardship derated- 
its addeyernents bdrtfled and ifc 
goals mocked -- Page 21 

Mandela to Mbeke 

South Africamust preserreaRrst 

World 'Economy while addresanf 

crate Third World issues.. ReccmdflT 
ation and reconstruction shoold op- 
eratem tandem. _JPa«2f 


Supermarkets: The prospect of an 
Asda bid for Safeway receded after 
Archie Norman, Asda -5 chairman, 
poured cold water on 
speculation -...—Page 25 

Fine: The London Stock Exchange 
has fined JP Morgan, the US in¬ 
vestment bank, £350,000 for 
breaking the rules — the first such 

fine since 1995_Page 25 

Boeing: The manufacturer of most 
of the world's dv3 aircraft was 
wanted by the Federal Aviation 
Authority, the US safety regulator, 
that its production lines were “out 

of control”_Page 25 

Markets: Hie FTSE 100 fell 225 
points to dose at 51683. Sterling's 
trade-weighted index rose to 104.1 
after a rise to $1.6607 and to 
DM2.9434__Page 28 


Cricket: England axe favourites to 
beat West Indies in the Champions 
Trophy final in Shaijah, but must 
beware in case Brian Lara erupts 
with the bat-Page 48 

Footbath England will play World 
Cup .warm-up matches against 
Chile'and Saudi Arabia, both at 
Wembley. Opponents for other, 
planned .games have yet to be 

derided —-—... Page 48 

Boxing: Few, if any, in boxing hist¬ 
ory have been given such a chance 
to make it in America as Naseem 
Haraed, who takes on Kevin Kelley 

in New York_Page 46 

Rpgby union: Andrew Leeds, a for¬ 
mer Australia international and 
rugby league player, has moved to 
Leicester on a temporary two- 
month contract-Page 45 I 


Time, please: “The ha rstv probabil¬ 
ity is thal the South Bank may have 
missed last orders in the tottery, 
saloon” — Richard Morrison on 
funding rule changes-.—. Page 32 

Over the top: At the Almritia; Jona¬ 
than Kent has given Gogol’s com¬ 
edy The Government Inspector a 
marvellously unconventional and 

hysterical staging-—JPage 32 

■Year of pop: David Sinclair lodes 
back on a 1997 of uneaqxicted highs 
and lows for the key players in 
British pop—and on.the growth of 
a chilling trend.-Page 33 
Blade runners: Still moving in per¬ 
fect harmony after a 20 -year part¬ 
nership", skaters Jayne Torvill 
and Christopher Dean unveil their 
new show, fee Adventures, in 
Birmingham---Page 34 


Daimler suffers new safety setback 

■ The German car manufacturer Daimler Benz is delaying 
the launch of its Smart model because of safety problems — 
months after its Mercedes A-Class turned over in trials. The 
two-seater Smart car, developed and built in partnership with 
SMH. the Swiss watch manufacturers, flipped over during the 
same “elk tests* for emergency road holding.—Page 1 



□ Gcnarafc Scotland and eastern England 
wifi start did and wat However, the ram wil 
become confined to the Northern Isles and 
the lar northeast of Scrttand. Remaining 
parts wil have some good sumy breaks. 
Showers are most Italy in southwest 
England, southern Wales and Northern 
Ireland. By evening they may become more 
frequent and longer in southwest England. 

Tonight southwest England and South 
Wales wifi be mainly cloudy with rain 
Ssewhere fi wifl be dry with dear spate. 
Mostly light vends, wfto mist and tog patches, 

□ London, SE England, Central S Eng¬ 
land, E Mkflamte: earty mist wil dear to 
leave some sunny spelts. Mdd. A Sght south¬ 
easterly wind. Max 12C (54F) 

GE Angfta, E Eiufand, Caotraf N Eng¬ 
land, NE England: rain In the east, then 
sunny spels swearing from the west A fight 
southerly wind Max 9C (4SF). 

□ W Midlands, S Wales, N Wales, NW 



TOMORROW 


IN THE 

SATURDAY TIMES 


■ FAKE FUR, OLD LACE 
Embroidery, delicate 
beading and fake-fur 
trim are back after 

one hundred years 

■ THE GOOD FIGHT 
The choir schools 

that battle over the 
best boys’ voices 


E ngland , Lake District, tote of Han: mist 
end fag w* ctear. Sumy spells. A fight fa. 
moderate BOUtheaHtertyvwid. Max .11CpffiF). 

□ Channel tstea, SW England: rtfkf with 
sunny speffs and showra. Rafn tear. A 
moderate southeast wind (tfetiaCpST 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, SW 
Scotland, Glasgow, Central Wgfatond*. 
Argyfl, NW Scotland: sunny sprite with 
occasional showers. A moderate south¬ 
easterly wind. Max 10C (50F). 

□ Aberdeen, Moray Hrth, NE Scotland, 
Orkney, Shetland: dun with rairr A 
moderate to fresh southeast wind. Max SC 
(48F) 

O.N I relan d: breezy but ndd w8h sumy 
spate end just the odd shower. A moderate 
southeast wind. Max 11C (52E). 

□ Republic of hetauf: northern ports 


few showers fa -southern areas. Wl 
■ moderate, southeast arty. Max 12C (54F). 
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Times Two Crossword, page 48 


Style secret: Wit; and pa¬ 
nache —. the- pauper’s. seoreE to 
dressing wefl.—_.....^Page 18 

Patent pressure; At Christmas na¬ 
ture abhors a single woman; and 
parents worry most Rachel Morris 
advises ———Page W 
Pet hate: The brains behind Tama¬ 
gotchi is a woman of 31. Moira 
Petty met her_;-Ptege.19- 



Sing In praise: Pupils may grum¬ 
ble, but the school carol service 
is a fine tradition, says Anne 
Lee™___Page 38 


Non-violent reactions: Most view¬ 
ers do not spontaneously express 
concern about television violence. 
Raymond Snoddy looks at new 
research-—....—Page 41 


i i : * : z,: \ 

hifi. tr i: risi --lr* tj .v -: 


17,35,36,43,46, 49. Bonus: 7. There 
was no jackpot winner so the £4J8 
million prize rolls "over to give to-, 
morrows game a guaranteed £25 
million jackpot. On Wednesday; 
seven ticket-holders matched five 
balls and the .bonus to.'win 
. £212.000: 333 with five balls won 
£2,786; 18.407 with four won £110. 


MATTHEW PARRIS - r: 

This is the time for.Tbnjr 
Gordon Brown to be brieve jqgti 
originaL ft is. their watershtsl year.' 
By odd December we shall 
whether thisLabour Prime Mlmsf. 
ter is a man fo be knocked'off. 
course by his party, as hath' 
James Callaghan and Harold W3-. 
son were._— -Page 20 

JOHN LLOYD 

Oh; Tony (says the Parliamentary 
Labour Party)* d° not paint us as 
men and women, who deprive the 
hardrpressed of aiiybf the Ifttlethey 
have. Let us seem to be carers a 

little longer__„. Page20 

PHILIP HOWARD 
The bell strode midnight Scrooge 
groaned at this 154th annual resur- 
reetionof his Christmas carol, and 
reached for; the Teasmade. uo lds 
bedside taUe. But this undiaracter- 
istic luxury contained only hot wat¬ 
er, without the comforting smeU of 
scalded teabags_Page 20 


Professor R. V. Jones, Air Minis¬ 
try sdentistPhflqj Yeoinaiz. OTtho- 
paedic surgeon; Haig C Gahis- 
tian, businessman___Pagc23 


Single currency; Tory leadership; 
charities* tax breaks; VSO medical 
aid: images of Shylock; South Bank 
glass roof; ladybird spider, .snow 



Oranges to tte chan below from noon: low N wil drift noaftesatarief ffttowTts expacted to tase 
Its ktentity while low A fife in situ; lew R tiroiid n as H driftwicrltiiwest: high N wBI stowfy daefine 
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, says Asda chairman 


BxCXrjlMortished 


Big appetites Archie Norman, left, and Allan I rigti hwi 


ARCHIE NORMAN, chafo 
man of Asda, poured cold 
water on suggestions that the 
food retailer was plotting a bid 
for Safeway. “A lot of this 
speculation is. fanciful" he 
said yesterday and indicated 
that no contact had taken 
place wife Safeway since die 
exploratory merger talks were 
called off in September. 

Mr Norman’s attempt to 
quell Chy rumours came as 
the company reported a surge 
in sales for the half year to 
November 15. Turnover grew 


8.9 per cent, far out s t r ip p ing its 
.hjfjger rivals, . Tfescp ami 
Samsbmy. Profits before ex¬ 
ceptional items were up IS.'? per 
cent to £190 million, including 
r a £43 million contribution 
from Gazeley, Asda’s property 
developing subsidiary, 

_ City analysis were not en¬ 
tirely con vinced by Mr Ne¬ 
man’s comments an Safeway, 
noting that he had not com¬ 
pletely ruled out the possibility 
of a bid. Hie food retail sector 
has been awash with rumours 
since Safeway approached 
Asda earlier this year to 
discuss the competition issues 


of. the two. companies coming 
together. Each group has 
about 11 per cent of the UK 
food retailing market and the 
addition of Safeway would 
provide Asda with better cov¬ 
erage in the South East. 

Asda, whose chief executive 
is Allan Leighton, -increased" 
market share by a full percent¬ 
age point to 11;6 per cent 
Much of the growth came 
from hypermarkets, which 
now total 15 and which 
showed sales growth of 36 per 
cent Mr Newman , said the 
number of hypermarkets 
could double over the next two 


years. Capital expenditure for 
the foil year is expected to be 
£490 million. 

Asda*s balance sheet gear¬ 
ing remains about 10 per cent 
but Mr Norman said the 
company had no-plans to gh 
capita] bade to sharehok 
“I don’t want to return capital 
and then go back to sharehold¬ 
ers with a rights issue." How¬ 
ever, he said: “A capital 
repayment in a year or two’s 
time; that is a possibility." 

Asda’s gross margin re¬ 
mained fiat during the year 
but Mr Norman said that 
there were signs that food 


price inflation could return 
next year. He said the com¬ 
pany was committed to selling 
at a 5 per cent to 10 per cent 
discount to its rivals. 

Asda is investing heavily in 
take-away food outlets at its 
major stores. The company 
boasts that it is Britain’s 
biggest seller of Chinese. Indi¬ 
an and Pizza take-aways. 

Asda’s dividend for the half 
year is up 123 per cent to 0.91p 
and earnings before 
exceptional of 4-86p are up 
almost 20 per cent 


Tempos, page 28 


J P Morgan 


RAY BRADBURY 




By MichaelCkark. stock market correspondent 


THE London ;Stodt Ex¬ 
change (LSE) has imposed a 
£350,000 fineooJP Morgan, 
the US investment bank, 
after two traders attempt e d 
to manipulate the market in 
order to achieve a profit 

The traders, who were Sus¬ 
pended after the incident last 
month, have now beet titer 
missed by JP Morgan. 

The fine is zhe-iiraf to be 
levied by the Exchange dupe 
1995 and underlines the 
authority’s determination to 
stamp out the practice of 


market manipulatim.’ntelast 
fine to be levied was'far 
£15QjQ0Q. against jf & E Davy, 
the Irish broker. 

In conjunction withits latest 
action, .the Exchange has 
moved quickly to prevent far-' 
ther attempts at market mar 
nipolatian. by beefing up the 
rufcs c ov ci i ng this sea. Rule 
2.MJ originally precluded 
membeS* firms, trading in a 
security that is a component of 
any index from engaging in 
any action designed to move 
the actual index. This rule has 








By Jason Nissfi 


THE sale of the merchant 
banking side of Hambros 
for as mud) as £200 amUfoo 
could be announced in (be 
next few weeks following 
the purchase off much of its 
corporate loan book by 
Generate Bank erf Belgium 
for £30 million. 

Generate d takings port¬ 
folio of loans to 400 charts 
as wefl as 37 staff in the deal 

Soti&g Generate, the 
French bank which recently 
hired Nicola Horiiek to 
bead its fund management 
side, and Investec, the South 
African ' finance group 
which is strengthening its 
presence in the UK. are 
l eading the fight for Ham¬ 
bros Bank. _ 

Senior sources .say the 
deal could be completed 
within days, though it is 
most likdy not to emerge 
untfl after the new year. 

The deal wffl leave Ham- 
bins as a holding company 
for the group's 52 per cent 
stakes in Hambro Country¬ 
wide, the estate agency 


chain, and Hambros Insur¬ 
ance Services, as wefl as its 
43 per cent holding in Ham¬ 
bros Guinness Right, the 
fend manager. 

The management, fed by 
Sir Chips Keswick, is expect¬ 
ed to then break up the 
group, returning shares and 
cash to mvestora m the most 
tax-efficient way possible. 

In recent months Ham¬ 
bros has been wracked with 
scandal, largely because of 
its work for Andrew Regan, 
the young entrepreneur who 

attempted to pot together* 
£12 bHficm bid Ibr tbe Co- 
operafive Wholesale Soci¬ 
ety. Revelations-, about the 
ine of the confidential Co-op 
/fennawiis by tite bid team 
led to the resignations of 
three Hambros directors,' 
gidudmg its head of corpo- 
rate finance, Nigd Panlling- 

However, the bank stiff 
has a highly' regar de d pri¬ 
vate banking. operation as 
TOfl as a specialist bond 
dealing business..'. 
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now been widened to cover 
trading undertaken with the 
in tention of moving the refer¬ 
ence price of securities, or the 
level of an index.' . . 

The incident came to 
on November 28, the day 
the Thanksgiving Day holiday 
in the US, when the FTSE 100 
Index suffered a narked fell, 
of 38 points, during foe last 
fewmmutcsof trading. ; _ 

It later transpired that the. 
two JP Morgan traders had 
gone into the market with the 
intention of - selling small 
amounts of several l e a d i ng 
shares, including SmithKline 
Beecham and Glaxo Well-, 
come, at artificalty low prices. 
At foe same time, th^ had 
sold baskets of FTSE options,, 
moves that were also designed 
to depress the index. 

The traders’ actions suc¬ 
ceeded in dragging the under¬ 
lying securities, and the index, 
down. This needed to be 
achieved so that foe traders 
could dose down over-the- 
counter hedge options. The 
trigger for this exercise was 
the dosing level of foe index. 
The lower the index, the more 
profit they made for their 
clients.. 

Their actions were mads 
possible byfoefotrorfuctian by 
the LSE of its Sets computer¬ 
ised trading system, designed 
to match buyers with sellers 
automatically. 

• Sets was designed to narrow 
the spread between bid and 
offer by increasing foe flow of 
vohHrie inequities through the 
market This would Increase 
price competi ti veness, thereby 
narrowing foe spread and 
-pzovidmg. cheaper prices for 
investors. The. system was 
plagued by teething troubles 
arid cold-shouldered Try many 
brokers disgruntled by tite 
: absence of a central settlement 
system far all transactions- As. 
a-result, the volume erf shares 
traded dropped dramatically, 
providing increased volatility 
in share prices. 

The LSE has taken steps to 
rectify foe shortcomings of 
Sets but has foiled to convince 
agency brokers of its benefits. 



Clowes 

denies 

benefit 

charges 


By Jon Ashworth 


PETER CLOWES, former 
bead of foe Barlow Clowes 
investment empire, appeared 
before magistrates in Mac¬ 
clesfield. Cheshire, yesterday, 
charged with benefits fraud. 

M r Clowes. 55, of Stockport, 
Greater Manchester, denies 
two charges of false account¬ 
ing relating to the submission 
of jobseeker’s allowances 
forms in November last year. 
He was remanded on uncon¬ 
ditional bail to appear before 
the court again on January & 

Milton Firmin. Mr Clowes’s 
solicitor, said after the hearing: 
"My dient was building up a 
business, but the DSS appears 
to have thwarted his efforts. 
He wifi be pleading not guilty 
to the charges." 

Barlow Clowes specialised 
in gilt-edged government secu¬ 
rities. The company collapsed 
in May 1988 with losses of £190 
million, prompting criticism of 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry, which licensed it 

Mr Clowes went into busi¬ 
ness in 1973 with Elizabeth 
Barlow. The company enjoyed 
success with a “bond washing" 
product.- seeing funds under 
management grow from under 
£4 million in 1982 to more than 
£87 million in 1987. 
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Slowdown 


Mortgage lending growth 
slowed rapidly in November, 
providing firm evidence that 
the five interest rate rises 
since foe general election are 
beginning to take foe heat out 
of die housing market- 
Page26 


Plummet 

Shares in Fe: 


rguson 
International fell from 130p 


to 914 p yesterday after the 
third profit warning from 
foe paper and packaging 
group in six months and 
news that it will not pay a 
final dividend for the year to 
February 1998. 
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Fifteen minutes 

THAT COULD ADD 
YEARS TO YOUR LIFE. 










Peter CUmes on his way yesterday to appear before magistrates in Macclesfield 



Three 

■ ad group pocket £30m 



THE AGENCY responsible 

* for creating foe Lews jeans 
advertisements has been part¬ 
ly sold to a private I'S co nv 

c panv. making an esnnaiefl 
.yn' million for its voee 
founders; 

• The deal which has been in 
ne^atiaiions. for ab«n S 

.. months, will see up m 49 per 
cww of BartW Hegarty 
sold to Leo SUrnett. 
rising nawmk- BBH is wefl 

known for foe Levi s ad ver rae- 
roenfr. which have msBte on^ 

hit wonders of rock baitfs 
featuredfo them andgi | <n t * d 
sutgs new life. - . 


By Chris Ayres 

Burnett wifllbenefit from foe 
prestige-of foe UK agency - 
which has won several, 
awards, including The 
Queen's Award for Export 
Achievement — and.BBH will 
«in a worldwide presence 
Burnett has 33 offices in 72 
countries, 

people and has billings at 
..about £3.6b31fon. • ■ 

John Bartk. joint chief aceo 
trthte of BBH, rag gt 
confirm yestenfay ,ti«t *30 
million would be the _exad 
figure paid by Bonwt fc -a 

flakft.but acknowledged.^ irs 

rwt a million mfles away.- • 


Mr Bartie said that al¬ 
though foe leading sharehold¬ 
ers m BBH were its three 
founders — himself. • Nigd 
Bogle and John Hegarty — 
about 40 other staff would 
benefit. The agency will re¬ 
main autonomous, he added. 
•"We have signed a contract 
which says Barnett, has a 
minority stake in perproiiiy. 
There will be no exchange- of 
people.* 7 The deal is Beefy to 
hdp BBH win foe £48 minion 
Leva’s account in foe US. The 
Soho-based agency currently: 
works for die jeans company 
in-Europe and Asia: 


Boeing production lines 
out of control, says FAA 


From Oliver August in nkwyork 


BOEING, foe manufacturer 
of the majority of the world’s 
civil aircraft, was warned by 
the Federal Aviation Author¬ 
ity, tite US safety regulator, 
that its production lines were 
“out of control". 

FAA inspectors haw repeat¬ 
edly written to Boeing over foe 
past few months to complain 
foat it was leaving too little 
time far safety checks. Boeing 
is. currently expanding its 
production facilities after an 
order surge and tile merger 
with McDonnell Douglas. 

In October it had to stop 
production of its 737 and 747 


planes after experiencing a 
siring of problems, it now 
appears that the safely con¬ 
cern s were one of foe reasons 
for foe shutdown. At the time, 
foe group was blaming short¬ 
age of labour and parts. 

Boeing did not deny the 
FAA warnings,- but played 
down' their significance. A 
spokesman said: The FAA is 
a really important part of our 
checks and balances system. 
We have not received any 
indication from foe FAA that 
they are going, to take any 
extraordinary measures." 

An FAA inspector said in a 


memo that foe rapid produc¬ 
tion increases “have created 
an environment that is out of 
control and the FAA cannot 
continue to support.” 

Boeing’s inspection proce¬ 
dure was said to be “flawed" 
and the FAA was given “insuf¬ 
ficient time” to test new 
designs, 

Boeing experienced similar 
problems during an order 
surge in the 1980s. 

The group hired an extra 
17,000 people this year and 
said it will take .a total $2.6 
billion charge this year and 
next to pay for the ddays. 


When you call or return your coupon we will 
send you a FREE video that will help you to learn 
to examine your breasts yourself. Breast cancer 
is one of the UK's biggest causes of death in 
women with as many as one in 12 developing it. 
BUPA Breast Screening is carried out by highly 
skilled mammography experts who probably know 
more about the subtle differences between healthy 
and unhealthy breasts than anyone else. It is open 
to all women and only costs £85. 

For further information, or to make an appoint¬ 
ment, phone 0800 616 029 quoting BUPA 9X, or 
complete the coupon below. 

'AnfablP in mn aged 40* 


Please post to BUPA Health Screening, FREEPOSI London WCIX BUR. 
You dtmT even need a stamp. Reference bupaw 


Nunc . 


Address. 


Jtoorode. 


Tel [Day). 


You’re amazing. We wanl you to slay that way. 

BUPA Health Screening^ 
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US seeks 
$lm a day 
fine on 
Microsoft 

From Oliver August 
IN NEW YORK 

THE US Justice Department 
has stepped up its fight 
against Microsoft's monopoly 
position in the computer sec¬ 
tor. ft has asked a federal 
judge to rule the software 
house in contempt of fast 
week's court order forcing it to 
sell its Internet software sepa¬ 
rately from its W'indom 95 
operating system. 

The department also asked 
to have a Si million (£598.000) 
per day fine imposed from the 
end of next week. In its latest 
trust-busting move, it alleged 
that marketing changes made 
by Microsoft were designed to 
sabotage the court ruling. 

Microsoft was ordered to 
disentangle sales and market¬ 
ing of Windows 95 and its 
Internet Explorer to prevent it 
from dominating the Internet 
market In response to this. 
Microsoft which is headed by 
Bill Gates, is said to now force 
computer-makers to install 
versions of Windows 95 that 
do not incorporate Internet 
Explorer. 

Joel Klein, the assistant 
attorney-general for anti¬ 
trust. said: “Microsoft has 
gone from tying its products 
to tying the hands of its 
vendors. The more Mi¬ 
crosoft continues its prac¬ 
tices, the more consumers 
are harmed.” 

The group said it did not re¬ 
cognise the Justice Depart¬ 
ment's case. The new call for 
the imposition of the fine 
marks a deterioration of rela¬ 
tions between the group and 
the Government Officials 
from several US states are 
said to have met in secret to 
discuss a suit based on the 
Justice Department case. 
Japan is also said to have 
begun to investigate 
Microsoft’s market position. 
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Bill Gates faces the prospect of a federal judge ruling Microsoft in contempt of a court order forcing it to sell its Internet software as a separate item 


Housing market starts to feel 
the effects of interest rate rises 


since 1488. 

Adrian Coles, director-gen¬ 
eral of the BSA. said: “It 
appears there has been a 
slight coohng in the housing 
market recovery. This is likely 
to be a direct result of the five 
interest rate increases since 
the general election." 

The BBA data also showed 
mortgage lending growth de¬ 
creasing from £782 million to 
£640 million. Consumer credit 
slowed slightly from £536 to 
£526 million leaving total per¬ 
sonal borrowing at £1.22 bil¬ 
lion, down from £132 billion. 


Total lending, however, iiv 
creased by £4.68 billion. 

M4, the measure of broad 
money supply, also fell back in 
November, annual growth 
slipping to 10.5 per cent (10.7 
per cent). Simon Briscoe, di¬ 
rector of reserach at Nikko 
Europe, said: There has now 
been a flux of data indications 
that economic activity is no 
longer accelerating." But econ¬ 
omists also said that the Bank 
of England probably wants a 
further decelaratkm in the rate 
of M4, before ruling out 
further interest rate changes. 


Kodak plans to cut 
further 6,000 jobs 

By Christine Buckley, industrial correspondent 


By Alasdaik. Murray 
ECONOMICS CORRESPONDENT 

MORTGAGE lending growth 
slowed rapidly in November, 
providing firm evidence that 
the five interest rate rises since 
the election are beginning to 
take the heat out of the 
housing market. 

Figures released by the 
Buildings Societies Associ¬ 
ation showed mortgage lend¬ 
ing falling 12 per cent in 
November, while separate 
British Bankers Association 
data also pointed to a slow- 


THE London Stock Exchange 
hopes to replace the Cadbury 
code rules on corporate gover¬ 
nance next year, it will be 
superceded by a new consoli¬ 
dated code taking in revised 
versions of Cadbury and the 
recommendations of Sir Rich¬ 
ard Greenbury’s report on 
disclosure of executive pay. 

At present, however, the 
Stock Exchange has no plans to 
enforce the new code, like the 
Cadbury code, which covered 
such things as non-executiye 
directors and audit commit¬ 
tees. it will be appended to the 
exchange’s listing rules and “sit 
alongside" them without being 
part' of them. Quoted com¬ 
panies will be obliged to dis- 


down. Signs of a slowdown in 
the housing market were also 
supported up by the latest 
housing price forecasts, which 
predict that growth is likely to 
be at around half the levels 
seen this year. 

The Council of Mortgage 
Lenders said it expected house 
prices to rise by 5 to 6 per cent 
next year, although the num¬ 
ber of transactions will also 
increase to 15 million. 

Abbey National said it ex¬ 
pected a period of “consolida¬ 
tion" in the market next year, 
with house price growth 


close in their annual reports 
how and whether they comply 
with the code’s requirements. 
If they do not, they should also 
explain and justify how and 
why they have not complied. 

The code will be the 
centrepeice of the final report of 
a committee headed by Sir 
Ronald Hampel, chairman of 
ICI. to review the earlier codes. 
The Hampel committee is due 
to report in January. Its pro¬ 
posed code will then be sent out 
for detailed consultation before 
replacing the Cadbury code. 
Sir Ronald’s committee will 
only be reconvened if basic 
objections emerge. 
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moderating from 4 per cent 
this year to 5 per cent in 1948. 

The BSA said building soci¬ 
ety gross advances fell from 
£1.89 billion in October to 
£1.65 billion. Net advances 
also slipped from £985 million 
to £825 million, while approv¬ 
als declined from £1.67 billion 
to £1.54 billion. 

Savings data, however, was 
surprisingly strong in a mem th 
when consumers normally in¬ 
crease withdrawals in the run¬ 
up to Christmas. Savings 
inflows totalled £665 million 
—the largest November figure 

LMS wins 
permission 
for terminal 

LONDON Merchant Secu¬ 
rities. the properly group, 
has won outline planning 
permission to build a cruise 
liner terminal, a hotel, a 
luxury block of flats and a 
cinema on an eight-acre site 
at Greenwich near the Mil¬ 
lennium Dome. 

The group is now working 
on detailed planning per¬ 
mission. 

LMS yesterday reported a 
£69 million (£15 million) pre¬ 
tax profit for the six months 
to September 30, helped by a 
previously reported £51.9 
million exceptional gain. 

The ordinary half-year 
dividend rises from 0-8p to 
0.9p. Total earnings rose 
from 4.05p to 2&29p, 


UNCERTAINTY over thou¬ 
sands of jobs at Kodak in the 
UK increased yesterday when 
the US photographic company 
added 6,000 to die 10,000 job 
cuts it announced last month. 
These come on top of existing 
programmes, taking the full 
cut of staff worldwide to 19,900 
out of a 100500 workforce. 

Kodak employs 5500 in the 
UK — mainly at manufactur¬ 
ing sites at Harrow, near 
London, Annesley in Notting¬ 
hamshire and Kirkby. near 
Liverpool. A spokeswoman 
said the company had “no 
details about what is happen¬ 
ing in the UK”. 

Kodak is to take a $15 
billion (£900 million] charge to 


fond the restructuring of its 
worldwide operations. Half of 
the cash will go on payments 
for those who lose their jobs; 
the other half will go on 
writing down assets and on 
efforts to reposition some of its 
businesses. Kodak is aiming 
to reduce costs by at least $1 
billion (£600 million). 

The company said that 9.400 
jobs would be lost in manufac¬ 
turing while 10500 would go 
from administration, selling, 
service and photofinishing. Ko¬ 
dak UK said all operations 
were working on business 
plans for the company. These 
will form the basis of job 
reductions to be phased over 
the next two years. 


Consolidated code 
for Stock Exchange 

By Graham Searjeant. financial editor 



Equitas takes over 
Lioncover liabilities 


LIONCOVER INSURANCE, fonnedfol^to rakeOT ntiK 
lions of pounds in liabilities from the PCW syndicates, has seea 

Department of Trade and Industry. Jjcmon^ * 

vanous disputes at the time, which were largely resdwri this 
year, and the DTT felt its trading position was far ™™^lear. 
Some2586names on the PCW syndicates v.-^ehnbi£lS 

million of tosses after a series of Jrtugulafi«^y - 

directors, Peter Cameron-Webb and Peter Down. 
rributed £40 million to die PCW rescue and committed faruw 
funds from the central fund. By theend of 1946 Jossm bomey 
the central fund had risen to E487 mfliitXL Equitas wiU.assum? 
frill rtnprationnl rinhtml of the run-off of Lioncover^ liabilities. 


Allied Colloids hits back 


ALLIED COLLOIDS has accused Hercules, the American ; 
group bidding £M billion, of using “thoroughly misleading 
arguments" in 'its attempt to win control. of die chemicals . 
company. Cnlfoi rk said Hercules had resorted to inapp ropria te: 
comparisons' in'an effort to portray its results as meaioa& It = 
said its p e rfo rmance had significantly improved, that the fan to : 
return on capital was because of investment in manufacturing, 
arid that fee US acquisition of CPS had brought major benefits. •. 


CAT wins drag rights 

CAMBRIDGE ANTIBODY TECHNOLOGY has. gained the . 
right to develop treatments for six more disease targets as part of 
an agreement wife Icos Corporation, a Nasdaq-listed drug 
development company. Icos will contribute some intellectual 
property and will draw on CATs expertise in aruibotfy 
engineering. Separately, Icos will pay CAT for its help in 
developing two further undisclosed targets. CAT said this may 
lead to it receiving milestone payments and royalties. 


Belhaven encouraged 

BELHAVEN BREWERY raised pre-tax profits to £2.8 million, 
from £2.1 million, in the six months to September 30. Earnings 
rose from 75p to 9.7p and the half-year dividend rises from 1.9p 
to 2-lp. The group said that trading since September had seen a 
continuation of fee positive trends in fee first half of the year. It 
said that the results for fee second half will be materially 
influenced by trading conditions during fee festive season, 
adding that early sales have been encouraging. 

Watmoughs attacks bid 

WATMOUGHS. the printing group under fire from a £188 
million, bid by Quebecor, launched its defence campaign 
yesterday wife a dairo that its problems were behind it Sir 
Derek Biritiri. the chairman, said Watmoughs “is well 
positioned to generate increasing value for shareholders as. 
an independent company” He added that the Quebecor offer 
“fundamentally undervalues" Watmoughs. shares in which 
fell lb p to Z70p yesterday, against fee 2S7p bid price. 


Warner Estate rises 

WARNER ESTATE shares rose bom 237h: pro 247bp after fee 
group raised pretax profits to £12.25 million (E10.1 million) and 
its net asset value ro3GSp (259p ) a share. Earnings rose to 19.l5p 
(15.92p), out of which a final dividend of 8.75p will be paid, taking 
the total for the year to 12.9p (lZ2p). Rents receivable rose 12.9 
per cent to £15.7 million. Philip Warner, chairman, said: “I am 
confident that the company’s strategy of diversification will 
continue to provide good returns in the coming year." 

Dragon sells US asset 

DRAGON OIL has sold its remaining American offshore ofl 
and gas-procfocing assets for $25 million (£1.49 million). 
Completion is expected shortly with an effective date of 
September 1,1997. The assets. West Cameron 363 and Ship 
Shoal 222/225 offshore in fee Gulf of Mexico, had attributable 
net reserves at the end of 1996 of about 400,000 barrels of ofl 
equivalent. This compares with Dragon’s estimated proven 
and probable reserves of more than 250 million barrels. 
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Recommended Offer 

by 

Merrill Lynch International 

and 

Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 

on behalf of 

Yule Catto & Co pic 

(Incorporated in England and Wales, number 98381) 
to acquire the whole of the issued share capital of 

Holliday Chemical Holdings PLC 

Merrill Lynch International (“Merrill Lynch”) and Morgan Grenfell & Co. Limited (“Deutsche Morgan Grenfell”) announce on behalf of Yule Cano 
& Co pic i “Yule Cano”) that, by means of a formal offer document (the “Offer Document") dated and posted oo 18 December 1997 and this 
advertisement. Merrill Lynch and Deutsche Morgan Grenfell are making an offer on behalf of Yak Catto to acquire all of the shares in Holliday 
Chemical Holdings PLC (“Holliday''). The full terms and conditions of tee Offer (including details of tee procedure for acceptance of the Offer) are 
set out in tec Offer Document. Terms defined m tee Listing Particulars dated 18 December 1997 in connection with tee Offer have tee same meanings 
in ihis advertisement. Merrill Lynch is also broker to Yale Cano and broker to ibe Offer. 

A person who accepts the Offer will receive for each Holliday Share 105 Jp in cash and 0.45 New Yule Catto Ordinary Shares. 

Accepting Holliday Shareholders may elect under the Mix and Match Election, subject to availability, to vary the propor ti ons in which they receive 
New Yuic Catto Ordinary Shares and cash in respect of their holdings of Holliday Shares. To the extent that elections can be satisfied, Hoffiday 
Shareholders will receive New Yule Catto Ordinary Shares instead of cash and vice versa on the basis of a price of 3Q65p per New Yak Cano Ordinary 
Share. Accepting Holliday Shareholders may also elect lo receive £1 nominal of Guaranteed Loan Notes for every £i of cash consideration which 
would otherwise be receivable by them under the basic Offer. The Guaranteed Loon Notes wfl! be transferable but no application will be made for them 
to be listed or dealt on any stock exchange. 

Irrevocable undertakings to accept tee Offer have been given by Holliday directors in respect of shares representing, in aggregate. 18.0 per cent, of 
Holliday's issued share capital (including shares representing 17.7 per cent, of Holliday’s issued share capital in respect of Dr. Michael Peagram's own 
beneficial interests and those of tee trustees of a family trust senled by him). These irrevocable undertakings would cease to be binding if. mier alia, 
a person other than Yule Catto (or a subsidiary of Yule Catto] makes an offer fra- Holliday and announces acceptances of such offer amounting to oot 
Iras dun 32 per cent of tee issued share capital of Holliday. 

The Offer is. by means of this advertisement, extended to all persons to whom the Offer Document may not be despatched and who bold, or who are 
entitled to hate allotted to Ihcnt, Holliday Shares. Such persons are informed teat copies of the Offer Document, the form of Acceptance and tee 
Listing Particulars, which relate to the New Yule Cano Ordinary Shares to be issued in connection with tee Offer, are available for collection fromTbe 
Royal Bank of Scotland pic Registrar's Department. New Issues Section, P.O. Box 633.5-JO Great Tower Street, London EC3R 5ER_ 

The Offer will initially be open for acceptance until 3.00 p.m. cm 8 January 1998. 

The Offer is nor being made, directly or indirectly, in or into the United States. raWa, Australia or Japan and none of the Offer Doc um ent, the Form 
of Acceptance or the Listing Particulars is being or may be mailed or otherwise distributed or sent in or into die United Stales, Canaria . Australia or 
Japan. Further details relating to overseas Holliday Shareholders are set out at Appendix I to the Offer Document. 

Neither the New Yule Catto Ordinary Shares nor tec Guaranteed Loan Nates to be issued pursuant to the Offer have been, or wflj be, registered under 
the United Stales Securities Act of 1933. as amended, or under any relevant securities laws of any state ra other jurisdiction of the United Slates or of 
Canada. Australia or Japan. Accordingly, unless an exemption unde r such Act or other laws is available, tee New Yule Cytm Ordinary Shares and tee 
Guaranteed Loan Notes may not be offered, sold or delivered, directly or indirectly, m or into the United States, Canada. Australia or Japan. 

This advertisement is not being published or otherwise distributed or sent in ra into or from the United Stoles, Cm ^ri* Australis or Japan. AH persons 
reading this advertisement (including nominees, trustees and custodians) who would, or otherwise intend to, forward this advertisetmt, tee Offer 
Document, the Form of Acceptance, the Listing Particulars or any related documents must not distribute or send them in. into or from tee United Stales. 
Canada. Australia or Japan, and doing so may render invalid any related purported acceptance of the Offer. 

The contents of this advertisement which have been prepared by and are the sole responsibility of Yuk Caao, have been approved by Merrill Lynch 
and Deutsche Morgan Grenfell (both regulated by The Securities and Futures Authority Limited) for tee purposes of Sectioa 57 of the Financial 
Services Act I486. 

Merrill Lynch and Deutsche Morgan Grenfell are acting for Yule Cano and fra no one else in connection with tec Offer and will not be responsible to 
anyone other than Yule Catto for providing the protections afforded to customers of Merrill Lynch and Deutsche Morgan Grenfell or for giving advice 
in relation to the Offer. 

The Directors of Yule Cano accept responsibility for tec information contained in this advertisement. To die beat of their knowledge and belief (having 
taken all reasonable care to ensure that such is tee case), tee information contained in this advertisement is in accordance with tee facts and does not 
omit anything likely to affect the import of such information. 

19 December 1997 
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;: v> over 


M w^n Grenfell, Klein-. - 
wort Benson, SGWar- 

Ackroyd & 

Bevan, Rowe & Pitman, Wedd 
Duriadier, HoareGovett,Smitii 
New Court, Mullens, PbiDipj & 
Drew, Wood Mackenzie. Hemy 
Ansbacher, Strauss Turnbull 
ana —• m a few weeks' time — 
Hamhros. The City of London is 

HP- kpS 61 ***« preserve of the' 
British. 

The institutions that made the 
Square Mile great are . now 
owned ay Swiss, German, 
American- or French financial 
congkraerales wife a stomach 
for fee sort of risks that made the 
London merchan t banks fee 
financiers of fee world. And 
given fcepoar returns feat most 
Oily merchant banks deliver, itis 
maybe better that fee likes of 
DeutscheBank or Merrill Lynch 
are tying up their balance snppis 
rather than NatWest or Barclays, 
The passing of Hambros into 
fee hands of Sodete Generate of 
France or Investec of South 
Africa may bring only a small' 
tear to "fee eye. The gradual ■' 
dedineof fee onceigreat mstitur 
hon—a bank for 158 years and a 
public company for 85 years — 
has been hastened by fee Co-op 
scandal, which showed a lack of 
judgement and a lack of super¬ 
vision brought bn by the lack of. 
any decent ■ business craning 

through the door. The mer chant 

bank had become .• largely 
irrelevant in fee Qty, and has no 
one bfa itself to Home. . 


' iN baci 


rights 


of the City 


Hahibroshas; in recent yeatfs,. 
been an entrepreneurial bank in 
a way that wjsht out of fashion 
perhaps a decadeand a half ago. 
.The bank was wHfing to jrfit.its' 
money where its nrajth. was 
where it could ' see i pCciihiaiy 
advantage. But it neverhad the 
balance sheet; strength;, to heck 
the scot of deals delivered by 
Goldman Sachs-or SBC War-, 
burg, and it-did,hot have the 
reputational strength erf Lazard 
Brothers or Scfaroders : which 
would bring the big deals wife-, 
out the balance sheet. Yerf it could 
have had a role if it had 
concentrated on courting fee ,sort 
. oi small and • wwHiim sized deal 
which is now bolsterim; fee likes 
of. Close Brothers, a bank that 
ferives on the scraps which foil 
from the dinner tables of its 
larger rivals. . . ; i . 

- Hambros i mm i ne iit passing, 
though, raises a question about 
fee. banks that remain. Lazarets is 
almost certain to stay indepen¬ 
dent ~ its partnership wife fee 
two Lazards Frtres in New York 
and Plains will ensure it need riot' 
go cap in hand to a larger bank. 
Schroders and NM Rothschild 
are in a different situation. 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


merit ride has put a value an the 
firm which study imght tempt 


Brurip Schroder to cash in. And 
fee need to build Sdtroders’ New 
York operation or (fitch it could 
bring fee' group closer to a ;US 

Rothschild carries on in its 
own sweet way. Like Hambros it 
is becoming more and more 
irrelevant But unlike Hambros 
it is controlled by its chairman. 
Sir Evelyn, not its shareholders. 
.But even Sir Evelyn must con- 
rider whether there is a future for 
a British owned merchant bank. 

Santa: bring me 
a soft landing 

G ordon Brown would 
probably require a series 
of consultative papers 
before accepting the existence erf 
Father Christmas. But if fee 
Chancellor did deride to post a 
Christmas wish list to Santa, you 
can be sure, that his greatest, 
desire would be for a soft landing 
for fee economy next year. 


The City is typically split an 
whether Brown has behaved well 
enough this year to receive his 
reward. Indeed, many econo¬ 
mists believe feat economic soft 
landings only take place in fairy 
tales and Brown is set for a rude 
awakening in 1998. However, if 
the Chancellor needed to look for 
same seasonal cheer in the rush 
of the contradictory economic 
data that has been emerging in 
fee past few weeks, he could do 
worse than examine the housing 
market . 

This year has been puncutured 
by occasional sitings of fee 
return of the great housing bull 
market, such as broom cup¬ 
boards in Central London going 
for a fortune. However, there has 
been'little evidence to suggest 
feat house prices are about to 
enter fee boom-bust cycle which 
ultimately pushed two million 
households into negative equity 
in foe early 1990s. 

The latest data arid forecasts 
are pointing wife an unusual- 


degree of consistency towards a 
much slower growth in braise 
prices next year at around 5 to 6 
per cent compared wife up to 10 
per cent in 1997. Even in the 
south, where prices are now only 
just short of their 1980s peak, 
analysts believe they are prob¬ 
ably still around 10 per cent 
below fair values. 

Other factors should also help 
tokeep the market in check next 
year. Mortgage interest rate 
relief is set to be whittled down 
further and ultimately abolished. 
Lotv inflation —even if if keeps a 
check cm mortgage rates — also 
makes gains from house price 
rises seem less attractive, while 
too many people still dearly 
remember tte bitter etperiehce 
of negative equity. 

This is not to say the market is 
in danger of couapsiiig. Most 
forecasts predict an improve¬ 
ment in transactions next year, 
as more prorperties come onto 
the market, and lending should 
enjoy another good year's growth 


tn an mcreasinly competitive 
market The housing market 
remains underpinned by some 
longrtenn structural trends — 
particularly a shortage of prop¬ 
erties caused by a steady increase 
in the number of households 
The housing market could be on 
the verge of entering the kind of 
era. of sustainable growth that 
Brown must dream about 

Let sleeping 
fat cats lie 

S ir Ronald Hampel’s revis¬ 
ing committee on corporate 
governance has long taken 
a reductio ad tedium approach. 
This consists of taking due time 
for deliberation, finally conclud¬ 
ing feat there is nothing radically 
new to say on fee subject post 
Cadbury and Greenbury, that 
thoughts need to be refined 
rather than toughened up and, 
most sincerely of all folks, please 
left have no more committees 
lest we all die of boredom. 

And so say all of us, which is 
actually quite a triumph for Sir 
Ronald and his allies In board¬ 
rooms up and down Central 
London. The object of these 
committees, after all, was not to 
have any significant impact on 


business. It was to persuade 
governments, especially a poten¬ 
tially hostile Labour govern¬ 
ment that something is being 
done. So ministers, rightly wary 
of such a populist minefield, do 
not have to undertake the impos¬ 
sible job of framing laws to curb 
fee excesses of corporate megalo¬ 
maniacs and their pet fat cats. 

Subject to consultation next 
spring, the Hampel “supercode" 
will have no more exalted status 
than the Cadbury code it re¬ 
places. The Stock Exchange will 
append it to its listing rules, but 
not incorporate it in them. 
Enforcement therefore lies in the 
hands of shareholders, who are 
perennially inclined to' make 
exceptions for just the sort of 
entrepreneurial heroes fee code 
is intended to apply to. 

This would surely not deter the 
Government from legislating. By 
contrast, the boredom factor 
looks a winner. 


Losing friends 

IT IS A strange irony that the 
more Dresdner Klein wort Ben¬ 
son loses senior directors, fee 
more money the German-owned 
merchant bank appears to make. 
But after a year when it has lost 
its two most prominent finan¬ 
ciers — Simon Robertson and 
David Clementi — as well as the 
German whose increased role 
contributed to the departure of 
Robertson and Clementi. DKB is 
looking both careless and 
increasingly friendless. 
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S HARES in .Ferguson Inter-, 
national fell from L30p to 9Htp 
yesterday after another profit 
warning from the paper and 
packaging group and news 
that it will not pay a final 
dividend farfeeyeario Eebru- 
aiy 199R. The shares traded at 
a high of428p in 1991 

An unchanged interim divi¬ 
dend of 43p was paid to 
shareholders on December 5. 
Last year. Ferguson, which 
makes labels for retail custom¬ 
ers such as Safeway and CfiA. 
paid an unchanged final divi¬ 
dend of 8-75p. 

Stephen Gutteridge. who 
was appointed diM executive 
on October l, has; initiated 


, .. By George Swell 

another restructuring of the 
group, although the outcome 
of hfcs review » StoD"not be 
announced until the final re¬ 
sults in May. The restructur¬ 
ing is likely to indude 
disposals and more neduridan- 
deSwFeigusan says it has had 
expressions erf interest from 
thud parties in various parts 
of its business. . 

Denis . Cassidy,, the diair- 
man of Rargusan who was 
recently ousted as chairman of 
liberty, has already indicated 
feat he will step. down from 
Ferguson. Yesterday. Ffcrgu- 
san. sakJ he would retire next 
year, when a successor vtould 
be appointed. 


further into red 


By Chris Ayres 


HARTSTONE,^fee troubled 
hosiery and leather goods. 
company, plunged farther 
into the red during fee six 
months ending September 
30, with pre-tax losses deep¬ 
ening from E2J million to 
£345 mifitoa. 

The company xaid.it had 
disposed ra its loss-making 
businesses and would concen¬ 
trate on Etienne Aigner in the 
US and Amm'is Spam. 

Hailstone has dosed the 
US operations of Michael 
Stevens. one of its leather 
goods businesses , and has 
scaled down and reorganised 
its UK leather operations. It- 
has also sold Rnbo Lederwar- 
cn, its leather goods business 


in HottantL This strategy is 
emected to ndease about £8 
1 Tnmm n in cash. . 

Shaun Dowling, chair¬ 
man. said: "The directors 
will now review the options 
for realising proper value 
for shareholders from the 
rarnrining businesses.’* He 
said an extraordinary gener¬ 
al meeting would be called 
to organise a share buyback, 
of 10 per cent of Hartstooe's 
equity. 

The company’s turnover 
fell 95 per cent during the 
period to £8? million, with 
losses per share d e e p e ni ng 
from CLSp to H>.9p. An infer:. 
ini'dividend of046p wiD be-, 
paid on February 16 . . 


: Yesterday. Ferguson said 
that ISO jobs would go in its 
food ' aria . textiles labelling 
division as part of cost cuts. 
The measures will result in an 
initial £2 million of annual 
cast savings for the company 
in fee financial year to Febru¬ 
ary 1999. said Mr Guttendge. 

He added: The current 
drive tocutcosts is ohlypartof 
fee -overall plan to restore 
sales and profitability. There 
win be more cost savings to 
come and further redundan¬ 
cies are likdy to follow." 

The 10 per cent cut m the 
15DOstrong labelling work¬ 
force will' leave the groupwife 
around 2J300 staff. Apart from 
fee core labelling activities, 
Ferguson owns Morplan, a 
fashion mailorder business, 
and two printing units. These 
account for £30 milfion-£35 
minion of annual sales. 

Analysts had been expecting 
pretax profits of between £&2 
million and £8.4 million be¬ 
fore exceptional? for 1997-98. 
They said forecasts are now 
likely to be pruned bade to 
about £4 million fra* 1997-98. 

• At yesterdays' price, Ffergu- 
ron . is. valued at just £37 
mi&fon- Mr Guttendge, asked 
if he thought the group was 
now vulnerable to takeover, 
said it had always been a 
potential target given its man- 
agemert and trading troubles 
over the past few years. 

Ferguson'S current trading 
position was "no reflection” on 
Mr Cassidy’s chairmanship 
. or fee time he had-devoted to 
foe shareholder campaign at 
-liberty, said Mr Gutteridge. 
He : said foe board had been 

• "Dinted behind" Mr Cassidy. 

Tempos, page 28 


Reg Vardy slows down 


REG VARDY, fee motor dis¬ 
tribution group. yesterday dis¬ 
appointed the City by report¬ 
ing only a 7 per cent rise in 
pre-tax profits far ti re six 
months to October 31. from 
£7.9 million to £&4 million.' 
The company's shares fell 7p 
to24l I zp. 

The <3ty has come to expect 
more rapid growth from the 
J - group, which is one of foe few 


By Chres Ayres . 1 

businesses of its kind to bene- 
fit from rationalisation in the 
car industry. . 

• paer Vardy. the chairman, 
said: “One analyst thought we 
would crane in with more, but 
our reorganisation in Wqtver- 
hamptrai tost £400,000 and the 
ftenfe of Diana. Princess of 
Wales, cost us EfiCXWJOO.Thaft 
a miBian pounds erf non-recur¬ 
ring costs. When people under- 
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stand that the share price 
should start to rise.” 

The company, which has 51 
dealerships, raid it was on 
target to take vehicle sales for 
theftill year to 100,000. It also 
:hopes to build,nine dealer¬ 
ships. for about £23 minion 
each, before the year end. The 
expansion will be partly, fund¬ 
ed ferraigh borrowing-' gear¬ 
ing is- S per cent — and from 
fee £27million raised lastyear 
from a rights issue. - 
: Turnover for the period was 
£410 million (£345 million) 
and earnings per share , fell 
from 10.7p to 10.4p. An interim 
dividend of 2.8p* up from 2.6p. 
will be paid on Ajril 30. . 

Tempos, page 28 





Matfeew Sharp, chief executive, left; and Keife Brown, director, of Creative Publishing, are optimistic on growth 

Fine Art paints sharp contrasts 


FINE ART Developments, the 
mail-order group that 
demerged its greeting card 
division two months ago, yes¬ 
terday made an upbeat state¬ 
ment. while reporting further 
losses (Chris Ayres writes). 

The company won some 


Cadbury 
decision 
today on 
£420m deal 

From Oliver Avgust 

IN NEW YORK 

CADBURY SCHWEPPES, 
the drinks group, could decide 
today to . spend around £420 
millfan to buy two US bottling 
companies in an effort to catch 
up wife Coca-Cola and Pepsi, 
its main competitors. 

Beverage America of Michi¬ 
gan and Select Beverages of 
Qlinois are part of foe network 
' of independent battlers that 
processes 44 per cent of 
Cadbary’S brands, including 
Dr Pepper and Seven Up. 

Cadbury, which holds a 
regular board meeting today, 
is considering amove to build 
up its own US bottling net¬ 
work, similar to fee networks 
of Coke and Pepsi affiliates: 

A Cadbury spokeswoman 
said: “We want to support oar 
brands appropriately. A con¬ 
solidation process is taking 
place among the independent 
bottlers: and we need to make 
sure that our brands and their 
route to market are protected.” 

Analysts said Cadbury 
would have to spend much 
more than foe estimated $500 
million (£300 million) for Bev¬ 
erage America and the $200 
million for Select Beverages. 
To build up its own network, 
even, one considerably smaller 
than Coke's or Pepsi’s, foe 
group would have to invest 
several billion dollars. 

Acquisition talks wife the 
two bottlers are said to be at 
an advanced stage and an- 
announcement could be made 
. by die end of the month. 

The bottling process is dosdy 
linked id foedistributiba system 
which has a big influence on foe 
shelf placement of the drink 
brands. Cadbury could provide 
extra capital needed, by foe 
independents' to compete with 
Coke's and Pepsi* 8 more sqphis- 
tkated systems. 

Midtael Smith, a Morgan 
Stanley analyst, said: The ra¬ 
tionale behind a purchase 
would be tohdp to provide capi¬ 
tal to invest in add distribution 
outlets like vending machines 
a nd to consolidate plants." 

Tempos, page 28 


support in the City, its shares 
rising 5p to 168*2 p after having 
fallen 2Sp to 163*2p since tire 
demerger. Fine Art said fear 
sales had risen 12 per cent al 
its home shopping division 
and improved at the 
fundraising division. How¬ 


ever, foe strength of sterling 
and strikes in France and 
Canada would cause overseas 
sales to fall. 

Keith Chapman, chairman, 
said the group was set to gravy 
organically and “if appropri¬ 
ate" by acquisition. Pre-tax 


losses for the six months to 
September 30 were E12.4 mil¬ 
lion (£52 million), with total 
turnover falling to £74 million 
(E77 million). Losses were 
J4.74p (4.33p) a share. An 
interim dividend of 3.9p (3.7p) 
will be paid on January 26. 


Creative 
colours 
itself red 

By Chius Aykes 

CREATIVE PUBLISHING, 
the former greeting cards 
division of Fine Art Develop¬ 
ment whose shares plunged 
nearly 40p after its demerger, 
yesterday reported a dive into 
the red for the six months to 
September 30. 

Pre-tax profits of £571.000 
turned into losses of £4.S 
million. However, fee com¬ 
pany said much of the loss 
came from a one-off charge of 
£7 mDlion for demerger costs. 
Shares in Creative rose 1 * 2 p to 
!45p. 

Sales of Chistmas multi¬ 
pack products to national 
retailers were encouraging, 
the company said, and the 
overall business continued to 
show strong growth both in 
branded and own-label 
products. 

Turnover rose by nearly 2 
per cent, from £71 million to 
E72 million. Losses per share 
of 0.15p deepened to 6.69p, 
and no interim dividend will 
be paid. 
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Takeover talk fails to stop 
share prices sliding 


INVESTORS spent a roller- 
coasrer session with share 
prices closing lower on the day 
after failing ro hold on to early 
eains. As if mimicking the 
Grand Old Duke of York, rhe 
FTSE 100 index raced almost 
Xi points higher in early 
trading fuelled by fresh take¬ 
over "speculation rhai also 
succeeded in confounding the 
expens. 

But rhe absence of any real 
commitment on the part of 
institutional investors meant 
that the advance was never 
likely to be consolidated. This 
proved to be the case with 
prices coming off quickly 
ahead of rhe start of trading on 
Wall Street where the Dow 
Jones industrial average 
opened sharply lower. 

However, rhe FT5E index 
managed to close above its low 
for the day. At one stage it was 
nursing a loss of -42.3 before 
rallying to finish 225 down at 
5.1oS.3.’ Turnover was a 
healthy LlU billion shares. 
Brokers said much of this was 
generated by year-end book 
squaring by fund managers 
and the covering of short 
positions by traders ahead of 
today’s expiry’ of the options. 

Safeway managed to spon a 
rise of 7bp at 33bbp despite 
the indication from rival 
Asda. up 7b p at !7Sp. that it 
will not be reopening bid 
talks. Asda made its stance on 
the matter known after issuing 
half-year results at the top end 
of City expectations. 

Asda has increased market 
share but continues to fall shy 
of its two biggest rivals. J 
Sainsbury, bp firmer at 510p, 
and Tesco. 3p easier at 4S5p. 
who between them control 
more than 30 per cent of the 
grocery market. 

Guardian Royal Exchange, 
up 16 5 4p at sot the seal 
of approval from several bro¬ 
kers after its acquisition of 
PPP Healthcare this week. 
SBC Warburg Dillon Read 
has upgraded its recommen¬ 
dation from "reduce” to 
“hold”, while HSBC Janies 
Capel has been keen to reiter¬ 
ate its "long-term buy” 
recommendation. 

Not everyone was im¬ 
pressed with this week’s trad¬ 
ing statement from Pearson. 
Merrill Lynch, the broker, has 
moved to downgrade its earn¬ 
ings for the current year and 
the shares responded with a 
fail of 34p at 790p. making it 
the biggest faller among "the 
top 100 companies. 

Merrill says it remains a 
buyer of the stock. Earlier this 



Frank Bruno and waxwork model at Madame Tussaud’s, 
part of Pearson, which led falls in the top 100 companies 


week rival Smith Barney cut 
its profit forecast by almost 10 
per cent to £320 million. 

Positive comments from at 
least two brokers were good 
news for Hays, the employ¬ 
ment and logistics group, 
where the price advanced 23p 
to S38p. Henderson 

Croschwaite has raised its 
profit forecast for the current 
year by £7 million to £IS7 


million, while NatWest Mar¬ 
kets has decided to reiterate its 
recommendation to clients to 
“add" to their holdings. 

An early start to the festive 
season by one senior executive 
at Abbott Laboratories is be¬ 
lieved ro have prompted a 
67 l 2p fall to 705p in Shield 
Diagnostics. Shield, which 
has developed a new tech¬ 
nique for detecting coronary 
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FURTHER evidence of a 
slowdown in the housing 
market from the Building 
Societies Association has 
again knocked investor 
confidence among house¬ 
builders. 

However. Charterhouse 
Tilney. the broker, says that 
investors should not be 
deferred and that there are 
plenty- of opportunities in a 
heavily oversold sector. 

Jonathan Timms, at 
Charterhouse, says that ris¬ 
ing interest rates and news 
of a slowdown in housing 
reservations have taken 
their toll. The sector has 
fallen 13 per cent since 


November, with investors 
paying too little attention to 
the quality of earnings. 

Mr Timms says: “High 
profits in the South East 
will not be maintained on 
new land purchases unless 
there is a further substan¬ 
tial lift in house prices. The 
repeatability of profits in 
the North is being over¬ 
looked.” 

Those tipped include 
Crest Nicholson. * 2 p lighter 
at QS^p. Countryside, un¬ 
changed at I00p. Beazer, 
steady at I62'2p. Persim¬ 
mon. down 4p at J90p. 
Wimpey. Ip up at 99p, and 
Redraw. Ip firmer at 141 ‘2 p. 
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problems at an early stage, 
had been expected to sign a 
joint licensing agreement with 
the American group. But the 
absence of the key executive at 
Abbott means the deal has 
been put on the back burner 
until the new year. 

Country Casuals has again 
been caught in the glare of the 
takeover spotlight, lifting the 
shares 3lp to 122^. Back in 
August its shares fell sharply 
after takeover talks with the 
group's former chief executive, 
Mark Bunce. were aborted. 

A move by troubled 
Dorling Kindersley to cuts 
costs was rewarded with a 
rose of 9>2p to 21Gp. 

IM1 benefited from a “buy" 
recommendation from Soriere 
Generate Strauss Turnbull 
wirb a rise of 12'spat 408hp. 
The broker has set a target 
price for the shares of 450p. 

Positive news from Nestor 
Healthcare sent the shares 
raring away 16p to 193*2 p. The 
group, which provides tempo¬ 
rary healthcare workers, says 
that results for the second half 
will be above management 
expectations. 

News of the proposed share 
buyback provided a rise of 
l*ap to 1024p at Pentiand 
Group. The footwear ' and 
leisure group is aiming to buy 
back 36 million shares. 

Oasis Stores continued to 
reel from this week's profits 
warning with the price ending 
the session 7‘ip down at 
IZZ^p, stretching the deficit of 
the past two days to 63p. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Bond 
prices continued to make 
headway, reflecting similar 
gains on other European bond 
markets in the wake of the 
Bundesbank’s derision to peg 
interest rates. 

A positive start to trading by 
US Treasury bonds on the 
back of a better performance 
by the dollar against the yen 
also provided added stimulus. 

In the futures pit. the March 
series of the long gilt rose five 
ticks to £121*4 in thin trading. 

Among conventional issues. 
Treasury 8 per cent 2021 
finished £ ,s 32 better at 
£L21 7 32. while at the shorter 
end Treasury 7 per cent 2002 
put on a couple of ticks at 
EI01 2S 32. 

□ NEW YORK: The Dow 
Jones industrial average 
slipped more than 50 points in 
morning trading, prompting a 
second round of New York 
Stock Exchange program- 
trade curbs. The index was 
down 30.84 points to 7.92657 
at midday. 
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270 

M archpole 

1164 

Market Link Pub! - 

55 

Northern Recrunnr 

]384 ... 

Property Asset 

7 

RaiweCookerCmpny 64 ... 

Rapid Technology 

944 + 2 

Rarorback Vehicles 

JQ24 

SCS Upholstery 

1114 

Saatchl & Saatchi 

113 -fr 4 

Savoy assct Mngmt 

1134 

Seascope Shipping 

2524 

Second Scot Zr Dv 

994 

Second Scottish 

1034 + 4 

Svmer 

234 

Terra • 

1754 

Vanguard Med wd 

434 fr l 

fiKsafi#]® 


n Group n Ip (640) 

2384 fr 434 

Taylor NIsn n/p (&Q) 

ir. ♦ 1 

MJUOft CHANGES 

RISES: 


Danka Bs Sys . 

213p(+18'.-p) 

Pressac . 

. 307p(+12p) 

Royaibltae... 

280p(-M04*3j 

Scots New.. 

. 785p(+27p] 

BOC .. 

3S7p(+32p) 

Hays.-. 

. 838p (+23p) 

Granada. 

921p l+20p} 

FALLS: 


First Tech. 

. 273p(-12’.-p) 

Marks Spencer. 

. 574p (-6p] 

3T . 

... 467p(-16p) 

Scotia. 

... 345p(-10p) 

Cam Union . 

.. 873p(-25p] 

French Conn. 

:.. 390p(-t0p] 

Argos. 

. 5554-p (-12p) 

Northern Rock. 

. Me'apfOlp) 
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Period 

Open 

High 

Low 

Sett 

Vnl 

Long Gilt 

Dec 17 - 

IJO-17 

120-24 

120-17 

120-24. 

166 

PtbiIou.* open inieres* IK737B 

Mar9s . 

121-05 

121-14 

121-00 

121-09 

34772 

German Govt Bond (Bund) 
F7CVUMU open Inieran 250P2 

MW 19 . 
Jun*. 

KMJ2 

104.78 

104 J2 

104.72 

104.J4 

89002 

0 

German Govt Bond (Bob!) 
Previous open Inieres 18032 

Mar*h» . 
Jun U8 _ 

I03ff8 

104.10 

I0.L86 

104 jn 
IDJA9 

4672 

0 

Italian Govt Bond (BTP) 

Previous open lateral ll«*0 

Mar<W . 
Jun 48 _ 

115.42 

1I5JZ 

115.41 

115.75 
113.10 

28621 

0 

Japanese Govt Bond (JGB) 

Mat 66 . 
Jun ob _ 

I3P.75 
120 J> 

129.02 
120 J9 

120.75 

I29JH 

□937 

129-7765 

1451 

Three Mth Sterling 

MM<W . 


02JS 

02J6 

92J6 

10510 

iunvw . 

dirt 

02.48 

<CL45 

0146 

919S 

Previous open interest r»7T76« 

SepUB _ 

«*J 

92*4 

92*2 

92*2 

7901 

Three Mih Euromark 

Mar 08 . 

06.1b 

06-11 

06.16 

9620 

36*7 

Previous open Interest 1787467 

Jun >« . 

05.07 

06JW 

9S.07 

9x03 

38938 

Three Mih Eurofira 

MV« . 

04*1 

04ar» 

■U6I 

94*8 

18572 

Previous open interest 5407 l f > 

Junw _ 

05 X3 

05-30 

OS_23 

0529 

8418 

Three Mth Euroswiss 

Mar<K 


06.20 

•A22 

9826 

4992 

Prerious open interest llffiw 

Jun*» _ 

0510 

08.IJ 

•K07 

08.11 

2363 

Three Mth ECU 

Mwos 

05 JO 

05.52 

95 JO 

95.51 

610 

Previous open Interest 32287 

Jun os _ 

05.40 

0S31 

95.49 

95 49 

178 

FTSE 100 

DecOT . 

52160 

5236J3 

SlbOO 

5178* 

ItGtD 

Previous open interest TCPIO 

Mat* . 

52RXO 

52WA> 

S2JI* 

52OT3 

14314 

MONEYRATES (%J . 


I. ” .’ 



Base Rates: Clearing Banks 7'. Finance Hve 75 

Dheanaf Market Loans O/ntgftc Hlglu T- It** *'■ Week rued:: 

Trtasory Bills (Dis):Buy. 2 mih 6"»: 3 mih o". Sell: 2 mth 6".; j mUu (r">. 


Sterling Money Rales: 
interbank: 

Ovemtghc open 7'^ close' 

Local Authority Dcp« 
Sterling CDs 
Do tor CDs: 

Bonding Sod fly CDs: 


1 adfe 

2 mOi 

3 mth 

6 mth 

12 mih 

r.=7-^ 

r%-7'.: 

7"k-7V- 

T.-T. 


F=7% 

TwT, 

7V7**o 

T'm-T. 

VwT. 

r«-7% 


r--7“- 

7”.-7’. 

7".-r. 

7”v 

nra 

7"= 

r. 

T. 

TwT. 

fftr" *: 

7”i.-7*- 

TrT. 


5A5 

n/a 

8.82 

SSI 

5.93 

7-U-7--.. 

7*--7% 

7"r 7 r = 

7"c-7".- 



EUROPEAN MONEY DEPOSITS 


so J8-- 81, 
S2V U? « 

Cnrrmy 

. day 

1 mih 

3nuh 

0 auh 

CaU 

13 16 % ir. 
Iff: if. 2S 
?. ff; n I 

Dolhr 

SV5% 

5"„"_ 



S’r4>. 

Ontetemirlt; 

jvr. 

JV3V 

3V3-- 

3".-". 

4-3 

nv is . -.7 

Fmdi Fianr 

3'.-3% 

r.-j; 

j'wr-i 

3'.-3*. 

3vr. 

24 <£ SS 

Swiss Franc 

vs 

I'rl'a 

I’tolV 

IV ft 

I'j-’j 

61 □ f4 

12 41'- fj 

Vent 

V- 


VS 

V‘. 

1 -par 


GOLD/PRECIOUS METALS (Bard & Co), 


BoOion: Open S2k7.IO-2S7.40 Close: S284.S024000 High: S24CL3i>240aU 
Low S28b tO-287.10 AM;S2S7 05 PM: $24100 
Krugerrand: S2«M«V29ii.OO 1C 174 0D-I8UT4 

Ptadnnnr. S355J30IL2I43XJ) Siher SbJJO (0*051 PaDadhtDE $14000 {£.114.9^ 


STERLING SPOT AND FORWARD RATES v 



Food for thought 


SELLING with personality is part of the Asda 
mission statement and thegrmip"s chairman. 
Archie Norman, gave a shining example 
yesterday as he attempted to sell the notion 
that a merger with Safeway was yesterday's 
story'. The City remains unconvinced, dazzled 
by the prospect of a food retailer with a sales 
clout that could rival Tesco. 

There lies the problem. Sales growth at 
Asda is remarkable, outpacing Safeway and 
the imploding Kwik Save, but also showing a 
clean pair of heels to Tesco and Sainsbury. 
The company is stealing customers from 
rivals, entidng diem in with cheap prices and 
take-away food. The gross margin remains a 
good two to three points below its rivals but 
faster sales growth is the compensation. 

Asda could keep the engine racing for 
another two years but a bid for Safeway 




SJL, Asda and Safeway might prompt,a 
KSfhffton Tesco, if only to spoiland 
H?wSfeSdtes referrals to the Monopolies 

SSfSwhSd. When landayaaahffiq,; 
S^cmtstSn the expansion of rts hyper¬ 
markets. If Asda is not to put its cash 3 ^, 
tanking or overseas ventures, n twil the" 
SSf returning it to sharetate or hgjng 
safewav The bets a** ShK 00 the latter but in 
Se meantime it is the best buy in the sector. 


Ferguson 


FERGUSON International 
is in a mess and investors 
should dear out while they 
can. Hie company is beset 
not just by bad markets but 
by poor management The 
cancelled dividend that ac¬ 
companied the label maker's 
third profits warning in six 
months provides a dear 
message. Even yesterday's 27 
per cent share price fall does 
not fully reflect its problems. 

Put succinctly. Ferguson is 
doing a bad job in bad 
markets with too many 
people while haemorrhaging 
management and cash. Dis¬ 
ruption caused by moving its 
food labelling operation to a 
new plant m North West 
London has led to serious 
quality problems, such as 
leaving bar codes off labels. 
Hardly the way to impress 
powerful customers. Fergu¬ 
son is blaming the rest of the 


expected £!0 million sales 
shortfall on a slowdown in 
clothing sales. 

The merry-go-round con¬ 
tinues at the top: Stephen 
Giitteridge is the third chief 
executive in two years. Mean¬ 
while, poor working capital 
controls and heavy but ques¬ 
tionable investment, includ¬ 
ing a plant in Sri Lanka, have 
led to a worrying cash out¬ 


flow. Mr Guneridgc’s sol¬ 
ution is 150 redundancies; 
and he is th re ate n i n g many 
more. Optimists might hope 
for a takeover to put Fergu¬ 
son out of its misery, but - 
pessimists fear competitors’ 
would be happy to see it go 
out of business. Investors 
should take what they can fa 
the market rather than risk- 
further disappointment 


STICKY LABELS 


j— E50p| 

j.f™ 

- 4BO 


FTSE aU-sbafe r 
Index treb 3sed)f .. 



400 


J—.300 


I- 2S0 

j— 200 


I*'Vi*/- fev i uoa 

1 1993 1994 r 1995 1995 1995 


-1 


8- 


Cadbuiy 

Schweppes 

POOR old Cadbury- 
Schweppes looks as if it is 
being forced into the bottling 
business and there is a danger 
it may pay tQ0 much for tire 
privilege. Cadbury owns 7-Up 
and Dr Pepper and once 
thought that owning brands 
was good enough. However, it 
appears that in America con¬ 
trol of distribution is in the 
hands of bottlers. The two 
titans of the US soft drinks 
market. Coke and Pepsi, have 
strategic interests in bottling 
concerns, leaving Cadbury 
struggling with a disparate 
bunch of low-margin and 
Inefficient independents. 

Cadbuiy now seems to have 
resigned itself to throwing 
money at the problem. Two 
Mid-West battlers are said to 
be on the block and logic 
would suggest a merger of the 
two. Cadbury has a strong 
interest in seeing such an 
outcome and ensuring that it 
is successful but the issue is 


price. Bottling is a cash- 
generative, low-margin and 
low-return business, ripe for 
the slash-and-bum treatment 
of a Wall Street venture 
capitalist That, of course is 
the last thing Cadbury 
wants: die company's US soft 
drinks brands lost ground in 
the first half of the year, 
growing only 1 per cent 
What Cadbuiy wants is a 
long-term investor that is 
prepared to spend money on 
building market share. 

That points the finger ai 
Cadbuiy itself, which has 
cash in the bank. Unfortu¬ 
nately, it may mean that 
Cadbury will have to pay a 
high price to keep out assef- 
strippers and slowly nurse 
the bottling businesses to 
health. Not an attractive 
prospect for a company that 
needs to show investors good 
figures short-term. 

Reg Vardy 

FLOGGING second-hand 
motors has never command¬ 
ed much respect in the City. 


Reg Vardy admits that its av¬ 
erage margins are between 1 
and 2 per cent, a return flat' 
can quickly turn negative if 
the wind changes. 

The City's deep suspicion 
of car traders was demon¬ 
strated yesterday, when Reg 
Vardy revealed a thumping' 
rise in sales, a successful ex¬ 
pansion strategy and a 
healthy rise in profits. The 
shares promptly fell 7p. A 
slowdown in growth disap¬ 
pointed, altiiou^h Vardy said 
nearly El million had been" 
lost through reorganisation 
in its Wolverhampton dealer¬ 
ship and... the Diana effect. 

. Fears of interest rate rises are, 
also keeping the funds aw ay: 

But if you want to back a' 
car dealer. Vardy is worth a 
lode. As even stronger com¬ 
panies quit the sector and its 
domineering manufacturers, 
Vardy’s market share and 
profits should grow. Bui be¬ 
ware: if the City continues to 
sniff at the shares, it could be 
a bumpy ride. 

Edited by Carl Mortished 
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Mkt Rales far Dec in 

Amsterdam....— 

Brussels __ 

Copenhagen- 

Dublin - - 

FfanJduxl__— 

Lisbon—.- 

Madrid_ 

Milan —-- 

MwurtsJ- ... 

Nr*r York___ 

Oslo__ 

Paris.... 

Stockholm -- 

Tofcjro_ 

Vienna- 

Zurich..— 

SonneDftl 


Range 

Ore* 

l month 

3 month 

EMI 

Energy Gp 

3.700 

3*00 

3JCH7-3JI07 

3_5158-23194 

I'-lpr 

JVJVpr 

Eruerproll 

IJOO 

MU70*0.7«0 

60 W. 5-60.785 

22-17pr 

V’.pr 

62-55 pr 

GKN ■ 

493 

ll.10Mt.233 

iijiwi.2aj 

l-«pr 

CKE 

11.100 

1.1318-1.1453 

M4I.-I.H3A 

I4*7pr 

SM3pr 

GUS 

3.100 

29312-29449 

20419-29453 

v.pr 

2V2%pr 

Gen Art 

-994 

299.«»-.5UlJO 

300 84-SJ U4 

>-%pr 

Vipr 

Gen Elec 

6,700 

24R 18-249.44 

240.n-249_»4 

e> 1-5 Ipr 

ini-tbzpr 

GlBAOWdl 


28820-23029 

2887.7-2801.0 

■K>24pr 

121 -oopr 

Granada 

ssn 

i34R9-23M>4 

2Jb4l-2.1nb4 

u*14L»pr 

120 - 1.1 Ipr 

HSBC . 

3J00 

l.bS(4-l*612 

l 6bOM*bl2 0 22a-dW7pr a728-0.tfl?pr 
12U22-I2D32 r%pr IVIpr 

Hall lax . 

2800 

11.949-12034 

Hays 

JAOP 

9.3iXvo.8720 

o.SSOtMjjuDi 

3V3Spr 


IC1 

I^tB 

12765-I2H90 

12^10-12899 

v.pr 

■r'.pr 

Kfogflsher 

2900 


21Qa>2!3J4 . 213317-213.34 IVI'^r _ 

31*18-33722 JSJ.t^OT 722 V\pr 2VI’OTr 

2J7S7-i3S« ZJSit-imw IVl'-pr 3V3’,pr 

Premium ■ pr. Discount • ill 




Australia- 

Austria- 

Belgium (Coml- 

Canada -— 


Denmark 
France — 


Germany _ 
Hong Kong 

Ireland- 

Italy- 

Japan 


Malaysia — 
Netherlands 

Norway- 

Portugal 


Singapore _ 

Spain___ 

Sweden — 
Switzerland 


_ 1.5110-13121 

_12.47-12.47 

-3637-5x58 

__ 1.4230-1 A2M 
6.7492-0.7512 
5l.Q3S5-S.4365 
„ 1.7726-1.7730 
7 “485-7.7445 
1.4515-1/4565 
.. 1738.7D-174T.30 
128.13-12K23 
_ 17W0-J.7940 
— LW7M.9991 
72417-7.2467 
18127-18)32 
1*680-1*710 
.... IjaW-IJUM 
_ 7.7566-7.7616 
1.4376-1X3SI 


QtmSg^BERUWGi' | 


Argentina peso*- 1.6585-1*612 

Australia dollar-23126-23160 

Bahrain dinar-0*1500*240 

Brazil real--l*445-J.8!»J 

China yoan-13316-13.816 

Cyprus pound- 0*4400*680 


Finland mama — 
Greece drachma ... 
Hong Kong dollar 

India rupee- 

Indonesia rupiah 


_. 8.7725-8.9135 

-4560-4663 

12.8493-123587 

-- n/o 

n/a 


Kuwait dinar KD-a4970D3080 

Malaysia rlnggh-bJ75CM>39S4 

New Zealand dollar- UOSI-IKZ93 

pattMan rupee--7UU Buy 

Saudi Arabia rtyal-S.937^uJ725 

Singapore dollar- 2.7662-2.7720 

S AJrtca rand (com)-7.9Z2CF&09I0 

U A E dirham- 5.99256.1285 

Barclays Treasury * Lloyds Bank 


.EI^VOUJMSS 


sa?.' 


31 1J900 

ASDA Gp 1XU30 
Abbey Nil 2*00 
AUncea Lelc 1.100 
Allied Dom i330 
AB foods ijOOO 
BAA 

BAT Inds 
BG 
BOC 
BP 

BSkyB 

BTR 
BT 

BVtof Scot 
Barclays 

Ban 

Billiton - 
Blue Circle 
Boors 
BAe 
BA 

British Land 3.9m 
Brii steel SjOtu 

cuMeWlre 6*00 
Cadbury ...4,900 
Car Inst Cms 7300 
Centrica 12.700 
Cm Union 
Diageo 
Dixons - 


4300 

bJOO 

12300 

2300 

101X0 

7300 

15.700 

I9J00 

6.600 

4.500 

J3CO 

5JOO 

530U 

856 

1.900 

4.000 


763 

izjcn 

3.100 


LASMO 
Ladbroto- 
Land Secs 
legal A Gn 


3.100 
7*00 

1.100 
1.700 


UoydsTSB 16*00 
LucaSVarlty 5*00 
Mails Spr 8300 
NalWst Bk 8300 
Nat Gild 1.700 
Nat Power X4oa 
Nor 3.100 

Nrwch Un 10300 
Nycmd Amr l.ioo 
Orange 614 
P&O ’ 3300 
Pearson 2300 
PowerGen 1400 
Prudential 5300 
RMC 286 

Rail track 4*00 
Rank Group XSOO 
Reckiircol 756 
Reedlnd 2300 
RentoWl 2,400 
Reuters 1.700 
RIoTtnio 2*00 
Rolls Royce 9*oo 
Royal A Sun 3300 
Ryl Bk SCI I4J300 
Saleway 
Sainsbury 
Schraders 
Sana New 
Scot Power 
S*m Trent 
shell Trans >5300 
Sletoe 373 

SmKIBch. 15300 
Smllhs inds 673 
Std Choitd 
Sun life. 

TIGp 
TescO 
Thames w 
Tom Wits 
Unlkvw 
uid utilities 1.800 
Utd News 5.10) 
Vodafone. 
Whitbread 
Williams 
Wolwfey 
Woolwfeh 
Zeneca 


6.100 

5300 

IS* 

1300 

5300 

749 


2 ff» 
1300 
2300 
6,700 
758 
15,600 
5,500 


13300 

815 

5300 

408 

8.900 

3X00 


k -f 


DrcB 

midday 


DtcV 

daw 


AMP Inc 
AMR Corp 
AT * T 
Abbctr Lab) 
Advanced Mtau 
Vraa Life 
Abmamm (HF) 


Air Prod * Chem 7«f« 
AliToudi Comm ». 
AlbotsonS 46 
Alcan AJamiun 
Allied SigOAl 
Alum Co at Am 
Amends Hen 
AEP 

Ainer opnss 
Ana cenl Carp 
Amer Home Pr 
Amer Inti 


41”, 4l K » 
12®°, IJO*. 
5T» 57%. 
btr, 67% 
Iff, irs. 
W* 73% 
46% 66. 


77 

37”. 
46'. 
IT. IT, 
W. 36N. 
TIP. 71% 
51". 51% 
51% SO*. 

w. w. 

.S4". 55% 
74% 75% 

tor-105% 


2D% 

40 


Amer Stoics 
A m er Stan dard 
Amnttdi 
Amtten 
Amoco 
Andrew corp 
Anhcum-Bovdi 
Appk Oonraiuer 
Amber DanJdi 
ArmcD 

Aonrtme wrla 

Aureo 

AU WctUfctd 
Aimet Corp 
Amo Data Pro 
Amy Dennison 
Avon Prod oca 
Rater Hufffta 
BaUm Gas ft El 
Banc Our 
BankAnuria 
Bank ot NT 
Banters Tr Ny 
Bamea Bank) 
teuxb & Lamb 
toww tall 

teem Dtdcnsn 
Bed Ails one 
BeOSmUh 
SUck a Dcdter 
BlOdC IRAK) 

Boeing 

Boise Cascade 
Boston seksi 
BrtwoJ Myn Sq 
gre ornipg Banc 
BrucewSdL 

Burlblglon Nllrn iss. 44 
CMS Enemy aup « or, 
CPC un IDS'. 104% 

CS* M'S. S4“« 

CSS Corp Iff. K 

CamptocU Soup S7 1 . SSS. 
Cteotam Pare «J. 4CT. 
fl. OOCD 
caterpillar 
ceooal S SW 
csainptoo inil 
Chase Manbai 
Chevron corp 

emptier 
Qiuhh Corp 
Ogm Co/p 
cmcoip 
dorm 

C oonal Corp 
Cora CMa 
Cora CMa Em 
CMinuPalm 

Columbia Gas 
ColumtrtaHCA 

Comm coup 
Comp Ass tin 


3P. 
40) 
81% 
ST- 53*. 
84*i 85-. 
2J% 2J% 

«*. 4P. 

iy%. u". 
21 ". 21 % 
4“. 4"a 
74' 1 . 74% 
IT 23%. 
TV. 7B% 
Iff. Iff*. 
M% 55*. 
43% 42% 
bl 62 
41*. 41% 
31 u . Jli. 
SP. SS“» 
75% 7S%» 
5S% J7»« 
121 % <24=. 
7r. 73%. 
34". iff. 
4ff%> 49*. 
51% 

w, w. 
50 55% 

Jff. Jff. . 
4ff- 44% 
49% 5DV 
» . nr. 
42% «■, 
V. 44”. 
3S». 30 
29% 3% 


CDnngR 
cons Edison 
Chb fiat Gas 
Cooper tods . 

Corrsuuo 
Oomlng UK 
OMe CredU 
cmar FTnl 
awns CMC 
Dana corp 
Dayuw Ruo»n 
Deere 

Della Air Lines 
DehoeGoip • 

Dfehal Equip . 

DUtort Dept 51 
Disney (witt) 

Dominion Rn 
Donelley (RM 
Dom Cop 
Dr*» Chanlral 
m« Jones 
Dreuer 
Dute Ptnccr 
Dun » snasner 3h 
Du pom bi « 

Euuan atem 58 1 . SR 1 . 
Eaunan Kulak wi sft 


60% 61% 
48". Sir. 
v. av. 
44% 45% 
III'. 112 
7P. 74% 
3Vm 36". 
77% 7r. 

161% 163*. 
T*P% 131% 
77”. 7*%, 
5ff%. eo 
65% 65”. 
TT. 30% 
MS 
W. W. 
tt** Tr. 
54% 5F. 
W- 51% 
» 3ff. 
4CP." 4CP- 
54-_ 59% 
4ffy srr. 
PI'- 81'. 
Jh . 17% 
41 40% 

56 55% 

3T*. SCt 
46 45 1 '. 

67% 67 
S6 56% 
116”. IIP.. 
Sfo 38%» 
37%. 38% 
39, 3P. 
97. W. 

40 % or, 
37 r% 
34% 
98 99% 

55% 55% 
41 40%. 

53%. Sff. 


Dec S Dec 17 
TTuddn* dose 


fxmn Co/p 
Edison uu 
DM Data Sts 
Emenon Dec 
Engettumi Corp 
Enron Carp 
Entergy 
Ethyl COrp 
Ezzoa 
FMC Corp 
FPL Group 
Federal Express 


"2 9?. 

3ff* 

42%. C 
str. 5ef, 
lv% Iff. 
39”. jr» 
27". I7*i 

8 r. 

63*. 62% 
64”. 64*1 
S7% 57% 

W- eo% 


73”. 
Iff. 34%. 
48% 48". 
3ff. J9 
36% 36%. 

UK 41% 
50% 5V. 
59% or. 
M% S4% 
3% Zff. 
B5K W% 
74”. 7J% 
74%. 75*. 
64'. 64V 


Fifth TUnl Banc 80% 

«m RbI Grp 73% 

Fluor Corp iff. 

Ford Motor 48% 

Fore James 
Fortune Brands 
Franklin Res 
GTE Corp 
Can nr* 

Gap Inc Dd 
Gateway 2000 
Geo Dynamic? 

Gen Eteortc 
Gen Mills 
Gen Moron 
Gen Rrinsorance m r-_2Jt>% 
Gen SlemJ 41". 4I%» 
Genuine Pam it. » . 
Geonpa PK 61 % 63 
GUcoe Tr. Ml'. 

Glaxo Welle ADR 47% 47K 
Goodrich (BR 4?. 4F. 
coodhar lire 64% or. 
Grrai Lake 44’. 44% 
Hambunon 50% 90*. 
Hartoun General S3 1 . ST. 
Heinz (HD 52% 

Hercules 48" 

Henftey poods bis 
Hewtm Packard bP. 

HUloa Hotels 
Hone Depot 
HoniBate Mng 
Hantywcll 
Homtbold I /ul 
Houston inds 
Humana 
ITT Corp 
Ikwi otnee 
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y As‘inflation 
nutters’ go, 
the Chancellor 
couldbe 
the biggest 
of than all 


G ordon Brown’s tes¬ 
timony to the Trea¬ 
sury Select Com¬ 
mittee this week 
.' J was a revelation. Rjc- more 
than two hoars, the Chancrf - 
lor was buffeted by MPs on aD 
\ sides of the political divide. He 
v, was pronounced guilty erf dan¬ 
gerous social ejigmeer in g for 
cutting benefits to Jane moth- 
•: \rs. accused ctf penalising pra- 
. Sent savers by planning an 
" upper limit on Individual Sav- 
- ing Accounts (ISAs), lambast¬ 
ed for letting down pensioners, 
called to account for faflingto 

Budget Report, goaded for 
- raking an unduly pessimistic 
; view of public ■ finances and 
Mamed for sterling's sfrengfe. 

But, whatever the line of 
attack. Mr Brown hammered 
home the same message with 
awesome co nsi stency. What 
the country needs, beyond aB 
else, is stability with low 
1 inflation. Pensioners should 
‘ not be unduly worried that 
rising coundi tax bQb are set 
to dwarf theirwinter-warmer 
payments. What they need is a 
"stable economy with low 
inflation'*. Exporters are'un¬ 
derstandably worried about 
the street of the poand bat > 
what realW. .manors is tint, 
sterling is raping to control 
. inflation, is the most 

important thing tor fte-ubem- 
played. Companies wffl not 
invest if they fed dial inflation 
is getting out of control. 

The thought suddenly ace-" 
urred that Mr Browns deci¬ 
sion to hand over newer toset 
interest rates to me inflation. 
nutters at the tank of England 
may have been uttoty in-, 
spired. It may have saved us' 
from the greatest inflation 
nutter of them aH. ; 

Mr Brown is a man pos- 
Jfssed by old Labour demons. 
We, like so many other potiti- 
riara and ecoaontistrof tins 
generation, is obse ss ed with 
the eoonomic mismanagement 
of the 19B0i when the strength 
of growth was woefulty under- 
-- estimated, the Government 
pumped up demand for dee* 
tora) reasons inflation eqricd- 
ed and bust fallowed. As if this 
horror was notenoo£i to keep 
the Chancellor awake wrogfct. 

he is desperately hung Upon 
old Labour's reputation as the 
party that spent and taxed its 
way out of trouble. 

At the Thesany Seta* Com¬ 
mittee tins week. Mr Brown 
yas quietly and firmly taken 
'to task by Ruth K/efly, Labour 
MP for Boftan West who has 
the unique vantage point of 
having come to the Commons 
from die Bank of England. 
Her point was tital the Chan- 
cellor appeared to haws adopt¬ 
ed the znost pessimistic 
assumptions possible an the 
public finances. She noted that 
the Chancellor's fiscal 


a 


Ling may 
winter 
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Gordon Brown was dapped into theTreasury cm May 2 on a ticket of radical supply side change to the labour market and the welfare state 


arithmetic was based an the 
assumption that die sustain¬ 
able growth rale of the econo¬ 
my is 225 per cent, a few 
figure given that-growth has 
averted 25 per cent over the 
past SO years. She asked why 
the Cbanceflor was not taking 
htio account the considerable, 
temporary inflows to the Ex¬ 
chequer from the abolition of 
advance cnpnatkni tax 
,(ACT), why the Treasury was 
as s umin g a long-term dewn- 
tiend in VAT receipts and 
whether it was^realistic to 
e x pe rt no privatisation pro¬ 
ceeds at aH The probability 
feat all thesewould turn out at 
the pessimistic end of realistic 
expectations was, Ms Kelly, 
extremely unlikely. 

. Mr Brown seems intent on 
pursuin g an uhra-cautious 
fine on fiscal polkty and, m his 
Pre-Budget Report, seemed to 
be goading the Bank of Eng¬ 
land to do the same; on 
monetary poticty. Whereas Vat 
Bank is looking for inflation to 
fid throughout next-year, the 

Treasury is forecasting a rise, 
despite ex p ectations of a sharp 
skrwdown in domestic growth 
mid a drill, deflationary wind 
Mowing in from Asia. *. 

The acnvictioriLm the City is 
tint the Chancellor wants the 
impending economic slow¬ 
down out of the way as soon as 
possible, exacoh&ted if neces¬ 
sary by maintaining an unnec¬ 
essarily tight squeeze on 
public spending (peritaps,iflre 
is not careful, even, to the point 
<rf recession if Asia has a large 
nr^acQiSotiiatflieecMiontyis: 
growing and TVeasmy acraas 
Swing when -Labour 
about hying to win-a second 
term. This may be unfair 
cynirism. It may be Jtat die 
Chancellor's demons have 


genuinely got the better of 
him. Whatever the truth of his 
thinking, excessive prudence, 
has its dangers, not least to his 
own longterm programme of 
nricroecoioouc reform. Seek¬ 
ing further im proveme nt to 
the supply side of the econo¬ 
my, to ensure that the econo¬ 
my can deliver more growth 
and jobs in the future, is an 
admirable aim but. if the 
macroeponamy lets him down. 
Mr Brown will fafl. 

Above- afl, he needs the 
economy to enjoy a soft land¬ 
ing. The Chancellor told the 
Seta? C o m mi t te e that low 
inflation was tire most impor¬ 
tant ingredient for those reek¬ 
ing ‘ jobs and wondering 
whefeer to invest — but eco¬ 
nomic growth is the prerequi¬ 
site for both. Companies do 
not invest because of low 


inflation but because they see 
demand ahead. They employ 
people for the same reason. 

Mr Brown is. of course, set 
on being powerless to deter¬ 
mine whether the economy's 
landing is hard or soft He has 
voluntarily snapped himself 
into a Conservative strai jack¬ 
et on fiscal policy (and means 
to hamstring himself _ in the 
longer-term through his fiscal 
responsibility code) and hand¬ 
ed monetary policy to the 
Bank. It may come as a relief 
to some that politicians cannot 
entirely have their wicked way 
with fee economic cycle but 
the thought that we have never 
been so dependent on the good 
sense of a group of academic 
economists sitting in Thread- 
needle Street does make one a 
little queasy. Mr Brown’S det¬ 
ermination to have nothing to 



Introducing ISA: Geoffrey Robinson at the unveiling 


do with running macroeco¬ 
nomic policy is a big gamble 
and one that defines his Chan¬ 
cellorship so far. It may be 
proved foolhardy but it is. 
without doubt, definite. It is 
also a very different type of 
inactivity to the sort employed 
by Kenneth Clarke, who put 
the macroeconomy on cruise 
control, when it needed noth¬ 
ing else, and left the micro- 
economy alone in the dog days 
of a Government that had no 
policy ideas left and no will to 
think, up new ones. 

Mr Brown’s people may not 
be running the economy but 
they are feverishly busy. Their 
belief; long before they were 
clapped into the Treasury on 
May 2, was that a well- 
managed macroeconomic pol¬ 
icy was the bare minimum for 
a reforming government and 
should take up as little time as 
possible. They argued feat 
they would stand or fall on 
whether they could push 
through radial supply side 
change to the labour market 
and to the welfare state. 

How much is actually get¬ 
ting done is extremely difficult 
to tell and we will have to wait 
for the findings of- various 
reviews and special commit¬ 
tees but, before they report a 
definite pattern of priorities 
has emerged. Even within the 
existing control total. Mr 
Brown has shown that he 
means to redistribute public 
spending to priority areas. The 
lone mothers episode is only 
the first skirmish in a drive to 
save money on benefits (per¬ 
manent savings if more return 
to the labour force) and re- 
channel it into education, edu¬ 
cation, education. 

Perhaps more surprisingly, 
the Chancellor is not averse to 


old-fashioned income redistri¬ 
bution, a fact feat ought to 
cheer some of those critics 
■ from the left who voted against 
the Government last week. For 
all the public relations incom¬ 
petence of the launch of ISAs, 
led by Geoffrey Robinson, the 
beleaguered Paymaster Gen¬ 
eral (and. of course, the breach 
of trust with existing savers). 
Mr Brown is perfectly within 
his rights to deride that the 
Government has better things 
to spend its money on than tax 
relief for top rate taxpayers. 

Mr Brown's team has admi¬ 
rable conviction and vigour 
but the ISA episode offers 
warning signals. For a Chan¬ 
cellor committed to long-term 
structural reform, fee new 
policy seemed to be hopelessly- 
short on detail (even as a 
consultative document) and its 
launch almost farcical, with 
nobody able to answer de¬ 
tailed questions. 

It makes one wonder wheth¬ 
er polity malting has become 
too centralised in Mr Brown's 
office of special advisers or, on 
the other hand, contracted out 
to the great and good of fee 
private sector, who may be 
bright and able but do have 
their hands full running large 
businesses. It also begs fee 
question whether the detailed 
technical knowledge of Trea¬ 
sury civil servants is being 
mobilised as it should be. 

Despite Mr Brown's oft- 
repeafed desire for more open 
government, there is a closed- 
minded streak, a “you are 
either wife us or against us" 
mentality that sometimes bor¬ 
ders on paranoia. Given that 
this Chancellor is so keen to 
consult widely, this attitude 
cannot be healthy for fee 
success of his programme. 


ONE good thmg about afl . the 
advertisements for perfume, alcohol 
and toys that swamp our tstevjs®a 
screens at titis time .of year fe jhat * 
they keep the.odkms "The Man from 
fee Pro" stats off fee box. These, of 
Vviurse, feature Sir Peter Davis m 
various rotated poses — reading a 
book, walking by the beach, m faa 
everything but keeping a dose eye on 
his direct safes operation. 

Who came up. wife these great 
adverts aadivfenpersuaded Sir Peftr 
to feature hwariff-ta than? The trial 
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leads to fee advertising agency 
Abbott Mead Vickers (or 
AMV/BDDO to fee qfiaonadas] 
which came up wife fee campaign 

and happens to employ a diap called 
Matt Davis —'sonof Sir Peter. 

• I AM afraid the gloriously named 
new head of the French employers' 
federation , Baron Ernest "Antoine" 
deSeiOierb de iaborde, has been ex¬ 
posed as a softy. Antoine — who it 
emerged recently is a dose personal 
friend of Lionel Josphu the Socialist 
Prime Minister — was elected on 
Tuesday, promising that he had a 
"killer insticT. Now if has emerged 

Mot the prize possessions at his Paris 

flat, are four, teddy bears, he has 
owned since childhood — Bruno. 
Francois, Mustafa and Robert. 

Meanies 

T SEE fee ghosts erf Christmas past 
present and future have some work 
to do. The Pay Umt an¬ 
nounced hs iWgroogeawarfe for 
the hardest-hearted employers, offer¬ 
ing *e worst deals to diear staff. 
Among the nominees area car park 
cpjnpamr ih fee Midlands, which 
'St its staff E2.74 an hour 
while charging a local auth °"2 r 
C20 an hour for fee same employee. 



a firm of painters and decorators, 
which'told a new employee she 
would be paid wily £2 an hour dup¬ 
ing a two-week trial-then extended 
the trial period to six months, and a 
security company in Middlesex, 
which refused to pay a guard for 40 
hours work over a weekend. But the 
prize goes to Square Deal Timber in 
Somerset which employs a dozen 
staff at £3 an hour wife no overtime, 
holiday or sick. pay. It is dosing for 
twoweeks oyer Christmas told is not 
paying its employees a penny. 

Sans liberty 

TIME, for ah update on fee Denis 
Cassidy index. As I pointed out a 
couple of months ago, fee Tyneside 


tycoon who used to run British 
Homes Stores and Boddingtons is 
not having a happy time of it wife the 
companies that now occupy his time. 
When this index was launched. 
Cassidy became agitated, but his at¬ 
tention was soon distracted thanks to 
the action of fee Stewart-Liberty fam¬ 
ily and Bryan Myerson to have him 
removed as chairman of Liberty's. 
This was both good for the index—as 
Cassidy’s stuggle put some zest into 
Liberty shares. But he lost fee fight 
and liberty has now to be removed 
from fee list 

Now there is further bad news. Oli¬ 
vers, the shoe chain Cassidy chairs, 
last weds lost the battle to take over 
Sears’s Shoe Express. And yesterday 
feat fine label maker Ferguson — 
chairman D Cassidy — lost nearly a 
third of its value after a profit warn¬ 
ing. Cassidy is planning to retire 
from Ferguson’s board next year, 
presumably to lick his wounds. 


Believable 

FOR a few years now Lord Grade, 
five days short of his 91st birthday, 
has been talking with his customary 
enthusiasm about his latest project, a 
film called Something to Believe In. 
Now it is ’actually going to see the 
light of day. The film — “no sex. no 
violence, no bad language" has fin¬ 
ished shooting. The a gar-chomping 
Lew has already sold continental 
European rights to fee Kirch group 
of Germany and there is consider¬ 
able interest from other parts of fee 


world. The film, featuring everyone 
from Tom Conti and Placido Domin¬ 
go to Maria Pitillo. is a serious tear- 
jerker featuring a terminally ill 
blackjack dealer from Las Vegas and 
a weeping Madonna in Italy. It is 
much more likely to be a hit than 
some of Lew's other pictures — such 
as Raise The Titantic. Lew always 
says, with the wisdom of hindsight, 
that it would have cost less to lower 
fee Atlantic. And to prove age does 
not wither him. Lew is also on fee 
verge of getting a three-year exten¬ 
sion to his contract advising a "for¬ 
eign entertainment company” which 
just happens to be Euro Disney. 

Jason Nisse 
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Accountants 
seek theme 
to symbolise 
their union 

Jon Ashworth reads the runes 
for KPMG and Ernst & Young 

N ot fee artist former- tenders usually come dowi 
ty known as Prince, to three people anyway." 
so much as fee k’PMr. mA Fn»t t 


N ot fee artist former¬ 
ly known as Prince, 
so much as the 
accountancy firm formally 
known as KPMG and 
Ernst & Young. This time 
next year, two of the oldest 
names in accounting could 
have disappeared — re¬ 
placed by a symbol instant¬ 
ly recognisable anywhere 
in fee world. Sir Tim Bell 
onetime adviser to Baron¬ 
ess Thatcher, has been 
asked to devise an emblem. 

Crafting KPMG and 
Ernst & Young into a univer¬ 
sally acceptable symbol or 
name is but one of the chal¬ 
lenges thrown up by the pro- 
pored merger of the two 
firms—if it goes ahead. Reg¬ 
ulators in Washington and 
Brussels are deliberating 
whether the concentration of 
power in professional ser¬ 
vices has already gone far 
enough. Approval could fol¬ 
low next summer, wife im¬ 
plementation by October 1. 

Colin Shamian. KPMG’s 
UK senior partner, and 
proposed chairman of fee 
international firm, con¬ 
cedes that the fate of the 
deal rests wife fee competi¬ 
tion authorities. The same 
is true of Price Waterhouse 
and Coopers & Lybrand — 
pursuing their own merger. 
Sharman 

is confident . ; i f f , 

of winning ; It- 

the regula- 
tors over. M'y 

“We’re confi- m - • 

dent that we KK-, 
can per- R; ; 'V 

suade them ' 

that not only . 

is this neces- .'Cw? 
sary for us to JL . 

be able to gjX; 

continue to 
be effective 

in the mar- "It 

ket place, but 
also that fee 

worries ■ 

which were ^B I 

expressed in A 

certain nar- M 

row' sectors ^ 

of the mar- Sharman: 

ket about re¬ 
ductions in competition are 
unfounded, and should not 
be allowed to prevent the 
merger taking place.” 

UK finance directors — 
notably at British Airways. 
RentokD InitiaL Bass and 
National Power — have ex¬ 
pressed disquiet at the pro¬ 
posed deals. They say the 
shift from six firms to four 
— or even three, if Arthur 
Andersen were to link wife 
Ddoitte Touche Tohmatsu 
— has worrying implica¬ 
tions. Fees could be forced 
up. and choice reduced. 

Not so, insists Sharman. 
who says the "noise level" 
surrounding the merger is 
largely a UK phenomenon. 
"We have to persuade 
people that what we’re do¬ 
ing is sensible, and is some¬ 
thing which is not going to 
destroy competition. 1 Hunk 
afl fee evidence Is fear it 
isn't.” 

He points to the last 
round of consolidation in 
the Industry, which saw fee 
Big Eight become the Big 
Six. “There is absolutely no 
evidence whatsoever that 
fee reduction from eight to 
six either reduced competi¬ 
tion or resulted in an in¬ 
crease in fee levels. Exactly 
the opposite appears to 
have happened. Audit fees 
in real terms have been fall¬ 
ing. Profits and turnovers 
of fee FTSE-J00 have been 
increasing. Secondly, most 



tenders usually come down 
to three people anyway." 

KPMG and Erast & 
Young have drafted a glob¬ 
al merger agreement, set¬ 
ting out (he terms of the 
merger, and creating the 
new entity. Hie document 
lays down the structure, 
induding a new interna¬ 
tional board, and establish¬ 
es the ground rules for 
selecting a new name. It 
establishes an eight-mem¬ 
ber joint steering commit¬ 
tee to oversee fee imple¬ 
mentation of the merger. 

Wife this in place, 
Sharman and his counter¬ 
parts are free to press ahead 
wife their preparations. 

The case for the merger is 
forcefully argued. Sharman 
says: “You have to look at 
what is happening in fee 
global market place. The 
consolidation in things like 
financial sendees is creat¬ 
ing huge entities which we 
have to audit. Look at fee 
potential scale of the United 
Bank of Switzerland. How 
fee hell are you going to 
audit that if you're not big?" 

The theme runs through 
fee submissions to regula¬ 
tors. Money saved fay pool¬ 
ing resources will be 
pumped into emerging 
economies. KPMG and 
Ernst & 
“* Young each 

spend about 
. V $70 million 

^ a year on 

m.. intemation- 

fl al deveiop- 

, ment Pool- 

. -:\'W „ ing re- 

? sources on 

. V? technology 

andnewser- 
':■> vices could 


perhaps free 
$75 million 


Sharman: confident 


fT-. v I s 75 miflion 

m a year for 
investment 
W I in emerging 

f M markets. 

i ^B Hence the 

L need for a 

B new name 

®— in the 
confident shape of a 
global sym¬ 
bol. As Sharman puts it: 
“We haven’t really changed 
fee way in which we deliver 
services for a hundred 
years. We're about to — 
dramatically. For a hun¬ 
dred years, we've delivered 
our services on paper and 
face to face... The next ten 
to 15 years will see a 
dramatic change in the way 
m which we deliver ser¬ 
vices. TbeyH be on screens. 
Well get paid differently. 
We may well be delivering 
services that we get paid for 
by the number of hits on 
our icon on a screen. Put all 
of feat into a pot. and we 
believe we go for a new 
name and brand." 

So farewell Peat 
Marwick Mitchell Ernst 
and Whinney and other 
history-laden names. One 
possibility is KEY — captur¬ 
ing a little of the existing 
firms, yet providing a sym¬ 
bol in the shape of a key, 
with overtones of unlocking 
fee door to wealth cFeation. 

The regulators could yet 
scupper both sets of deals, 
forcing fee firms to look at 
other fund-raising alterna¬ 
tives. Put simply, a merger 
remains the easiest way of 
raising money. Sharman 
intends to hammer the 
message home. “The regu¬ 
lators have shown every 
sign of being open. Ifsupto 
us to convince them of the 
merits of the case." 


msmmn- m 


“What’s the best way to 
travel on the Internet?” 

Thw’s nofaig pedearta start UneOne. 1 gws you tel and e®y axes 
to Ok Memt art Cm home fnge dree* jw/sragte »tteafecr mfrenensud n 
I you warn to aptareffle reaf worm a mtO as 0 * cybmnrht «•* **d are gwes >nu 
bwtette ad** and rtwmason on to soy. Check m soon. 

TiylioeOfie and the Internet FREE. Gfl Q$Q0 “111 210. 


Age appeaxs to be do barrier for 
the dgar-chomping Lord Grade 
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TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day's close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend- Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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T cte^ gentlemen, 
plwser The worts have a 

not? SS 0ly I*"* do the y 
shew aSS. y when fov cut 

which during 

esttmable reveller - 


Last orders in the lottery saloon 


“die dr£u 1135 announced that 
““drinks are on me". 

giouSwji. ha * Wafad prodi- 
But L 1 * sweetened briefly. 
p ro& ™T v die saloon door is 
open. A blast of cold air 
the 

iaces. The mortgage is 
°^due. the car wont start, the 
JJJhiage is crumbling, the kids 
are unpveraabJe, the job is un- 

sSri^t, in-laws are 

^^8 for Christmas. The party’s 
ov ®r. The pain is tack. 

did d^ese doleful fanta- 
ri^i, trudBe dirough the morbid 
uucjcets of my mind yesterday, as 
|2jni»nent debated the new Lot- 
After all, it is a long 
° ve ™ue piece of remedial legisla¬ 
tion. It frees lottery money to be 
spent on what really matters: 
not buildings. It allows the 


Arts Council to adopt what Chris 
Smith, Culture Secretary, hilari¬ 
ously calls a “holistic approach to 
the quantum total of funding 
available to the aits". What that 
means in English (I think) is that 
lottery money and Treasury 
money now goes into the same pot 

It means, above all, that the 
short-term future of dozens of 
tottering arts organisations is 
probably assured. In the long 
term, of course, die Treasury 
might cut its cultural expenditure 
to a pittance, or the Government 
might divert yet more lottery 
money to "new opportunities" (ie, 
propping up health or education). 
But those are tomorrow's battles. 
The main thing today is that the 
ring-fencing of arts lottery money 
— which lavishly refurbished the¬ 
atres while leaving theatre com¬ 
panies to crash — is abolished. 

We have been through an amaz¬ 
ing three years. We shall not see 


such an era tf conspicuous cultur¬ 
al expenditure again. But now 
time has been called. The bar is 
dosed: the man who bought all the 
drinks has vanished. The era of 
big capital projects is over. Unfor- * 
Ornately, however, one or two 
Stragglers have only just arrived in 
the pub. They were promised free 
booze, and are distraught to dis¬ 
cover that the cellars are dry. 

Most prominent of the latecom¬ 
ers is the South Bank Centre. You 
can understand the frustration of 
the people there. Their grant 
application has been four years in 
discussion. It has been through ’ 
more rewrites than Liz Taylor's 
marriage certificate. Matching 
funding, including a breathtaking 
£17 million gift from Paul HamJyn, 
is rrt place — but precariously 
dependent on a E75 million Arts 
Council lottery grant Last week 
the Arts Council finally said yes. 
More than that, it described Lord 



RICHARD MORRISON 


Rogers’s glass roof scheme as 
“essential and visionary". 

Champagne ail round, then? 
Not exactly. No sooner had the 
Arts Council said yes than it said 
□a Or rather, it issued a statement 
of such Delphic obscurity that only 


intense textual deconstruction, dis¬ 
closed an admission that there is ■ 
actually no money left in the 
lottery kitty to fund such a huge 
capital project Not if the Arts 
Council also wants .to fund equally 
“essential and visionary" building 
projects in Bristol. Gateshead and 
Stratford. 

There followed a nimble rendi¬ 
tion of that famous English gavotte 
Pass the Buck, in which the Arts 
Council appealed to the Culture 
Secretary to finagle an accountan¬ 
cy sleight-of-hand that would al¬ 
low future lottery income to be 
spent now. No way, said Smith: 
The bar is dosed; no more free 
drinks, and definitely no credit. 

That is tough on the South Bank, 
because actually its scheme is 
“essential and visionaiyv Indeed, 
London’s future as a world-class 
musical capital depends on mak¬ 
ing the Festival Hall and Its 
ghastly concrete aprons a place 


where people want to go. Even 
' yesterday secret talks were going 
an to save die scheme. But the 
harsh probability is that the Soutti 
Bank may have missed last orders 
in the lottery saloon. 

I am sorry about that But it was 
an accident waiting to happen. 
The backlash against the “met¬ 
ropolitan snouts in the trough" 
perception of the past three years 

was bound to come. However 
much the lottery may have im¬ 
proved the country’s “cultural 
fabric", there is no doubt that 
several huge lottery handouts have 
been public-relations disasters. We 
now need a period of quiet steady, 
uncontra versial investment in 
qualify performances, audience 
development and arts education. 
No . more grands projets . Just 
hundreds ofpetites victoires. LefS 
hope Smith’s lottery Bill provides 
the basis for them. 


In that respect, one small but 
revolutionaiy innovation ot the 
past three years must be retained. 

That is Arts For Everyone Express, 
Which channelled small grants 
from lottery funds {£ 5.000 maxi¬ 
mum) to amateur and youth 
groups across Britain in a pilot 
scheme this year: At a stroked did 
more to counter the “didst" charge 
against the arts than 50 years ot 
orthodox subsidy. In just three 
months it made 5.325 a warts, 
reaching approximately 240.000 
performers and an estimated audi¬ 
ence of five million. 

Those are astonishing figures 

for an outlay of just E21 million To 
put it in context: the Millennium 
Dome would need to attract 200 
million visitors to produce a com¬ 
parable rerum on its E800 million 
cost The Arts Council is rightly 
criticised for many of its decisions, 
or indecisions. But making this 
vastly wide-ranging scheme work 
was admirable. It must become a 
permanent fixture. There may be 
no more free drinks in the lottery 
saloon. But free peanuts? Those we 
can surely still afford. 


Over the 
top on a 
trapeze 


THEATRE: Gogol’s triumphant contest in hysteria; fairytale premiere for a Sondheim musical; and a curious Bardic transformation ]VIOHStCr 

_ DONALD COOPER 

raving 
loony 

R emember the scruffy fat 
boy who sat on his own 
in the comer of the 


Y ou know it as soon as 
lan McDiarmid scut¬ 
tles on to a set whose 
plank walls and floor 
are so askew, they would 
surprise even the architect 
who was employed by the old 
woman who lived in a shoe. 
Moreover. McDiarmid’s 
Mayor looks like a cross 
between a poisonous prawn 
and a disintegrating ferret, 
and he snaps "a bit of whisht if 
ye please" at his fe How-func¬ 
tionaries. Jonathan Kent's pro¬ 
duction of Gogols great 
comedy is dearly not going to 
be a conventional one. 

Actually, it is hard to say 
what a conventional revival 
would be. This is a play that in 
its time has been directed by 
Stanislavsky and Meyerhold 
and a million Marxists. It has 
been performed realistically, 
farcically, didactically and as a 
horrifying nightmare. It has, I 
suspect, less often been played 
as a grotesque mix of pacy 
knockabout and seedy fun in 
which a Fauntleroy from an 
oddly English St Petersburg is 
mistaken for a government 
inspector by ]9th-century Rus¬ 
sian provincials who have 
borrowed their accents and 
some of their ethics from 
7/tiirtsporrirtg. 

As it turns out, Gogol can 
take it Hie evening is highly 
enjoyable, thanks particularly 
to the imagination of the two 
lead actors and the adaptor. 
John Byrne’S Scots version is 
pretty free. My translation 
does not require the Mayor to 
reprove his education su¬ 
premo for hiring a games 
teacher who has been “caught 
having relations with a piece 
of gymnasium equipment", ie. 
the school's vaulting horse. 
Nor are there references to 
strong wane "with the Ivan the 
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Terrible label" or ridding the 
town of “perverts and Pa¬ 
pists". And Khlestakov, the 
young wastrel the mayor takes 
into his house, should surely 
describe his hostess as “all 
right" not as someone he 
might fancy “if I were on a 
desert island and had my eyes 
put out by a shark”. 

But why complain when you 
get such verve not only foam 
your adaptor but from your 
cast? The relationship between 
McDiarmid's Lord Provost, as 
the Mayor is rechristened, and 
Tom Hollander’s Khlestakov 
is a contest in hysteria. It is 
often over the top. sometimes 
over the big top—yet, wonder 
of wonders, it never becomes 
embarrassing or unfunny. 

Hollander is always the 
overgrown infant, whether he 
is hungry and half-blubbing 
in pettish self-pity, or 
somersaulting in terror from a 
Provost he thanks has come to 
arrest him, or gulping and 
nardssistically gurgling at the 
goodies coming his way, or 
Dashing goofy, greedy smiles 
at the women pursuing him. 
As for McDfarmid. he moves 
from frenzied panic to feral 
glee as Khlestakov succumbs 
to his bribes. His Provost is 
not the “dignified" figure Go¬ 
gol specified. Rattier, he’s an 
insecure slum kid who has 
risen to become a rough house 
street operator and, at his 
moment of maximum hubris, 
is the Gorbals tyrant in 
excelsis. 

There are other actors capa¬ 
ble of simultaneously snarling 






l\m the comer of the 
dass and would always be / 
bullied at playtime? Tne ope 9 
from the really rough family 
1 whose mother would give him 
a pig's trotter to suck on rather 
than an ice lolly? 

Well, the fat boy has grown 
up, adopted the name of 
Johnny Vegas and, a half- 
empty lager bottle in his hand, 
has set about taking his re¬ 
venge on the world. Instead of 
haranguing strangers in the 
kebab van queue after closing 
hours in Manchester town 
centre, he vents his aggres¬ 
sions in comedy dubs, and 
shows how he found redemp¬ 
tion tv taking pottery dasses. . 

Reactions to Vegas’s perfor- 1 
mance in Edinburgh this year 


COMEDY 




Tom Hollander as the overgrown infant Khlestakov in Jonathan Kent’s marvellously unconventional production of The Government Inspector 


and {’loafing, raging at their 
enemies and glorying in their 
triumph over them. I don’t 
think anybody but McDiar¬ 
mid could make you foel you 
are witnessing a sort of emo¬ 
tional and verbal trapezist, 
looping across the octaves 
from mood to mood. It is an 
astound ingly bold perfor¬ 
mance in a production that, 
thanks also to Lively support 
from Brian Pettifer. Stuart 
McQuarrie and others, never 
relaxes its imaginative hold. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


Music master’s early lesson 


Poop-poop! It’s Sir John 

an Judge has a lucrative iiri»j_i.V ^ 


1 talent for transforming 
Shakespeare’s plays into 
National Heritage fairytales, 
it takes real ingenuity, how¬ 
ever. to rum the Bart’s most 
parochial comedy into The 
Wind in the Willows. As 
played by that suave old 
buffer, Leslie Phillips, Sir John 
Falsiaffis a magnificent Toad. 
With his pregnant gut 
squeezed into an implausibly 
tweedy Elizabethan suit, Phil¬ 
lips turns the melancholy 
Toad into an endearing ego¬ 
maniac with a greasy orange 
toupee and a supernatural 
belief in his sexual prowess. 

How the fat are fallen, 
especially when they try to 
seduce the bored housewives 
of Windsor. The weasels are 


Hie Many Wives 

of Windsor 

Barbican 


Susannah York* Mistress 
Fort and Joanna McCollum's 
Mistress Page. The Glouces¬ 
tershire crew. led by Peter 
Reeves's Shallow and Christo¬ 
pher Lu sco nr he’s Slender, do a 
lot of persistent badgering. 
And Falstaffs cronies Pistol. 
Nym and Bardolph are the 
motley collection of London 
sewer rats. 

So much for pantomime. 
Yes, this is a clever cast but it 
is also infuriatingly smug. 
Few designers are capable of 
filling the Barbican stage with 


ic Theatre Hammersmith 
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as much topiary as Tim 
Goodchild. In a fir of pastoral 
authenticity, he succeeds in 
making early 17th-century 
Windsor look like the residen¬ 
tial graveyard it is today. The 
local feud is between the 
publican and a French physi¬ 
cian. and the serious gossip is 
the gulling of the lackadaisical 
Knight by Mistresses Ford 
and Page. 

After teasing us with half a 
dozen brilliantly delivered 
lines. Phillips’s Falstaff is 
thrown into a laundry basket 
and dumped in the Thames. 
The role of the caddish smooth 
seducer comes so easily to him 
that it becomes tedious when 
he’s not around. Edward 
Pettier bridge has to work 
harder for his oome-uppance 
as the jealous husband. Mas¬ 
ter Ford, pursuing Falstaff like 
Inspector Ciouseau. It's a nice, 
messy piece of acting that 
makes the wives look far more 

weaselly than the men. 

The rest of the performances 
feel fatally disconnected from 
Ian Judge’s Willowy produc¬ 
tion. Accents shamelessly 
skate all over the place. Car¬ 
toon caricatures light the way. 
For what frs worth, Christo¬ 
pher Luscombe has an inde¬ 
cently camp way with Slender 
and by far the best grip on the 
play's slippery language. But 
the steal of the night is Guy 
Henry’s physician, who turns 
his French mispronunciations 
into very British scatological 
jokes. Why commute to the 
17th century, however, when 
you can get all this on the 
5.08pm from Paddington? 

James 

Christopher 


T he story of this musical 
is the stuff of fairytales. 
It should have been 
Stephen Sondheim’S profes¬ 
sional debut back in the mid- 
1950s, but the producer died 
and the show was put on hold. 
The hold lasted -10 years, but 
the fairytale bit is not that a 
prince at last woke the sleep¬ 
ing beauty, but that rescue 
came from the management of 
a fringe theatre — the meta¬ 
phors break down here so Ill 
abandon them — who heart 
the music, mounted a concert 
version with the composer in 
the audienoe. and was given 
the go-ahead u produce a 
Sondheim premiere. 

At three hours the show is 
too long for its content, but 
presumably a feeling for its 
historical interest discouraged 
leaving anything out Catch¬ 
ing snatches of the later 
Sondheim in the twists of the 
music and the dapper rhymes 
is certainly fan. “I was pour¬ 
ing coffee, you lit a cigarette. 
After that I forget.” The con¬ 
versational tone is unmistak¬ 
able. as is the stall at slipping 
everyday experiences into a 
song which will then be re¬ 
peated from a second, tarter 
point of view. 

The book is by Julius and 
Philip Epstein, the authors of 
Casablanca, fondly recalling 
the comradely Brooklyn of 


their youth in the early, 
months of 1929. Gene is their 
hero, son of a traveller in 
ladies’ underwear but dream¬ 
ing of joining Manhattan's 
high society. Every Ameri¬ 
can's duty is to climb to the top 
but Gene relies on fantasy, 
acting big and losing his 
buddies’ money. But they for¬ 
give him because he's Gene. 

The lyrics sometimes show 
Sondheim putting an ironic 
take on this tale of the Ameri¬ 
can's right to be ambitious, so 
long as he finally settles for 
love and the childhood neigh- 





bourhood. One of the buddies 
sings “All of us are for hoods.'”, 
but he means motherhood etc. 
The characters are a million 
blocks from the Jets and 
Sharks Sondheim would soon 
be giving voice to. 

The ensemble work is nifty, 
though the buddies'attitude to 
dames is charmless. The co¬ 
directors (Carol Metcalfe, 
Clive PageQ achieve much on 


a stage that turns from front 
porch to hotel steps, speakeasy 
and other deftly suggested 
settings by Bridget Krmak. 
Sam Newman makes a per¬ 
sonable, sure-voiced Gene, 
and Anna FYancolinils dear 
voice, singing the melody high 
above the piano and sax, 
catches the style of the period 
particularly welL The occasion 
is gently pleasant but one can 
see why Sondheim was con¬ 
tent to turn his attention 
elsewhere all those years ago. 

Jeremy Kingston 


MARILYN K1NGW1LL 



Unmistakably Sondheim: Sam Newman and Anna Francolini dream of Manhattan 


were so extravagant that it 
was tempting to assume that 
the usual festival hype had 
taken over. But his show is 
inspired. By turns self-pitying 
and belligerent, drunkenly in¬ 
coherent and epigrammatic 
he has created an irresistible 
monster. 

The comedy of menace is a 
commonplace today: every 
other stand-up wants you to 
believe he is a psychotic rather 
than an English graduate 
pLaying with swear words. 
Vegas, on the other hand, is a/' 
fully rounded theatrical creD 
ation with no dress sense. If 
you met him at a bus-stop late 
one night you would be tom 
between the urge to stay out of 
punching range and to edge 
doser to catch more of his 
rambling homilies. 

Banal events are dressed up 
in florid prose pitched halfway 
between Les Dawson and 
Dylan Thomas. Men da not 
simply fail at chatting up 
women, they fumble with the 
Keys of Capability at the Door 
of Desire. “Sexuality is a 
shoe," he tells a supposedly 
suppressed homosexual at a - 
nearby table. “You cant wear jfT 
it on the wrong foot” 

Anyone else seated dose to 
the stage was liable to be 
dragooned into making paper- 
chains to help to decorate the 
room. Depending on his 
mood, this sardonic Lord of 
Misrule might strike up a 
rough-and-ready singalong of 
New York, New York or orga¬ 
nise a chaotic kissing version 
of the Mexican Wave. 

A sense of danger is never 
far away. He rants at journal¬ 
ists. his Unde Fired and any¬ 
one reckless enough to try 
heckling him. Yet at the end he 
fails under the spell of a girl in 
the audience who helps him to 
make a jug on his ever-present 
potter's wheel. It was a nice 
jug, too, so he gave it to her as 
a token of his affection. Be¬ 
neath the dysfunctional rage, 

Johnny just wants to be loved! / 
Clive Davis 


ft- 


W hen is a revival not a 
revival? Most literally, I 
suppose, when a production 
all but expires in the process — and 
that is what seems to have happened 
at Leeds. Amid much lofty talk of the 
need to reinvent, to evolve, to break 
new ground,. Annabel Arden has 
created an entirely new staging of 77ie 
Magic Flute for Opera North. 

Her enchanting New Age fairytale 
of 1994has given way to a drab drama 
which seems stuck at the first day of 
rehearsal. Judging by the purely 
material aspects of Roswitha Gferiitrs 
new design, the shoestring onwhich it 
was made to hang would dearly not 


Rough and unready 
enchantment 


OPERA 


ms 



deftly used and forms a due, glinting 
surface for the lunar beauty of the 


have extended to a respectable revival - Queen of Night (a valiant Cara 

_r -t ■. T I_9 -■ _ Y>. ftia nrtlrTon 


of ihe original production- But this, 
we are assured, is not the point Arden 
was determined to reinvent; and it is 
imagination and insight not money, 
which is lacking here. 

No one, I am sure, would mind the 
simple corrugated-iron backdrop: it is 


O'Sullivan) and the golden sunrise of 
Sarastro (a stalwart Give Bayley). 
And both the beastie made of chairs 
and bid rope, and the temple portals 
formed' by three fluorescent tubes, 
would grace any London gallery. 

Even the market-stall fur-fabric 


animals with paper bags over their 
heads, even the grey cotton coats of 
Sarastro's brotherhood could be toler¬ 
ated if the creatures inside them had 
any evident purpose in .their brief 
lives._ Neither group seems at all 
certain what to do with their space 
(hew on earth were Mo nika Pagneux, 
movement, and two assistant direc¬ 
tors usefully employed?). Nor do they 
seem to have any raison d'etre in a 
staging which snows not a flicker of 
insight inm the uses of enchantment, 
character, motivation, rite or rit ual 


was eroded further still by the 
indisposition of Jamie MacDougali 
though Neill Archer’s Tamino is both 
sensitive and robust. Both Margaret 
Richardson and her understudy were 
too A T fo sing: Richartson, however, 
mimed the pan of Pamina while 
Susannah Glanville sang quite beau¬ 
tifully from a music stand in the 
wings-Eric Roberts was a somewhat 
threadbare Papageno, Margaret 
Preece his luscious Papagena. 

As if chorus and orchestra were nor 
working under sufficient duress 
Brad Cohen, conducting, takes the 
entire opera at such a ludicrously fact 
speed that ensembles are gabbled and 
-much of the orchestral playine par 
Wed. I would tike to think that thmL 
might improve once the show is on 
the road, but with both conductor and 


dmraoer, motivation, nte or nfuaL director riding shamelessly rouoiT 
Even thejokes fall flat m Arden’s own shod oyer Mozart, I am pessimistic 
translation of die spoken dialogue. llc ’ 

This.rough and unready evening •• •• • HILARY FINCH 
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ggviri Sindair looks back on a 1997 of unexpected highs and lows - and the growth of a chilling trend 
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In 1997, Elton John's Candle mdteW^dbex^oe^best^lkag single even Geri and the Spice Girfs sang on; Liam Gaflagher and Oasis saw the wheels come off Britpop; and Prodigy — Keith Flinn^h^orT^attract^M Ps’ wrath 


njj 


W riting on this pagetwo 
weeks ago. my coF 
league Nick J5etty obr 
served: “If there's one; 
# thing missing from flrewhote Oasis 
“phenomenon, its a sense of perr 
specrive." It is a jjoint winch could 
equally well apply to J997 itself, a ' 
year in which the key players in- 
British pop seemed' to vacillate, 
between pomades and troughs at 
vviWlyimplaasibfeeaareatts. ' 
Naturally, Oasis wore the most 
obvious example: With a .mind- 
boggling first-day sales tally of . 
3S6.000 units, their third album. Be 
Here New, became the fastest- 
selling albumbf all time: Bat by the 
end of the year.-after the hand' had 
put in a series of increasingly 
workaday concerts. Chris. Evans 
was seen trying to “revive” a copy of 
( the album on his shew 777 Friday : 
with a defibrillator machine, con¬ 
firming a growing feeling among: 
niany of those who had bought dar 
riacord in such haste that theywere 
now havh^ torepettf mJcstBe. 

Evans- found ins own fortunes 
swinging-in the opposite direction. 
He started tfteyearby storming out 


oftomudMbvrtedbrealdastshow 
S tot at Radiol, promising some 
cbnnnentarors to suggest that his 
glory days had gone thlrway of die 
Britpop phenomenon he bad . done 
so much tdpramoie. But by the end 
of flier year he had bought a - 
controffing interest in Virgin Radio - 
and emerged as; a new media 
mogul, a heavier hitter than he had. 
ever been asra mere DJ. .. . 

. As predicted. Prodigy swept to. 
the top of the British mid American 
darts with their album The Fat cf 
the Land and swept up awards 
wherever they were being offered, 
from Q magazine's to MTVs. 
However, the release of Smack My 
Bitch Up as a single, accompanied 
by an fiqapropri a tely; <ye-eattAang 
billboard advertising campaign, 
pra n ptedjt wave of fierce rndigna- 
. non.The same people who had last 
year applauded tire group for the 


subversive sound and imagery of 
Firestarter —of course it wonldnat 
'encourage people to start fires — 
could .now be found ..standing- 
- shotdder to shoulder with oonser-' 
vatjve academic Roger Sera ton and 
a grouping rf Labour MPs in 
depfarmg the unhealthy effect of 
jarch an irresponsible message. 

. . But if ever a sense of perspective 
,was tndy .lacking it was in file 
medial response to the Spice Girls, 
the group which rode the roller¬ 
coaster of British pop m 1997 from 
top to bottom and are now, whisper 
it, an the way bade up again. It is 
■easy to see why people would want 
the Spice Girls to ML They have 
been oyer-zeaiausly marketed 
(which mityiw why tbtpr got rid of : 
their manages) and they are defi- 
nftefymot cooL 

But file way in which their 
second album, Spimvorld, has 


been written off as a commercial 
failure is pure fantasy. It has 
already sold 700.000 copies and 
will probably pass the million 
mark by the end of the year in 
Britain alone.. 


T heir TV programme. An 
Audience-with the Spice 
Girls, on December 1 at¬ 
tracted ah audience of 11B 
million, about three times file 
average viewing figure for Top of 
the Pops and hardly the sort of 
response to an act for whom file 
bubbieJus supposedly burst 
With early reviews of their new 
movie, Spiceworld, which opens on 
Boxing Day. taking a surprisingly 
favourable tack. it. looks as if the 
backlash to the Spice backlash is 
about to get underway. At the very 
least, it would be nice to think that 
the group's detractors might inject 


a dose of reality into future report¬ 
ing of their antics. 

Perspective was also in short 
supply following the death of 
Diana. Princess of Wales. In the 
pep world, as elsewhere, her de¬ 
mise prompted a strange sort of 
euphoric hysteria, enabling Elton 
John'S remake of Candle in the 
Wind to become the biggest-selling 
single ever. 

But the various colossal success¬ 
es of 1997 concealed something of 
-an impasse in mainstream rock. 
Sales of albums by Supergrass, 
Paul Weller. Sleeper and .Blade 
Grape (who have this week can¬ 
celled the remaining dates of their 
tour because of “nervous exhaus¬ 
tion”) all fell short of expectations, 
as did Pulp’s only single. Help the 
Aged. And apart from the Verve, an 
old band that suddenly found itself 
' With the right album in the right 


place at the right time, and the 
delightful R&B of All Sainis. there 
was little new activity to get excited 
about Embrace may have spent 
the year being feted as the new 
Oasis, but on the evidence of their 
lacklustre efforts so far. this seems 
somewhat far-fetched. And while 
there have been spectacular gains 
in drum and bass thanks to Roni 
Size, and the big beat sounds of the 
Chemical Brothers. Propellerheads 
et al, dance is still another matter. 

Strange too has been the peculiar 
dearth of major album releases 
toward the end of this year. Apart 
from Celine Dion's Let’s Talk 
About Love, the Diana. Princess Of 
Wales Tribute album and the usual 
Best Of ... compilations, there has 
been virtually nothing to speak of 
since the end of October. 

More depressingly. 1997 was 
bookended by wo deaths. The 


demise of Michael Hurchence in 
December took place in ihe full 
glare of the media spotlight at its 
most garish. In January, though. 
Billy MacKenae, the former singer 
of the Associates, took his own life 
under quieter circumstances — in 
his father's garden shed. It sounds 
a terrible thing to say, but along 
with plane crashes and drink and 
drug overdoses, suicide has become 
a very rock'n’roll way to go. 
especially since the demise of Kurt 
Cobain and (probably; Richey Ed¬ 
wards. But until the 1990s such 
tragedies had been few and far 
between: Nick Drake (1974), Ian 
Curtis (1980), Richard Manuel of 
fire Band (1986), and that was about 
iL It is a chilling thought, but 
perhaps, as the highs of rock'n'roll 
get ever more frantically higher, 
the low's are also getting corre¬ 
spondingly lower. 

Once lost, it is hard to restore a 
sense of perspective. The pop world 
has become like a junkie, hooked 
on its own hyperbole, demanding 
ever more extreme doses of instant 
success and failure, outrage and 
excess just to keep standing still. 



kiss under the mistletde aiid call off 


the damaging Blur-Oasis wars 


T one to gather round. - Hous 
papdrerubs, for .a the pi 
Christmas fairytale, annoy 
This is a story about becau 
how two warring pop stars — drear 
Noel and Damon — should more 
finaUyfaydc^th^Joiudife- Noel 
dusters and their fighting -tornph 
man’s talk, find a suitable one, 
sprig of mistletoe;. and mate Hews 
up for Christmas. juice? 

The truth is that Noel and Ho 
TlDaman have much 
' and many things in 
common, and this is 
why the. whole 
Blur/Oasis “war* 
started in the first - 
place. From Oasis’s 
inception they were 
constantly com¬ 
pared to Blur — 
both were indie __ _ 

bands who had CAITLIN 
been influenced by 'MORAN 
the Madchesfer 
“baggy" scene: were 
media-literate; bad record col- had ; 
lections that buckled fire wont 
shelves with Beatles/Stotas/ • ,Th« 
Kinks/Who/Sex. Pistols: and have; 
wanted to rule the world by ana E 
the vear 2000- 

When their "war" started, it fisHdi 
was instigated . fay Damon, ytex* 
who bdiered that by moving mgfc 
*,<rhe release date of Country tabie. 
W House to the same day as the steak* 
release oS Roll With It he nuddJ 
would roundly whup tire Oar waria 
sis behindhand prove himself He w 
to be ruler of all pop. Country world 


House did beat Roll With It to 
fire peak df the charts, which - 
annoyed Nod,- principally 
because he had a boyhood 
dream, as you do, of getting 
more No I hits than the Jam. 
Noel sulked. Daman was tri¬ 
umphal, arid the tuition, -as 
one, said: "And that made 
News Ar 7kn? Is JTV an. nxooor 
juicer 

However, Damon had bad¬ 
ly miscalculated — 
Bbir : .were..at- the 
crest of their feme 
- arc,; while Oasis 
. were'. still ] ascendr■’ 
ing.'Bythe.aid-uf- 
the year, it was 
.dear thatOasis had 
the throne in'the. 
Palace of Pop 7 while 
Blur were tinixan- 
LTN - forciWy perched On 
ia\t a footstool . Damon . 

had risked every-; 
thing and lose Nod = 
had forfeited the battle but 
won the war. 

The results of this scrap 
have profoundly affected pop, 
and not entirely far the better. 
Far Daman, it was a crushing,' 
fist-clenching humiliation — 
like waking up the next mom- 1 . 
ing having danced naked on a 
tabtethe night before. He had 
staked his crown on literal?; 
middle-dass pop beating 
working-class rock, and Iosl 
H e was faired to abandonhis 

world-beating ambitions, and 



Speed garage low on fuel 



Bmisedrbot Damon Album and Blur snatched artistk victory from the jaws of chart defeat 


return to stripped-down, left- 
firid ■ American/indie to con¬ 
solidates wavering fen -base. 
Happily, on the subsequent 
a!binn» B/ur, this has turrttd, 
outto be an artistic triumph. 

However,' winning rbe war. 
was lhe worst thing that could 
■have happened to Oasis, and 
to Nod Gallagher in particu- 
■ far. Having thrashed his «v 
emy. Nod became puffed up 
chi triumphalism; resulting in 
those embarrassing “This is 
history!" yells to Knebworth; 
and the self-satisfied bombast 
of Be Here Now. And this 
smugness still'stems, in the 
main, from vanquishing Da¬ 
mon.- The widely discussed 
agnificance of the Be Here 
How artwork, which featured 
a calendar- showing “21 An- 
gusT, was — I can exdusiydy 
reveal for the first time ever, as 
a-special Christinas treat — 
because that was the date 
Country House beat Roll With 


It to No 1; but if Damon could 
be here now, in 1997. and try to 
.go head-to-head with Oasis 
again, he’d lose. Just call me 
M^Margk.^- 

bly aspires to being Daznon: 
ami that Daznon is jealous of 
NoeL Damon: is a literate, 
middle-el ass bohemian, and 
Noel's big hero is John Lennon 
— a working-class rocker who 
became a middle-class, literate 
bohemian. Damon would love 
to connect with the masses and 
lose himself in euphoria, rath¬ 
er than constantly over-ana- 
lyse everything he does — as 
Nod is able to. ft's rather 
ironic that Oasis's most suc¬ 
cessful ^scarg .to .-"date is 
WondervidH, the key lyric 
from which is: “There are 
many^ things that I would like - 
to say to you/But I don't know 
how" — mourning Nod’s lack 
of vocab; while Damon, who 
has too many words, chicked 


them all in the bin for Blur's 
most successful song, Song 2, 
which consists entirely of Da¬ 
mon mindlessly and joyfully 
yelling "Who-hol/Wefl I feel 
heavy-metal". 

Frankly. Damon and Noel 
have too much in common, 
and too many things to learn 
from each other, to remain 
enemies. I rather suspect that 
one day, not in the too distant 
future, they wifi gather in an 
empty bar, and talk until the 
sun rises. They'D never Ire 
pals, and they will both threat¬ 
en to kill the other if either ever 
mentions it; but forever after¬ 
wards, when they are slagging 
each other off in idle moments, 
they will both have a twinkle 
in their eye. 

And hopefully Damon will 
tip Noel the wink that no 
guitar solo should ever last 
more than 12 seconds — which 
is the greatest present Britain 
could ask for inl99S. 


What you hear is what you get 


■ WHEN you think how his 
contemporaries from die late 
j«7l*s have turned our — hh® 
• CosieUc, JJw Jackson, the 
Strangfars. Stir.g oven y 01 * 
uTiuid hare 10 -say *&*?,*„ 
b Weller has kept himself wel 
up to the mark, tkmd Sin¬ 
clair wiles. Al 39 he looks m 
Buod shape and. having pro¬ 
duced some of his best work 
vmc£ thelam m the 1990s he is 
stiU respected as an honorary 
x * 57rtrmbtrctf.fiu.’ cvTTznrgenet*- 

•diinofBrnp^s* 21 ^ 

HtmSet, on the 
ropiits at this temporary sCrvc ‘ 


ture housing an auchence til 
6JXX) en wasteland nea to the 
king defunct Battersea Power 
Station; he was riot a-happy 
man. -Like other ads to bare 
played there this month, Wd- 
lerhad been forced to tnro.the 
volume (town. “You canthank 
the Woody conndl for us 
play titisqi^^- 

Ifffsfc wiry versiorcaFTfe 

Chdngingmtm and Fnday 

^fo^trath, the sound-.w- 

great, maldng up ^ 
what it may haw larited tn 


LIVE G\G_ 



presence, and allowing the 
rich detail of Weller's songs to 
shine through. Weller, for his 
part seemed coDtent to vetii 


Peacock Suit , ufoltfe lie ripped 
intowitfavenonrous-relish, his 
gruff, soulful voice picking off 
fire words a. 

shooting gallery: "! don’t need 


a ship .to sail in stormy 
weafiier/I don’t need you to 
ruffle fire feathers of my 
peaccxiatit’' 

' AWtougJi very much the 
man in charge, Weller pre¬ 
sented himself as part of the 
band, a lean, but muscular 
four-piece featuring ■ Steve 
White art- drums, Ydanda 
Charles on bass arid Matt 
. Drighton on guitar, with Wel¬ 
ler taking'most of the guitar 
solos himselfi From Porcelain 
Cads onwards they were 
joined fay a fiureirieoe string 
section, which contributed op- 


caskml dashes of colour to 
various songs, notably Up In 
Suzds Room, which came 
during a more relaxed acous¬ 
tic section in the middle of the 
set 

There was no fuss or frivol¬ 
ity as they cantered into the 
home straight with Sunflower, 
Mermaids and into Tomor: 
row, a tremendous volley of 
hits that confirmed Weller as 
one of the best mainstream 
rook songwriters Britain has 
ever produced and a diehard 
performer who. loud or quiet, 
always means business. 


POP 

ALBUMS 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
Dreem Teem in Session 
Volume 2 

(4 Ijberty / Deconstruction 
74321 549032) 

SPEED garage is the improb¬ 
able label for the dance trend 
currently sweeping rhe na¬ 
tion's dubs, and the Dreem 
Teem production/DJ collec¬ 
tive comprising Timmi Magic 
DJ Spoony, Mikee B and Luigi 
is the hottest name on the 
scene. 

The sound is basically a 
mixture of house and 
swingbeat, a lolloping rhythm 
that introduces a sensual dy¬ 
namic into the otherwise mo¬ 
notonously pneumatic bear 
that has dominated dance¬ 
floors for the past decade or so. 

Dreem Teem in Session 
Volume 2 stitches together 
remixes of tracks by artists 
including Damage, Anthill 
Mob. Double 99 and New 
Horizon into a typically anon¬ 
ymous sound trade. 

Unlike drum and bass or 
the big beat sound of the 
Chemical Brothers, there is no 
serious attempt at musical 
innovation, and if this is as 
radical as it gets then I suspect 
speed garage wifi have died a 
quid; and painless death be¬ 
fore most people have had 
occasion to discover what ex¬ 
actly it is. 


TRIO TOYKEAT 

Sisu 

(EmArcy 536 580-2) 

FORMED in 1988, the Finnish 
trio Toykeat, comprising 

pianist lira Ran tala, bassist 
Eenk Siikasaari and drum¬ 
mer Rami Eskeiinen. provides 
yet more evidence that conti¬ 
nental Europe contains a 
wealth of comparatively ne¬ 
glected. but wholly original 
jazz talent 

Ran tala's drily amusing 
sleevenotes provide a hint of 
the musical wit and charm of 
the album whose music they 
describe, but the sheer zest 
and exuberance — not to 
mention the range and power 
— of the trio’s varied music 
still rome as something of a 
shock. 

Ragtime, tango, lush bal- 



Tfte Dreem Teem collective—hot now but for how long? 


DELBERT McC LINTON 
One of the Fortunate Few 
(Curb/Rising Tide 
RTD 53042) 

THE Nashvilie-based Texan 
Delbert McClinton has been 
on the road for the best pan of 
40 years — from the road¬ 
house circuit of the 1960s to 
President Clinton's inaugura¬ 
tion ball in the 1990s — and if 
anybody knows how to win 
over an audience, he does. His 
easy-going blend of country, 
blues and rock'n'roll is always 
good company and invariably 
pleasant on the ear. 

But. along with the populist 
touch, he has maintained the 
classic bar-band singer's 
knack of sounding more like 
other people than he does 


Cheery 
to the 
Finnish 


JAZZ 

ALBUMS 


lads, pop tunes, joyfully rum¬ 
bustious romps, artful pas¬ 
tiches, Sibelius... all are grist 
to the trio’s mill, but whether 
alone or when joined by the 
violins of Jaakko and Pekka 
Kuusisto, they somehow man¬ 
age to produce utterly distinc¬ 
tive and genuinely humorous 
but consistently adroit jazz. 


TOP TEN ALBUMS 


1 L 

2 2 S 

s m t 

4 (4j 7 

5 (9 A 
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7 0 V 
B (8 P 

9 (B 0 

10 (11 L 

Copyright QN 


Let's Talk About Love.Celine Dion (Epic) 

Sptcewortd............. Spk» Girls (Virgin) 

Urban Hymns..—.-..Verve (Hut) 

The Best of ------ -WhamI (Epta) 

AH debits...-...—An Saints (London) 

Lite You Do„.„..Lightning Seeds (Epic) 

White on Blonde---—Texas (Mercury) 

Paint the Sky with Stars........,..—.-..... Enya (WEA) 

Greatest Hits------Eternal (EMJ) 

Lennon Legend.................. John Lennon (Parlophone) 

N * Fgjre r? brjc*ss denotes usiw 's pew-l jn 


himself. Ir is a trait which 
tends to mar the tracks on One 
of the Fortunate Few, which 
fearures a host of guests 
including Vince Gill, John 
Prine and the ubiquitous 
B.B. King. 

Old Weakness is thus a 
dead ringer for rhe Rolling 
Stones' Honky Tank Women, 
Sending Me Angels sounds 
like the Band. Too Much Stuff 
bears more than a passing 
resemblance to Chuck Berry'S 
Too Much Monkey Business 
and soon. 

As a result, although they 
are nicely performed, the 
songs on this album tack an 
original mark of authority. 

David Sinclair 


JIM HAU. 

Panorama 
(Telarc CD-83408] 

WHEN Sonny Rollins formed 
a pianoless band for fus 1962 
comeback album The Bridge. 
one of its members was the 
guitarist Jim Hail. And what 
was Rollins's reason for ap¬ 
proaching Hall? His "incredi¬ 
ble harmonic sense" and 
sensitivity. 

Thirty-five years later. 
Hall’s quiet, understated mas¬ 
tery, both as subtle aocompa- 
nist and thoughtful soloist, 
has been recognised by the 
award to him of Denmark's 
Jazzpar Prize — the “Jazz 
Oscar" — and this album 
contains nine good reasons 
why. Recorded live at the 
Village Vanguard, and featur¬ 
ing Hall (with bassist Scott 
Colley and drummer Terry 
Clarice) alongside a series of 
guests (pianists Geoff Keezer 
and Kenny Barron, alto player 
Greg Osby. flugelhom player 
Art Parmer.- trombonist Slide 
Hampton), it showcases a 
neat, elegant unostentatiously 
versatile player meshing as 
faultlessly with his stellar 
partners as he did with Rollins 
all those years ago, ■ 

Chris Parker 
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LONDON 

CHORAL WONDERS: A *»**_ru1 jf 
3 dng 13 mow trw spmi »oar -jcm off 
larught as JonsWan Brown Ceoes 
Hem sggHinmvM: w Afuenjjrd 
Chresmas from tha 14th and 1501 
ccmunas The ii folkwod bv Saphen 
Ldvran eonouang .-* aptoxto vocal 
»ymMp Polypnytjny wrtn instrumental 
badv-iip bv Canaona m r.vc concerts. 

Handel's Mfssvhityrroimi ar.oa 

performance ot CwalS's CHns>ni3s 
Concerto end Bach * Christmas Oraono 
an Sunday vWr'rsjlj(SJsCJtn<JwwSow 
ana Camermc Vkynflogers. 

St John's. Si nitfi Square. SWI |0171- 
ZZ2 riCJii Ajfperfs. 730pm 

ELTON JOHN: THe enduring 
penorms* and songamitft v*ch its 
unconver.uona) sartonai tasw ends tin. 
national '.our here tfus weekend. 
Accorecdniecl to a Ml banc he 
pwrtorms material from he recere album. 
tciqeth*r with a host at ms greatest mis. 
Wembley Arena. Wemtfe> UsMtese* 

10131 600123*1 Tomgrs and »merr» 

8 pmlB 

MASTERFUL MAHLER: James 
Levme mu«a dnecicr ol the ttev >oiv 
Mer. cor*lu3i the Phiiharmorra 

Orchestra ana Crows win a sas; ot 
■nuroauonaiiv aedarmed sotorsls in 
Matters fflonariadal Symphony No 6. 
■Jva 'Symphony ol a Thousaid ' The 
line-up. includes Jane Easier HeOi 
Gram Murpfr, and Johan Bona 
Albert Hall ►'enssigtor Gc«e 5W7 
iOI 71 58982121 Sunday 7 30pm g 

SONG RECITAL: Longstanding 
coHatorato* 1 Fefcary Lon. Ann Murray 
and Graham Johns 10 am up lor a 
least ot songs and duets by Schubert 
Brahms Faure MamJelssonn 
Schumann and hurt Wed The - , 3te 
rorad Dv me baritone Richard Jsthaon 
m a oehomancao , Mocan's'ljei and 
i no from Co Si tan ruffe 
Wlgmor* HMl. iVigmae SI'eet W1 
10171-935 21411 ToructiL730pm ® 


O ALL IN THE WRONG RautSfNflev 
recreates the role ol Sir John Restless n 
fljlhu Murpny's eveeflent l&i-oentuiy 
romp Onsof tms theatre's happiest 
rediscoveries oacs lor Christmas 
Orange Tree Ctareiw Stieei 
ftrnmood (Oitit-SJOKU) Mon-Sat. 

7 45pm fiats Thur (Jan S 15). 2 30pm 
and Sat 4pm Additional rtvus tontgrn 
Dec 31 Jan 2. <rm fi 

■ BUGSY MALONE: The cast ol tne 
National Youth MuSsc Theatre fire I hen 
sphuga-guns «i the spool qangsiet 
musical dewed from Alan Parser's 
maw Jeremy Taylor dn»Ss 
Queens, Shaftesbury Awnne. IV > 
iOlTl-494 Mill Mon-Sal. 7 30-mats 
Wed trd Sal 2 30pm UnW Jan 17 

BA OBLIGATE BALANCE Eileen 
AjVms tauntingly cNlmg n welcome 
revival ol Abee 6 play about marriage, 
parenthood and naghbouriiness 
Maggie Snub plays the drunk srster 
Theatre Royal. HaymaiVet. SWi 
(0171-930 MWl Mon-Set. 3pm. mats 
Wed and Sal. 3pm g| 

B THE GOVERNMENT INSPECTOR 

Jonathan hern directs Tom hcJtanner as 
the presumed mspacior. Bnan Murphy 
as res servant and Ian MoDiarmid as the 
devious Mayor n Gogol s match lees 
3 aline comedy See review, page 32 
Almeida Theatre. >08 Almeida Street. 
Ni |0171-359 4J04|. Mon-Sal. 7 30pm. 
mat SaL 3pm LinU January 31 Q 

B HAMLET Akn Jenrungs plays trw 
Rnnce n Matthew Warchus s production 
up irom Strattcxd With Dei c*ue Crany 
as Ophelia. Pad Freeman as Oaudus 
Bmtricen. 3* Sueei EC2 (0171-638 
8331) Torvght and tomorrow. 7 15pm 
mat tomorrow. 2pm in repertoire |g 


NEW RELEASES 

CLOSE-UP: fmpowished man poses 

as an Iranian Nm diratdcr. Fascinating 

and humane drama based on truth. 

from Aptus Kfarosumr 

ICA 610171-930 3647) Wo {0171-254 

66771 

♦ GEORGE OF THE JUNGLE 1U1 

Tarcanesgue hero thds romance n 
Arnenca. Passable romp based on the 
TV cartoon senes with Brendan Fraser 
and Leslie Mrmn Director. Sam 
Weisman 

Greenwich rOlSl -235 3005) Odeortr 
Camden Town wifii -315 4255) 
Kmerngton (OiBI 315 4214) Marble 
Arch (0131-315 42161 Virgins: Chelsea 
10171-352 5096|TroeerleroBl0lSt- 
970 6015) UaWhUekrysglWO 
668990) Werner S (0171-437 4343) 

♦ HOME ALONE 3 IPG). ArKSher 
Ovotmas. another Hd left aux» to hgm 
imrudere. Unappaalrtg sequel with a 
different lyHefAfexO Unzlanda 
tougher edge Director. Rajs Gosnetl 
ABC Baker Street t0171-935 B7721 
Odeon Camden Town 10181-315 4255) 
MarUe Arch (01B1-315 42>6) Ritzy 
(0171-737 212IJ UaWmatoyaQ 
10990 888990) Virgin Chetaaa 10171- 
352 5096) Trocadero® |D181-970 
6015) 

KISS ME, GUIDO (15) Crowd- 
pleasing comedy about gays and 
StrargW^n NewYijrt* lflftth Nrck Soon. 
Anthony 8amle Drear*. Tony VJoie 
Metro iOlTl -437 0757) Ritzy (Ot 71- 
737 2121) 

♦ PRINCE VALIANT (PG) Spited 
nonsense set in Miuvn times, with 


WEEKEND CHOICE 


A daRy guide (o sits 
and entartalmnent 

compiled by Marti Margie 


ELSEWHERE 

BLACKPOOL: Tte Royal Ltvarpool 
PhUharmontc Orchaalia is joined by 
the RL? Chotr and tte PhBwmorec 
Youth Chob tor an emtkig of Eitfibsh 

traditional cork and Oetamas nustc 
with seasonal raaSngs trom the \uort»$ ol 
Dicheos and Lsuhe L«. Handel. 

WaHon and VaughonW*ern3 » on tha 
programme, utfh aodienca 
panicipaBon fMted lor the carol snvjing 
Grand Thetfra. Ctuch Street. (01253 
23377i Sunday. 7 30pm. © 



Les Dennis heads die 
cast of Aladdin* Cardiff 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's assessment 
ot theatre showing In London 

■ House fun, returns only 
SJ Some seats available 
□ Seats at all prices 


a AN IDEAL HUSBAND - Return of 
Peicr Han's 6npyabte production, 
tnmiul at deiept-orre Siamng Moran 
3r>an - and Sumn Ward, and Kale 
O'Mara as the sveUc tiouttemof^r 
Gielgud, ShaftesDuryAve. W1 (0171- 
494 5065) Mon-Sat 7 45pm mats Thur 
3pm and Sal . 4pm 

B THE MAGISTRATE Ion 

Richardson plays tha much harassed 
hero m a fitfully tunny revival ol Pinero's 
farce Cost ncKtdes Graham Crowden 
Frank Middfemass. John Padden 
Savoy. The Strand, WC2 lOi 71-836 
33881 Mcn-SaL 7 30pm-moi'> Wbd and 
Sat 3pm (5 

□ MUTABILTTTE- Trev-s fAjnn dreas 
new Frank McGumess play, set in 
Ireland ii 1598 Patrick Malatnda Anton 
Lesser. Aiailng O SUHvan ploy 
characters that mcside (he poei 
Spenser and a pia/wnght named 
Wriiam 

National iCoiKctoe). South Bank. SE1 
(0171-926 2252). Tomght and lomonow. 
7 30pm ma) tomonaw. 2 30pm In rep 

□ SATURDAY NIGHT. World 
premiere ol SontSuMm s Iksi musical, 
i The on^na was abandoned in the 
early 1950s when the producer died | 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown's assessment of 
Dims tn London and (where 
In d icate d with the syufbol ♦) 
on release across the country 


Stephen Moyer. Katfteme He^lend 
Joama Lurdey Director.Anthony 
Hckax- 

WarnerS (Of 71-437 4343) 

CURRENT 

♦ BEAN (PGv Rowan Alknsons 
bumbler is let loose' In LA. Jahea genre, 
some sentknem. n«j subtlety. With Peter 
MacNwoi and (btviftyi Burt Reynotts. 
Odean Mezzanine S (0181-31S 4215) 

♦ COP LAND (\ 5 )- Lazy shenH 
pondas nhat to do about corrupt cope 
Flawed tM a dsorbing drama. w«h 
Sytrester Stxjltane. Haney KetfeL Robert 
DeNiro Dr.Ectw. James Mangold. 
Greenwich (0181-235 3005) OdeortK 
Camden Town 10181 -315 4255) 
KWfetafjtan (0181-315 4214) Marble 
Arch (CrtSl -315 4218) Swire Cottage 
(0101- 31542201 PtaBl®* 5 
»89FJ0| Rtey (0171-737 2121) UCI 
WW/itoyi B (0990 888990) Vfrglna: 
Chrdaea (0171-352 5096) TrocaderoB 
|0’.R1 9700015) Wornerfi (0171-437 
4-V.3I 

** THE FULL MONTY II5) 

(Jnempfoyed steehrorkers strip lor cash. 
Bouncy Brtisfi comedy, rath Robert 
Carlyle Tom WUkrwjn. Mark Addy 
Osoaot Peter 'iatanoo. 


CAffifi^ Cefebrty funrry-man and 
gamuhow host Les Darns teams up 
■An (he farmer Olympic fflWHs Kites 
ALobus to head the cast of Aiadd&i — 
a trarftiOne! faff*r pantorrtma wrten. 
and drected hy fudw Dsvt *4® Mso 
appeare as Widow Tv«*ey. 

Now TlMstre. Park Place (01222 
878889) Openstatrum».2J«jm»id 
7pm Thai 230pm and 7pm moat 
days From Jan 7130pm and 7pm 
most days. No pert Dse25 © 

KING’S LYNN: Two pafonnancas, 
here tor American daector Francesca 
Zombefici'scritiulyaccieiTOd new 
produenan tor iha Royal Op«w o» 

Bntter 6 fust rrargtc-theara work. Pen I 
Sunyan. Rcherd Hckn oonducls a east 
led by Thomas Randle and Pear 
CofemanJfifrshl 

Com Ex ch ange. Tuesday Market 
Race 101553 7E48S4J. TonflM and 
tomorrow, 7 30pm. B 

NORTHAMPTON' Brtan Btessed puts 
hs comt laterss to use as he gas lo 
grips rath the rote of Hook in Malcolm 
Goddord's aectacuia pa nonane 
adaptation ot J M Banle'3 play. Pater 
Pan uJWkfren s television preseraer 
Kirsten O'Brien ploys the boy Who won t 
grow up 

Derogate Theatre. 1901 OiAtSwM 
Road (0160424811) Opens today, ^xn 
and 7pm. Tomonpw. 3pm, 7pm. Sun, 
1pm. 5pm: Mon, 2pm. 7pm Than Tue- 
Slav various times. No part Doc S 

LONDON GALLERIES 

British Museum Cartier 1900-1939 
(0171-3238525) Hayward: Obfects 
ot Dewe (0171-928 3144) 

National' Hogarth's Marriage A4a- 
Mode(0171-7472685) . National 
Portrait Sir Henry Raeburn Royal 
Academy Vtaortan Fary Panting 
(0171-439 7438) Tata Symbcfism n 
Bntam (Of71-687 80001 VC A: 
Hogarth Alter Hogarth(0171 -938 
8349184411 


Set m BroGh/yn n 1B29 lave v mrinty, 
pretence v roauv Music and lyncs by 
Sondhesn. book by Ji/iub and Phftp 
Epssen 

BrfdeweB. Bnde Lane. EC4 (0171-936 
3456|. Tus-Sol 7 30pm. mats Sal and 
Sun. 330pm Until JanURy 24. 

□ STEPPING OUT' Mustcsl voraon oi 
Rrcbard Homs's ret play (music end 
tyncs by Dens king and Maty Stewed 
David) JJia McKenzw directs Us 
RdMrtson and her '.ippetul hooters 
Attary. St Malih a Lane «C2 fljf 71- 
369 17301. Mcn-Sat, 8pm: mats Thur. 
3pm and Sat. 4pm. 

H TREASURE ISLAND Tom 
Georgeson straps hrmsetf no the 
wooden leg for Neil QartietFs 
adaptation ot Sjevenun'sctaBstc tats ol 
prates, doubloons, cutlasses and a 
longing lor taasred cheese 
Lyric. Kmg f«oeL V¥6 (0181-741 22 11 ) 
Mon-Sal 7 .'JOpm (except Dec 31.6pm). 
mats Sac 2 30pm and Dec 23.24.26.31. 
230pm-. rn^s Oec 9.1 MS. Jan 8.14. 

1 30prr> Unu January 17 ® 

LONG RUNNERS 

& Cats New London (0171-4050072) 

. . Q Grease- Cambridge (0171-494 
509 0, BLaaMMrafates-Palace 
(0171-434 0909) .. BMIaa SMgorr. 
Drury Lora (0171-494 5400/ 

D The Phantom of tha Open: Hgi 
Majesty s (0171-484 5400) 

□ Smokey Joe’s Cafe Ptnce of 

(0171-838 5987) aSferVgM 
Express Apotolrtaona (0171-416 
6054) □ The Woman hr Slaefc 

Fortune (0171-8362238) 

Tekat inlormaJKXi supplied by Socfery 
ol London Theatre 


SarbicrailS (0171 6388891) 

Ctapham Picture House (0171. -438 
33231 BnpfceB (0993 888990) ® 
OdeonMezzantiie 0(0181-3154215) 
Screan/BWrer Street (0171 435 2772) 
Screan/Graan (0171-226 UCI 
Wldtataya £ 9B90 888990) Vbghi 
Chelsea (0171 -352 5096‘j 

1 KNOW WHATYOU OLD LAST 
SUMMER (i8):RbcWera teenagers get 
their comeuppance. Vematte honor li*n 
Irom tte wrflwot Scream, With Jennifer 
Love Heran. Freddie Prims Jr. OrecKz. 
Jim Giteipic 

Odsons: Nanhw/ron 10181-315 4214) 
Swiss Cottage t.C,181-315 4220) Plaza 
B V<B90 88699O) Rltw (Q171-737 
2121) UCI Wh>.ta|eys(S(p990 888990) 
Virgins: Fidhm Road (0171-370 
2636) Troca jtaro Q (0181-970 601S) 
WamarQ (0171-4374343) 

♦ TOMO RROW NEVER DES (12|- 
Rierce Paosnan s Jamas Band comtmls 
anevi n>-<fla mogj (Jonathan Pryca) 
Se* pieoj mriis. but l«fe sparkle, wth 
MrchfjUrj y«jh and Tert Hatcher. 
Uaeric*. Roger Spotuswode. 
ABC*Tottardiam Court Rood (Q171- 
63o Fj)48) Bartofcan ® ID J 7 J-638 0891) 
Ctapham Picture House (0171-498 
'J3S31 Curaon Maytafr (0171-369 1720) 
Greenwich (018) 235 3006) Nc4t!ng 
HW Corenet G (0171-727 6705) 
Odeone: Camden Town (0181 -315 
4255) Kensington (0)81-315 4214) 
Leicester Square (0181-315 4215) 
Marble Arch 10181-3154216) Swiss 
Cottage <0181 -315 4220) Ritzy (0171- 
737 2121 1 Seraan/Bakar Street <0171- 
935 2772) UCI WMtaleys B (0990 
888990) Virgins: Cheissa (0171-352 
a»8) Fulham Road (0171 -370 2636) 


E ver since they won 
their gold medal at 
the 1984 Winter 
Olympics in Saraje¬ 
vo, Jayne Torvill and Christo¬ 
pher Dean have etched; 
themselves on our national 
consciousness with the magic 
of their ice dancing-They have 
been a working couple for 
- more than 20 years, but if the 
romance of thar artistic part¬ 
nership is starting to fade, it 
certainly doesn't show. They 
still move in perfect harmony, 
with a physical and emotional 
rapport that is dazzling. And a 
good thing it is too. Because 
without that special magic 
their new show. Jce Adven¬ 
tures, would be an even bigger 
disappointment. 

The show was choreo¬ 
graphed by Torvill Dean and 
Andris Toppe (who also di¬ 
rects). The fourth member of 
the creative team is Robin 
Driscoll cowriter of tele¬ 
vision’s Mr Bean, who worked 
; on. the “concepts'* of Ice Adven¬ 
tures with the other three. 
' Concept is not this produc¬ 
tion's strong point 
Conceived as a series of 
unrelated episodes designed to 
provide the audience with a 
variety of easily digested 
moods, Ice Adventures aims 
low. ft makes no attempt at 
drama or scenic development; 
as theatre it's a bore. Even die 
visual comedy falls short of 
reasonable expectation, effect¬ 
ive when sweetly humorous, 
but limp whenever broad 
strokes are (ailed for. 

The episodes are arbitrary. 
The first is set in a busy train 
station with couples meeting 
and parting (fun with lug¬ 
gage); the second features 
dancing sea creatures in an 
underwater ballet Winter 
Games evokes the spirit of the 




Olympics (sporting and not so 
sporting) and New Year's Eve, 
set in a “big city nightspot",.' 
provides the dancey finale., 

Torvill and Dean are die 
highlight of each segment, 
although the really flam ma¬ 
noeuvres are left to younger 
members of the cast The stars 
from Nottingham have a com¬ 
pany of fine skaters to sup part . 
them — one, the exciting 
Richard Swenning, is a truly 
eye-catching performer. 

Torvill still covers the ice 
most gracefully, charging into 
the choreography with an - 
undimihished thrill. But there 
is too tittle scope for expression 
in her upper body: neck and 
shoulders are stiff. Dean, 
meanwhile, has beat taking 
his ballet lessons to heart He 
feels the impulse in every part 
of his body, a supremely 
polished mover who puts it all 
together — be ft jazz or 
slapstick — with consummate 
style and ease. 

You do, however, get the 
feeling that Dean the choreog¬ 
rapher is frustrated by the 
limitations of working on 
skates. His recent experience 
with English National Ballet 
for whom he made Encoun¬ 
ters, must have opened his 
eyes to a wider spectrum .of 
movement possibilities. But 
any desire to feed the slide and 
twirl of ice dancing with the 
fertiliser of classical ballet 
eventually confronts one ines¬ 
capable reality: there is only so 
much you can do with the 
body when your feet are 
underscored by blades. 



DEBRA CRAINE Making magic: Christopher Dean and Jayne Torvill in their new show, fee Adventures 


CONCERTS: The stars come out in force for an anniversary show and a forceful Verdi Requiem $ 

Crass touches mar the band’s big night 





WHEN he formed the last of his 
orchestras after the Second World 
War. Sir Thomas Beecham merely 
wanted the cream of available players. 
Now, 50 ; yfears on, the Royal Philhar¬ 
monic Oitfaestru, which has had to 
fight almost continuously for its exis¬ 
tence in recent years, was able to 
celebrate its jubilee with a concert at 
charity-ticket prices, to benefit itself 
and the Elton John Airis Foundation, 
helped by starry soloists and Vanessa 
Redgrave to do the votes of thanks. 

The audience, filling the boxes was 
the kind that had to be told over the PA 
system who was coming next; without 
bong left to work it out from plentiful 
printed notes and photographs. Good¬ 
ness knows who they might otherwise 
have thought were the Lab6que Sisters, 
Katia and Mariclle, who clattered their 
way insensitively through Mozart’S 
Two-Piano Concerto, K365, and sur¬ 
prised us only by their garb. The 
programme having acknowledged 
their “beautiful ballgowns” by Escada,' 
they chose Instead to wear tailored 
jackets over black leggings. 

At least Sir Simon Rattle’s mop of 
curls could hardly be mistaken but, so 
far from bring the evening's principal > 


conductor, he confined himself to 
Elgar’s Enigma Variations. He pre¬ 
sented the “friends pictured within” 
like an album of musical sepia por¬ 
traits for which an extra rehearsal 
session would not have gone amiss in 
securing better balance of textures. 

The second part brought what 
Beecham would have called the “lolli¬ 
pops". First up was a Singapore 
violinist, Lee-Chin Siow, slim and 
svelte in a scarlet sheath. She teased 
out the glitter of Sarasate’s Carmen 
.Fantasy with aplomb. Her volatile 
conductor was Jos6 Collado, who gave 
way to Marcello Rota to introduce the 
easy tenor of Andrea Bocefli. His vision 
was impaired from birth, and he lost 
hissightaitogetherattheageof 12 after 
a football accident He sang a beguil¬ 
ing La Sefenata by Tosti and returned 
for a smooth but charmless La donna e 
mobile ,: which he delivered a second 
time as a loudly demanded encore. 

Before that, Montserrat Cabalfe 
advanced like a galleon under full sail 
to sing three numbers, in which she 
miraculously managed , to capture the 
sense of a young ingenue in O mio 
babbino cam from Puccini’s Gianni 
Schicchi and the tilting song of Paioma 
from Barbieri's zarzuda, £1 barberillo 
de Lavapies. Burthen she demeaned 
her stature by iedsting on us a tacky 
time by Vangelis, for which she herself 
had written English lyrics entitled Like 


A Dream. The Brindisi from La 
Traviata, listed in the programme, 
never materialised — for which I am 
unsure whether to fed regret or relief. 

Noel Goodwin 





THE second of Janies Levine’s concerts 
with the Philharmonia Orchestra on 
Wednesday— sold out long ago—was 
always destined to be an event. In tire 
first place, this performance of rite 
Verdi Requiem marked the 40th anni¬ 
versary of the Philharmonia Chorus. 
Secondly, it was the final concert of the 
long-serving bass player and former 
chairman. Rodney Stewart 

It should, furthermore, have featured 
Luciano Pavarotti in an all-star line-up 
of soloists. He was too ill to travel we 
were told, but his replacement was the 
no less media-friendly Roberto Alagna. 
To cap it al], television cameras and 
royalty were in attendance, creating a 
buzz of anticipation even before the 
baton was raised. 

Almost any well-drilled performance 
of the Verdi Requiem — and foe 
Philharmonia and City of Birming¬ 
ham Symphony Choruses rehearsed 
by James Kelteher formed a massive 


but commendably responsive vocal 
corpus — is likely to make an 
im pression. Levine hasn't been at the 
helm of foe New York Metropolitan 
Opera for 25 years without acquiring a 
theatrical flair, and he pointed up 
contrasts with a practised ear for 
histrionic effect. The fury of the Dies 
Irue, for example, was intoxicating. 

When foe. score is marked “tutta 
forza". as in the final pages of the 
Libera me, Levine knows what to do: 
when more subtlety is called for. he is 
often found wanting. It was not until 
an hour into die piece that a fine 
shading of the Agnus Dei suggested 
anything out of the ordinary. 

The finest inspirations, in fact, came 
neither from the podium nor from fife 
star tenor — Alagna’s contribute® 
were marked by coarse tone and 
lumpy tine — but from the soprano 
soloist, Renee Fleming. Her phrasing 
was wonderfully expressive and she 
was able to suggest also the terror of 
imminent death and judgment in the 
Libera me with the agitated delivery of 
her parlando opening. 

The mezzo and bass soloists. 
Luriana dlntino and Roberto 
Scandiuzzi. were not able to match 
that, but both managed to sustain a 
sensitively drawn musical tine while 
invoking the sense of mystery. .. 

Barry Millington 


ART GALLERIES I THEATRES 


PARKM GAU&Y B 16 Jan. 
Winter Erftirton 5 Loue Won Caa 
tram £30 upwards 11 Mofcon-fc St 
3W1 Mcrvfn 108pm tsi 23^)44 
GSMY Ctosefl 23 Dec 5 Ja-.i 


OPERA & BALLET 


COLISEUM 0171 632 fJOO (24tn 
ENGLISH NAIKIWAV BALLET 
Derek Deane's Nev< 'Production 

THE NUTCRACKER 

Mon-SN 730 pen. Sat M3 

230cm Ttej From C7.50 

THE ROYAL BALLET 

flfeOttr* 0171304 4000 
d (he Rur/al Festival Han 

B« OfJce 0171960 4242. 

Tfctati also arafebte tram 
TctaBnararonOTl 9574021 
Tue: 700 (fits l*g«) 

LES PAtTMElfflS/ TALES OF 
BEATRIX POTTER 


COMEDY 


LONDON ARENA DOCKLANDS 
01 n 53B f212cc 
(24(fS) 42012120444444 

EDDIE IZZARD 
LIVE&0N SCREEN 

ONE NIGHT ONLY 
Dscemtw2l 


ADELPHI 

cc24tw(nt*g fee) 344 0055 ; 

‘A ahem to rfle for* Tougapti 
•Dripping with style' Expresrj 

CHICAGO 

THE MUSICAL 

RUTH* UTE | 

HENSHALL LSUPS) 

HENRY GOODMAN 
NtGEL PLANER 

Mon-Saa.Wed&Sat Mvas23Q I 
Extra MSS on 22.23. Dec 
NBgfca«»QK I 


ALBEHY3S9 1730(344 4444 
"You'B be danchig on Mr” DM 

STEPPING OUT 

THE NEW MUSICAL 
Tap ping a reft wn rimy Tinas 
TT S THE FULL MOWlYWrm 
TAPPER&GUTTEHING’ Di* 
•JUST WONDERFUL'« H Tr*» 
Ews Bpm MatsTtmi 3pm Sa 4pm 
Special Xmas Matinees Tbn 23, 
Wefl 24,7*« 30 Pec. Friz Jen 


ALDATYCH 01714186003 
CC 344 4444 

‘DsnsJUdf Dench fit Mmnptamt 
in David Hare’e n — larpfec a' 

OMstf 

AMTS VIEW 

Directed by RICHARD EYRE 
PrevsSJat Cpensujan 


APOLLO LABATTS Hanvneranti 
017141660Z2(X0m 4200000 
344 4444 protaa) 

*LAST CHANCE TOSS 

RIVERDANCE 

THIS CENTURY 
LAST4WEEKS MUST ESC tflJAN 
Morvsa a WW S sa Mats 230 
Extra Mata Mon 22. 
nje230ec2^0pm 


APOLLO VICTORIA atom 416 
6055 CC 24H3 0171344 4444/0171 
4200000 Gtps 4168075(4)3 3321 

Andrew Lloyd Webber** 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 
Write feuckle ms 19 46 daly 


A VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS 
The nearest thing la Xmas et 
tagiey Deff Oy 8pr 'Best Panto r , 
London’ ®C Redo 2 layers,' 
Theatre WC2 ‘BABES M THE 
WOOS’ MATS Beers Oaf & Sun 
3pm. Eves SlSpn EM3S FEB 8IH 
Lmeft. Tees. Omar. Supper aval 
Pdrtran CS.50. Bho 0171 839 1134 , 


CAMBRIDGE 494 6007416 6060 
344 4444/420 0000 (+bta lee) 

Gratis 434 5454 
416 607V4I3 3321,'4365588 


CRfTERKXf 3891737044 4444 
3RD MLAfSOUS YEAR 

THE REDUCED 
SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 

■nc COMPLETE WORKS 

OF WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE (abridged) 

M 37 Plays »i 97 Mows 
“HBaricue" Trass 
"Go NowT* Sunday Tens 
Mats T)u a 3. Sal a 5 
Sun at 4. Eras a 8pm 

THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
AMERICA (abridged) 
Tuesdayatapm_ 


DOMINION 0T7165618850990 
203020/09902040204)1714200000 
(NroMSpaOITt 41660960171 
3121997/0800614903 
DISNEY^ 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

TW NEW HIT MUSICAL 
"AN ENCHANTING EVEMNG- 
GH(UINB_Y GLORJOlffi" 0 Tal 
“A FEAST OF GOOD RUT D-MaB 
NeMtatwp flafe e Wo w D o oMii g 
Mon-Sat 7 30- Wed & Set Male 230 
Extra mris 2223202930 Dec. 2 Jan 
Atooarfe 2425 Dec. TJSn 


DONMAR WARBIOUBE3691732 

THE FRONT PAGE 

MavSti730.Wad&SaMas3 
Ud Season-28 Fab 
Na parts »naa Era A Xmas Day 


nURY LANE THEATRE ROYAL 
SScciagfw)24nr7days0i7t494 
5000344 4444/4200000 Ops 494 
5454/4133311/3128000 


FORTUNE 80&CC 0171836 
223BG128033|US<5388 

NOW IN RS 9ft WT YEAR 
ROBERT DAY® 

DEMBGER PULLAN 


THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Adapted ty Stephen MeMOD 
"The mo* ftriftig end chMbig 
play tor yeece" DAW 
uonsaejn 
Mats Tubs 3pm Set 4pm 
Bnmtog flme 2>re» 


GARRICK 0171404 5085/3121990/ 
494S388tmbhotaa) 

GrtxfS 01714945454 
Wtaner ot18 Mafcr Aranfe 
The Roy al WfHonri Tbaatie 
Production 
PtPWLLST 

AU80NFSXE JOHNBARDON 
JBNMdsfa 

AN mSPECTOfi CALLS 
IMoJM be wmT DJM 
-Pao bon nOnltog, viaueRy 
aftaedrig dra ma " D.Taf 

UoivFit 7.45. Sal &00S 615. 
_ Wad ma 230 

; OTLfiUD 4845065 (No t *0 hal 

Eras 7.45 Mae Thur 3SN 4 
THE PETH1 HAti COMPANY 

MARTW SHAW M A Joy NY Post 
KafeOUara SkncnWfed 

MdKlDerfcon Di t&Gsat 

Madefeina Potter VtotodaHeaed 

, oscAfi wiflesoAsaccoierr 


HER MAJERTTS 24hr 494 5400 
(£#g ta) CCS44 4444«to00«(h^ 
apa«5454N1333t1A»3B55Ba 

AwHBvmiiru wui.il n 

AWARO WOMNS MUSICAL 

UEB PHANTOM OF 
THEOTHIA 

Dtefed by HAROLD PFSNCE 
NOW BXO TO MAY 98 
Eras 7.45 Mas Wad 4 So lOOi 
Apply to Boc Office dely tot retans 
Bdra Mata 77,74,1YI Dec. 

No Peril 24 6 25 Dec 


LONDON PALLADUM BCTCC 
017149450200444444 
pea sen 420 0000 

Gqa0171494 S450G128000 

JM DALE RETURNS AS FASIN 

OLIVER! 

3RD WBgHESB BLE YEAR 
UOMH. BARTS MASTIWBCL 
YOU CANT ASK FOR MORE 
SlThBB 

Erne 780 MSsWad & 9«230 
Some good aeata aaMI now 
for weeUqr prats 
FWALPERF21 FB'M 
Bfta Mala IW» Pec 
Mo parts a< A a Dec 

U3WXM PALLADIUM 0171484 
5030044 4444 0*B Nri Ops 0171 
'484 545V413 3321 

SATURDAY NK2T FEVER 

Rraw Zt Apr. Ope n s S Her 

LYCEUM B 017189B1606 

auomeowa warn uu&q 

tee) Grp* 41B6078 

Taincc*_ 

ANDREW LLOW WEB8BTS 


NATIONAL THEATRE BO 0171 
CB8 2252: &p8 ffTTt 82D 0741; 
24hr cc tfcn tee 0171 420 0008 
OUVBt rorft 715. Tamar 2D0 & 
7.15 AN ENEMY OP THE 
PEOPLE bv Harts loan h a nw 
re gion b y OeWophsr Hanpton. 
LYTTHTON Tamor 7JO 

JPPBflEW) THE INVENTION OP 
love a ne w play ty Tom Stoppard. 
COTTESLOE Tart 720, Tomar 
230 S 7JO MUTABBJnE a new 
plw bv ftartt McBAnasa 


NEW LONDON Dwy Lana VK2 BO 
05714050072CC 0171404 4079 
24hr 0171344 4444M2DOOOO 
QpsOI71413 3311/4385SBB 
THENCHBYUOTPW QmV 
TJ. BJOTNTBYJADOW- 
HMRHMttttNQUUSCAL 

CATS 

Eres7.«MMsTuB&Stt&00 
D B s open a 645 

UNTIED ML OF SEATS AVAL I 
DALY FROM BOX OFFICE. - 
Extra Mata 22^20 Dec 
No peris 24 A 28 Dae 
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WHaltt 
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BOBPH>1WEaCTD17JAH 

- ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 
COMTAHT 
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The deficit is falling and economy growing, but job creation is the biggest battle. Giles Tremlett introduces a two-page report from Madrid 


% 


A fter spending much 
of the 1990s in the 
doldrums. Spain's 
®»noniy is enjoying 
me Kind of recovery that would 
make it the envy of Europe 
were it not also accompanied 
by chronic unemployment 
. Jose Maria Aznar’s conser- 
/ vative Government has made 
liberalisation and defidl-cut- 
tmg the cornerstones of ah 
;economic programme' that 
seeks sustained growth that’s 
at least beginning to trim the 
country’s 21 per cent unem¬ 
ployment ram. 

- The austerity measures 
haw done little to weaken 
Sen or Aznar, even though he 
leads a minority Government, 
because he has made Spanish 
membership of European 
Monetary Union his main 
economic aim. 

Spaniards of almost all pol¬ 
itical colours are keen Europe¬ 
ans. All the major parties 
agree that membership of 
monetary union is vital to the 
country's economic aspira¬ 
tions. even if tough measures 
are needed to get it pas: the 
conditions far entry. Few econ¬ 
omists would have predicted it 
two years ago, but there is now 
little doubt that Spain will 
qualify comfortably. 

Senor Aznar’s main target 
has been the public deficit 
This has been slashed; from 6.6 
per cent in 1995 to what is 
expected to be slightly less 







queues 


aims to get it below 2 per cent 
before the mill ennium. - • 

Restrictions on government 
spending.' including- a freeze 
on riv3 service pay. have been 
crucial to- meeting these tar¬ 
gets. Increased economic 
growth, which reached an _ 
estimated . 3 per cent this. 
year, and a raft of' 
privatisations have con¬ 
tributed greatly, inflation 
hasalsobeen tamed, dip- 

\2?.- S . is a budget for recovery’ 

Bank of Spain has feh 
confident enough to cut 


presenting it to Parliament 
v “This is no longer a budget 
for the euro, iris a budget for 
recovery." r Finance Minister 
.Rodrigo Rato declared when 
he presented the Govern¬ 
ment's plans for 1998. Sehor 


This is no longer a 
budget for the euro, it 


interest rates from 625 to 4.75 
percent 

Senor Aznar has now'derid¬ 
ed to ease the public spending 
belt, allowing it to grow by 32 
per cent In 1998.-Even them the 
Prime Minister, worried that 
he might lode too keen to 
spend, triinmed £100 hriHida 


found tbai 83 per cent expected 
to increase sales next year. 

Senor. Aznar has proved a 
keen priyatiser. Recent sell- 
offs have included large parts 
of monopoly phone company 
Telefonica, petrochemical 
_ giant Repsol. electricity 
supplier Endesa . and 
steelmaker Aceralia. 
These flotations have had 
the additional, effect of 
encouraging a number of 
successful private com¬ 
panies, notably the Tele- 
pizza restaurant chain 
and the Adolfo Domin- 


Rato's predictions for 1998 
included 3.4 per cent growth 
and a 2.4 per cent deficit 
Consumers, initially suspi¬ 
cious of the export-led recov¬ 
ery, finally stalled to dip into 
their pockets in 1997. Business 
is optimistic. A December poll 
of the country's major com- 


than 3 per cent this year. He : •. from the budget before fihalfy ./* parties by El Pais newspaper 


guez clothing stores, to float 
shares on Madrid's stock mar¬ 
ket. La Bolsa. 

Senor Aznar "s Government 
has been dearly intervention¬ 
ist in the media sector, where a 
bitter political battle is being 
fought between two new pay- 
per-view digital television pro¬ 
viders. Via Digital and Canal 


Satelite Digital. The Govern¬ 
ment controls a stake in Via 
Digital through state broad¬ 
caster TVE. Its attempts to 
favour Via Digital against 
Canal Satelite Digital, owned 
by the pro-Sodalist media 
magnate Jesus de Polanco, 
have earned it warnings from 
the European Commission. 

Analysts predict that Senor 
Aznar has a lot more work to 
do before he can daim to have 
knocked the economy properly 
into shape. The head of the 
Prime Minister’s budget of¬ 
fice, Jos6 Barea, admits that 
both the state pensions scheme 
and the social security system 
are expensive time bombs 
waiting to explode. 

Labour reform is the other 
great challenge. A deal be¬ 
tween unions and employers 
in April went same way to 
making the labour market 
more flexible in a country that 
boasted the Ell’s most expen¬ 
sive redundancies. These had 
caused employers to shy away 
from contracting people for 
permanent jobs, leaving a 
third of workers on temporary 
contracts. Senor Rato has rec¬ 
ognised that further reform is 
Inevitable. 

A combination of economic 
expansion and labour deregu¬ 
lation is chopping away at 
unemployment, with dole 
queues bring shortened by 6 
per cent over a year. At 21-55 
per cent, it remains Senor 
Aznar’s biggest challenge. 


JULIAN MARTIN/AP 



Flashback to 1996: civil servants protest in Barcelona at a freeze on pay and cutbacks 
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A lthough many Span¬ 
iards are currently suf¬ 
fering a nasty strain of 
flu. the real epidemic is popu¬ 
lar capitalism infected by the 
current wave of privatisations. 

Analysis have been stag¬ 
gered by the enthusiasm & 
private investors in Spain who- ’ 
have snapped up government 
offerings with a gusto normal-. 
ly reserved for' tickets m El . 
Gordo. Spain's gigantkr O bil¬ 
lion Christmas lottery. 

This year the Government 
will have raised £7 billion 
from 17 sell-offs in Spain and 
three in South America. The., 
biggest offering was complet¬ 
ed in September,wilb'the .sale 
of 2h per cent of Eridesa. an .. 
electrical utility, which raised 
a record £22 billion, with 65 . '. 
per cent coming from small 
Spanish investors. 

-It was the largest ever 
offering in Spain, and- die 
seventh biggest ever in 
Europe," boasts Emilio Sar- 
acho. managing director of 
Santander Investment, pan of 
Banco Santander, which han¬ 
dled the launch. . . 

Santander Investment has 
pioneered successful state- 
sales since 1985. with increas¬ 
ingly larger offerings. It has - 
3,000 employees with 300 
dedicated foil time to equities, 
comfortably matching -better-, 
known London houses. Senor 
Saraoho, 42, said there, were 
two million applications from 
Spaniards for Endesa shares 
and he reckons there is a hard " 
cure of some 300,000 regular 
buyers in Spain. 

These days most Spanish 
banks are festooned with de¬ 
tails of share offers. Private 
buyers snatched up 73 per rent 
— a new record — of pan of the 
first tranche in Aceralia. a 
steel group of which mosr of* 
them had probably never 
heard. 

Analysts credit shrewd 
work by the Government and 
in particular the Sepi state 
holding group, in tailoring 
i>sues for timely release as- 
well as indirect help from the 
Maastricht treaty. Spain's ar¬ 
dent ambition to comply with 
the Maastricht criteria to join 
the first EU states with the 
euro has brought about a 


reduction in both interest rates 
arid the budget deficit 
Superficially, the state auc¬ 
tion could be seen as an easy 
way — prohibited by Maas¬ 
tricht — of directly reducing 
the state deficit. But, cunning¬ 
ly, die funds raised by Sepi go 
towards bailing out loss-mak¬ 
ing companies in, say. ship¬ 
ping and mining, thus 
eliminating subsidies. 

Tbe Government says die 
privatisation programme, in¬ 
volving about 40 companies, is 
basically, aimed at making 
industries more efficient, • 
guaranteeing their, futures 
and. hopefully, more jobs for. 
Europe’s largest dole queue. 
And the reasew^wby the new 
shareholder cldture has mush¬ 
roomed is because tower inter¬ 
est rates. : as stipulated by 
Maastricht, have dictated', a 
switch from fixed-rate bands 
to mare profitable equities. 

J ust afew years ago rally 
about 10 or 15 per rent of 
sell-offs attracted the pub¬ 
lic, but now private demand 
has outstripped that from 
institutional investors. But Se¬ 
nor Saradio paints out that 
scene of die new Spanish 
equities have moreto offer the 
likes of foreign pension ftmd^ 
than most other European 
stocks. 

"Many of die privatisations, 
such as Teleftihica. Repsol [the 
poroleum group] and Endesa, 
constitute an indirect bat safe 
"play, in Latin . America,", he 
says/ Trs a good- way of 
buying solid investments with 
a good name in Europe, but 
with potentially exciting expo¬ 
sure across the Atlantic. • 

“In Spain the market for 
electriri# is growing by 1 or 2 
per cent a year, whereas in 
South America, where Endesa 
now controls Enersis of Chile, 
ft is 7 pea: cent." 

Next February Santander 
expects to be global coordina¬ 
tor for 28 per cent of 
Argentaria, the banking 
group, die last 20 per cent of- 
Endesa in May and may be 
later involved with the sale of 
52 per cent of Tabacalera. die 
state tobacco monopoly. 

Edward Owen 

JJAVLOV3KWBYOMA 



The fourth largest European airline. 
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Giles Tremlett looks at the strengths of Spain’s new leaders as the ghosts of 40 years of Franco’s dictatorship are being laid to rest 

Aznar’s conservatives move leftwards 


U nder Jose Marla Aznar. 
ihe conservative Prime 
Minister. Spain is living 
through a juried of pol¬ 
itical novelty. Before his Popular 
Party's election victory in March 
Iasi year most Spaniards had no 
experience of life under a democrat¬ 
ic right-wing Government 
Bitter memories of nearly 40 
years of dictatorship under Gener¬ 
al Franco had caused Spaniards to 
ahun the Right after democracy 
wits re-established when the caudi- 
llo died in 1475. Senor Aznar"5 
election win finally broke the taboo. 

One of his main challenges, then, 
has been to chase away the ghosts 
of the past and prove that there is 
no reason to be afraid of his right- 
w ing Government. The Prime Min¬ 
ister h35 taken great pains to do 
this. He has moved his party 
towards the centre and has strenu¬ 
ously avoided confrontation with 
two of his potentially most power¬ 
ful adversaries, the trade unions 
and regionalisr parties. 

In the latter case he has iirtle 
choice. His victory was not as 
resounding as the polls had predict¬ 
ed, The Popular Party fell short of 
winning an absolute majority and 
had to form a minority Govern¬ 
ment supported by regionalist par¬ 
ties from Catalonia, the Basque 
country and rite Canary Islands. 

This left Senor Aznar’s Govern¬ 
ment hostage to the Catalan region¬ 
al Prime Minister, Jordi Pujol. A 
withdrawal of support by Senor 
Pujol's regionalist Convergence i 
Unid Party would immediately 
force fresh elections. 

The alliance between Senor 
Aznar, Senor Pujol and the other 
regionalist parties is. in many 
ways, unnatural. Where the Papu¬ 
lar Party is naturally centralist the 
regionalist parries want power 
devolved to Spain's 17 autonomous 


tfoEmcs 


regional governments. This is espe- 
aaUy the case with the Catalans 
and the Basque Nationalist Party. 

Senor Aznar has had to take a 
crash course in the political and 
cultural desires of his new allies. 
He has satisfied demands for de¬ 
centralisation by speeding up the 
transfer of powers to regional 
governments. This, far example, 
has seen die Basques gain in¬ 
creased power over tax rates, while 
the Catalans have won a financing 
deaL 

The Prime Minister has found 



Socialist leader Alumnia 

plenty of common ground with his 
allies on the economic front. This 
has been especially so with Senor 
Pujol. His paily, which represents 
Catalonia's industrious middle 
classes, puts the economy aliead of 
regionalist demands. 

A common desire to join the 
European single currency has pro¬ 
vided the basic cement for Senor 
Aznar’s alliance with the regional- 
ists. Spain's booming economy, 
now growing at 3 per cent, and the 


Government's liberal approach to 
it have added further glue. 

But tensions remain. The 
Basques, for example, do not see 
eye to eye with Javier Mayor Orqa, 
the Interior Minister, and dislike 
his policy towards armed separatist 
group Eta, which continues to carry 
out up to a dozen assassinations 
each year. They warn dialogue and 
a softening of the prisons policy, 
which sends Eta activists to jails 
outside the Basque country. 

Serior Mayor Oreja has ruled out 
Talks with Eta’s political ally, die 
Herri Batasuna Party, until the 
violence stops. Eta has responded 
by targeting ftapular Party mem¬ 
bers. Its June kidnapping and 
murder of Miguel Angel Blanco, a 
young Popular Party councillor 
from the Basque town of Ermua. 
brought millions out in protest. It 
also brought promises of a tougher 
line on Eta. Senor Mavor Oreja's 
calm, firm handling of the situation 
has won him widespread support 
and made him Serior Aznar’s most 
popular minister. 

Relations with the Cbnvergencia 
Party are relatively stable, and 
Serior Pujol's support looks set to 
hold up through 199S. But here, too, 
there are occasional flare-ups. The 
most recent arose over teaching the 
humanities in schools. 

The proposal by education minis¬ 
ter Esperanza Aguirre that schools 
should teach “the unitary nature" 
of Spanish history and geography 
caused outrage in Serior Pujol’s 
regional government, which sees 
lime historical unity between Spain 
and Catalonia. 

The much-heralded clash with 
the trade unions has failed to take 
place, partly because the Prime 
Minister has renounced many of 
the labour and social security 
reforms thar his advisers say are 
urgent- It is also because unions 



Ploughing although he leads a minority Government, Jos6 Maria Aznar’s policies and diplomacy are paying dividends 


preferred to reach an agreement 
with employers allowing for a 
degree of liberalisation of the 
labour market rather than confront 
the Government while it pursued 
the popular poaj of qualifying for 
monetary union. 

Senor Aznar’s relatively gentle 
first 18 months in office have been 
helped by upheavals in die main 
opposition party, the Spanish So¬ 
cialist Workers Party. Under the 
charismatic leadership of Felipe 


Gonzalez, the Socialists had held 
government for 13 years until (996. 

Serior GonzAlez was eventually 
brought down by security and 
corruption scandals, which are 
only just beginning to be processed 
through the sluggish court system. 
In the first big case to reach a 
conclusion, six former members of 
the party's finance team were jailed 
for illegal fund-raising. • 

The Socialists, who have a new 
leader in Joaquin Alumnia, are 


thus still on the defensive. They will 
remain so while the courts investi¬ 
gate further corruption cases and 
die role Serior Gonzalez's Govern¬ 
ment played in a dirty undercover 
war against Eta suspects in which 
28 people died. 

Despite die apparent successes of 
his first few months in government 
many Spaniards still do not warm 
to Serior Aznar. who rarely beats 
Serior Gonzalez in polls on person¬ 
al popularity. This has much to do 


with the grey, introverted image of 
this 44-year-aid former tax inspec¬ 
tor. which contrasts strongly with 
his predecessor’s charisma. 

The Left not only did not believe 
Serior Aznar would become Prime 
Minister, it also refused to believe 
that if he did manage to get elected, 
he would be a success. Yet his 
Popular Party continues to lead the 
polls.. 

Spain, it seems, has laid to rest 
the ghosts of the Right 


TOURISM 


T he impact of the euro 
on Spain's largest in¬ 
dustry — tourism — is 
certain to be considerable, 
Edward Owen writes. The 
minister responsible for the 
sector. Jose Manuel Femrin- 
dez Nomiella. is rigorously 
engaged in trying to brace 
businessmen and . govern¬ 
ment officials in readiness 
for its introduction. 

Since Spain cannot main¬ 
tain the benefits of favour¬ 
able exchange rates, it will 
have to be more competitive, 
with the emphasis on quality 
and value for money. From 
1999. many EU tourists, get¬ 
ting used to the euro in their 
own countries, will for the 
first time know exactly how 
much anything costs in 
Spain without haring to 
resort (o a pocket calculator. 

Tourism, which accounts 
for 10.4 per cent of gross 
domestic product, continues 
to break all records, but the 
new regime responsible for 
national policy is for from 
complacent The Treasury 
has earmarked E4.b million 
to tell the industry what the 
euro is ;dl about. But tourist 
businesses are seeking more 
money to offset the addition¬ 
al costs they anticipate of 
launching the euro, includ¬ 
ing loss or foreign exchange 

commissions. 

Serior Fernandez Nor- 
niolla. 52. Secretary of State 
for Cummerce. Tourism and 
Smaller Businesses, has also 
established various Indies to 
co-ordinate tourism policies 
after their devolution to the 
regions by the previous So¬ 
cialist ndminstratiun. He lias 
reversed the latter’s policy to 
sell part of the state-run 
Parador hotel chain. This 
year tourism is eX|>ecTcd to 
bring EI5 billion to Spain. 
Last year, the country re¬ 
ceived f>2 million foreign vis¬ 
itors. of whom 41.4 million 
staved overnight and arc 



Fernandez Nomiella. inset and Ronda, which has a new Parador on top of the gorge 


£44m Parador 
boost for new 
visitor boom 


therefore categorised as tour¬ 
ists. Nearly 60 per cent of 
tourists came on package 
holidays. 

“The important difference 
between our policy and that 
of ihe previous Government 
is that we are maximising 
collaboration and communi¬ 
cation between Madrid and 
tourist sectors at all regional 
lev els." says Serior Fernan¬ 
dez Nomiella. “At a Madrid 
congress of all regions and 
tourist enterprises we adopt¬ 
ed 23 concrete conclusions 
which will be acted upon." 

One concerns the impact 
on tourism of the euro in 
1999. Visitors who drive wiU 
be pleased to know that 


standard signposting is plan¬ 
ned across the country. This 
should eliminate the need 
for (mowing the often incom¬ 
prehensible Basque names 
for destinations in northern 
Spain or realising that a sign 
in Galician saying “A Coru¬ 
na" literally means The 
Corunna" rather than To 
Corunna" 

Tourist chiefs also want to 
remedy one of the most 
frequent complaints about 
Spanish tourist offices: that 
they hardly ever carry litera¬ 
ture on regions other than 
their own. One of the worst 
offenders is the tourist 
counter at Madrid's airport 
and the city's bureaux. 


Hopefully, officials will also 
improve often woeful stan¬ 
dard of translations. 

The Socialist Govern m ent 
had plans ro sell off at least 
some of Spain’s fine state- 
run chain of Parador hotels, 
mostly in restored castles, 
monasteries and convents in 
areas of great beauty. Serior 
Fernandez Nomiella has not 
only reversed that decision 
but will invest £44 million to 
the year2000 in opening new 
Paradors in historic build¬ 
ings and further restoration 
of existing gems. 

This year the Paradors 
have beaten all records, and 
the trend is the same for next 
year." he says. They are 
unique to Spain. There’s no 
other country that can offer a 
hotel chain with such a 
combination of artistic and 
cultural heritage. Paradors 
are a good way of preserving 
our rich inheritance and they 
attract a special type of 
tourism, often bringing busi¬ 
ness to rural areas." Next 
year discounts will be of¬ 
fered on various routes link¬ 
ing the Parador network. 
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E xport demand for 
Spanish wtnes has ris¬ 
en since overall qua¬ 
lity has dramatically im¬ 
proved, Edward Owen writes. 
Spain has finally produced a 
good argument against EU 
bureaucrats who • have 
ordered the country to rip up 
vines from 1300 square 
miles, an area larger than 
Luxembourg. 

Spain has more land dedi¬ 
cated to the grape than any 
other country in the world,- 
but is the thStFriihked wine 
producer, behind Italy and 
France. In the past six years 
the value of wine exports 
from Spain have increased 
by nearly 60 per cent and last 
year were worth £600 mil¬ 
lion. with Britain a major 
customer. 

Jesus Flores, president of 
the Spanish Association of 
Sommeliers, says there has 
been a revolution in Spanish 
wine-making: “Spanish 
oenologists are following 
consumer demand. Tastes 
have changed. Tintos [red 
wines] are more corpulent, 
more suave, with less tannin 
and mote of a fruity flavour. 
“Great wines are designed on 
the vine and new dones of 
grapes are being grafted in 
Spain. But the great strength 
of Spanish wine is still the re¬ 
lation between price and 
quality." 

He says that tintos now 
have more body. “We are 
looking for more colour and 
the fruity character is more 
important, as is the appropri¬ 
ate choice of wood for ageing 
in barrels. More importance 
is now attached to fermenta¬ 
tion of whites in the barrel 
and self-fermenting yeasts. 
The process is more sophisti¬ 
cated than before." 

Of cavas. Spain's methode 
champenoise sparkling 
wines, the best of which taste 
as good as champagnes but 
are cheaper. Serior Flores. 



Jesus Flores: “The strength of Spanish wine is the relation between price and quality" 


Tasty sales 
figures as 
quality rises 


comments: “The major 
brands have set aside their 
war with each other and are 
consolidating their cavas info 
sparkling wines of real 
quality." 

Almost all cams are pro¬ 
duced in Catalonia, northeast 
Spain, mainly from local Pa- 
reUada. Macabeo and Xarel- 
lo grapes. The two biggest 
producers are Codomiu and 
Freixenet. The latter exports 
the most 

Manuel Duran, vice-pres¬ 
ident of Freixenet, says he 
exported 55 million bottles in 
the first nine months of this 
year, a six million Increase 
on the same period last year. 
Britons uncorked nearly five 


million bottles of the fizz. 

Senor Duran approves of 
Britons and Germans drink¬ 
ing his cava all year round, 
complaining that Spaniards 
really seem to drink it only at 
Christmas. 

Jos6 Ferrer. 72, president of 
the family-owned Freixenet. 
has just announced a £21 mil¬ 
lion expansion plan for his 
company, which had a rum- 
over of £187.5 million last 
year. The economic dimate 
was good for expansion. He 
says: “Profits are greater. 
Consumption has moderate¬ 
ly increased in the domestic 
market and exports have 
been extraordinary. Interest 
rates have dropped, as have 


the costs of raw materials." 

The bodega, located in the 
cava capital of San Sadumi, 
40 miles south of Barcelona, 
was founded in 18S9 and first 
produced cava in 1915. The 
huge cellars go down seven 
storeys and contain 100 mil¬ 
lion bottles. 

S enor Flores, who is also 
a director of Spain's 
largest wine club. Vino- 
sdecriin, which has 33.000 
members, recommends the 
following for those who want 
a Spanish flavour at Christ¬ 
mas. As an aperitive, he 
suggests a chilled Tio Pepe 
Jino sherry. Frewenefs Brut 
Nature or Codomru’s Anna 
de Codomiu. For a red, he 
chooses an "elegant" Pes- 
quera Crianza 1994 from the 
Ribera del Duero region 
made from Tempranillo 
grapes. 

His preferred white comes 
from neighbouring Rued a. a 
"fresh, dry” Sanz 1996 made 
from 100 par cent Vendejo. To 
accompany coffee he goes for 
Lepanto brandy from Jerez — 
“non-aggressive and silky". 



Hide and chic is the name of the game 
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White towns, black economy: some of the world's finest leather 
designer-label goods are made in the h^is of Andalusia 


estling in a fold of the 
mountains of Grazalema 
National Park in central 
Andalusia lies the whitewashed 
town of Ubrique. where a semi- 
dandestine industry provides for 
the world’s discerning rich. 

Visitors venturing off die new 
bypass might notice more than the 
usual number of shops selling 
leather goods. But few would 
realise that this unassuming town 
annually manufactures and mostly 
exports about £60 million worth of 
the finest leather bags, luggage and 

fashion accessories. These are 
made to order by. and embossed in 
the name of. the world's top fashion 
houses. 

Ubrique produces a quarter of 
Spain's leather products and con¬ 
sumes so many top-quality hides 
dial SO per cent have to be 
im p orted. So why tire secrecy? And 
why has the local town hall built a 
new bullring rather than a centre to 
promote its fine craft? 

The answer lies in the acute 
rivalry among its manufacturers 
and the widespread use of unoffi¬ 
cial labour. Without doubt. 
Ubrique is a major statistic in 
Spain's submerged economy. But it 
is also becoming respectable. 


Edward Owen discovers why one does not usually see 
the word ‘Ubrique 9 embossed on designer leather goods 


“We have a population of 18^00 
and officially there are only 1300 
working in the industry. But really 
there are between 5,000 and 6,000 
in it — someone in every home," 
admits Ubrique's mayor, Juan 
fgnario Cajvo. a 43-year-old maths 
readier. He is embarrassed that the 
town's name is often omitted from 
the designer labels on its fine 
leather work, bur that is the price — 
for cheap but highly skilled labour 
— it has to pay. “It's a type of licence 
from Loewe or Christian Dior or 
Gucci, which we respect." he says. 
But he believes it is now time for 
local designers to promote Ubrique 
in its own right 

The origins of the centuries-old 
business came from the livestock 
that grazed on the rich grass of the 
mountains — Grazalema has 
Spain's highest rainfall — and the 
lack of crags, which can damage 
hides. The first artisans fashioned 
the fine leather into petacas. tobac¬ 
co cases and pouches for smugglers 
and bandits. A folding case made 
for farmers' livesto^ documents is 


EXPORTS 


arguably die forerunner of die 
wallet 

Soon the fame of die fine, strong 
sewing of Ubrique’s leather spread 
and demand increased. Until re¬ 
cently the town was infamous for 
selling copies of designer handbags 
for a fraction of their actual prices 
in the Rue du Faubourg Sainr- 
Honore or Bond Street. But now 
the famous fashion houses them¬ 
selves contract Ubrique’s skills. 
And the wealth obtained from 
piracy has bought respectability. 
Well-educated offspring have taken 
on family factories and invested in 
stateof-the-art machines. 

Victoria Coronii is the young, 
engaging boss of MCM, which 
makes bags mainly far Christian 
Dior. Her grandfather sold his 
leather goods from a tray at the 
1929. World’s Fair in nearby Seville. 
He progressed to exporting croco¬ 
dile wallets to America, boxes for 
gambling games and Roisters fas' 


the military. Her father established 
contracts with Christian Dior, 
Dunhill and Paco Rabanne in the 
early 1980s. 

Now MCM’s production Is divid¬ 
ed between Dior and Consul’s awn 
line: “Everyone here /earns bow to 
work with leather from their child¬ 
hood.” explains Senorita Corornl. 
who flits between Tokyo. Hong 
Kong, Phris and Germany. “Our 
turnover has trebled in the past 
four years." 


Ai 


s a .child. Ana Camargo 
started making doO dqthes 
.from bits of leather left over 
in her father's factory. Now, as 
Mardo & Camargo. she sells the 
softest of leather clothes and chic 
bags around the world. "We should 
not just love the prestige of famous 
fashion houses but. should push 
Ubrique as ’Made in Spain' as 
well" she enthuses. 

An evening stroll in die maze of 
Ubrique’s steep, narrow, cobbled 
streets, where bougainvillaea, jas¬ 
mine, geraniums and 


grow, reveals the real extent of the 
industry. Fbikrwthe tapping noises 
and one finds families gathered 
around tables at home making bits 
of wallas and handbags on marble 
slabs. The air is sickly with glue. 

fo a titty workshop. Cristobal, 
Francisco and Pepe. all m their 
thirties, expertly fold and glue dyed 
leather strips to be factory-sewn 
into wallets. “I can earn £200 
pounds a month. We work for 
different companies," he says, dab¬ 
bing his fingers into more glue; 
which he calls, with the lisping 
Andaluz accent, “thuper" 

AntonioLedn is general secretary 
of the manufacturers* association 
representing 300 entities. The Far 
East and India will never match 
our handiwork," he says. “Now 
more and more fashion houses. 
such as Nina Ricci, are embossing 
.’Made in Spain’, but 56 per cent of 
our exports are resold from 
France.” 

The new bullring? Ubrique is not 
shy about its other "industry*’, a 
bullfighter called Jesulin de 
Ub rique, who has achieved pop- 
star stains. He can. afford to buy a 
handbag that sells for £1.000 in 
Paris but can cast a tenth of the 
price in tforique. where it is made. 
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David Blunkett with guide dog Lucy and young caroflers from St Matthew's Church of England Primary School in Westminster 

Joyful and triumphant 


W hat makes a good 
school carol service? 
The end of this, the 
longest term, is greet¬ 
ed with glee by grey-faced staff—so 
is one ingredient the palpable 
feeling of relief from the stalls? 

Staff, parents and pupils wait 
with differing emotions in the 
silence which precedes the first 
verse of Once in Royal David's 
City. Is ir going to come this year 
from a wunderkind with a record¬ 
ing contract underneath his sur¬ 
plice. or a press-ganged and 
nervous heavy breather? 

If you ask a retired head teacher 
what they miss most about their 
school, they are quite likely to say 
"chapel” or “assembly". Ifyou ask a 
pupil which is the most tedious part 
of school life, they will probably 
volunteer the same answer. The 
chorister caught reading Private 
Eye during a long service at Wells 
Cathedral may have lost his liveJi- 


Pupils may grumble but the school carol 
service is a fine tradition, says Anne Lee 


hood for his sins, but he will have 
the sympathy of every choirboy in 
the country. 

For choristers too young to 
appreciate Private Eye . the current 
favourite activity is making models 
out of Biu-Tack. which sometimes 
bear a remarkable resemblance to 
members of staff. 

Carol services reveal the hidden 
agsidas in a school more dearly 
than any other “state occasion", ft is 
possible to discover who’s who by 
scanning the order of service to see 
who is reading die lesson and 
when. Do past pupils take part? 
Are school governors induded and 
do they attend? How many pupils 
read and take part? How tradition¬ 
al is the service and does the head 
or the chairman of governors read 


that final, mystical lesson from 
John? One of the kindest gestures I 
haw seen was when a member of 
the administrative staff was asked 
to read a lesson. Often they are the 
unsung heroes of a school. 

At their best, schools are commu¬ 
nities which act like large families. 
The carol service is their Christinas 
meal. Some schools go to great 
trouble to indude the wider com¬ 
munity. Malvern College invites 
"the town" to its service: and 
Queenswood School welcomes 
handicapped people involved in its 
community service programme. 

The choice of music is telling. 
Some schools never dare risk the 
wrath of their establishment by 
departing from die full nine lessens 
and carols. Others proceed at a 


pace and have managed the whole 
affair within half an hour. 

Many music masters seize the 
opportunity to demonstrate their 
pupils’ prowess to a captive audi¬ 
ence. the entire school orchestra 
arrives and the service becomes 
more like an annual concert. 

One of the most moving events I 
attended was an interna cionai carol 
service at which music from places 
as far apart as Africa and Poland 
marked the climax erf a year when 
many cultures had been celebrated. 
This appropriately and symbolical¬ 
ly marked the end of some interna¬ 
tional bullying in the sixth form. 

Are the prayers real or of die 
“moving lips" variety? Some card 
services are now so multi-faith that 
they are barely Christian, but they 
are still about hope and joy and 
community. They mark a time for 
forgiveness — and even though 
pupils moan, they recognise die 
value of the ceremony. 


Margaret Tulloch questions Government priorities 



G overnments must, find 
parents a mixed blessing. 
The previous Govern¬ 
ment often claimed that its educa¬ 
tion policies were made on behalf- 
of parents, but this, wrapping tip 
in the parental banner became 
less noticeable as it became dear 
that many parents wanted not 
only greater accountability and 
information but smaller 
roofs repaired and to keep then- 
schools within the Local Educa¬ 
tion Authority network. 

David Blunkett, the Secretary 
of State far Education and Em¬ 
ployment, is rightly proud that 
3J500 parents responded to his 
consultation leaflets m supermar¬ 
kets last summer. He was heart¬ 
ened that their priorities matched 
Arose of the Government; smaller 
class sizes, rising standards of 
numeracy and literacy and stran¬ 
ger links between schools and 
parents. 

When his School Standards 
and Framework Bill was pub¬ 
lished. he said it would give 
parents a “stronger role in their 
children's education". Home- 
school contracts would define 
parents’ duties and responsibil¬ 
ities and those of die school; . 
parents would have more places 
on school governing bodies and a 
greater say on local education 
committees. 

Just before the Bill was pub¬ 
lished, the Department far Edu¬ 
cation and Employment hosted a 
conference to launch an Organis¬ 
ation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development report on “par¬ 
ents as partners in schooling”. 
This research provides a thor¬ 
ough analysts of parental involve¬ 
ment in nine OECD countries 
and puts the proposed legislation 
in context 

. The OECD report .said: “Gov¬ 
ernments should not always as-. 
sume that parents wantwhat they 
want A parental agenda needs to 
be identified by a very broad 
consultation”. The supermarket 
leaflets did not ask specifically for 
views on the Government's White 


Paper proposals- No doubt dur¬ 
ing die passage of the Bill* which 

S Cs its second reading on Mflfi- 
y. a more derailed analysis will 
emerge of what these 3300 pap- 
eats said in their responses. - 
The OECD also said: “In 
deciding whether to involve par¬ 
ents more closely, it is. important 
for policy-makers to danfy ... 
why they want to put a polity in 
place.” The Education Bui shows 
signs that the Government has 
not asked itself this. If it has, it 
has come up with some very 
cynical reasons. 

Many of us interested in the 
role of parents in education draw: 
a distinction between die need to 
involve every parent in helping 
their child to learn, and mvoMrq; 

‘It seems strange 
. that parents 
cannot be trusted 
to do the best 
for their child 
without a contract’ 


parents , in policy-making and 
governance. The OECD re¬ 
searched both aspects and found 
successful examples of each. 

If the Bill becomes law, every 
governing body will be required 
to ask parents to sign a home- 
school “agreement" to “asnaaT 
the partnership. Thus w31 a 
principle be established m 
schools that responsible partici¬ 
pation is only expected if all the 
participants have signed to say 
they will be responsible. This is a 
very dangerous example to put' 
before young people. Governing 
bodies will be required to "con¬ 
sult'' parents about , the 
menL Without the class 
and parent aovacDs in 
which die OECD report found in 


many countries, how can parents 
set out their agenda for inclusion 
in the “agreement"? 

The daira dua the provision of 
more parent governors on gov¬ 
erning bodies and on. LEAs will 
give parous a greater say also 
n Pf doser examination. Unless 
parent governors have a structure 
which entities them ro consult 
parents within die schools and 
similarly within die LEA, these 
proposals look like tokenism, 
parent governors find it difficult 
to reach their constituency, many 
parents do not know their parent 
gdoemors. Parents tend ro identi¬ 
fy m«r with their child’s class or 
tutor group. 

However, when it co mes to 
ending selective entry to gram¬ 
mar schools and deriding which 
of several types die school should 
be. the Bffl requires parents to 
make the ultimate derision by 
ballot It seems strange that 
parents cannot be trusted to do 
the best for their child without a 
contract, but can. be misted to 
rirfwfa* about school structures 
which might affect many genera¬ 
tions tecome. 

The parliamentary process 
should allow fax changes to the 
Bill to be discussed and agreed. 
So what cap be hoped for? 
Governing bodies could be re¬ 
quired to have a home-school 
policy without insisting on signed 
contracts. Similarly, if parent 
governors were entitled to consult 
parent councils drawn from 
termly class meetings, as in 
Norway, a genuine voice for 
parents could be established. 
Both locally and nationally, a 
structure built an die rigid of 
parents to elect parent governors 
: would give parents similar rights 
to he heard at national level as in 
many other countries. 

Perhaps it all depends on 
-whether the Government really 
wants to bear from parents, or 
only wants them to make deri- 
aofts whiefaitwould rather avoid. 

• The dustier is executive secretary of 
the Campaign for Satie Education. 
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Law Report December 191997 Queen’s Bench Divisional Court 


Home Secretary entitled to fix whole life tariff for mandatory lifer 



Regina v Secretary of State 
for the Home Department 
Ex parte Hindley 
Before Lord Bingham of ComhilL 
Lord Chief Justice. Mr Justice 
Hooper and Mr Justice Astfl] 

|Judgment December 18} 

The Home Secretary, in exercising 
his broad discretion confirmed by 
section 29 of the Crime (Sentences) 

Act IW7. was entitled to fix a whole 
life rariff to be served by a 
mandatory life sentence prisoner 
os the period necessary to satisfy 
the requirements of retribution 
and deterrence. 

Where he had considered that a 
provisional tariff of 30 years might 
be appropriate, his successors did 
not act unlawfully in increasing 
thar period to a whole life tariff 
where i he provisional term had not 
been fixed or communicated to the 
prisoner. 

However, the policy of the 
former Home Secretary, which 
confined review of a whole life 
rariff to the sole purpose of 
considering its conversion to a 
determinate period and only to 
considerations of renibution and 
deterrence, was unlawful as 
constituting a fetter on his 
discretion. 

By contrast Ihe policy of die 
present Home Secretary, by which 
other issues such as a prisoner's 
exceptional progress in . custody 
might be considered, was 
unobjectionable. 

The Queens Bench Divisional 
Court so held dismissing an 
application by Myra Hindley 
applicarion for judicial review of 

1 The decisions of the Home 
Secretary communicated on Feb¬ 
ruary 3,1997 that she serve a whole 
life tariff to satisfy the require¬ 
ments of retribution and deter¬ 
rence in respect of the two offences 
of murder of which she had been 
convicted, and on November 19, 
1997 that the tariff be maintained: 

2 Tlte policy of the Home Sec¬ 
retary, Mr Michael Howard, an¬ 
nounced an December 7,1994. that 
[how on whom whole life tariffs 
had been imposed would not 
thereafter be able to gain release 
by reason of their progress in 


.prison and lack of clanger to 
society, and 

3 The policy of the Home Sec¬ 
retary. Mr Jack Straw, announced 
on November 19,1997, to maintain 
a category of whole life prisoners 

to respect of whom their length of 
time in custody, progress in prison 
and lack of danger to society would 
never qualify them for more than 
the possibility of release before 
death as an exception to a predeter¬ 
mined general rule of life-fong 
incarceration. 

In 1966 the applicant had been 
convicted of the murder of wo 
children. Lesley Ann Downey and 
Edward Evans, and of being an 
accessory after the fact to the 
murder of a third. John Kilbride. 
The trial judge indicated to the 
Home Office that while he hoped 
her oodefendant. Ian Brady, 
would not be released in any 
foreseeable future, she would be 
kept in prison for "a very long 
time". 

In 1982 Lord Lane. Lord Chief 
Justice; recommended that while 
he would never release Brady, and 
had initially reached the same 
opinion about the applicant, he 
would not think any term less than 
25 years would be appropriate. 

In November 1983 the Home 
Secretary had outlined his policy 
on release of mandatory life sen¬ 
tence prisoners, making dear that 
sexual or sadistic murderers of 
children could normally expect to 
serve at least 20 years, and longer 
where required by the gravity of 
the offence; he would normally set 
an initial review three years before 
expiry of the tariff. 

In 1985 Lord Lane confirmed his 
earlier recommendation and the 
Home Secretary reached the pro¬ 
visional view that the tariff appro¬ 
priate for the applicant should be 
30 years, while that for Brady 
should be 40 years. 

He announced his policy on life 
sentence prisoners who had al¬ 
ready spent long periods in cus¬ 
tody that for those whose tariff was 
longer than 20 years the first 
formal review would take place 
after 17 years in custody. 

At that time the Parole Board 
decided not to review the ap¬ 


plicant's case for a further five 
years, nor Brady's fora further ten 
years. At that stage foe applicant 
was not told and could not have 
calculated foe provisional 30 year 
tariff. 

In 1987 the applicant confessed 
to the police her complicity in Ihe 
murders of two other children, 
Keith Bennett and Pauline Reade. 
and in that of John Kilbride. She 
also gave, details of Bradys 
domination over her and the 
intimidation to which he had 
subjected her. • 

In 1990 the Home Secretary had 
concluded that careful study of her 
case in the context of similar cases 
led inexorably to the imposition of 
a whole life tariff. 

in 1993 the Home Secretary 
announced his response to R v 
Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, Ex parte Doody 
({199411 AC 531) and. in particular 
that a prisoner would be told his 
tariff foe judicial recommenda¬ 
tions and any reasons for depon¬ 
ing from them. He stated that 
exceptionally a tariff might be 
increased or reduced but thar a 
prisoner might make representa¬ 
tions against any such increase. 

On December 7.1994 foe Home 
Secretary announced his policy in 
relation to prisoners serving a 
whole life tariff: that there would 
be periodic ministerial reviews or 
such a case after 2S years in 
custody to consider whether to 
convert the tariff to a determinate 
period. Such reviews would be 
confined solely to considerations of 
renibution and deterrence. 

On December 15 foe Home 
Office informed the applicant of 
the judicial recommendations, the 
provisional 30-year tariff set in 
I9S5 and the whole life tariff set in 
1990. The applicant made 
repres en t a tions on the reduction of 
her tariff and on February 3. [997 
foe Home Secretary set afresh a 
whole life tariff. 

On November 10, 1997 die 
present Home Secretary made a 
statement in response to R v 
Secretary of State far the Home 
Department, Ex parte Pierson 
<119971 3 WLR 492} but made it 
dear that he would continue the 


practice of his predecessor in 
setting and reviewing adult 
murderers’ tariffs. 

On his discretion to altera tariff 
he stated that when reviewing at 
the 25-year point he would be open 
to foe possibility that exceptional 
circumstances, inducting excep¬ 
tional progress in prison, might 
render a reduction appropriate. 

On November 19. he invited 
representations from the applicant 
on the possibility of reduction, but 
indicated that, applying his policy, 
he saw no reason to depart from 
ibe whole life tariff 

Mr Edward Fitzgerald. QC and 
Mr Tim Owen for the applicant; 
Mr David P&nnk±. QC and Mr 
Mark Shaw for the Home 
Secretary. 

THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE 
rejected Mr Fitzgeralds sub¬ 
mission that it was unlawful for a 
whale life tariff to be set in any 
case, as being inconsistent with the 
intentions and expectations of 
those who had enacted the aboli¬ 
tion of tlte death penalty in 1965, 
with the practice adopted in the 
years following abolition and with 
the parole procedures introduced 
in 1967. 

His Lordship could see no. 
reason in principle why a crime or 
crimes, if sufficiently heinous, 
should oat be regarded as deserv¬ 
ing life-long incarceration for pur¬ 
poses of pure purushment- 

One could readily accept that in 
requiring a sentence of life. 
imprisonment on those convicted 
of murder, Parliament did not 
intend the sentence to mean what it 
said in all. or even a majority, of 
cases. But there was nothing to 
suggest that Parliament intended 
foot it should never, even leaving 
aside considerations of risk, mean 
what it said. 

When, in section 29 of the Crime 
(Sentences] Act 1997. Parliament 
again conferred a wide discretion 
on the Home Secretary to release 
mandatory life sentence prisoners 
it did so in the knowledge that 
some such prisoners were subject 
to whole life tariffs. Successive 
Lord Chief Justices had regarded 
such a tariff as lawful, and so did 
his Lordship. 


However. Mr Fitzgerald was on 
stranger ground in arguing that a 
whole life tariff with no provision 
for account do be taken of excep¬ 
tional circumstances. such as 
exceptional progress in prison, 
was unlawful. 

A Home Secretary could not. 
bind his successors, so even if he 
fixed a whole life tariff In a 
particular case and decided never 
to look at it again be could not 
prevent his successors from doing 
so. But more importantly he could 
not unlawfully fetter his own 
discretion. 

Section 61 of the Criminal Justice 
Ad)967. section 3S erf the Criminal 
Justice Ad 1991 and section 29 of. 
the 1997Aa conferred a very broad 
discretion mi him. He was free to 
formulate and follow a policy and 

for administrative reasons it was 
necessary for him to do so. Bat he 
must not adopt a policy which 
admitted of no exceptions what¬ 
ever the facts of the case. 

Following the House of Lords' 
app roach stated in In re Findlay 
([1985) AC 318.336E) his Lordship 
considered dial rn his statonenc of 
December 7, 1994, Mr Howard 
had unlawfully fettered his dis¬ 
cretion since Ik expressly said that 
foe purpose of periodical reviews 
would be solely to consider 
whether the whole life tariff should 
be converted id a determinate 
period and should be confined to 
considerations of retribution and 
deterrence. 

By that he was to be taken to 
have meant that no consideration 
would be given to factors such as 
exceptional progress in prison. The 
applicant's challenge to thar state¬ 
ment of policy was made good. 

However Mr Straw’s policy 
statement of November 10, 1997 
remedied that defect and accord¬ 
ingly the policy now in force was 
legally unobjectionable on that 
ground. 

On the question of foe lawful¬ 
ness of increasing the applicant's 
tariff his Lordship referred to 
Pierson where Lord Steyn and 
Lord Hope of Craighead had both 
held, adversely to the Home Sec¬ 
retary, that since he was exercising 
what was in all essairials a 


sentencing function he had acted 
unlawfully in effectively increasing 
the prisoner's tariff in that case. 

However, Mr Pannick submit¬ 
ted in foe present case that both 
Lord Steyn and Lord Hope had 
founded their statements of prin- 
dple on the condition Ouu foe tariff 
had there bean fixed and commu¬ 
nicated to the prisoner.. 

His Lordship reviewed their 
speeches and concluded that it was 
impossible to regard the conditions 
of fixing and communicating the 
tariff to tbe prisoner.as other than 
fundamental to their conclusion. 

Thai conclusion _ was in no way 
surprising. Great importance bad 
been attached do the analogy 
between a sentencing and a tariff- 
fixing function, and in the ordinary 
way a judge passing sentence tola 
the defendant then and there, and 
as clearly as he could, what the 
sentence was. 

Tbe principle of fairness on 
which Lord Steyn and Lord Hope 
bad relied found its primary 
rationale in the need for a sen¬ 
tenced defendant eo know once and 
for all where he stood. 

On the question whether foe 30- 
year tariff had been fixed and 
communicated to the applicant, his 
Lordship said that the 1985 de¬ 
rision had to considered in con texL 

At that time the Home Secretary 
could not have intended or contem¬ 
plated that his derision would be 
communicated to the applicant; he 
had envisaged that a local review 
committee would consider her 
case, but probably defer a review 
for five years. 

He had not, as Mr Howard later 
did. asserted a power to increases 
tariff once set and had made it 
plain tint he would not increase a 
tariff once a first formal review 
dare had been given. He coukl not 
have supposed it neoessary to 
reserve a right, to reduce a tariff 
term. 

Tbe evidence showed that the 
provisional fixing of a tariff was an 
exceptional step .The natural in¬ 
ference was that h was so set at 30 
years because the Home Secretary 
recognised that it might be judged 
appropriate to imprison foe ap¬ 
plicant fora longer period. 


He reached a provisional conclu¬ 
sion of 30 years because he wished 
to reserve the right for himsdf to 
. revise that renn, whether upwards 
or downwards. The tariff was not 
fixed or set at tha t time. Nor was it 
ever communicated to the 
applicant. 

All the official communications 
and statements now before the 
court were careful to avoid giving 
any indication of how long she 
should expect to remain in prison. 
In 1989 she wrote to the Home 
Secretary pleading to be tokl her 
tariff date. She was not told. 

In the fight of Doody it was plain 
that she should have been told of 

any decision on her tariff term, of 
any departure from the judicial 
recommendations and tbe reasons 
for it. 

It was hard on her thar she 

should be prejudiced by the Home 
Secretary's failure to do what the 
law now said he should have done. 
But it was difficult to see hem the 
applicant coukl be in a better 
position than the two mandatory 
life sentence prisoner? considered 
in Findlay (at p33S) who had been 

• grossly disadvantaged by a change 
of policy and whose challenge to its 
Implementation had foiled. 

In their speeches in Pierson, 
Lord B rowne-WIlkinson and Lord 
Lloyd of Berwick were wholly 
. su pp ortive of the Home Secretary's 
argument here that it was within 
his wide discretion conferred by 
statute to increase the tariff 

His Lordship considered that 
Lord Goff of Chieveley in his 
speech had accepted the right of 
(he Home Secretary to increase a 
tariff previously set in accordance 
with a policy duly adopted and 
formerly announced, subject to 
any argument founded on legiti¬ 
mate expectation. 

If that were so, it would appear 

* that foe majority accepted foe 
lawfulness of such a power in 
principle. But in any event that 
principle would not apply to a case 
such as the present where the 30- 
year tariff had not been fixed and 
communicaied to the applicant. 

That approach to the Home 
Secretary’s role in relation to 
mandatory life sentence prisoners 


was wholly consistent with the 
analysis in Findlay end Doody. 

His Lordship rejected further 
challenges to thefowfulness of the 
1990 and 1997 derisions on the 
grounds of failure to make disclo¬ 
sure and to invite representations 
as required by Doody. Irrational¬ 
ity. defeat of the applicants legiti¬ 
mate expectation and want of 
reasons. 

However, he parted from foe 
case uneasily conscious that the 
issues which might really underlie 
it vrere not before foe court. 

There was room for serious 
debate whether the task of 
determining how long convicted 
murderers should serve in prison 
as punishment for their crimes 
should be undertaken by the 
judiciary, as in the case or dis¬ 
cretionary life prisoners, or, as 
now, fry the executive. 

Thai was in large measure a 
political and constitutional debate: 
not a question for decision by the 
court. 

The applicant clearly felt that 
she was held hostage to public 
opinion, condemned to pass the 
resit of her life in prison, although 
no longer judged a danger to 
anyone, because of her notoriety 
and the public obloquy which 
would foil on any Home Secretary 
who ordered her release. 

But, no doubt wisely, she made 
no accusation of bod faith or that 
the Home Secretary had exercised 
his discretion far any improper or 
ulterior purpose or had taken into 
account any irrelevant or improper 
consideration. 

Had such a charge been made 
the court would have had to 
consider it and any evidence in 
rebuttal and also foe extent to 
which, if at all. the Home Secretary 
might properly take account of 
public opinion. 

But that challenge had not been 
made and tbe court had to confine 
its decision to the grounds argued 
before it. 

Mr Justice Hooper agreed with 
both judgments and Mr Justice 
As till delivered a concurring 
judgment. 

Solicitors: Taylor NkhoL Fins¬ 
bury Park; Treasury Solicitor. 


Past sentences for firearms offences sometimes failed to reflect public concern 


Regina v Avis and related 
appeals and applications 
Before Lord Bingham of Comhill. 
Lord Chier Justice, Mr Justice 
Douglas Brown and Mr Justice 
Kay 

(Judgment December Ib| 

Given the clear public need to 
discourage unlawful possession 
and use of firearms, both real and 
imitation, and Parliament's inten¬ 
tion expressed by the continuing 
increase in maximum penalties, 
the courts should treat such of¬ 
fences under (he Firearms Act 
laoS. as amended by the Firearms 
(Amendment] Act 1994. as serious. 
Past sentences for such offences 
had sometimes failed to reflea 
their seriousness and the justifi¬ 
able public concern they aroused. 

Save for minor infringements, 
offences committed under sections 
Mil. 2(1). 3. 4. 5{1A|. lt>. I6A. 17(1} 
and 12). ISjft. |9 and 21(4). woukJ 
generally merit custodial sen¬ 
tences, even un a plea of guilty and 
where the offender had nn pevious 
record. On breaches of sections 4. 
5. in. IbA. 17(1] and (2). 18(1]. to or 
21. the custodial term was likely to 
be considerable, and where 
particular factors were present 
terms at or approaching the maxi¬ 
mum might Ik appropriate. 


The Court of Appeal so stated 
when determining appeals against 
sentence by Tony Avis. Richard 
Barton and Gerald Thomas and 
refusing applications for leave to 
appeal against sentence by Rich¬ 
ard Torrington. Shaun Marquez 
and Harold Goldsmith. 

Mr Roderick Price. Mr Richard 
Thatcher. Mr John Lfoyd-Thomas, 
Mr Kevin Clarice. Ms Serena 
Tierney, solicitor. Mr David 
Bradshaw, respectively, far foe 
appellants and applicants, all as¬ 
signed by the Registrar of Crim¬ 
inal Appeals; Mr Nicholas 
Hilliard as amicus curiae. 

THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE, 
giving the judgment of the court, 
said that review of the level of 
sentence for firearm offences had 
been prompted by considerations 
that: 

1 In recent cases, foe Court of 
Appeal had criticised sentences 
imposed or upheld in previous 
cases as inadequately reflecting the 
gravity of such offences: we R v 
Ecclestone ((1995] 16 Cr App R (S) 9. 
11J; R v Frauds ((1995] 16 Cr App R 
(Si 95, 98) and R v C/orte 01997] I 
Cr App R (S) 323. 324]. 

2 Parliament, in the Criminal 
Justice and Public Order Act 1994, 
had recently increased the maxi¬ 


mum term that might be Imposed 
for certain of the offenoes. 

3 Criminal statistics for England 
and Wales, published by the Home 
Office for 1996 had shown a sharp 
increase from 1991 to 1996 in (he 
number of convictions for certain, 
bur not all firearm offences; that 
accorded with the subjective im¬ 
pression of a number of judges that 
cases involving firearms came 
before them much more frequently 
than was once foe case, especially 
in some parts of the country. 

The unlawful possession and 
use of firearms was generally 
regarded as a grave source of 
danger to society: firearms might 
be used to take life or cause serious 
injury and to further the com¬ 
mission of other serious crimes. 

Often the victims would be those 
charged with the enforcement of 
foe law or the protection of persons 
or property. In foe conflicts which 
occurred between competing crim¬ 
inal gangs, often related to the 
supply of drugs, the use and 
possession of firearms provoked 
an escalating spiral of violence. 

Where imitation firearms were 
involved the risk to life and limb 
was absent but such weapons 
could be and often were used to 
frighten victims in order to re¬ 
inforce unlawful demands. Such 


Inquiries most sensitive 


Regina v Smith (David 
James) 

Defence inquiries about alleged 
poltcv informants wen: notoriously 
seiisinve arid if (liere was to be 
such an inquiry ir should be made 
in die must s|nvafic terms so iliar 
no iiiisuiiilorManding cnuW arise. 

The Court nt Appeal (Lord 
Justice Rose. Mr Justice Holland 
and Judge Clarke. (JO so stated on 
Nmetiipcr 17.»lien dismissing the 
.ippcal ol David James Smith 
jp.imst Ins conviction on April 14. 
PW7 at York Crown Court (Judge 
Crabtree and a jury) of handling 
stolen plods. 


MR JUSTICE HOLLAND said 
dial at the beginning of the trial 
counsel for the appellant ask ed 
prosecuting counsel whether a co¬ 
accused was a police informant. 
Prosecuting counsel misunder- 
sIikxI. thinking that the inquiry 
related to ihe identity of oh 
anonymous informant who had 
caused foe police to go to the 
appellant's' address. 

.After making unsuccessful in¬ 
quiries himself, prosecuting coun¬ 
sel made an e\ pane application to 
the judge in chambers fur an 
adjournment That was refusal 

Plainly ir was a matter of 
criticism that in such a sensitive 


area there was a misunderstand¬ 
ing between counsel. Further, 
counsel was in error in going alone 
to the judge in chambers when 
there was no basis for an ex parte 
application and without u short¬ 
hand writer being present to 
record what was raid in the 
absence of defence oounsel. Fi¬ 
nally. their Lordships were not 
happy about the judge’s apparent 
view that the information sought 
would have been of no value. 

Their Lordships condemned 
forthrightly what had happened. 
However, in the circumstances 
they were satisfied that rite convic¬ 
tion was safe. 


weapons were difficult to distin¬ 
guish from the real thing, and the 
victim was usually as much fright¬ 
ened as, if a genuine firearm had 

been used. 

The appropriate level of sentence 
would, as for any other offence, 
depend on all the particular facts 
relevant to the offence and the 
offender and it would be wrong for 
the Court of Appeal to seek to 
prescribe unduly restrictive 
sentencing guidelines. 

However it would usually be 
appropriate for the sentencing 
court to ask itself four questions: 

1 What son of, weapon was 
.. Involved?. Genuine weapons, were 

more dangerous than imitation 
firearms, loaded firearms than 
unloaded, unloaded for which 
ammunition was available than 
where none was available. Pos¬ 
session of a firearm which had no 
lawful use, such as a sawn-off 
shotgun, would be viewed even 
more seriously than possession of 
a firearm capable of lawful use 

2 What, if any, use had been made 
or foe firearm7 The court had to 
take account of all the drcum¬ 
stances surrounding any use made 
of the firearm: the more prolonged 
and premeditated and violent the 
use the more serious the offence 
was likely to be. 

3 With what intention, if any, did 
the defendant possess or use the 
firearm? Generally the most seri¬ 
ous offences under the Act were 
those requiring proof of a specific 
criminal intent to endanger life, 
cause fear of violence, resist arrest, 
commit an indictable offence. The 
more serious the act intended, the I 
more serious the offence. 

4 What was foe defendant's 
record? The seriousness of any 
firearm offence was inevitably 
increased if the offender had an 
established record of committing 
firearms offences or crimes of 
violence. 

The court referred to the 1968 Act 
which laid down a hierarchy of 
offences, and mentioned: 

1 Section 1(1) by which it was an 
offence io possess, purchase or 


acquire a firearm or ammunition 
without a certificate: foe maximum 
penalty had been raised fay the 
1994 Act from three to five years. 

2 Section 2(1) whereby possession, 
purchase or acquisition of a shot¬ 
gun without a certificate carried a 
maximum raised by file 1994 Act 
from three to five years. 

3 Section 21(4): the offence of 
possessing a firearm or ammu¬ 
nition as a prohibited person for 
which the maxim urn had been 
raised by the 1994 Act from three to 
five years. 

4 Section 3: the offence of trading 

in firearms without bring an 
authorised deafer and of 'selliiag 
firearms to a person without a 
certificate for which the maximum 
had been raised from three to five 
years. • - 

5 Section 4 by which it was an 
offence to shorten the bane! of a 
shotgun, to convert certain items 
into a firearm and to commit an 
offence under section 1(1} in the 
aggravated form set out in section 
*4(4) by possessing, purchasing or 
acquiring a shortened shotgun or 
converted firearm: the maximum 
term had been increased by the 
1994 Act from five to seven years. 

6 Section 19: whereby the offence of 
possessing a firearm and ammu¬ 
nition in any public place attracted 


a maximum of seven years, in¬ 
creased from five by the 1994 Act 

7 Section 5(1) and (1A). as inserted 
by the Firearms Act (Amendment} 
Regulations (SI 1992 No 2823), by 
which it was an offence to possess 
or distribute certain prohibited 
weapons or ammunition and 
where the maximum in the first 
subsection had been raised from 
five to 10 years and in foe second 
subsection from two to 10 years by 
the 1994 AcL 

8 Section 16A. inserted into the 1968 
Act by the Firearms (Amendment) 
Act 1994. by which it was an 
ofienoe to possess any firearm or 
imitation with intent to cause or 
ena We another to cause any person 
to believe that unlawful violence 
-would be used against him or 
another: for that offence a maxi¬ 
mum of 10 years was provided. 

9 Section 16 by which it was an 
offence for a person to have in hn 
possession any firearm or ammu¬ 
nition with intent ro endanger life 
or enable another to da so whether 
or not arty injury were caused and 
where die maximum had been 
raised by foe Criminal Justice Act 
1972 from 14 years to life. 

10 Section 17(1) by which to make 
use or attempt to make use of a 
firearm or imitation with intent to 
resist or prevent arrest was an 
offence for the which the maxi¬ 


mum had been raised by the 1972 
Act from 14 years to life. 

U Section 17(2) whereby it was an 
offence, at die time of committing 
other specified offences, to possess 
a firearm or imitation, unless, it 
was shown that possession was for 
a lawful object and where the. 
maximum had been raised first by 
. the 1972 Act from seven to 14 years 
and then by foe Criminal Justice 
Act 1988 to life. 

12 Section 18(1) by which it was an 
offence for a person to have with 
him a firearm or imitation with 
intent to commit an indictable 
offence or to resist arrest or 
prevent the arrest of angffter and 
for which the maximum had been 
first raised by foe 1972 Act from 10 
to 14 years and then by the 1988 Act 
to life. 

The authorities relating to of¬ 
fences under those sections, to 
. which foe court referred, illus¬ 
trated the factual and personal 
diversity of the cases coming 
before the courts. Any rigid for¬ 
mulaic approach to levels of sen¬ 
tence would be productive of 
injustice in some cases. 

However, given the dear public 
need to discourage foe unlawful 
possession and use of firearms, 
both real and imitation, and the 
intention of Parfiament expressed 
.in. a continuing increase in nuuti- 


LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES 


mum penalties, the courts should 
treat any offence against foe pro¬ 
visions to which foe court had 
referred as serious. 

Some of the sentences imposed 
for those offences had in foe past 
failed to reflect char seriousness 
and the justifiable public concern 
which they aroused. 

Save for minor infringements 
which might be and were properly 
dealt with summarily, offences 
against those provisions would 
almost invariably merit terms of 
custody, even on a plea of guilty 
and where an offender had no 
previous record. 

Where there were breaches of 
sections 4,5,16.16A. 17(1) and (2). 
18(1). 19 or 21. foe custodial term 
was likely to be of considerable 
length and where foe four ques¬ 
tions suggested by foe court 
yielded answers adverse to the 
offender, terms ac or approaching 
the maximum might in a contested 
case be appropriate. 

An indeterminate sentence 
should however be imposed only 
where the established criteria for 
imposing such a sentence were 
meL 

The court then considered and 
dealt with the individual appeals 
and applications. 

Solicitors: Treasury Solid tor. 
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Right to collect from foreshore 
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Adair v [National Trust for 
Places of Historic Interest or 
Natural Beauty and Another 

Roll're Mr Justice Girvun 
jJudpiiteiit November 21| 

.V vunuuun law. members of the 
public wore entitled id collect 
shellfish Innn tidal waters and foe 
foreshore as un incident of the 
pul die rigid l« fish but were 
entitled in take lugworms only as 
an ancillary to the right 10 fish. 

Mr Justice Girvnn. sitting in die 
Chancery Division of the High 
Court of Northern Ireland, so held 
in granting declaratory relief to the 
plaintiff. Thomas Adair, that he 
was entitled to collect winkles and 
whelks from the waters and bed of 

St rang ford Laugh below ihe water 
mark and from (hat part of foe 
foreshore owned by the first defen¬ 
dant. (he National Trust for Places 
of Historic Interest or Natural 
Beauty. 

The second defendant, the 
Crown Estate Commissioners, 
which disputed entitlement lo part 
of the foreshore with the National 
Trust took no pari in the 
proceedings. 

Mr E J. David McRricn for foe 
plaintiff: Mr A. F. W. Devlin fur 
foe National Trust. 

MR JUSTICE GIRVAN raid 
(foil for the purposes of the law' the 
term "foreshore" had a precise 
meaning and referred to that 
portion of the realm which lay 
between the high water mark and 
low water mark of ordinary tides 
occurring between the spring and 
neap title*, and which was alter- 


niucly covered and left dry by the 
flux and reflux of the tide. 

Strangford Lough was an arm nf 
the sea. Because of iu physical 
characteristics at low ode extensive 
areas of foreshore were left ex¬ 
posed and formed the habitat for a 
lurpr number of different species 
of marine life including shellfish, 
birds and vegetation. 

Increasing awareness of 
ensironmentai issues had hich- 
liyhted tlx? need for foe protection 
of marine life in erased areas and 
in particular Strangford Lough 
which was an area of outstanding 
scientific interest and natural 
beauty. The National Trust was 
very properly concerned to protect 
such areas placed in its charge. 

The plaintiff for most of his life 
had been actively involved in foe 
focal fish industry and he contin¬ 
ued to collect shellfish from both 
(Ik foreshore and from ihe sea in 
the urea claimed by the National 
Trust. The National Trust asserted 
that he had no entitlement so to do. 

At common law there was a 
public right tu take fish from foe 
tidal waters around the Kingdom. 

Thcaunmun law right extended to 
foe tidal reaches of all riven: and 
csruarics and in tile sea and arms 
of the sea within the territorial 
limits of the Kingdom. 

It had never fatten questioned in 
the past that the righi to take fish 
in tidal waters included the right to 
lake shellfish: see Truro Corpora¬ 
tion v Rowe (1100212 KB 7W). 

His Lordship was satisfied that 
the plaintiffs common law right 
extended lo shellfish .such as 
whelks. 

The righis of persons over the 


foreshore raised more difficult 
questions By parity of reasoning 
Mr Devlin am tended that there 
was no logical reason why a public 
richi to fish in tidal waters implied 
a similar right tn coifed shellfish 
un the foreshore when the tide was 

OUL 

The common law. however, had 
me always developed an foe basis 
or logic and the common law. in 
particular in foe cuntexi of 
determining the rights of the 
public on die foreshore, had devel¬ 
oped piecemeal and not as a 
reasoned whole. 

The commonly held view had 
long been that the public right to 
fish in the sea extended to die 
collection of fish iaduding shell¬ 
fish im the exposed foreshore w-hen 
foe tide was out: see Baggott v Orr 
ffJ5UI)2B&D472). 

His Lordship concluded that 
there was a co mmon law right 
vested in the members of the public 
to take shellfish from the foreshore 
and that that was an incident of the 
public right to fish. While there 
were already fine distinctions and 
examples of illogicality in relation 
to the law of the foreshore, any 
other conclusion in the context of 
the collecting of shellfish would 
give rise to strange consequences. 

If no such right existed, a 
member of the public could collect 
shcUfi'fo from the sea as it receded 
provided that he lifted them from 
takttfo the surface of the water 
but he could not mllecr shellfish 
once that water had receded from a 
particular area. He could collect 
shellfish from the bon am of a rock 
partially covered by foe sea but not 
from the part of the rock above the 


level of foe water. He could collect 
shellfish from rock pools bui not 
after they had dried out 

Lugworms were not fish and 
right to dig for such worms, if it 
existed, had to arise on some other 
basis. In Anderson v Alnwick 
District Council (11993) I WLR 
11561 foe Court of Appeal held that 
a public right to take worms from 
the foreshore was recognised by 
common law as ancillary to foe 
right to fish provided that the 
taking of worms was directly 
related to an actual or intended 
exercise of that right. 

It followed that foe plaintiff 
could not assert a dafrn to an 
unrestricted and unfettered righr 
to take lugworms for any purpose 
and in any quantity. On his own 

evidence he was roflecting Jug- 

worms commerrially with a view 
to selling them to third parties and 
not as an incident of his own 
personal fishing purposes. 

The public right lo fish in sea 
waters and on foe foreshore was a 
common law development of some 
antiquity and emerged in an age 
that foiled to recognise the environ¬ 
mental and ecological impact that 
Unwed from on untrammelled 
right to reap the harvests of nature. 

It paid no regard to foe threat of 
foe depletion of fish stocks or to the 
impact such a depletion would 
have on the natural chain. 

The common law right, how¬ 
ever. was so entrenched in the law 
that it was now a matter for the 
legislature rather than foe courts 
to regulate foe co mmon law right. 

Solid tors: Campbell Bates & Co, 
Comber. Johns Elliot. Belfast. *- 
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‘Eighty people came 
in one by one to be 
told they had to go. 
Imagine the agony 
for a young editor’ 


R ichard Addis has filled the 
Editor's chair at The Express for 
just over two years, but still 
finds it uncomfortable. "I’ve 
never liked this MF1 leather-covered 
furniture." he confides to me. And when 
Stephen Grabiner, the laddish chief 
executive of United Newspapers, arrives 
to join us. Addis teases him with a plea for 
an office makeover. 

' G ra biner hedges: "After a t ear of year- 
on-year sales increases you can have your 
new furniture." 

- “So that will be in six months.” is 
Addis's triumphal retort. He swivels on 
the despised chair to face me. “Make a 
note," he commands. 

’ Addis is right to underline that sales of 
the mid-market tabloid, now called sim¬ 
ply The Express after rhe effective merger 
of the daily and Sunday editions, have 
been on a gently rising curve .since the 
middle of the year, compared with the 
same period in 1996. The advance is 
insignificant however, compared with the 
sharper gains made by its chief rival, the 
Daily Mail. And despite Addis’s editorial 
innovations, the gap between the two 
papers continues to widen. 

But he believes that changes in the 
nation's social and political climate may 
at last be working in favour of the new 
paper he is creating from a title that, 
before he arrived in December 1995. had 
been in rerreat for decades. 

Turn the clock back 30 years. In 1967 the 
Daily Express, just beginning its long 
posr-Beaverbruok decline, sold just under 
four million copies a day — nearly half a 
million down from its crusading peak in 
the late Fifties. The Daily Mail was at just 
more than two million. Both were 
struggling against the all-powerful Daily 
Mirror, selling more titan live million 
comfortably. 

Ten years later, all three had been 
damaged by* Rupert Murdoch’s revitalis¬ 
ed Sun. then about to overtake the Daily 
Mirror at 3.7 million. The Express was 
down to 15 million and the Daily Mail 1.8 
million. By 1987 the Daily Mail, still at L8 
million, was on the brink of overhauling 
the demoralised Daily Express. Today the 
Daily Mail, with 123’ million, is 7 per cent 
up on last year while The Express, on 121 
million, has improved its circulation by 
less rhan l per cent — still slightly below 
what it was when Addis took over. 

• Despite that, company audits show the 
paper has remained profitable and Addis, 
the former executive editor of the Daily 
Mail, believes he is achieving a signifi¬ 
cant turnaround at last 
- "We set about things with great gusto, 
ffl;e you would in a badly ruined garden 
— hacking and slashing and cutting 
things down." he recalls of his first few 
weeks as Editor. "Within weeks we were 
producing an Express that was quite 
different" 

• The changes began in January 1996. 
Nearly every day the paper carried an 
announcement of some startling develop¬ 
ment. Harking back to The Express's 


After a controversial start and reports of low staff 
morale, Richard Addis, Editor of The Express, is 
still hopeful of a change in his paper’s 
fortunes. Interview by Michael Leapman 


famous history, Addis restored Beach¬ 
comber, rhe whimsical columnist created 
by J.B. Morton in the Thirties, and 
reintroduced the pseudonymous William 
Hicke>- gossip column, dropped in the 
Eighties. 

New, upmarket columnists — Mary 
Kenny, Anthony Holden. Alexander 
Chancellor — were engaged. Roy 
Hanersley was hired as a television critic. 
With some fanfare, the letters page was 
brought from the back of the paper to 
somewhere near the front and letters were 
solicited from celebrities such as Terry 
Wogan. John Humphrys. Jimmy Hill and 
the Duchess of Kent. A page of answers to 
mundane queries was launched, aping 
the Daily Mail. 

Some of these innovations have sur¬ 
vived. but the letters page soon returned 
to the back of the paper, taking Beach¬ 
comber with it. Chancellor and Hattersley 
have moved on. "It was all quite a healthy 


'■=, ’h 

process," Addis insists. “1 would defend it 
as a way of indicating change — making 
dramatic moves when you arrive, then 
settling down. I thought The Express 
desperately needed a heart.” 

But the response of readers was 
negative. Circulation continued to sink. 
Then in August 1996 came the merger of 
United Newspapers, owners of The 
Express titles, and Lord Hollick’s tele¬ 
vision-led conglomerate MAI. Grabiner 
was hired from The Daily Telegraph to 
run the newspaper side of the merged 
company. United News and Media. 

The new management team found 
Addis depressed by his lack of initial 
success, "When l first met Stephen and 
Lord Hollick, 1 told them 1 wasn’t sure 
whether I could do anything with the 
paper,” he recalls. “I was philosophically 
accepting that maybe we were at the end 
of the road." 

Lord Hollick and Grabiner disagreed. 
They began by imposing tight cost 
controls, which led to the merger of the 
daily and Sunday papers, with a reduced 
staff under a single editor. This meant 
rhat either Addis or Sue Douglas, the 
Editor of The Sunday Express, would 
have ro fall on their sword, and they both 
knew it. It was a tense time. 

“I wasn’t sure that it wouldn’t be me 
who would have to go." he recollects. “But 
Sue and I actually managed, rather 
miraculously, nor to fail out over it" 

In the event Douglas, who had been 
appointed at the same time as Addis, was 
the reluctant loser. Most of her senior staff 
went with her, along with many other 
long-term employees thought to be sur¬ 


plus to the requirements of the stream¬ 
lined seven-day paper. 

Senior staff say that Addis got the job 
over Douglas because he did everything 
the management demanded and never 
once defended the editorial department 
from the cost-cutters. 

Although he had fired a few people in 
(he initial pruning, this was the first time 
that Addis, then 40, had been involved in 
such a wholesale slaughter. He says it 
sickened him. He is a mild-mannered 
man who. as a youth, had thought of 
becoming a monk. It all went against the 
grain. 

“Eighty people came in one by one and. 
were told they had to go. It was a horrible 
atmosphere. Fteople queued outside, 
knowing what they were going to be told. 
Imagine the agony of that for a new young 
editor." he says. 

But imagine. loo, the even greater 
agony of the victims, some of whom had 
spent the best part of a lifetime with the 
paper. There are still complaints about 
the brutality of the cull, in particular 
about Addis’s failure to break the news in 
person to all the people who had to go. 
Because there were so many, he saw only 
about half, leaving senior executives to 
deal with the others. 

Former staff say it is a nonsense to 
suggest that he knew "the agony" of the 
sackings because he typically left it to 
others to do the dirty work. Apocryphal 
stories circulated that those fortunate 
enough to be summoned to his office often 
kept their jobs if they were shrewd enough 
to weep or to claim affection and 
veneration for St PUut. Addis's favourite 
saint. 

His approach was reportedly crass, 
telephoning the long-serving New York 
correspondent and inquiring: “How 
would you like a rather large cheque?" 

“It was horrible but I could see it was 
necessary,” says the man who is also 
reported to have likened sacking staff to 
clearing out an old sock drawer. Critics 
also claim that when his deputy, Ian 
Monk, faced dismissal for suspected 
corrupt practice, Addis defended him 
unnl told by Lord Hollick that both would 
then have to go. Monk left that night 

“I’m glad to say the atmosphere now is 
much happier, wrth the office decked out 
with Christmas cards and all the depart¬ 
ments having their parties," says Addis. 

Survivors" however, find ironic his 
instructions that “staff must misbehave or 
be sacked" at his Christmas party 
(prosaically called the “St Lazarus Day 
Party") this week, since this was the first 
Express Editor to frown on the practice of 
lunch. Staff were instructed that if lunch 
was required to get a story, then “forgei 
the story". 

Even if not all staff feel like joining in, 
Addis’s new party mood reflects an easing 
of the financial stringency: “We have got 
the costs right down, reinvested £10 
million — mainly in the new Saturday 
magazine — and we have another £10 
million next year for huge projects that 



Richard Addis is rumoured to have kept staff who were shrewd enough to daim they venerated St Paul, his favourite saint 


will improve die paper a lot Clive Hollick 
is very enthusiastic about newspapers. 
When he arrived we weren’t sure that he 
would be." Lord Hollick is also known to 
be enthusiastic about new Labour and 
Addis wondered at first whether this 
would cause friction, given The Express’s 
traditional conservatism. 

“If you were him, wouldn't you have 
told me that I had no endorse Blair in the 
election? I was expecting him to say that— 
he was so much part of the Blair project 
and passionately wanted the victory." 

In the event Lord Hollick gave no such 
instruction (although there were some 
notably pro-Blair news stories) and The 
Express half-heartedly advised its readers 
ro vote Conservative. Since the election the 
paper has grown increasingly supportive 
of the Government: last week its main 
feature concluded that Mr Blair was a 
greater radical reformer than Baroness 
Thatcher. 

Ten years ago our readers would have 
quivered with rage at that," Addis 
concedes. "But we did same research. We 
found that in May half our readers voted 


Tory and half Labour. A month later we 
did a survey and 90 per cent of those who 
voted Tory said they were quite happy 
with the Labour Government. 

“We think we have found a new middle 
class which has emerged as an important 
force in rhe past ten years and which does 
vote Labour. It has different obsessions 
from the Thatdierite middle class that 
David English built the Mail on so 
brilliantly." 


T hus the new Express focuses 
sharply on the family and health. 
Its first drugs correspondent, 
who will write on the use and 
abuse of recreational • drugs such as • 
cannabis and Ecstasy, has just been 
appointed. Another current national ob¬ 
session is sport, and Addis believes he has 
caught that mood, too, by running a 
separate sports section in the middle of 
the paper every day. Surveys show that 
this is popular with readers. 

Grabiner, who helped to develop the 
sports section, holds it out as an example 
oi co-operation between the editorial and 


the commercial sides of the paper. “We 
realised sport was . an area it was 
impossible to write too much about, so 
weVe invested heavifv in it across-all 
seven days. We are now giving Richard 
and his colleagues the money they need to 
develop the whole paper. We’re putting 
money into increased pagination, market¬ 
ing and better-quality magazines. 

“We are taking a newspaper that has 
had at least ten years of being in the hands 
of people who didn’t love it didn’t care for 
irand didn’t invest in it We are starting to 
love and care for it Bur it takes a very long 
time to reverse a decline, especially one 
that has been going an for so long." 

Neither man expeers an imminent 
"dramatic improvement, but they are 
encouraged by evidence that some readers 
of the "red top" tabloids — The Sun and 
The Express's sister paper, the Daily Star 
— are switching to the middle market 

There have been many predictions of 
his imminent departure, but so far Addis, 
famous for maintaining public insouci¬ 
ance in the face of adversity, has stayed 
firmly put. . 


/ ■ WILL the sound; of a 
• mobile phone ringing away 
inside its Christmas box 
' make you smile or scream? 

- Will an absent father faxing 
; oyer the wrapping paper to 

- his distant son melt your 
heart? As commercialism 

; bites ever deeper into lTV's 
festive programming, view- 
ers’ reactions to these images 
/ will be watched closely. For 
v the first time ail of ITV’s 
„ seasonal specials, starting 
with Jack Dee’s on Sunday. 
1 are being sponsored, by 
‘ Panasonic. But will this in- 

- creased, repetitive clutter lead 
I people to zap to another 
; channel? The growth in cred- 
' its, which began so innocently 
f, with Pbwergen*s umbrellas 
v on weather reports, is starting 
,< to annoy. The recent Doritos 
. credits attached io nv Mov- 
; ies — in which dead famous 
: faces make crunching noises 
. — produced a hundred com- 
\ plaints to the Independent 

Television Commission, 
; which says “it certainly hit a 
nerve". 

The problem is that under 
sponsorship rules, companies 

■ cannot show their products 
! directly. So Panasonic's 
" £500,000 for its 15-second 
j; slots has to focus on sugges- 

■ rive noises: the phone's ring 
and the fax machine's singing 
electronic notes. These, of 

’ r course, are the very things 
T- people want to escape from at 
;; Christmas, aren’t they? 

: ■ THOSE switching over io 
i the BBC may find themselves 


The discreet commercial charm of ITV 


singing along to something 
far more acceptable, a season¬ 
al version of Perfect Day, the 
BBC’s brilliantly successful 
promo. The recent chill 
prompted me to call up Jane 
Frost, the corporate brand 
manager — brought into the 
BBC after working on Persfl 
and Shell campaigns — who 
devised it What a touch of 
commercially honed profes¬ 
sionalism can achieve! The 
Christmas version has been 
doctored with a specially 
transformed wintry park 
backdrop, snowy topiary and 
a lot of Pack) Frost's handi¬ 
work. She even managed to 
persuade a reluctant Direc¬ 
tor-General, John Birt, to 
have a special Christmas card 


made with the wintry scene 
and ffie strapline “Wishing 
You a Perfect Day" 

By die way. Perfect Day 
has raised £1 million for 
Children in Need, and is 
about to be released interna¬ 
tionally. Frost (Jane) has re¬ 
ceived no special bonus, but 
says she chose to woric for the 
BBC because she wanted her 
small children to grow up in a 
cultured world with the same 
privileges she had enjoyed. 

But how can she tap Perfect 
Day? WelL in January the 
nexr phase of BBC brand- 
building gets inro gear and 
she has persuaded the Dalai 
Lama to do a plug — he hums 
the World Service tune, Lilli 
Burlero. 





WISHING YOU A PERFECT DAY 

A Merry Christmas from Auntie and John Birt 


■ CLASSIC EM’S Christmas 
card features little birds, as 
notes of music, sitting on the 
staves. I rushed to the piano 
to play the tune, but couldn’t 
figure it out at all. A bit odd. 
But Classic is getting some¬ 
thing right. Paul Gambacci- 
ni. the presenter sd badly 
treated by Radio 3 and Radio 
4, is returning to Classic FM, 
to present its popular chart 
show, as Richard Baker de¬ 
parts for Radio 3. 

■ ONE of the most enjoyable 
columns in The Guardian is 
the one by Ian Mayes, the 
paper’s newish Reader’s Edi¬ 
tor. In a move unmatched 
anywhere else in “Fleet 
Street", he is given space to 
muse publicly each Saturday 
about the grouses of the 
paper's hugely loyal reader¬ 
ship, and its own lapses. 

lasr week he told the 
following story. A bleary-eyed 
couple were reading The 
Guardian on an early morn¬ 
ing Underground trip to a 
far-flung appointment. “My 


God. we’ve got the wrong 
day,” they said, after reading 
the dateline on The Guard¬ 
ian’s G2 tabloid section, 
which proclaimed it to be 
Wednesday, not Thursday. 
After a bit of an altercation 
they decided to turn back. 
“Near home." wrote Mr 
Mayes, “they realised the 
fault was ours, not theirs — 
too late to start out again.” He 
added: "I completely identi¬ 
fied with them.” The column 
has shown that Guardian 
readers are liters re and like 
things to be exact — and they 
are not slow to complain, be it 
about incorrect dates or large 
articles on pornographic 
films. Mr Mayes says readers 
are delighted to receive letters 
from him. Customer care is 
yet one more example of the 
way newspapers are cartnily 

marketing themselves. 

■ AMAZING what you pick 
up at Christmas parties. A 
senior person at GMTV told 
me this week that the show’s 
presenters and producers 


were becoming ominously 
pompous because they had 
swallowed Labour’s line and 
truly believe that Cabinet 
Ministers and the Prime Min¬ 
ister would prefer to appear 
on irs breakfast show than, die 
Today programme because 
more people watch it. Didn’t 
this GMTV executive think 
this might be true? “Don’t be 
daft," came the tart response: 

This is in marked contrast 
to the air of self-confidence 
that buoys up Today even in 
the midst of its spat with 
Labour spin doctors. When 
The Sunday Times reported 
that Tony Blair didn’t listen to 
Today i tackled the present¬ 
ers,- including- John 
Humphrys and the. BBC’s 


news executives. They all said 
the same thing: “Don’t believe 
it” 

■ PHEW, what a - relief to 
find this week's Time Our has 
stuck to Christmas topics. 
Last week’s issue — bearing 
the cover line “Does size 
matter?" — was stuffed with 
so many full-frontal* that it 
belonged oh the Top shelf. 
Two weeks earlier there had 
been an explicit sex directory. 
The content surely sits oddly 
with the magazine’s sections 
on children’s outings and 
family entertainment. 

Tony Elliott the publisher 
— and a father of two diild- 
ren. aged nine and seven — 
says: "It was unfortunate they 


CLASSIC JM 100102 

Classic FM’s Christinas card: can you r spot the tune? 


■ were so close together." He 
debated with his wife about 
whether to leave the sex and 
body issue hanging around at 
home (they did, I didn’t). “The 
average age of our readers is 
the late twenties, and I doubt 
whether more than 10 to 15 
per cent have families. Blunt¬ 
ly. it’s not a magazine for the 
middle aged," he says. 

■ FURTHER signs of the 
timely death of laddism? The 
London Evening Standard's 
Friday ES Magazine, geared 
towards young males, is re¬ 
launching in January as a 
unisex product, with more 
fashion, lifestyle articles and 
a glossy from cover. Editor 
Adam Edwards said sadly 
that the men’s-columns (Giz¬ 
mos, Tube Talk and Pike 
fishing) are being shunted 
together on one forlorn page 
— a men’s corner, rather like 
women’s pages in the 1970s. 
Out completely axe guides to 
the best strip dubs competi¬ 
tions to win a greyhound, but 
back come the stars and 
health. I-predict it will look 
just like The Sunday Times 
Style magazine. - 

■ WATCHING the British 
Comedy Awards last Satur¬ 
day. it. struck me that as 
Jonathan Ross fleshes out he 
is beginning id look (and 
.sound) like Harry R Corbett 
of Steptoe 3 Son.; The fact 
that the sparkly dinner suit he 
has warn for the past three 
years is now too tight only 
heightened the resemblance. 
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TV violence comes in 
all shapes and forms 


THERE is just time to squeeze in a last 
2™ Revision issue bSorTsLSL Cb£ 
tnovies and extended Christmas specials 
such as Men Behaving Badly start to 

dominate the small screen. 

o *J.‘^ eces f r > t0 do so at a time when 
goodwill and good spirits are higher on 
most peoples agenda than serious i ss ue s, 
be ? us f an .interesting piece of research on 
H^^^^ding violence on television, pub¬ 
lished this week might have escaped vour 
attention, 3 

The work, commissioned by the UK's 
main broadcasting groups, plus the Broad* 
casting Standards Commission, no pussycat 
. P 1 it comes to seeking out gratuitous 
violence and stopping it. reveals that most 
viewers do not spontaneously express 
concern about violence on television. 

It is hardly a conclusion designed to 
attract headlines. How much more satisfy* 
mg, not to mention newsworthy, to be able 
to blame violence on television for the 
disintegration of society and record public 
outrage on the 
subject. 


the shape of the rape scene in the drama 
London Bridge. What is interesting is that 
for men all five categories amounted to 
acceptable viewing. Women drew die line at 
“adult (unacceptable) drama". 

The study, which Involved 124 people, of 
whom only 18 spontaneously mentioned 
concern about violence on television, found 
a range of attitudes. At one extreme there 
was a minority, mainly female and elderly, 
who disliked programmes with graphic 
violence. At the other end of the spectrum 
there was a male minority very tolerant of 
extreme violence. 

Must viewers were in the middle and had 
an upper limit of some kind. They found 
very graphic vivid portrayals of fictional or 
real-life violence ofFpurting. 

The findings by Andrew Irving seem 
obvious, yet they do represent a fresh 
approach to the problems of violence on 
television. Until now, the tendency has been 
to count individual acts of violence on 
television, sometimes even “violent" acts in 
Torn and Jer- 


The “quali¬ 
tative" re¬ 
search. as they 
cal] it in the 
trade, was 
based on de¬ 
tailed discus¬ 
sions with 20 



groups designed to be a national cross- 
section in terms of sex, age, class and region. 

It found that while precise definitions of 
violence tend to be personal most people 
are capable of distinguishing between 
violent ads that are more graphic, r ealis tic 
and shocking and those that are “less real 
less graphic and generally less perturbing". 
And guess what, most people do not see the 
slapstick violence of a James Bond movie, 
an old-fashioned western or even a cartoon 
as violent. 

These findings by Andrew Irving Asso¬ 
ciates. a company with experience of 
investigating social policy issues, but who 
are newcomers to the' media violence 
debate, which has been running for longer 
than Coronation Street. amount to com¬ 
mon sense. 

What is more, the groups were able to 
map out their own selected examples of 
types of violence linked to particular 
programmes and what h meant to them. 

There is the “fantasy/harmless" category 
exemplified by James Bond and the 
“historical/educational" violence of Sharpe. 
The often blood-soaked episodes of Casual¬ 
ty is rated “everyday family drama", and 
then there is the “real life" of boxing and the 
news and “adult (unacceptable) drama' ‘ 


ry cartoons, 
and added 
them up as if 
they were all 
the same. Ab¬ 
surd compar¬ 
isons are then 
made between 
years, or chan- 


in 


nds, suggesting that violence has gone up or 
down on a percentage basis. 

Here, at least, researchers are trying lo gel 
to grips with the differences between 
portrayals of violence and die varying 
meanings ascribed to them by different 
people. It should be compulsory reading for 
those great experts on violence on television 
— backbenchers of all parties. 

Inevitably, the survey is only the begin¬ 
ning. The Institute of Communications 
Studies at the University of Leeds will be 
taking the issue further using video-editing 
techniques. The Leeds research will try to 
uncover people's thinking by allowing them 
to produce their own versions of violent 
scenes. 

Of course, not even Santa Claus could 
provide a definitive answer to the biggest 
question of all—the extent to which, if at ail, 
fictional violence on television contributes 
to real violence. There are just too many 
variables. But until the media research 
equivalent of Fermat's last theorem is 
finally crafted. a cautious approach to 
explicit gratuitous or sadistic violence on 
television might be wise. 

• Fresh research into understanding violence on 
television is available from the JTC Information 
Office. S3 Foley Street. London. Wjp 7LB. 



BBC1 will offer 45 minutes of Men Behaving Badly an Christmas Day. but there are those who feel the charm of the year's smash hit is waning 


Short on Christmas crackers 


T he good news this Christinas 
is that there is a brilliant line¬ 
up of festive television pro¬ 
grammes. Brilliant, that is. if 
you happen to be under 10. 

For adults who have little other than 
television to boost their spirits as they 
confront a melange of over-excited 
children and flagging relatives, the 
menu looks sparse. Unless you happen 
to have a fetish for the Spice Girls, the 
workings of Willy Wonka’s chocolate 
factory or have time to become a 
cartoon addict, you might find the 
radio a more inspiring option on the 
day. The combined Christmas Day 
schedules of the BBC, ITV and Chan¬ 
nel 4 must surely rank as some of the 
most unremarkable for years. 

The BBC has spent £42 million on its 
package for the season and. to give 
credit where it is due, has at least tried 
lo entertain us during Christmas 
evening, when three hit comedies are 
screened back to back on BBC!. From 
9pm we are served with a 70-minuie 
One Foot in the Grave special, starring 
Richard Wilson, followed by 45 min¬ 
utes of Men Behaving Badly and half 
an hour of Nick. Hancock's sports quit 
They Think It's All Over. 

Rather unfairly for the BBC though. 


The festive TV line-up is surely the most 
disappointing for years, says Carol Midgley 


it all somehow feels a little flat, and that 
is almost certainly because we are 
spoilt by the memory of last year's 
comedy classic, the critically acclaimed 
Only Fools and Horses. The Christmas 
Day episode pulled in more than 
18 million viewers and was followed by 
another episode on December 29 that 
was watched by a record audience of 
more than 24 million. 

One Foot in the Craw, while still 
original, quality comedy, is surely now 
rather long in the tooth, and there are 
those who say that even the charm of 
this year’s smash hir Men Behaving 
Badly is waning. Lovers of comedy 
might be better advised to tune into 
BBG2 at 2.15pm this year to watch half 
an hour of Shooting Stars. 

Last year ITV was severely trounced 
by the BBC during Christmas week. It 
managed ro get only one programme in 
the ratings'top ten — Coronation 
Street. This year, however, there is 
scarcely any sense of a ratings battle 
between the two terrestrial giants. ITV 
is pitting the Muppers Christmas 


Carol against BBCTs Noel Edmonds' 
Christmas Presents after the Queen's 
message. Its afternoon film. Home 
Alone II. is scheduled against BBC Is 
The Mask, a fairly uninspiring match. 
Perhaps the slot that will be the ntosT 
fiercely contested among families is at 
■4 pm, when BBC1 screens The 
Flirttstones against (TV's The Spice 
Girls Live in Concert. 

Channel 4. as is customary- offers a 
totally different schedule, opting for 
gravitas and culture. Ai 12.40 it screens 
a documentary tribute to Diana. 
Princess of Wales, followed by a film 
abour the nurses who foughr to save 
soldiers' lives during the First World 
War. 

After the Alternative Christmas 
Message, this year delivered by Mar¬ 
garet Gibnev. the Belfast schoolgirl 
who wrote to 150 world leaders asking 
for peace in the province, rhere is a 
performance of Verdi’s Requiem with 
Luciano Pavarotti. In the evening we 
are offered the English National Op¬ 
era's production of The Damnation of 


Faust. Over the season generally, of 
course, there are some potential gems, 
such as the BBC's The Worn tin in 
White. BBC2's comedy drama 
Mothcriimeand [TV's TheCantenillv 
Ghost . screened un Boxing Day. 

For children. BBCI offers a stunning 
line-up. starting with a Christmav 
Teletubbies (scheduled more than two 
hours later than usual to allow 
children to open their presents). Willy 
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory. 
Peter and the Wolf and. later. Top of 
the Pops and Animal Hospital. 

ITV seems rather less inviting, but 
on Christmas morning ir does offer the 
Hollywood movie Honey I Shrunk the 
Kids, and tile first screening of the 
cartoon Father Christmas and the 
Missing Reindeer, featuring the voice 
of David Jason as Sanra 

And for those who will inevitably 
complain that Christmas is losing it-; 
magic, let us not forget thar an 
important television tradition will be 
broken this year. For the first rime ITN. 
not the BBC. will bring us the Queen's 
Christmas message. There is specula¬ 
tion thar it will he broadcast live for the 
first rime and will definitely go out on 
the Internet. Christmas simply isn't 
what it used to be. 
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Customer Services/Export 
Manager 


A large International Freight Forwarding company based in the East 
End of London require: an experienced IT Literate Customer Services 
Manager to implement a new 24 hour Customer Services Department. 
The Candidate must be a self starter with good knowledge of the 
publishing world. Freight Forwarding and good IT knowledge to liaise 
with programmers in the development of systems. Salary cc £25.000, 
applications close 16th January 1998. 

Please Reply to Box No 9127 
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STEWART 

GRAND PRIX 


PAUL. STEWART 
RACING 


ODtmrtunities exist in key media positions at both Stewart Grand Prix, who made their 
successful entry into the F1A Formula 1 World Championship hi 1997, and Paul Stewart 
Racing who again took both the British Formula 3 and Formula Vauxhall titles this year. 


Media Relations Manager - Stewart Grand Prix 


thp successful candidate will travel to all round of the F?A Formula ? World Championship 
to writeand distribute media releases, liaise with the international media, arrange interaiews 
for drivers and other team personnel, and organise media functions on behalf of the team. 
fiLflSSg media opportunities both for the team and te sponsor-parlneis and developing 
am key aspects of this position, for which applicants should demonstrate 
SanfcloSfcnceto media related work. One or more foreign languages are desirable, 
as S the W write with darity under pressure. Knowledge of the Formula I 

environment is crucial- 


Press Officer - Paul Stewart Racing 

neitinn would sun applicants willing to attend all F3 races and some Formula 
S be able W update and rewrite the existing media 
Ope! rounds, “ ? m„jia f 1998 i aunc h, and handle day to day media 

documentation, orgaise w a_ ^.s ^ nationa| _ |ool and trade press is an important 

enq Tf-be” ™wbih will also Move managing press cuttings and photograpic holdings. 


Remuneration package commensurate with qualifications and experience. 

Please reply in writing with a full CV to: 


Stewart Grand Prix Ltd/PsuJ Stfwsn Raring JUKI Ltd 
16 Twiners Drive, Wastelands, Milton Keynes, 
Buricinghamshrrc. MkM 5BW. 

Quote reference SPR1SGPJ or PPR(PSR) 


ESTEE LAUDER 

Regional Sales & 
Marketing Manager 


Based Dubai 


Estee Linder Internationa] lias a high profile 
opportunity in its regional office in Dubai covering MiiUifc 
East and Africa for an exceptional communicator to be 
responsible for sales, advertising and promotional 
expenses, and image of Estee Lauder for the entire area. 

Particular responsibilities will include development of 
regional strategies and programmes as well as lending 
guidance and assistance to Distributors in their 
implementation of these plans. This will require extensive 
travel throughout the region. 

This exciting and challenging career opportunity is 
ideally suited lo a graduate with a minimum of five years' 
experience and a proven record of achievement in sales 
and marketing management within a competitive 
consumer goods/ retail/ fash ion or related environment. 
You must be wiDing to relocate to the U.A.E and be fluent 
in wriuen/oral English. Fluency in Arabic is an advantage 
■ but noL essential. 

Please submit your CV to Sue Rout. Estee Lauder 
Companies, 71-73 Grosvenor Street, London W1X 0BH, or 
telephone for an application form on 0171 409 6897 (24 
hour answerphone). 
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Expanding Docklands based NETWORKING, 
STRUCTURED CABLING & PABX Re-seller Company. 


SALES MANAGER 

OTE £60K + profit share + benefits 

This is an exciting opportunity for an exceptional candidate with proven 
Management success within the Telecoms System and Networking area. The 
role will involve taking full responsibility for Sales and Marketing heading a 
Team of Solutions Sales Executives. FuU Directional status will be given 10 
the right candidate within a year. 


SALES EXECUTIVE 

OTE £35K + benefits 

Wc are seeking an ambitious, intelligent and enthusiastic individual who is 
capable of the "Solution Sale”. Must have at least two years proven success 
within a related industry. 


TELE-SALES 

Enthusiastic , Energetic, Self-Motivated Tele-Sales Personnel required. 
Package derails available lo short-listed Candidates. 

ElwgjfltdXV.m 

NETWORK SERVICES Ltd 

22 Skylines 
Limeharbour 
Docklands 
London 
E14 9TS 
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Research Assistant 
and 

Consulting Assistant 


Frank N. Magid Associates LttL, a worldwide leading research and consultation firm, is seeking a research 
assistant in our London office. This individual wilt assist research analysis in the design, analysis, and preparation 
of presentation materials for market research projects. Position requires an individual with excellent oral and 
written communication skills; the ability to function as a part of a team: good organisational skills; computer 
skills; knowledge of and some experience in the design, application, and analysis of survey research. Prefer an 
individual with ai least a university dgree in communications, journalism, market research, or social science. 

Previous media experience is desirable. Multi language proficiencies is also a plus. 


Frank N. Magid Associates Ltd. is also looking for a consulting assistant Lo assist senior consultants by providing 
writing support for various projects. Responsibilities will include, but not be limited to, assisting with criuqitts of 
client materials; writing and developing internal and external communications materials; and maintaining a 
working knowledge of current television news presentation, advertising, and promotion trends- This position 
requires an individual who has excellent analytical, writing, interpersonal communication, and organisational 
skills. Prefer an individual with knowledge of or experience in television newsroom environment; a degree in 
communications, journalism, or related area; and experience in television journalism or related area. 


If interested and qualified, please send cover letter, thesis or other major writing sample, and curriculum vitae to; 


Amy Jo Reimer 
Corporate Recruiter 
Frank N- Magid Associates Ltd 
IS Maddox Street 
Mayfair 

London WIR9PL 


Marketing Manager 
Specialised New Products 


lrtcnutioMl maAciing company based in ibe UK. which alio 
develops and produces new consumer non-food products in co¬ 
operation with third parties with special reference lo barcoding and 
specialised pruning icchntqnes. The successful applicant will be an 
experienced marketing executive responsible for the "New 
Product" lector of our business In depth knowledge of baiccde 
t xfanofogy and specialised printing inks is a nun. Also essential is 
a comprehensive understand)of the US consumer market 10 
develop or; expons. Proven experience in the aforementioned 
dies, a University *giee in a related discipline, and fc-8 years 
managerial experience are mandatory. 

Please send a Dull CV lo Box No 9090 


SENIOR 

REPORTER 


Leading UK Chinese newspaper is looking 
for a senior reporter to work in London. 
Candidates must have minimum 5 years 
experience working with a Hong Kong 
Chinese media; conversant with social and 
political affairs in Hong Kong and UK; and 
fluent in spoken and written Chinese 
(Cantonese and Mandarin) and English. 

Detailed CV with salary expected should be 
sent to: Personnel Department, Sing Tao, 
46 Dean Street, London WIV 5AP. 




































THE TIMES FRIDAY DECEMBER 19, 



B arbara FoUef. the Labour MP 
for Stevenage, always made 
sure during the election cam¬ 
paign that voters were issued with 
Blu-Tack along with their posters 
and that there was wine to keep up 
spirits in her “War Room". 

The archetypal new Labour candi¬ 
date also knew' how to thank support¬ 
ers. such as Lord Attenborough, the 
film producer, who just happened to 
turn up on the doorstep of her 
Hertfordshire home. 

■ ’ “If you are watching this. Dickie," 
says Follett, peering into the camera. 
*1 just want to say I think you are 
Wonderful because you make us all 
fed special." 

•’ The old Labour campaign of Ken 
Livingstone had neither Blu-Tack. 
Wine "nor film-industry peers, and 
usually consisted of the solitary- 
thankless task of addressing the in¬ 
tercom systems outside windy blocks 
of flats in Brent East, North London. 

“Will you vote for me on May 1?" 
Livingstone asks. "You must be 
joking!" the disembodied voice 
replies. 

The Euroscepric Conservative can¬ 
didate for Northampton North. Tony 
Marlow, spreads the message hope¬ 
fully, with “Keep The pound and Tony 
Marlow". The voters kept only the 
pound. 

The insighrs into the real life of the 
election campaign of 1997 come from 
one of the most unusual political 
documentaries to be made in Britain 
— two programmes of Campaign 
Confessions, to be shown on BBC2 
next week. Ten candidates were 


The real lives often election candidates, filmed by amateurs, 
makes for an unusual documentary. Raymond Snoddy reports 


chosen hum a variety of parties and 
constituencies as geographically di¬ 
verse as die Western Isles and St Ives 
in Cornwall. But the trick was to ask 
the chosen candidates to nominate a 
friend or a relative to shoot the 
campaign with a Hi-8 video camera. 

Charles Miller, the executive pro¬ 
ducer of Campaign Confessions. 
says: "We were looking for an 
alternative way of archiving what 
goes on in British politics by using 
Hi-8 cameras to get a greater son of 
access, to get doser to the people." 

The amateur camera operators 
included 13-year-old Cai Howells, son 
of Kim Howells, now the Education 
and Training Minister Andre Eagle, 
the father of Maria, one half of 
Labour's Eagle twin MPs; and Simon 
Fletcher. Livingstone's researcher. 
Follett chose John Seaman, a 19-year- 
old student, after she saw his work in 
■ an exhibition at an art college. 

All the camera operators were 
brought ro London for some training 
with cameras and instructions on 
how ro pan shots, close-ups and how 
id persuade their subjects to talk to 
camera twice a day. 

They had to film between 10 and 20 
one-hour tapes during the campaign. 
Miller ended up ploughing through 
235 tapes for material that was in 
focus with good sound. 

Miller, a former BBC producer 
who is now freelance, says: “1 think 



Livingstone: is anybody there? FoDetfc has everybody got wine? 


that we achieved the original inten¬ 
tion, which was to show politicians in 
the round, to show the interaction 
between the politics and the politi¬ 
cians at home with their children, 
and the stresses and strains on the 
rest of their lives, which show that, 
funnily enough, politicians are hu¬ 
man beings." 

In spite of the informal shooting, 
the two 50-minute programmes are 
not video diaries because the BBC 
kept full editorial control, although 


the candidiates could express any res¬ 
ervations they might have had. 

As a result, the incident when an 
over-enthusiastic supporter of An¬ 
drew George, the liberal Democrat 
MP for Stives, burns a Tory poster at 
the election-night party has not made 
it And it seems mere was no usable 
footage when Kim Howells forgot to 
engage the handbrake of his car and 
saw it gently roll downhill while he 
was talking to camera. 

One controversial piece of film 


involving the unsuccessful Conserva¬ 
tive opponent of the Home Secretary 
Jack Straw in Blackburn is in the 
fQm. Geeta Sidhu gained the impres¬ 
sion that someone in the Labour 
campaign was saying that she was 
anti-Muslim, and shcfiipped. 

Site retaliated by going around 
Blackburn in a 1 loudspeaker van, 
saying: “Don't vote for a Jew. Jack' 
Straw is a Jew. Jews are the enemy of 
the Muslims." - 

Sidhu. who lost heavily. later 
regretted her outburst and fold Joan 
Bamber, 60, the former teacher 
filming hen u l said it because l was 
fuming. I must admit, I wish I hadn't 
done iL” 

The amateur camera operators 
seem to have.enjoyed themselves 
greatly .in their roles; sometimes 
Bamber was even heard to say: “Roll, 
baby, roll" as she was starting to film. 

T he outdoor scenes in the How¬ 
ells campaign toe by Sieve 
Carter, a retired aircraft engi¬ 
neer, who found the process tiring 
and demanding, yet exhilarating. 

“I was amazed how much work 
went into it "To be a professional 
cameraman, you must be dedicated. I 
felt the strain. I was totally drained.” 

Now Charles Miller is working on 
another informal history — die story 
of the Labour Defence Review, filmed 
from inside the Ministry of Defence. 
But this time — partly for reasons of 
confidentiality and security — Miller 
( will be operating the camera himself. 
• Campaign Confessions will be shown on 
BBC2 on December 27 and 28 to 425pm. 



Fleet Street 
turns on Tony 


Christmas up for copywrite 


Adland Christians 
want to reclaim the 
festival for Christ. 
Meg Carter 
reports 


>V- 




T o some it is an unholy 
alliance. Yet a growing 
number of churches are 
adopting sophisticated ad¬ 
vertising and marketing techniques 
tin encourage more people to go to 
church. Luckily, they are attracting 
support from an unusual quarter — 
the advertising industry, where a 
group of Christians are donating 
their rime and expertise. 

"It‘s like a normal ad agency." 
explains Chas Bayfield, a creative at 
the London ad agency HHCL & 
Partners who is also a member of 
Christians in Media (CIM), an unof¬ 
ficial ad agency providing media 
communications to Christian causes. 
“We are believers and creatives. 
account planners and handlers, and 
media specialists who develop these 
campaigns in our spare time." 

- CLM knows the product it adver¬ 
tises inside and out and so can “push 
things a little further", Bayfield says. 
“Outsiders tend to believe in old 
stereotypes and to be overly cautious. 
We see beyond that." 

■ CIM was set up four years ago by 
Francis Goodwin, managing director 
of the poster contractor Maiden 
Outdoor. He was involved in church 
advertising, providing hoardings for 
free. He placed a letter in the trade 
magazine Campaign, calling for 
others to support the cause. 

its latest work is “Copywriting 
Christmas", an advertising cam¬ 
paign launched this week by the 
Churches Advertising Netwoik, an 
affiliation of representatives from the 
Anglican, Roman Catholic. Baptist. 
Methodist and Free Churches of 
Britain that has co-ordinated Christ¬ 
mas and Easter campaigns to boost 
church attendance for the past seven 
years. 

1 This year's ads are about reclaim- 
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The Copywriting Christmas campaign. launched by the Churches Advertising Network; an affiliation of representatives from various denominations 


ing Christmas for Jesus, says the Rev 
Tom Ambrose, director of communi¬ 
cations for the Church of England 
Diocese of Ely and a member of the 
network. "Copyright law protects the 
products of someone's skill, creativ¬ 
ity, labour and time. We reckon that 
that just about sums up God’s input 
into Christmas and we are laying 
claim to that right." 

Christmas has been hijacked by 
commercial interests, he believes. 
Just this week a poster for Marks & 
Spencer, which replaces the “a" in 
Christmas with M&S's trademark 
ampersand, was criticised by church 
leaders. “Our message is that Christ¬ 


mas should be about the real thing." 
Mr Ambrose adds, unwittingly bor¬ 
rowing Coca-Cola's famous slogan. 

As with previous campaigns. Copy¬ 
right Christmas was produced with 
no budget The network relies instead 
on donated time and services. Once a 
creative approach is agreed, CIM 
distributes a brochure to 30,000 
churches. This gives details of items 
such as posters, bumper stickers, 
flyers, cards and a radio ad. Individ¬ 
ual churches then buy what they 
want. The funds raised cover the cost 
of producing the materials. 

“It's a very difficult brief. The ads 
must appeal to outsiders, who we 


want to come to church, but we must 
not frighten off people within the 
church.” Ambrose admits. 

Last year's ad was a case in point It 
had a cartoon of the three kings, with 
the line: “Bad hair day? You're a 
virgin, you’ve just given birth and 
now three kings have shown up. Find 
out the happy ending at a church 
near you.” It failed to secure minis¬ 
ters’ support, despite positive press 
coverage. 

Another complication, says Mr 
Ambrose is that "it’s not just about 
selling a single brand, like Heinz. 
We’re providing materials for many 
denominations." 
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and paternalist Govern- 
ment of this country since 
Oliver CromweH" — Alan 
Watkins in 27re Indepen¬ 
dent on Sunday. “Mr Rob¬ 
inson’s actions shame 
himself, his Government 

and the principles on 
which his party and demo¬ 
cratic governance stand. 
Better can be expected of 
those who hold public of¬ 
fice in a democracy" — The 
Observer. “Mr Blair has 
many strengths. Among his 
greatest weaknesses is an 
obsession with not looking 
weak" —‘ Andrew Sawn- 
sley. The Observer. 

There has been no more 
cheering development for 
the health and reputation 
of die British press in 1997 
than the sudden recogni¬ 
tion, especially by editors 
and commentators writing 
from the Left that one of 
the historic duties of news¬ 
papers is to subject aO 
governments to die most 
rigorous scrutiny. 

Most editors were so 
exhilarated.by the size of 
Tony Blair's triumph — or 
so mesmerised and inhibit¬ 
ed by their fofluie to judge 
the mood of the people ■— 
that critical judgment was 
almost suspended after La¬ 
bour's May 1 triumph. 

- Yet a government with so 
big a majority can easily be 
tempted to exercise power 
arrogantly. Its leading 
members can compare 
themselves with Cardinal 
Wolsey, its spin-doctors 
may think they can always 
fix or distort tire news 
agenda. As Harold Mac- 
rmHan observed. however; 
it is “events” that npset gov¬ 
ernments and “events” — 
the Formula One affair, the 
tax affairs of Geoffrey Rob¬ 
inson. the face of tone par¬ 
ents and Labour's attackcm 
John Humphrys after bis 
Harriet Hannan interview 

— have conspired to end 
Fleet Street's threeyear 
honeymoon with Blair. 

Suddenly, the British 
press has reverted to its 
proper rule as gadfly to 
government, and the critics 
and satirists have crane out 
of the doset The Times. 
The Sunday Times. The 
Daily Telegraph, The 
Guardian, The Observer 
and The Independent on 
Sunday have all suggested 
that Robinson should re¬ 
sign unless he makes a 
better case for his offshore 
trusts. Suddenly, too. the 
spin-doctors, or their polit¬ 
ical masters, have lost their 
touch. Bullying editors, ei¬ 
ther by threats of libel writs 
(Robinson to The Sunday 
Times and The Observer] 

Or intimidatin g letters (to 

Radio 4’s Today or Lord 
Irvine of Lairg, the Lord 
Chancellor, to all national 
editors}, simply puts them 
on their mettle. 

The result of the bullying 
letter to the Today pro¬ 
gramme was that The 


Guardian devoted most of 
its front page lo “The man 
Labour wants to gag" and 
suggested in a leading arti¬ 
cle that “arrogance of pow¬ 
er" was fast becoming a - 
Labour disease. Robinson’s 
threat of libel was met the 
following Sunday by fur¬ 
ther front-page revelations 
in The Sunday Times and 
The Observer, a three-page 
investigation in Saturday's 
Times, and still more inter¬ 
est in the other nationals. 
Events also provided a 
ni ghtmare conjunction of 
stories: a minister who 
(quite legally) avoids tax 
announcing new taxes on 
middle-class savers; and 
news of million-pound bo¬ 
nuses for City fat cats, 
combined with cuts in ' 
benefits for single mothers. . 

Since many voters 
hacked Blair because they 
were revolted by City sala¬ 
ries. the moral was obvi¬ 
ous. Now Blair had proved 
himself so merciless with 
tiie poor, argued PoQy 
Toynbee in The Indepen¬ 
dent , be must be even - 
crueller to the rich. 

The satirists have also 
been having fun. Albion 
Parish News (Incumbent: 
Rev ARP Blair MA (Oxen)) 
is coming along nicely in 
Private Eye: “After all 
wasn't Mazy herself a sin¬ 
gle mum. and look how she 
coped, without any help 
from the State. So remem¬ 
ber, it's easier for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom 
of heaven than a poor man 
(Matthew 5,28-30, NLB)." 

I n The Daily Tele¬ 
graph Craig Brawn 
was predicting next 
year’s news — when the 
Queen delivers her Christ¬ 
mas Day broadcast in in¬ 
formal conversation with 
Blair. “These broadcasts to 
the nation are universally 
poputaK*;^ explains Mra 
Blair, smiling to camera 
while putting a welcoming 
arm around the Queen's 
shoulder. "And this year I 
am delighted that Her 
Majesty is able to join me 
as ray special guest." . 

The serious point was 
staled in a classic leading 
article on the duties of foe 
press written by John 
Thadeus Delane, Editor of ] 
The Times, in 1852. Ddane j 
had been rebuked by Lord , 
Derby, soon to become I 
Prime Minister, for the 
“gross inespomibilitjrof | 
comments made by The \ 
Times on Louis Napoleon. 

The press could not enter 
dose or binding alliances 
with any statesmen of the 
day, nor surrender its per¬ 
manent interests to the 
convenience of the ephem¬ 
eral power of any govern¬ 
ment he wrote: “The duty 
of the journalist is foe same 
as that of the historian—to 
seek out the truth, above all 
things, and to present to his 
readers not such things as 
statecraft would wish them 
to know but the truth as 
near as he can attain iL” 


Creators of the Levi’s ads stiteh up a sexy deal 


■ TOP advertising network 
bosses will be spirting this week 
after missing our on the chance to 
acquire a slice of, arguably, the 
sexiest ad agency in the world. 

Britain’s Bartle Bogle Hegarty, 
famous for the likes of Levi's, Audi. 
Boddingtons and One 2 One. has 
finally succumbed after years of 
relentless courting from virtually 
every major player. It is to sell a 49 
per cent share of its equity to the 
Chicago-based Leo Burnett net¬ 
work for an undisclosed sum 
{somewhere close to £25 million 
would be a good estimate). 

BBH is the agency that many in 
foe business — particularly 
creatives. who actuality make the 
ads — see as a role model. Its 
consistent focus on business inde¬ 
pendence and its creative position¬ 
ing earned it a reputation for 
integrity and excellence. 

Since its 1982 launch, it has 
cleaned up at countless adverti¬ 
sing awards ceremonies. Its 
glossy, art-directed work epito¬ 
mised the 1980s. Think of Levi’S 
"launderette" and “bath" commer¬ 
cials, the bloke on the Harley 
rescuing his girlfriend from the 
City dealing room, the K Shoes ad 
with foe short-skirted woman 
cutting the balls off her boss's 
executive toy. “vorspnmg dutch 
rechnik". 

The agency broke out of its 
fashion niche to become a main¬ 


stream player in foe UK, albeit 
with mixed success working for 
the likes of Asda, WH Smith, 
Cadbury and NatWesL But, like 
its peers, it was destined never to 
break into the UK top ten without 
being part of an international 
network. 

Tn the 1990s. BBH began to 
attract international clients on the 
back of the Levi’s success. It used 
the annual Cannes Advertising 
Festival to showcase its wares, to 
great effect. It has twice been 


international agency of the year at 
Cannes and twice Campaign's UK 
agency of the year. 

BBH has led the trend that has 
seen small, local agencies creating 
work for the world (Levi’s. Polar¬ 
oid. Lego). It set up in Singapore 
in 1996 and plans to launch in the 
Ltaited States next year. Despite 
this, BBH has had to acknowledge 
that a relationship with a multina¬ 
tional is essential in order to have 
an effective global media delivery 
system. Leo Bumen seems a 





BBH began to attract international clients on the back of Levfs success 


perfect fit. The number one agency 
brand in the US. it has 83 offices in 
72 countries and has built a repu¬ 
tation for solidity and integrity 
based on having relatively few, 
large clients, such as Procter & 
Gamble, Kellogg'S, McDonald’s 
and Pillsbury. 

Its reputation for never losing 
business took a knock this year, 
however, when it lost McDonald's. 
United Airlines and - Ameriiech 
computers business in the US.' 
Chicago management responded 
quickly by shaking up the way the 
company bought media. 

This deal will bring in a signifi¬ 
cant extra global media revenue 
stream, but its primary function is 
to make Leo Burnett sexier by 
association, especially as BBH 
made foe approach. 

BBH now has foe money for 
expansion and. crucially, a deal 
allowing it to retain a 51 per cent 
controlling stake in perpetuity. 
The other agency big cheeses may 
bitch, but they would not have 
agreed to foe minority stake. 
Perhaps (he season of goodwill has 


got to me, but it really does look 
like a win-win for both parties. 

■ FOR how much longer will it be 
good to talk? Rumours abound 
fo at BTisto take a new look at the 
estimated £160 million a year it 
spends on advertising and 
marketing. 

But don't hold your breath. The 
trade press got overexcit e d this 
week. Unking a rethink on the way 
BT buys media space with that 
£160 million to its ad account held 
by Britain’s largest agency. Abbott 
Mead Vickers BBDO. 

Both accounts will be subject to 
statutory review, but the space¬ 
buying business mil be reassessed 
in 1998, and AMV is considered to 
be safe until the year after at the 
very least 

Much as foe public might seek 
respite from the “it’s good to folk" 
mantra, if is unlikely that a 
company that has committed itself 
to doubting its ad spend, claiming 
a £6 return on every £1 spent on 
ads. would ditch such an appar¬ 
ently successful campaign. 


■ LF EVER a company should 
ditch its advertising, that company 
is tiie RAC This year’s pretentious 
campaign of documemaJEs (its 
description) had “emperor’s new 
dothes" written all over it 
Nobody, it appears, had the 
courage to tell the marketing 
department that the public doesn’t 
give a fig that the RAC now sells 
bicycles, or what some internation¬ 
ally renowned guru thinks of the 
future. People want to know how. 
long it will take foe RAC to get 
thm: when they break down, and 
how much it will cosL 
Inevitably, a new marketing 
director will arrive, and will 



Talking has proved good for BT 


review all the work. Do not expect 
the documercials to survive. In 
fact, the RAC is a strong contender 
for The Times worst ad of the year 
award (frill best and worst lists on 
January 2). 

■ THERE is endless rubbish 
written about straitened times in 
foe advertising and media indus¬ 
tries laments for foe death of the 
l iquid lunch: moans that they don’t 
throw parties like they did in the 
food old days (Te. five years before 
foe date of the moan}. 

What driveL Who are these 
journalists? The Christmas parly 
season began in early November 
and continues unabated. Any 
vaguely fashionable restaurant 
(and Langan’s) is still heaving long 
after lunch. Evening parties are 
seaming with drunken, ooked-up 
revellers who haven't heard that 
adland *5 in trouble. 

Actually, the wildest parties 
have not been agency dos, but 
those thrown by media owners. 
Party of foe season was arguably 
Channel S*. where foe highlight 
was the sticky situation on foe 
stairwell, where foe number of 
stripped .and stranded modem 
young things retiming each other 
will have given David El stein 
great cause for optimism. 

• Stefano Hatfield is Editor of 
Campaign. 
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RACING: RAIN CASTS DOUfeT ON PARTICIPATION OF SENOR EL BETRUTTI AT KEMPTON PARK 



soft touch 


By Chius McGrath 


AT WORCESTER, where the 
racecourse is on the banks of 
the Severn, h is sometimes 
necessary to inspect the going 
in a rubber dinghy. Tbings 
were not quite so bad at 
Kempton yesterday, but it 
would hardly have occasioned 
the groundstaff any surprise, 
had they scattered the odd 
mallard or snipe when 
squelching over the turf that 
will, a week today, stage the 
Ptertemps King .George VI 
Chase. As it was, -the only 
feathers flying were in the 
ante-post market 

Suny Bay, 4-1 with Coral 
two days ago, is now as short 
as 5-2 — on the basis that if 
One Man has an Achilles' 
heel, it is more likely to 
become apparent on soft 
goin|. One Man, evens fa- 
vounte to win his third consec¬ 
utive King George, has always 
been at his best on fast 
ground, whereas his fellow 
grey flourishes in the mud. 

“It was good to soft already, 
then we had a quarter of an 
inch in a downpour this 
morning,'’ the Kempton 
groundsman, Frank PengeUy, 
said yesterday. The forecast 
says it’s going to stay damp 
and showery, so I don’t think 
it'll change much now." 

If he is right Senor El 
BetruttL the third member of 
this triptych of grey chasers. 


wiH restrict 'bis. .CJiristfnas 
exertions to die liuntirig field: 
The romanticpossibflities sur¬ 
rounding the horse — a dash¬ 
ing winner'of the Triplepririt 1 
Gad Cup .last weekend, arid 
one of only ' Three horses 
trained on a CotswolcHarrrf by : 
Susan. Node —: seem likely to 
be'.denied, “SafLgrdund turns 
him into' as.' old .dog."-, his- 
trainer' said. “He's hopdess 
on it. He was; floundering 
through 'the. puddles 'this', 
morning, it would be a shame, 

. as he bas.pome out of his race . 
tremendously well. " = 

Uncertainty likewise infects 
the connectiojts - of Rough 
Quest Having nursed-their 
1996 MartdJ Grand National . 
wihner back from injury, they 
were delighted by his come- 
- back, af Haydock last week¬ 
end. After "yesrti^ 

* Coral offers 8-1 from IO-I,’ but 
Teriy Casey has hot so much 
been debating whether to run, 

! as auditioning for the lead in 
Hamlet. 

While conceding that it' re¬ 
mained a ^distinct possibrifty" 
that Rough Quest will run, the. 
trainer said: “We won’t make 
a final 'decision until the. - 
morning. He had a nice canter - 
today. and - is in excellent. 
shape, but well see hcrw he is 
tomorrow. He has eatm .-up 
well since Haydock. where he 
just tost a bit of weight" ' . * 


■ • -: One .Man himself evidently 
preserves his magic, judging 
from .the way some : ot?xt-; 
nibbed off on Brian Harding 
yesterday. The luddesis Irish- 
.; man bad only returned from a 
: year out — on medical 
" ■grounds, after fracturing his 
skull in a fell at Newcastle — - 
at Musselburgh art Tuesday. '' 
His first two ndes were pulled 
up but yesterday,-after escort- ' 
'ing One-Man at second lot, he 
made a stirring return to the 
winner’s -enclosure on lin¬ 
den's .Lotto at Catterick. Half 
an -hour later; ■ moreover, he 
was -back again with Fen 
; Terrier. 

. Linden’s Lotto is trained, 
like' One. Man. by Gordon . 
Richards, who believes his 
'protege.'t d have been treated 
with shabby inflexibility by 
the Jockey Chib. “Rules are 
/ rules, but he has been all right 
for a long time in my book, " 
Richards said. "I’ve had to try 
to bring him to-life. He was in 
tears on the gallops when he 
.was first told he would have to 
■be but so long. This is terrific 
for k lad who has been so 
, down. I’ve always had faith in 
Brian." " 

. There was an appropriate 
•. symbolism ■ to the fact that-. 
yesterday’s double exhausted 
Handing’s right to daim. He is 
now firmly lack on his own. 
two feet . 


Connections will decide today whether Rough Quest runs in the King George 



THUNDERER . 

2.10 Bamageera Boy 
2.40 Cadbury Castle 

3.10 Listen Timmy 
1.40 RAFFLES ROOSTER (nap) 3.40 Arctic Camper 

Timekeeper’s top rating: 2.10 RAFFLES ROOSTER. 


12.40 Anctanito 
l.lOToskano 


GOING : GOOD TO SOFT 


TOTE JACKPOT METING 
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(£3,664:2m 41) (9 runners) 


SOI 

602 

BIB 

604 


-12. S Wynne 
MHMo-BK511-8.. BPnmd 
511-0 


511 USIBnMIY 22 ( . 

50212- flBSOLUTlY EDUWAUE 2T3 (BF.G) (1 ‘ 

0W> DAKte DOW 50 IDateefc* OksitWIw lid XI 
154PM 1 DOMtKTOHf . 

1W222 M TIC BLOOD 131 

SMSSM ORGAN R83TAL t.__ 

000- SEVBr POTATO MORE 231 ($■ Join Banw BbSi JBokw Bi 7-11-0 . PCafeny 

005PF SHffTUGH1NNG 15(0Damn]ACasnl511-0-.... WHantwi 

2FPP2-5 5BHJIER11 (S) IA HoHngsmiU A HnCngoMli 511-0— Mr Edga Byrne (7) 
BET7MG: *S U3en Jinny 51 In TSe Blcwi 5) Atsduy Eqiteane. 51 Dmirglin. 151 pnen 
199t 0BAR 511-6 G flrarfcy (10530 tot Uto H Sn^e 7 iai 


607 

an 


24 (F.6) (B Shnl-BmMi] 0 Stawod 7-1141-J A McCarthy 

113 K.5) fl Sim) P HoUn 5115-RDmatey 

AL 13 (Ladr Are* Baeacil 0 hue 511-0-MBnsmn 


^ .^"4 Usten Tknmy beat Tepno Gold 121 In 4-runner ncertce chase al 

FORM FOCUS Utomhi (2m. good). Ateohmy Equnamo 1161 aid d 14 lo 

1_- * MV ..- ,.-i Ratey Money Creek in nodes hunfle d Newbmy (3m 110yd. good 

- — ■■■ —■* —■* —-'Tjyini 

Files® 
lunQe ai 


to tom) Doraibigion puflod 
2nd ol B lo Mamflo in novice.. 
mmee hurdle at Toocesier (2m 
Kbfiefby (2m 7f. good). 

USTEN TIMMY is poised for treble. Domdngton may chase lun home 


3.40 EBF NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

(Qualftier. drv Ik £1,945: 2m 4f 110yd) (8 runners) 


51 LORD OF THE RIVER 23 IDfl) (B Skm-SoM) 0 Shemid 511-5 JAMeCatty 
1221- ARCTIC CAMPER 3« (Ej flady ttoUtf 0 Mctafen 511-0 — fl Johnson 

00-00 A VERSE tO 0RDB1 V (I Pater) Mm P ttCfe 511-0 . T Jaos 

8 BAS8LBC BROOK 223 (A Stewfl 1 Mrs J Stamm P Hobbs 511-0 RDumwody 

PWM KMG PADDY 14 (Us S boa] Mr: 5 Jotason 5114)- R Itantan 

008 LORO SABRE 8 (J teofcrwl J l Harts 4-11-0 .... - - J SuRfc 

W" SHS7 LORD 37 P S Ndsariasy SokOaa US) M ftocttxi 511-0 DDU8DU. 
PPWJ SHARP AUCE 13 (A HOtaysmi*) A MOgsBdfa 5159 to E*a Byrne (71 
BETTING: 4-8 Arctic Caspa. 7-4 Lord 01 The Rntf. 151 tebUtig Brent. 151 Olhere 
199& NO C0RRE5P0WMG OMSXM 




FOR^KICUS* 


Lord 01 The Rittr heal Music Therapy 71 m 16-mnno novice 
hunfle ai Windsor (2m 41. good). Antic Camper beat Chore 
Bridge 5!6l in 21-mim NH M race at Puichestmen 12m. good) 


1 Ebook 83114fl> o| 1G lo Conchabor In NH DM race al Worcester 12m. good lo solt) King 
Paddy T% tflth o(15 to Laredo in novice fturtfc at Heretori (an 3f tfOjrf. good) Lord Saire a 
distance Gib ot 7 to Harlequin Chorus in novice huntie at Market Rasen fZtin It iiDyd. good to soil) 


LORD OF THE RIVER can irate his hud teg expenenca led agamsl Arctic Camper 
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Hexham off 


HEAVY rain throughout yes¬ 
terday in Northurobcriand 
"has resulted in the abandon¬ 
ment of today's scheduled 
meeting at Hexham: After die 
downpour officials at the 
track called a ipra inspection 
and had no choitt bat to call 
the meedng off because of 
waterlogging. 
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THUNDERER 

12.15 Papita 12.45 Gold Qipper. 150 Captain’s 
Day. 1.50 Just Another Time. 2^0 Robo Magic. 2^0 
Free. 3.20 Sharp Imp. 


GOING: STANDARD 

DRAW: 5F-1M, LOW NUMBERS BEST 


SIS 


12.15 HOTSPim AMATEUR RIDOtt LIMITED 
STAKES (£2,294: ,1m 41) (12.nJimfiis) 


(1) 544J AflBiWIlUJBrtteMI-fl- tossHamo® - 

(2) -360 DOSSES Dtt 3UJJB) B Prwa 511-0 HEjto«m - 

(8) 0041 ROW BACK 30J (WO Btttgll W18 TtoXata) - 

(4) OW LHUMJ 065(F) BEbW« 511-0 S today IT) - 
p) 6A» PRO^SBW 15 SErrtAI 511-0 - tosMErnttum - 

(7) 500D' SHAHKZI SJ A Guratkrt 7-11-0 . Or A KkBKT (7) 43 
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(3) 0B30 PAPITA 144 flJFfl M Lsqual 510-6 _ J ClMftey p) - 
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BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Lingfidd Parte 1.20 Capan's Day 
UtKEtetec: 1.10 Qranham Ride. 
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ffl WOO AEGEAKSOUNDU(0) Kkny57-10-HAdams 

P)-Q0(B ae’SUCYZlJ Sltoe 57-10.. DCSma 
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COURSE SPECIALISTS 


Hntor. 3 tamos tom n nmrm 27.311 V 
63H.J& 


TWWBS; hto M._ 

Stale. S tom 19.25 3\ JSny, 38 torn 179.2i C FtetaraL 3 
tom IS. 200%. P itsiri, IS torn 86.17.4% WffEwnm 21 Iren 
123.171%: Uss G Kefleny. B lom 201.164% 

JOCKEYS; Emma (TCarm. 23 viriMn ton 12? ndK. 1G9V C 
Stafly. 9 torn 50. mm,: W Rwl 37 ban ?U « CodnnE. 
ffl tom 409 16.91. Mi t McCrtiy, 5 ton 33.15A 
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SAILING 


Toshiba makes 
light of early 
shortcomings 1 


By Edward Gorman 


LUCK or skill, or both? II is 
Sometimes difficult in sailing 
to disentangle one from the 
other. In the third leg of the 
Whitbread Round The World 
Race, the very tricky condi¬ 
tions have produced constant 
changes in race order and a 
fair degree of puzzlement 
among skippers about who 
will emerge ahead by the 
finish in Sydney, and why. 

Yesterday, Paul Stand- 
bridge and his rejuvenated 
crew on Toshiba were back in 
the lead as the crews tasted 
their first day’s reaching since 
setting out from Fremantle 
last Saiurday. Standbridge 
was just a whisker ahead of 
Paul Cayard, on EF Lan¬ 
guage, with George Collins, 
on Chessie Racing, third. 

With light airs once again in 
force, and still lighter condi¬ 
tions to come as the fleet closes 
on die western entrance to the 
Bass Straight, this is still 
anyone^ race as the pendu¬ 
lum swings favouring, in turn, 
the northernmost boats. 
Toshiba , Chessie, Silk Cut, 
Merit Cup and EF Education, 
then the middle-fleet runners. 
EF Language and Swedish 
Match, and then the two in the 
south. EruneL9une7gy and 
Kvaemer Innovation. 

However, even in these lot¬ 
tery-style conditions, a couple 
of skippers have demonstrat¬ 
ed consistently good speed, 
remaining in tiie top handful 
throughout the leg. Cayard is 
one: another is Standbridge, 


who is blending his crew to get 
the best out of it. something 
that his predecessor urt 
Toshiba, Chris Dickson, failed 
to do. . i 

The poor showing in the 
first leg suggested a worrying 
speed problem in light airs on 
the Team Dennis Conner- 
managed boat. Tin's has not 
been evident on this leg anil 
yesterday- Kelvin Harrap. a 
crew member, sent an upbeat 
report as Toshiba sailed away 
from both Silk Cut anil 
Chessie Racing, using a new- 
generation, straight-luffed 
readier. “Everyone is fairly 
excited at the way our new sail 
performed, perhaps answer 
ing some of our light-air speed 
concerns from the disappoint¬ 
ing first leg," Harrap said. 

George Collins, who joined 
his boat in Fremantle tu 
become the only owner-driver 
In the fleet, compared the 
traverse of the Great Austra¬ 
lian Bight to sailing in Chesa¬ 
peake Bay in July, so benign 
have been the conditions. Too 
many sail changes, though, 
have made it exhausting. "The 
boat doing the most changes 
should be recognised just like 
the best 24-hour run on each 
leg," Collins said, "ft has 
become a big-boat dinghy race 
among Toshiba, Silk Cut and 
Ches&e Racing, all in foil view 
of each other," he said. 

STANDINGS: 1, Toshiba 11.074 5 n*lei io 
teiEh): 2. EF Language Id 31! rnitesi. >. 
Chess* Racing (7 4), 4, Silk Cur a 
Kvannef (movanon (143). 6. Swedish 
Match HE). 7. Men Cup (18 7|. 8. EF 
Educator (27 7) 9. BiunelSuhargv CS1 "> 


HOCKEY 


Harleston 
aiming for 
winter peak 


By Cathy Harris 


HARLESTON Magpies will 
enter the winter break at the 
top of the women’s East 
League if they beat Ashford 
tomorrow. St Albans, the lead¬ 
ers, who have fought hack welj 
from the disappointment of 
relegation from the National 
League last season, do not 
haw a game. 

St. Albans’ hopes of an 
immediate return to the top 
flight have been hit fay the 
departure of Tara Jellie. the 
American midfield player, 
who has returned to the US 
after making a significant 
contribution this season. Bri¬ 
an Parker, /he Sr Albans 
coach, said that her ana eking 
play would be missed. “Our 
main problem is going to be 
scoring goals. We want to 
bounce straight back, but it’s a 
lough league and there’s a 
long way to ga~ he said. 

Sarah Pinkstone, the Seven- 
oaks forward, will miss the 
match with Wdwyn Garden 
City tomorrow after sustain¬ 
ing a triple fracture of her 
cheekbone against Bury St 
Edmunds last week. Bury will 
draw level with St Albans if 
they beat Cambridge City. 
STAftDNGS: Sou*: r. Ftastam si pfcs: 2. 
Hendon 20 West 1. Si Ausuril 23. 2. 
Ewiwum 22. North: 1. Chcue* 20. a 
Blackburn 19 Ease 1. a Afeans 22. 2 
Harieswi 21 Mktencfe: 1. Hampton 22:2. 
Keflarmg 19. 


□ Great Britain's past two 
Olympic men’s teams have 
contained only English play¬ 
ers, but such dominance could 
soon change (Sydney Friskin 
writes). Olympic hopefuls 
from Scotland and Wales are 
among a group of 28 players 
invited to a Great Britain 
development camp at Barcelo¬ 
na from Januara 9 to 12. 

MEN'S DEVELOPMENT SQUAD: A W5 
kmsan. A West. D Hatton. D Seftcfc. J 
EBeby. P Aldridge. P Wrtes. S Lanyan. A 
Todd. A GanHtL D De Pies. J Davies J 
Loose. N Taylor. P WWwn (all Engrind). A 
McGregor, D Mttch0L L Dochany, N Sm A 
Baicrtn G Mermea. M Raton. S McArtney 
" ritiand). A Evans. G Egan. R Joyce, E 
i. J Dairies-Ywle (al Wales) 


CRICKET 


Denmark to 
compete , 
inNatWest 


DENMARK will join Hol¬ 
land in the NatWest Trophy 
in 1909 to give an inlemation- 
al dimension to the expansion 
of the 60-over tournament, 
which will be contested by 60 
teams. 

Denmark will have lo piav 
away from home during their 
first season, bur may be 
allowed to play at home in 
2000 depending on the quality 
of a grass square that is being 
laid at Brondby. 

The opposition will com¬ 
prise existing participants — 
Scotland, Ireland and Hol¬ 
land, along with the IS Eng¬ 
lish first-dass counties — and 
38 amateur teams represent¬ 
ing the new county boards in 
England. 

Robin Smith. 34. the former 
England batsman, and Shaun 
UdaL the off spinner, will 
today learn which of them is 
to lead Hampshire next sea¬ 
son. Both players have been 
ordered to attend the County 
Ground today to learn die 
decision of a committee 
formed to choose the succes^ 
sor to John Stephenson’ 
which met last night. 

Saqlain Mushtaq. 21. the 
Pakistan off spinner, has 
signed a contract to continue 
as Surrey's overseas player 
next summer. 

England Under-19 wexji 
again let down by their bat 
ting on the second day of their 
match against South African 
Students at Port Elizabeth 
yesterday. 

England, who have yet to 
exceed 300 on the Natwesi- 
sponsored (our, were bowled 
out for J92 in reply to the 
Students' 315 for nine de-; 
dared. Six batsmen scored 
between 17 and 44. yet their 
innings consisted of a series of 
mini-collapses, three wickets 
falling with the score on 3S. 
two on 94. another on % and 
three more on 175. Graeme 
Swann was England’s top 
scorer. • 


Win Christmas fizz 


By Simon Barnes 


MAGIC numbers and free 
champagne: what more could 
possibly be desired by anyone 
with sporting blood in the 
veins? Once again The Times 
is able to offer bottled bliss, in 
the form of Nicolas Feuillatfe 
champagne, to anyone who 
contributes a Magic Number 
tills Christmas. 

A Magic Number is one 
that carries immense sporting 
weight. Some numbers carry 
weight for all time, such as 
Don Bradman's 99.94 or 
Torvill and Dean’s 6. but 
every year throws up new 
numbers. How about 78, 0, 
and 0? These are the numbers 
for Michael Schumacher: the 
78 points he was docked for 
crashing into Jacques Ville- 
neuve, the zero points he was 
left with and the zero fine he 
was given for this potentially 



lethal assault I will judge the 
numbers for their chami 
pa gn e-worth in ess. Entries! 
should be sent to me ati 


The Sports Desk, 
77ip Times, 

1 Pennington Street. 
London El 9XN 


or by fax to 0171 7S2 5211. 

The final collection is to be 
published shortly after Christ¬ 
mas. so do it soon. 


•"X. ■ 
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FOOTBALL: LIVERPOOL PRODIGY WARNED BY ENGLAND COACH 

Caution from Hoddle 
challenges pace 
of Owen’s emergence 


THE TIMES FRIDAY DECEMBER 191997 


SPORT 


WHEN it conus to Michael Owen, 
there is no doubt that Glenn Hoddle 
likes what he sees, it is what the eye 
cannot detect, though, the inner 
workings of the young striker’s 
mind, that the England coach 
remains uncertain about and it was 
the cause yesterday oF a surprise 
shot across the Liverpool player’s 
bows. 

That there is little wrong with 
Owen's feet was proved on Wednes¬ 
day night when, three days after his 
eighteenth birthday, he produced a 
remarkably assured performance in 
England Under-2Is* 4-2 victory over 
Greece, his exceptional pace a threat 
for defenders of any age or calibre. 

Keeping his size 64 boots rooted 
tn the ground, though, is evidently a 
troubling topic that has done the 
rounds at Lancaster Gate and it was 
something that Hoddle unexpected¬ 
ly brought into the public domain 
yesterday. 

'There arc certain things he needs 
tn stamp out of his gome and from 
his off-the-pirch situation as well," 
Hoddle said, raising more questions ■ 
than he answered. “I'm not going 
into details, but he's not the finished 
article that everyone says he is. The 
boy has extreme potential and 
extreme talent, as has Rio Ferdi- 


By Matt Dickinson 

nand [the West Ham United defend¬ 
er]. But we will be keeping a steady 
eye on them to see how they 
progress. 

“We have spoken about so many 
youngsters before and the potential 
has not come through. It is very 
difficult nowadays with everyone 
hypeing things up and the minute 
they think they nave arrived they 
stop stiU. They [Owen and Ferdi¬ 
nand! must not allow that to 
happen. 



Owen: precocious talent 


Gross warms to Pleat 
as potential colleague 

By Matt Dickinson and Richard Hobson 


CHRISTIAN GROSS, who appears 
to need as much help as he can get 
in his worsening predicament as 
Tottenham Hotspur manager, has 
met David Pleat to discuss the dub’s 
vacant position of director of 
football. 

While Gross claimed no appoint¬ 
ment was imminent, it looks likely 
■hat Pleat, a former Spurs manager 
himself, who was sacked as Shef¬ 
field Wednesday manager earlier 
this season, will rake up the new 
posifion next month. 

The pair appear to have bonded 
well in their two-and-a-half-hour 
chat, with Grass claiming: “Ir was 
very interesting. He is a man who 
lows soccer and anybody who-Iews- 
Miccer is interesting to me. Before I 
came to the club. Alan Sugar [the 
chairman] said that he needed 
someone in this position. Maybe 
David Pleat will do it, but there is no 
decision. We need to talk more to get 
I he feeling together." 

Gross stressed that while Pleat 
would have youth and scouting 
responsibilities, he would not nego¬ 
tiate contracts with players or 
dictate who to buy. The demarcation 
of rules dearly needs further discus¬ 
sion with the Swiss coach admitting 
that Pleat may find it difficult not in 
meddle in first-team affairs. 

“Owr the last 24 years he was on 
the pitch as a manager and when 


you haw that Job from day to day, it 
is an obsession and vety difficult to 
stop." he said. "It is not easy to take 
a different role. Scouting is a 
problem we have to review here and 
David knows the English game and 
players very well." 

Gross has yet to make a signing at 
Spurs and. despite talking with 
Everton. is unlikely to bring in Andy 
Hinchdiffe. the left-back. Howard 
Kendall, the Everton manager, of¬ 
fered a swap deal in the hope of 
luring Les Ferdinand. Chris Arm¬ 
strong or Steffen Iversen, but Ferdi¬ 
nand is staying put and the other 
two are injured. 

Fears that Gary McAllister would 


“Players like Alan Shearer. Teddy 
Sheringham and even Stuart Pearce 
at his age are still learning things 
about the game. I am still learning, 
so for any young player to think he 
has arrived is wrong. We can’t give 
them a pill to learn. It only comes 
from the player. . 

“The runs young Michael makes 
are exceptional for a player of his 
age. He really has a good perception 
of the game. But he is a lad who I 
have seen in the past in a couple of 
situations show he is still only a 
youngster and there is still room for 
improvement" 

Given that Fferdinand bad to be 
disdplined fay Hoddle before he had 
even been capped, it is safe to 
assume that the England coach was 
not issuing idle threats. 

It also, perhaps, reflected that 
Owen plays for Liverpool, a dub not 
renowned for the sdf-disdpline of 
its players. Jamie Carragher and 
Danny Murphy were two of the 
culprits ticked off after high jinks 
among the England under-2I play¬ 
ers on the trip to Rome, while the 
Spice Boy tag — whether it be a lazy 
label or deserved nickname — will 
remain with the Anfield dressing- 
room as long as the team continues 
to underachieve. 

Owen, so far, has shown no signs 
of straying from the straight and 
narrow. Indeed, at Anfield he is 
tracked as an Alan Shearer done as 
much for his straight — some might 
even say dull — image as his knack 
for scoring goals. 

Dealing with the prying and 
intrusions that are the mp-side to 
earning thousands of pounds a 
week is likely to prove as testing as 
maintaining the precocious talent 
rhat has already made him a long 
shot for inclusion in the senior 
World Cup squad for France. 

Everton, struggling in the lower 
reaches of the FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship. yesterday denied that their 
captain. Gary Speed, has held talks 
with Newcastle United. 

The Wales international midfield 
player had been linked with a move 
to St James’ Park in an exchange 
deal involving Darren Peacock, the 
Newcastle defender. 

It was a lucrative time to be a 
plumber in the Yorkshire village of 
Emley yesterday as heavy rain 



John Popely and Blushing Groom in hill flight in the Christmas Candle Stakes yesterday 

Showtime races back to form 
to give Skelton cracking start 


miss the World Cup finals next_followed _£he^ snow. of .Wednesday 


summer have been removed after 
keyhole surgery on his injured knee, 
which revealed a small cartilage 
tear rather than ligament damage. 
McAllister, the Coventry City and 
Scodand midfield player, will be out 
of action for two months. 

Coventry have completed the 
signing of George Boa ten g. the 
Holland Under-21 captain. Baateng, 
22 . who can play at right back or in 
midfield, uosr £250.000 from 
Feycnoord, who had originally val¬ 
ued him at £4 million. Boateng. who 
would have become a free agent 
next summer when his contract 
expired, rejected an offer from 
Ui*inese. the Italian Serie A side. 


afternoon. P&ter Matthews, never¬ 
theless. had no hesitation in 
downing his tools to spend the day 
away from work. As the chairman 
of Emley, Matthews was deter¬ 
mined to enjoy the aftermath of 
their heroic victory on penalties 
against Lincoln City, which earned 
an FA Cup third-round tie against 
West Ham United. Emley won 4-3 
in the shoot-out after the teams had 
finished level at 2-2. 

“There are work days and there 
are Emley Football Club days, and 
this is very definitely a football day." 
Matthews, revelling in the calls 
from reporters and well-wishers, 
said. 


NICK SKELTON, who said be had 
barely time even to look at the 
schedule for the Olympia she* 
showjumping championships be- usefi 

fore his arrival at the show yester- TV 
day because he had been too busy . pens 
moving house, produced a dazzling top 
turn of foot on his Olympic horse. Mid 
Virtual Village Showtime, to win Gra 
the Christmas Candle Stakes, the Ash! 
main event of the opening perfor- Eur 
manoe yesterday. . Gen 

Skelton, who has been preoccu- tried 
pied with his move “down the road" Pi 

to a house in the village of men 
Lowsonford. Warwickshire, had lean 

also been concerned that Showtime and 
might not have had sufficient Wor 
preparation for the show. The- cam* 
mare. 13_ who Skelton says ,£3*^47.12 
“never been the same" since com- p Skd 
peting in the Olympic Games in favo; 
Atlanta last year, suffered a bout of qual 
anaemia after her appearance at thirc 
the Toronto show in Canada in Sk 

early November. She had been out the ’ 
in the field recuperating until last 
week when she was brought in and 
hastily prepared for Olympia. 

Her sontfllating performance 
yesterday, however, betrayed no 
sign of any loss of form. Skelton, 
the seventh to go, produced a 
breathtaking round over the nine- 
fence course to finish in 43.75sec v*mai 

"She may not be a Dollar Girl or a Rates 
St James." Skelton said, referring to 
two of his former top horses, “but <r«i 


By Jenny MacArthur 


she’s a trier and can win some 
useful classes on her day." 

Their time was only put in 
p er spective when a.succession of 
top partnerships — including 
Michael Whitaker' on his Brussels 
Grand Prix winner. Virtual Village 
Ashley, and Ludger Beerbaum. foe 
European champion from 
Germany, on Sprehe Rush On, 
tried and failed to match his time. 

Piet Raymakers, of Holland, a 
member of the gold medal winning 
team at the 1992Olympic Gaines— 
and the winner of three Volvo 
World Cup qualifiers last year — 
came closest, 

47.12sec— ‘ __ 

Skelton. BeertHiffiL' 1 pfifc df the 
favourites.for the Volyo.Wprld Cup 
qualifier tomorrow, was a close 
third. 

Skellon’s win is a timefy.fillip for 
the Warwickshire-based rider. In 


RESULTS 


CHRISTMAS CANDLE STAKES: 1. Wrtusl 
VBage Shawtkne (N Staton, GB) 0 h 43.75aec; 
2, JornTs Maem (P Roymatara, Hotancfl 0 it 
47.12.3, Sprehe Rush On (L BearDeun. Go) 0 
in 47.27. 

THE PETPLAN FAMILY PAIRS RELAY: 1. 
Virtual Vrtoge Deep Had and VWuri Vfflsue 
RarxS (L Whlaker and J WhfcaiW) 62.70; 2. 
mm and Gold Horton (M upman and A 
Leans]; 3. Forever Katie and Vtrtud Vtoge BCon 
<R and M Whitaker). 


addition to the traumas of moving 
. house he has had a lean year in the 
sport after the sale of two leading 
horses — Dollar Girl and Tmkfl’S 
Boy — in the past 12 months. 
Haring rarely, been out of the top 
ten in the world rankings in recent 
years, he has now dropped to No 18. 

“I always knew I was in for a 
difficult year after the sale of 
Tmka’s Boy," he said, "but I’ve got 
two promising young horses — 
Giselle and Cartagene — for next 
year." More immediately, he has to 
choose between Showtime and 
Zalza—the horse on which he won 
the Vink Masters at Olympia last 
year — for the World Cup qualifier 

sedang his first win in the Olympia 
World Cup qualifier, made a rous¬ 
ing start to toe show when he arid 
his daughter, Louise, 17, comfort¬ 
ably won toe final of The Petplan 
Family Pairs Relay. Louise's 
lightening fast round against toe 
dock on Virtual Village Deep Heat 
made up the vital time lost when 
Whitaker, on Virtual Village Randi, 
overshot toe changeover. 

In a successful day for the family 
Michael Whitaker, who paired up 
with John’s son, Robert, 15. was 
third behind toe two Essex-based 
sisters. Michelle Iipman and An¬ 
nate Lewis. 


Hudson 
still i n 
intensive 
care 

ALAN HUDSON, the 
former England football 
international, was still 
critically ill in hospital 
yesterday after bring 
injured in a road accident . 
Jus condition remained 
undumged and he was 
continuing to be treated in 
the intensive care unit a 
spokesman at toe Royal 
London Hospital in 
Whitechapel said. 

The4fryear-oId former 
Chelsea and Arsenal midfidd 
player needed a 14-hour 
operation to remove a blood 
dot from his brain after 
bring in an accident with a 
car near his home in East 
London on Monday evening. 
He also suffered internal . 
injuries. 

Augusta bound 

■ •OLF: Darren Clarke 
has received an invftalion to 
the Masters next April It 
is toe first time that CSarlte, 
29, has been invited to 
Augusta. It is a dream come 
true," Clarke said. The 
invitation to the first of the 
year's four major .. 

fhampinndripii k an 

acknowtedgement of his 
standing in the game. Clarke 
-was fourth in the 
Europe an uneyUst second 
equal with Jcsper 
Parncrikin theOpenand 
was a member of the 
victorious Europe Ryder 
Cup team in September. 

He is ranked 36th in the 
world. 

Stewart deals 


■ MOTOQ RACHWg Jackie ■ 
Stewart yesterday! unveiled 
two new sponsorship deals . 
to strengthen the finances of 
his Formula One team. . . 

The telecommunications 
company. MCL and the 
Lear Corporation, one of the 
world's leading suppliers 
of automotive interior 
systems, will support 
Stewart Grand Prix. Stewart 
revealed that he has not 

- Ji -.—i 1 ——,fronv toe ■ 

wwsp* future^iyS 

eiten though ms tearn was one 
of toe few on die grid last 
season without any form of 
tobacco backing. 

Sampras back 




■ TENNIt. Fete Sampras, 
the world No L expects to 
start practising again this 
weekend after injuring a calf 
ransde playing for the 
United States in the Davis 
Cup final against Sweden 
last month. Sampras said 
yesterday that he expects 
to play in the Australian 
Open next month. 
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RUGBY UNION: DWYER RECRUITS FORMER INTERNATIONAL AS INJURIES BITE DEEP 


SPORT 45 


on Leeds 


ByMarkSouster 

f ROB DWYER, the Leicester Carling r 
coach, has turned to a former feat of W 
Australia full back to help the not train* 
dub through its hour of need, a fall pa 
Andrew Leafs, who toured day. bu 
Great Britain in 1968 before Andy Kc 
swndung to rugby league, has rugby, h 
moved to Wdford Road cm a confident 
temporary two-month am- came out 

tra . c *-, mid-seas 

Leeds. 33. won 16 caps for with h 
Australia before joining Par- Keith W 
ramatta and then Western Cuttita a 
Suburbs, with whom he is still duty, as 
under contract and fa whom Leicester, 
he will return in February. He Tom Bill 
also made eight appearances should b 
for Wakefield rugby league and Alter 
dub in the 1995-96 season. ho- n bid 
Leeds, whose wife is Eng- Lfley.whc 
lish, played for the develop- hum Lei 
merit team fast week and has .' Paul C6 
been picked to play at foil back omitted, 
against Harlequins at Wdford Harieqi 
Road tomorrow. few team 

Although Dwyer has been Road hoi 
|L„ reluctant fa consider stop-gap - have woo 
™ measures in the past, the past 
Leicester's injury problems occasion; 
mean that Ik has fitite option league, wi 
and Leeds's experience will running h 
help the dub through an timp and 
intensive period in which they performai 
play ten Allied Dunbar Pre- ■ das for 
mwrship first division stones, qualifying 
With Leon Lloyd and Tim ] Leeds h 
Barlow injured, Michael MafLthe 
Horak moves to foe left wing win g, to : 
to accommodate Leeds. for promt 

The fallout from foe heavy division i 
defeat by Richmond on Toes- Mali tour 
day evening and the injuy to ga this an 
Jodi Stransky, who has dam- rugby leaj 
aged ribs, has been keenly felt. in the sure 
Waisale Serevi plays at fly alockforv 
i half, with Austin Holey, who from Sara 
is rekindling his international □ Alan Jc 
career cm the wing, switched injured W 
back to scrunv htof because ? is. holding 
Jamie Hamilton is also unfit this mom 
At least Dwyer has been Hospital c 
able to recall MartmCcrry. joined by 
after his recovery from a nedc team that 
injury, and - Neft-Bade to foe who sufle 
tack row. Lewis ' Moody injury chi 
switches from open-ride to man desc 
blind-side flanker. yesterday 

For their part Harleq ui ns factory'* a 
have again excluded Will Car- showing n 
ling from their 21-man squad, operation. 


Carling missed foe heavy de¬ 
feat of Wasps because he had 
not trained last week. He took 
a full part in training yester¬ 
day ‘ ■ but... understandably. 
Andy Keast, the director of 
rugby, has green a vote of 
confidence to the team that 
came out breathing fire tol a a 
mid-season break. 

With Ireland meeting Italy; 
Keith Wood', and Massimo 
Cuttita axe on international. 
duty, as is Eric Miller, erf 
Leice st er, but Wood's deputy. 
Tom Billups, the American, 
should be fit, Paul Delaney 
and Alton Ozdenrir have a ten 
been included, as has Rob 
Uey. who moved to The Stoop 
from Leicester last season. 
Paul Chaflfoor iris been 
omitted.. 

Harlequins are one of foe 
few teams for whom Wdford 
Road holds few fears. They 
have won there five tunes in - 
foe past ten years.' foe fast 
occasion a con fr o v eisial, 13-12 
league win m ApriL They are 
nmning m toformax foe right 
time and a repeat of that 
performance would do won- 
das for their hopes of * 



England stand to gain 
from united Europe 

A SfJjtoJ I33WIBWWT31 i" it, who would grow richei 

B33lU3S|S6ii|^a while worldwide, rugby wouli 
to an heroic pert or- omw twww H,m?nScii 

manoe against New 


A fter the euphoria of 
leading his countzy 
m an home perfor¬ 
mance against New 
Zealand, Lawrence Dallaglio 
said foal England must devel¬ 
op according to what is good 
for England. This is a perfectly 
reasonable position to take 
and it would be remiss if he 
stated otherwise. 

However, I would not like to 
infer from this lhax be would 
wish his governing body and 
his high-powered manage¬ 
ment team, whose credentials 
are as honoured and respected 
as any country would want, to 
develop the game in an insular 
fashion with total self-interest 
as foe only motivating factor. 
Financial considerations 
should nor determine what 
happens in the short term, 
nor, in playing terms, whar 
might appear to be in En¬ 
gland’s immediate best inter¬ 
est There are those who 
believe that England have 
outgrown Europe and that 
their fixture lies among the 
southern hemisphere coun¬ 
tries. Along that route await 
foe perils of hubris. 

Clearly, rugby in Europe is 
driven by sectional interests 
and narrowly selfish concerns. 
This began with the sleight of 
hand that characterised the 
race to sign foe television 
contracts and which caused 
division among the hierarchy 




Leeds have signed Mateaki 
Mail-foe Tanga international 
wing, to strengthen their bid 
for p r omo t io n to the second 
division erf foe Premiership. 
Mafi toured Britain withTcn- 
ga this autumn, having played 
rugby league with Warrington 
in the summer. Mark Burrow, 
a lock forward, has also joined 
from Saracens. 

□ Alan Jones, foe father of the 
injured Wales captain, Gwyn, 
is. holding a press conference 
tiiis morning at foe University 
Hospital of Wales. He will be 
joined by same of the medical 
twrm foal is . treating his son, 
who suffered a severe spinal 
injury on Saturday. A spokes¬ 
man described his concBtiore 
yesterday as "stable and satis¬ 
factory” and said that he was 
showing no iD-effects from his 
operation. 


Leeds steps into foe breach against Harlequins at Wdford Road tomorrow 

Geoghegan rues ill fortune 


THE injuries that have blight¬ 
ed flie career of Simon 
Geoghegan continue to beset’ 
him. Two days after be was 
included in the Bath squad to 
meet Ran in foe semi-finals of 
the Hemeken Gap, Geog¬ 
hegan. who might have, 
played if Adedayo Adebayo 
was unfit; has been forced to 
withdraw because of an ad¬ 
verse reaction to a chronic 
foot injury. • 

Geoghegan, 29, trained 
with Bath on Tuesday and 
showed no immediate effects 
alter a ninth foot operation. 
This latest setback, however, 
must raise doubts over whetb- 



By Mark Souster 

er be will play again. In three 
years with Bath. Geoghegan 
has started 12 games and has 
played 60 minutes of rugby in 
foe past 18 months. 

lain Balshaw, the talented 
young full back, has been 
drafted on to the replace¬ 
ments’ bench and could play 
if Adebayo fails a fitness test 
this morning. The England 
wing is suffering from back 
spasms. 

Hie University of Wales, 
Institute of Cardiff (UWIC). 
guaranteed themselves a 
place in foe semi-finals of The 


BOXING 


Malinga in 
mood to 
test Reid 

ROBIN REID, who has made 
three successful defences of his 
World Boxing Council super- 
middleweight championship, 
faces his toughest test to date 
at London Arena tonight when 
Thulane “Sugar Boy" Malin¬ 
ga challenges for his title. 

Malinga once held the same 
belt and, at 36, the South 
African knows that defeat 
against foe Runcorn boxer 
will almost certainly mean 
that his last chance of regain¬ 
ing a world tide will have 
gone. 

Malinga outboxed Nigd 
Berm to secure the title on 
points m March last year, but 
controversially lost it to a 
similar vodict against Vincen¬ 
zo Nardiello four months lat¬ 
er. He then endured months of 
legal wrangles as he sought 
another bout with Nardiello, 
but no sooner had he been 
installed as foe No 1 challeng¬ 
er than Nardiello, who was 
making a voluntary defence, 
was beaten by Reid in Italy. 

- Nick Durand t, Malinga’s 
trainer, said: “In our eyes, 
‘Sugar Boy* walked away from 
foe Nardiello fight as a winner 
and he would have had his 
tide back before now if 
Nardiello hadn’t fought and 
lost to Reid. Reid is a great 
fighter and an up-and-coming 
young kid, but he is in with the 
best super-middleweight in 
the world." 

Reid goes into foe contest as 
one of six British world cham¬ 
pions. but by foe end of foe 
night he could be joined by 
three others. Adrian Dodson, 
Barry Jones and Mickey 
Cantwell all get their chance 
on foe undercard. 

. Dodson. 27, from Islington, 
North London, appears to 
have the hardest task when be 
challenges for Ronald 
Wright’s World Boxing Org¬ 
anisation (WBO) light-middle¬ 
weight title. Dodson has won 
all 18 of his professional 
contests, hut the American is 
rated by Mickey Duff, the 
veteran promoter, as one of 
the four best boxers in the 
world. 

Cantwell, from Kent, -starts 
as : favourite against Eric 
Jamfli. of the Rulippinss, .in 
his bid for foe -WBO straw- 
weight tide, while Jones.’ of 
Cardiff, takes on Wilson 
Palaria, the Colombian; veter¬ 
an, for the WBO-stma-feafo- 
erwdght championship. 


Times Students European 
Rugby Championship yester¬ 
day with a resounding 84-8 
victory ova Edinburgh. TTiey 
scored 14 tries in their third 
straight victory in pool three. 

Gareth Cooper, Gavin Ev¬ 
ans. Adrian Evans and Carl 
Morgan each scored two tries. 
UWIC who have a points 
differential of plus 222. will 
discover thdr opponents in 
the last four when the draw is 
made in Cork tonight, after 
the final round of matches in 
the other pods. Exeter beat 
The Queen’s University of 
Belfast 194 in the remaining 
pod three game. 


when foe dubs fell out with 

those who are meant _ 

to govern them, and 
the game was further 
destabilised when 
dubs offered inflated 
fees to their players, 
especially in Eng¬ 
land, and drew play- _____ 
ers from all comers of " 
the globe: Such a transfer 
market does not exist among 
foe southern honisphere 
countries. Each lodes after his 
own. 

I am far from certain that 
such transfers are ultimately 
to the benefit of the English 
game. It may raise foe stan¬ 
dards of premiership rugby, 
but to say that it raises foe 
general standard of foe game 
is artificial. 

It is now bong said, quite 
seriously, that it is in En¬ 
gland’s best interest to pursue 
a fixture policy that ignores foe 
other home countries so that, 
with France, England will 
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OHEEHAN on BRIDGE 
-- 


By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

The Refresher today is from the English Bridge Unions Youth 
Training Notes. First, cover up the East-West hands and plan the 
play. 

*42 

VKOJ7 

♦ AK2 
*10 6 5 4 

*7 *A85 

▼ 9 54 S *10 8 6 5» 

♦ QJ10 8S *9 7 83 

4AQJ fc'Eg&ja *98 

♦ KOJ10963 
V* 

♦ 4 

♦ K732 

Contract Fh» Spades by South Load: Queen of efiamonda 

You have 12 tricks once the ace of spades is knocked out, but 
cannot get at them. To win the diamond and lead a club would 
not succeed, even if East had foe ace. What can be done? 

Cash the second diamond and throw the aoe of hearts on it 
Now you can cash three hearts discarding dubs and finally play 
a spade. You make two diamonds, three hearts and six spades, 11 
tricks in all. 


The English Bridge Union 
puts great efforts into encour¬ 
aging young people to play 
bridge. There is a national 
network of youth officers who 
make regular contact with 
schools and universities. 

One new idea is to start 
beginners on MiniBridge, be¬ 
fore going on to knives-on-foe- 
table bridge: MiniBridge 
conce n trates on play and de¬ 
fence rather than bidding- It 
can be played among children 
who are still at primary school 
and sometime MiniBridge 
and bridge competitions are 
held simultaneously. 

For a free copy of the booklet 
All About MiniBridge. contact 
GUI Pain ar the EBU on 01296 
394414. 

The EBU also produces a 
newsletter called Young 
Bridge, edited by Sally Brock,: 
which is produced three times 
a year and is available free of 
charge to everyone aged under 
25. It is packed full of quizzes, 
articles, reviews, information. 


etc Anyone who would like a 
copy should contact Gill Pain. 

□ Any youngsters anxious to 
improve their game should 
reserve a place at the summer 
1998 EBU training camp at 
Harrow School. Aimed at 
L5-to-24-year-olds, foe camp 
will run from August 2 to 9, 
featuring bridge tuition in the 
morning, recreational activi¬ 
ties in the afternoon and a 
bridge to u r nam ent in the eve¬ 
ning far the aH-indusive price 
of £245 per person. Ring Gill 
Pain on for farther details. 

D The Times Book of Bridge /. 
a compendium of some of 

Robert Sheehan’s daily col¬ 
umns, is now available in all 

foepublisherfB.T. Batsford, 
on 01376 321276. price E6.99 
(plus £1 postage and packing). 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


By Philip Howard 


HELLANDITE 

a. To condemn to Hell 

b. An Arctic herb 

c. A rare ore 

mozzle 

a. Luck 

b. To sudi through a straw 
a A small portion 


NATATORIUM 

a. A fish-bowl 

b. A German teaching method 

c. A swimming-pod 
HEMERA 

a. A she mountain-goat 

b. A geological period 

c. An Alpine shrub 

Answers on page 46 



Rugby Union 
Commentary 

play all the rugby nations of 
the southern hemisphere in an 
annual cran petition. The five 
nations’ championship is no 
longer a playground fit for the 
yeomen of England, it seems. 
The Celtic nations are some¬ 
how beneath them. 

Not least among the flaws in 
this proposition is that it 
would be unwise to draw too 
many conclusions on foe back 
of a drawn match, however 
inspiring foal game against 
tite All Blacks proved to be. 

The International Rugby 
Board (IRB). one would hope, 
would wish to develop rugby 
in a global sense. Rugby is far 


the IRB is a long way from 


The Celtic nations 
are somehow seen 
to be beneath them* 


exercising a strong global 
influence and authority. It 
needs to start flexing its mus¬ 
cles and ought not to support 
an annual competition that 
would cast foe strongest five 
countries against each other. 

Ibis would do away with 
the need for a World Dip 
every four years since, in 
effect, a world championship 
would then take place every 
year. The rugby world would, 
thereby, contract when it 
needs to expand. Furthermore, 
the distribution of finances 
would suffer. Income from 
this annual tournament would 
be shared among the countries 


in it, who would grow richer, 
while worldwide, rugby would 
grow poorer and diminish. 

The World Cup benefits the 
whole of rugby. Although the 
challenge for supremacy may 
be fought out among the few in 
a World Cup. a share of the 
revenue finds its way to devel¬ 
op rugby in the emerging 
countries. Rugby World Cup 
attempts, through its finances, 
to widen rugby's appeal, not 
narrow it The game needs 
countries such as Canada, 
Argentina, Romania and Ja¬ 
pan, who have played a part in 
the international rugby com¬ 
munity for quite some time, to 
make consistent progress. Re¬ 
grettably. they have only man¬ 
aged to do so intermittently. 

So ft should be welcomed 
that Italy, beginning at last to 
pull together a string of re¬ 
spectable results, will be part 
of foe European diampion- 
ship in foe millennium. Ex¬ 
panding foe European champ¬ 
ionship is an essential 
requirement, not dismissing it 
and casting ft aside. It may be 
fashionable to refer to the five 
nations’ championship as of 
second division quality, but it 
is the oily competition we 
have in the northern hemi¬ 
sphere and. not so long ago. 
was the envy of foe countries 
below the equator. 

England should see their 
role as promoting this, not 


it. Surely what rugby needs is 

_ a strong European 

championship not a 
weakened one. 

Hubris is a danger¬ 
ous mood. If the suc¬ 
cess of the past seven 
years has encouraged 
___ the swagger begin- 
” ning to emanate from 

Twickenham, then some 
might not care to look too 
dosely at foe preceding years. 
The time has come for foe 
European countries to stand 
together. 

The Celtic countries, mean¬ 
while, can hardly be said to be 
helping. Their intention to 
create a Celtic Challenge Cup 
for dubs, districts and prov¬ 
inces merely makes things 
worse. The objective should be 
to raise pan-European compe¬ 
tition to the level of the Super 
12 in the south. 

European rogby should 
look to advance in its entirety, 
nor to subdivide and fragment. 


Keene on chess 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Missed chances 

Nigel Short, of Britain, is in 
danger of elimination in the fourth 
round of the Fide championship at 
Groningen. Holland. 

In a game of extraordinary 
complications and remarkable 
material imbalances (against the 
former Russian grandmaster 
Alexander Bella vsfcy. who now 
represents Slovenia! Short missed 
his way and crashed to de fe a t . 

Michael Adams. Britain's other 
remaining representative in die 
championship, drew his first game 
against the Russian champion 
ftser Swidler while favourite vis- 
wanathan Anand dispatched 
Zbltan Almasi. 

While: Alexander Beiiavsky 
Blade Nigel Shan 
Fide world c ham pio nsh ip 
Groningen. December 1997 

English Defence 

1 d4 e6 

2 c4 b6 

3 e4 Bb7 

4 Bd3 (5 

5 axS Bb4+ 

a Kit m 

7 Be2 CM) 

8 c5 bocc5 

9 93 Ba5 

10 dxc5 Nd5 

11 Nf3 RxS 

12 b4 Nxb4 

13 axb4 Bxb4 

14 Bb2 a5 

15 h4 Rd5 

16 Ob3 Nafi 

17 Me3 Nxc5 

18 .Qc2 RtS 

19 Rh3 Qe? 

20 Kgl Bal8 

21 Rfl dG 

22 Ng5 h6 

23 p4 hxg5 

24 gxfS Rxfij 

25 Bg4 RM 

28 13 9** 

27 Oh2 Qg5 

28 RxM Nd3 

29 Rh8+ Kf7 

30 Qg3 Oc5+ 

31 Kh2 Bxc3 

32 QM Bf6 

33 Qh7 Qc2+ 

34 Kh3 Rxt3+ 

35 Bxf3 NI4+ 

36 Kg3 Qxb? 

37 Qg8+ Kg6 


By Raymond Keene 


Black to play. This position is 
from foe game Howell — 
Luther. Hastings. 1995. How 
did Blade cash in on his 
powerful passed pawn? 

The 1997-98 event, at the 
Cinque Ports Hotel, starts cm 
December 29 and lasts until 
January 7. 

Solution on page 46 


38 Qh7+ KJ7 

39 QgB+ Kg6 

40 Qefi-f KS 

41 Bxb7 g5 

42 Rh6 Qc3+ 

43 BI3 Ne2+ 

44 Kg2 NI4+ 

45 Khl d5 

46 Qf7 
Black resigns 

Diagram of final position 



White: loek Van Wdy 
Black Kiri! Georgia 
Fide world championship 
Groningen. December 1997 

Indian Defence 


1 

d4 

Nt6 

2 

C4 

e6 

3 

NJ3 

bS 

4 

93 

BaO 

5 

Nbd2 

do 

G 

Bgz 

d5 

7 

0-0 

Be? 

8 

Ne5 

04) 

B 

b3 

Bb7 

10 

Bb2 

Na6 

IT 

B4 

ffcfl 

12 

Ral 

BbA 

13 

exd5 

c*d5 

14 

b3 

Bxd2 

15 

Qxd2 

Oc7 

IS 

Racl 

dxc4 

17 

Ftxc4 

Qe7 

IB 

as 

NxdS 

19 

NQ4 

hS 

20 

Bxg7 

Kxg7 

21 

Qh6+ 

Kg8 

22 

Bxd5 

BaC 

23 

NK+ 

Oxte 

24 

CW6 

Bxc4 

25 

Qg5+ 

KhS 

26 

Coch5+ 

Kg8 

27 

QgS+ 

Kh8 

28 

Re* 



Black resigns 

□ Raymond Keene writes on chess 
Monday to Friday in Sport and in 
foe Weekend section on Saturday. 
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Seizinger matches Killy with six in a row 



ALL the frustrations of the delays in 
the women's Alpine skiing pro¬ 
gramme last week were forgotten 
yesterday when Katja Seizinger, of 
Germany, won a super giant slalom 
in Val d’Is&re, so equalling one of 
skiing most venerable records (John 
Hopkins writes). 

It was in January 1967 that Jean- 
Claude Killy won six consecutive 
races. Seizinger’s victory, won by 


O.Q2sec from Renate Goetschl of 
Austria, was her sixth in succession 
since she won a super G in Alberta 
on November 29. In alt it was the 
34th victory of her career. Only 
Anne-Marie Moser-ProeU, with 62, 
and Vreni Schneider, with 55, have 
more victories. 

Seizingerwon two downhill races 
and another super G, all in Alberta. 
Canada, as well as the sprint 


downhill in Val disere on 
Wednesday. 

The French Alpine town is in the 
heart of a vast riding area known as 
f*espace Kilty. Pictures of the nat¬ 
ional hero dominate the town, so it 
was fitting that it should have been 
there that Seizinger equalled his 
record. 

Picabo Street making her come¬ 
back after injuring her left knee a 


year ago, was just outside the top 
ten in the super G, having come 
tenth in the women's downhill, her 
Speciality, on Wednesday. .. 

It may be difficult for Seizinger to 
break Kffly's record when she 
competes in a giant slalom today. 
She faces Debbie Compagncmi, 
who has had an impressive ran of 
victories herself — seven dating 
back to last January. 


TELEVISION CHOICE 



WlifesavoRS 
BBC!. Sfflpm 



UUJJ (in. — 

Scotland seems to be only the np of an icebergfor 
the number of recratfed'cases has been rising and 
reached a record 95,000 last year. The programme 
includes the reamstracrion of a wedding that 
turned out tobea tess thMteppydayiriien the 
bride, the grocm and smteof the guests went down 
with salmonella poisomng. The mridott took place 
two years ago but some of die victims are still 
suffering from, ih&altereffccts. The culprits,were 
thought to be quicbes and chicken still being eaten - 
14 hours after being put on the table. Also featured' 
is six-year-old Oliver Hind, who contracted Exoli - 
food poisoning, and the show offers ten tips on food 

hygiene.': ' 

War Walks Blitz : 

BBC2,8JJ0pm - 

The story of the London Blitz has been muchTOki, 
but trusi Richard Hcilxnes's sense of the dramatic to 
bring it up fresh. After his usual astute scene- 
setting, which lakes in Hitler's decision to scrap his ■ 
invasion plans and try to bomb Britain into 

submission.Holmes focuses on onedreadful night, 
December 29, 1940. This was when St Paul's 
Cathedral rase proudly above the smoke, and. 
Dames as muds of the Chy of London was 
destroyed around it. As far the human dimension, • 
Holmes is able to call up first-hand accounts from 
firefighters who-worked through the night trying, 
to contain what has been arfka the Second Fire of 
London.. Holmes walks along a ■. street" in 
CamberwelLoucme side erf which every house was. 
destroyed. The open space that remains is a 
poignant reminder dial me Blitz was a new type of 
warfare inwhich civilians were the victims. 

Friends/ Frasier 

Channel 4.9SXJpm and IQjOOpm ■ •: 

Two of the Friday sitcom staples end their azrrent- 
rans tonight. The new series of Frasier is enfra 
couple at weeks away, but devotees of Friends- 
(unfcss they have Sltyj wUl have to wait until the 
summer. Bothskws bow out in typical style with 



Patricia Routledge (BBC19.30pm) 


plots that go round in eircies. resolve nothiug and 
"are ripe tobe resumed the next tone arounita 
FritmKtoidui is stfll teaW of Ross' s sexy raw* 
sirlfricajd, Bonnie, and Montoi. famous iw ner 
unsuitable boyfriends, declares that she tsa dying 
dW maid. SO tffere is nothing new there Jhe gag in 
Fmsierrs that our hero books a dmner lot twoand 
ends up eating alone, thus deepening ms angst 

■ about brine 43 and unattached. Curiously, tor it 
would have made a good line,-nobody suggests 

■ that what this psychiatrist may need is psychiatry. 

' Hetty W aiu t hropp Investigates 
BBCl, 930pm 

-Road rage" makes a topical appearance in the 
casebook of Patricia Roatfeige's OAP sl euth, o r at 
" least that is what it looks like when a minor car 
accident results' in a bloodied. Cape for a y oung 
estate agent (Rebecca Lamb).The perpetratw is not 
a sJdnbead with a skinful tan the well-dressed wife 
{Vprien HeObron) of an unpleasant local 
mdustrialisL The puzzle is not whether she did u 
burwhy. TypfcalZy for this series, we arecanoented 
not with a dark crime but an unhappy 
forced to yield its secrets. Meanwhile.; 
appealingly played as always c. 

Monaghan, becomes a full partner in the 
Wainrfim pp Detective Agency. His firs! drought is 
tnggi a mr and tori: forward to high-speed chases. 
Hetty is quidt to disabuse him. She is nghL It is not 
that son of series. Peter Wsymork 


RADIO CHOICE 


BOXING: VICTORY IN NEW YORK WILL CONFIRM FAITH OF AMERICAN BACKERS 

Opportunity beckons Hamed 


FEW. if any, in the history of 
boxing have been given such a 
chance to make it in America 
as Naseem Hamed. Every 
marketing device has been 
used by his backers, HBO. one 
of the leading cable television 
companies in die United 
States, to promote his name 
across die country. Even his 
opponent tonight at Madison 
Square Garden, Kevin Kelley, 
is perfectly suited to the pur¬ 
pose of enhancing" Harried’s 
name. 

The New Yorker has little 
chance of bearing Hamed. 
Kelley, 30, has an excellent 
record on paper — only one 
defeat in 50 contests — but he 


From Sri kumar Sen. boxing correspondent, in newyork 


is well past his best However, 
he still commands enough 
respect among American box¬ 
ing fans to ensure that they 
will recognise a win over their 
man as a significant victory 
for Hamed. 

Executives of HBO believe 
that they have a winner in the 
World Boxing Organisation 
(WBO) featherweight champi¬ 
on from Sheffield. Seth Abra¬ 
ham, head of HBO. is eagerly 
looking forward to the perfor¬ 
mance of a man in whom his 
company has invested more 
than $2 million in publicity. 

“I donl know how the 


positi 

from 


-WCfflP-WAtCHW 


Answers from page 45 
HELL4JVDITE 

M A hydrous frorosflkate of toe rare earths and calcium, samples of 
which also contain aluminium. manganese and iron. An eponym of 
A. Helland (1846-1918) a Norwegian geologist. 

MOZZLE 

(a) Luck. Specifically in the phrase to put the moz on to 
inconvenience: in jinx. Also a$ a transitive verb, to hinder, interrupt. 
An adaptation of toe Hebrew mazzal lad. Cf. shemozzle. 
NATATOR1UM 

M A swimming-pool. The Latin word means-a place for swimming". 
HEMERA 

(b) A period of geological time in which any particular specks was most 
abundant as lep r ac u ted in strata; an interval between tones when two 
successive species were dominant. The Greek word means a "day”. "The 
range of strata which Mr Richardson has divided into seven or at the 
most eight hemcrae cover, according to my more detailed subdivisions, 
32 hemcrae. and should afford a good test as to whether this more 
detailed method of dating makes for greater precision." 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
l-Rxd3!: 2. Rxd3 (2, Qxd3 Qel+ mating] Z ... e2 and wins. 


public is going to respond to 
this guy.” Abraham said. 
“They may be turned off. 
Hamed is not humble. He 
does not know what humility 
is. When he makes his ring 
entrance they may boo, they 
may even throw things. 1 don’t 
know what will happen, but I 
cant wait to see it” 

Now all that remains is. for. 
Hamed to keep, his side of the 
bargain by winning. “There’s 
no way Kevin Kelley can win." 
he said. “I can put my life on 
it I could put everything 1 own 
on it I’m that confident, that 
alive. lYn blessed with a gift 
God. When you are 
blessed, you have an advan¬ 
tage. You’re not going to get 
brat when you’re fighting with 
a gift He will go in three.” 

The confidence of Brendan 
Ingle, Hamed’s trainer, is 
based on rather more mun¬ 
dane reasons. “He’s- hitting 
with tremendous power,” In¬ 
gle said. “He is coming up to 
his peak strength. He will be 
24 in February, There’s a 
tremendous difference in these 
last two years from the young¬ 
ster that won the title. He has 
matured, he is breaking my 
and my son Dominic's hands 
on die pads. 

“He had done very hard 
work over some weeks and 
had developed a tremendous 
hook. He has sparred with 
southpaws because Kelley is a 
southpaw and has perfected a 


punch to stop him. It is a blow 
that travels in an arc over 
Kelley's right hand. When that 
lands it will be all over.” 

It does not take too much of 
a punch to put Kelley on toe 
canvas. Indeed, he has been 
down so many times and got 
up to win that he has devel¬ 
oped a reputation for being 
one of .die bravest fighters_m_ 
the iand.'.vHpwever, he has 
never felt a punch such as 
Hamed’s and it is certain that, 
if the WBO champion gets in a 
dean blow, there will be no 
getting up for Kelley. 

Kelley said: “He doesn’t 


realise that my motivation is 
deeper than his. He is a very 
rich man. If be gets beat he 
goes bade to Englaod and 
doesn’t have to do anything. 
Thars cooL with me it’s a 
livelihood. I have to pay my 
water bill next month. 

“He is going to find out he 
ain’t just fighting me, he's 
fighting my will and my soul, 
when he feds sny left hand He 


is coins to sav'eft. tins guy's wfihSheridan Mohey 1235am Charles Nove AOO Repot SASSpexta Roundup £U».Neuesdas*r 830 Focus.on 

' . % >OSmo. Louisa Jordan _ Cawr i«I hm to* now* 



Hamed: expectations 
are high in New York 


! frying to kill nafc’L": v. •,v 
Kelley’s chances should .not' 
be ruled out He has an 
outside chance of causing an 
upset and expats say he could 
have one fight still left in him. 
Technically, he is very talented 
and he can punch. If he 
catches Hamed, he could be in 
serious trouble That is unlike¬ 
ly to happen, however, as toe 
one most likely to land the first 
blow is Hamed who. though 
shorter, is quicker on his feet 
For all of Kelley'S fighting 
talk, one glance at his perfor¬ 
mance against Alejandro 
Gonzales in 1995 paints to a 
quick win for Hamed. 
Gonzales is a lighter puncher 
than Hamed, yet he had 
Kelley in trouble from the first 
round and stopped him in toe 
eleventh, it was noted that 
Kelley'S legs were not what 
they used to be. Hamed 
should win inside three 
rounds as he has predicted. 


TELEVISION: Uvs on Sky Box Offloa (boul 
scheduled to start et 2.30am] 

RACK* DM coverage on Radio 5 Live 
(hwn 10 pm). 


Pttfb t ttaaceimkBftC Singers 

Radio 3,730pni. 

The 1 London Baroque Soloists play a word and 
wonderful coUectioa cf mstnmienEs of a type, that 
always seem, .particularly well-suited to the 
Christmas season. Baroque instruments also work 
extremely well with toe human voice, so tins 
seasonal concert involving the Soloists "and tiro 
BBC Singers, sounds attractive as well as 
appropriate. The: two main works being played 
tonight are from the 17th century: The Christmas 
Story by SchGtz is a working of the core Christmas 
story that uses the chorus as angels and Wise Men. 
Messe de Minuet was originally written by Marc- 
Antome Charpentier for midnight Mas*' on 
Christmas Eve. The third weak tonight , features 
variations on firench carols. 


RADIO 1 


B30ara Kevin Greening and Zob Bal SUM Simon Mayo 12.00 
Jo Wtrfley. Includes 13L30pa Newsbeat ZM Mwfc Radcfiffa 
4.00 Dave Peace &45 Newsbeat &oo Pate Tong: Essential 
Selection bjOO Judge Jiiss 11JM Westwood. Ratio 1 Rap 
Show 240am One in tte Jungle 4 jOO Charfa Jontat- 


RADIO 2 


fcOOtm Sarah Kennedy 7J3B Wate Up to Wogan 9J30 Ken_ 
Bruce 11.30 Jfetvny Young 1.30pm DbUM Thrower 3 jOO Ed ‘ 
Slowart 5-05 John Dunn 7 j 00 Hubert Gregg 7.30 Friday Kicfrt 
Is Music Night 8.16 Dracuta. Hywel Bennett reads Bram 


Stoker s daasfc flJO- listen to Bw Bant^1000 Tte; Arte f - _ 445 BrianToday «u» Europe Today SJK) World Busfiess 


tusLbOfM 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


SJOOeni The Breakfast Progcamma BJM David Motor .12JM 
Midday with Matr 2-00pm Ruscoe on Rva 4j00 Nationwide 
7M News Enra 7JM Alan Green's SportstaR 8J30 Friday 
Match. Coverage of Fufham v Burnky in Division Two 10,00 
Rght Mght Vrarid Championship boxing from London and 
Now York 3JMwa Up Afl Mght SOO Morning Reports V 


VIRGIN RADIO 


SJMare Jeremy dark 7JOO Lynn Pasdns 10J» (FII)flctnn 
Banks (AM) Graham Dene iJOOpm {FM) Nfak Abbot (MW) 
Nk*y Homfl 4JM Ruse 'n* Jono7JOO |Flfl Paul Ccyte (A&l) 
Caimtn Jones IOjOO Made Fairest 2JMem Richard Porter 


TALK RADIO 


&30wn BW Overton and CaroCMcGtMn 9.00 Scott Chisholm 
12 JM Lorraine KeBy aLOOpm Tommy Boyd 4JM Petw Deefay 
7 j00 Moz. Dee's Sportszone IOjOO Mto «en 1 iNfam MU» 
Dlddn 


N&eum in qr^y.TjBBftltiii w TiW Outiocfc ~ 

far. Thought '-730 MuMmdt Attsmetiue: ftao' 
Newsmr ftOONews SLOS World Business Report 8.1S BrSain 
Todey-830 People and Police IOJOO Naersdask 1030 The 
Wold Today ltk*5 Spoils Roundup ITjOO News 11.05 
OUfbofc -1130 Mufetrack Menfaitee X2M Newstfask 
1230am From ihe WaaUes 12A5 Britain Today 1 .Q 0 
Newsdesic'Lra Just a MirU»2jOO Nomday 230 People and 
POBScs AM Plows 3J0S World Bustness Report 3.15 Sports | 
Roundup 330 Science In Action 430 Nearedask 430 The 
World Today 445 Off She# 


CLASSIC FM 


5LOOan Aten Nam wflh- Trumpet Alann 'Cal and Breakfasi 
Baroque 930 Henry Kely. Mchasl Barry*sCtassic Redpe is tor 
. the uBmate chocolate cate. Phis, Classic Masterpiece and 
KaSya Oub Sandwich 130pm Listener. Request Hew. 
Presented by Jana Jones 230 Concerto. Pagartrt (Vtokn 
Concerto No 11n D) 330 Jamte Crick 630 Newsnight 730 
Smooth Classic at Seven with John Btuvsng 830 Everting 
Conoeii Bernstein (Ovchestar Psakra). David Fandiawe 
(Dona Nobis Pacem, African Sanctus) 1030 Mchael Mappia 
Indudas af 1136 Nodune 2 . 00 am Concerto M 430 SaRy 
Peterson 


RADIO 3 


6u00am On Air, with 
DeSbes (State. Lb 
(R hapsody In B 
wunoomom. 

Grosso fri F): Bemstdn 
Story); BejUck (Overture 
• 00 " 


Hughes, Indutflng 
S*Amuse); Brahms 
;Mahfar (Des Kneben 
LLocatafi (Concerto 
“ "eei Pretty, Weat5ide 
Corsare) 


Sonata 4 5); Britten 1 
430. Music Restored. H 
lastmorttrin the' 
Harp Consort, i 


'at Carols) 
f a concert given 


Don’t fall 
down ON 

YOUR RRR’S 



Grrraham’s 


PORT 


W. & j. 

Graham's 

THE PORT OF AUTHORITY 


. Qufritet In G minor) 

1030 Musical Encounters, with Mary MSer. indudes 
Debussy (String Quartet riG rranor); Schubert 
(Imprarnptu ii C mkxx): Tchr^xwsky (Es Geht euf 
Matemacht The Quean of Spades); Vhrefcf (Viola 
d'Aroore Concerto in A); Beethoven (Fantasy In C 
tor piano, chorus and orchestra); Abramson ' •' 


1230 Composer o( the Week: Prokohev 
130pm Ratio 3 Lunchttrae ConcerL From Studio 7 
to Manchester. Rater Ha.^fano. Schoenberg (Free 


Ffecas); Douglas Young (Herr Sdioertoerg I 
Ping-Pong. Href broadcast); Messiaen (Le.r 
Cerronsr, CataJcjgue d'Owwuj^ 

230 Tire BBC Ancnm Brian Kay introduces some, of 
the many recorcSngs by the choir of King's . 
Cotege. Cambrfdga, founded to 1448 by Henry M. 
Indudes carols sung at the celebrated ihe Festival 
of Nine Lessons end Carols- Howells tGottegfem 
' Bagate. axcarpfs); Oarite (to the Bleak Wdwtnfert;' 
O 10 (Adam ray YBounden); WUlcocks (Sussex 
Card); Dupre (La Tombeeu de TteJouze.. 


excerpte); 


I OfloBn Concerto to B fiat; 


rHaU. London, by the, 

. . ■ Andrew Lawrence-Kfrig. .. 

•. toc^jdasHmusIc from LucasBuiz de Ribayaz’s 
d®x»cc*ectionoM677 
435 MMic Machine, with Tommy Peareon 
530 tn Tune, with Sean Rafferty. A special edition. 
Including live performances from emerginq British 
performers . • 

730 Perfor ma n ce on a Uvn from St Giles's Cfarch, 

- Qtoptegate,'London. See Choice. With the BBC 
Singers. Stephen Fen, organ, London Baroque 
Sototete under Stephen Gteobury, Nail MacKanae, 
tenor. Market Feavreur, soprano. Schutz (The 
. Chrwtma&StoM M5 joyeox Nods 835 Daquto 
l Nod Sufasa); Bafcestre $toef Elranger); Dandrieu 
(Nod wOuo); Daawi (Nod pour tea Grands 
Jeux); Charpentier (Messe de MinuA) 

-335 Rote Pknr.' Michad Bpridon talks to Simon' 

Rusted! Beale and Darid Troughton abaci flfchartf 

iff (4/4} (r) 

1030 Hear and Now: Hugh Wood at 05 fSouniSna 

the Ccmtury). Sarah Water talks to Hugh Wbbd 
and Introduces performances at his music In a 
; co^ri^w^rnorKhin theSheldoriian 

1130 Composer of the Week: Goehr (r) . 

1230am Kenton’s fanovaOoas. Max Harrison i 
. Ihe American ptantet aid composer Stan I 
(2/4) (I)-' 

-130 Through the NtgW, wfih Donald MacLeod 


RADIO 4 


W) Shipping Forecast 330 News Briefing 
6.10 rarnuig Today 935 Prayer tar the Day 630 
Today &40 Yestentey In Parttament 838 Weather 
930 News 935 Desert Island Dtecs. Sue Lawie/s . 

. castaway is the chairman of Northern Foods, 

Ctete Hastens (r) 

935 Feedback. The last of the current series 
presented .by Chris Dunteey 
1030 (LW) Nen; An Act of Worship 
1030 (FMJHwre; A Boom tor Writing. See Choice . 
10.15 (L¥l) On HUa Dqr, wSh Geoffrey Wheeler ,L - 
1030 Women's Hour, frtiroduced by M»garetGaiTiore-. 
1130 The Natural Wstory Programme. Juflan Hector 
.enqatoras the world's richest coral reds oil the ' 
rtodtxieaaDlsiandQtSttiawBd.arKiexptoresthe’ 
threats to Ihefr future surwaJ 
1230 News; You and Yours. Consumer news aid . 

currentefidrewtih MarkVVMtsker ■■ 

I9 gspm The Food Programme. Derek Cooper meats 
serna of Ihe peopte who make a tratStional' 
Christinas cfemer possible 123G Wedher . 

1.00 TbreWorid atone 

1.40 The Archerei W 1-SS Shipping Forecast 

230 News; ObasieSaifahWte'and Peace. A . 

■ drsmatisatton of Tolstoy's epciwrel (5/10) (r) 

330News; Tire Afternoon Shut, wBh LaideTayipr 
Hid guests 

4.00 Neat 435 Kaleidoscope. Tim Marlow reviews. 
the premiere cf Stephen SprKfwkn'8 Sntoday .. 
.$$ght Plus reoornniendaflorB for some of the beat 
• ait books of the year .. .. 

4>H? Short Story; A FtesBire V«a8qn, by Eddto ; 




; .530- PM, »#j Chris Lows srid,.~. 

^ Forecast 535Wealhar 

. 630 She O’c lock News 630 Going Places. Dadri 

730IJrere735 The Aretwrs 

■ 3 SS3?®sasR tslu, 

?4a,cel tociudes a - 
8 reacB ° n 

9.15 uilW from America, "Another s&oe ol Rfe 

' to 

11M> teat in the current series of 

' with Sally Grasa. Jon Gtoer 

Daw Lamb and Sarah Parkinson 

IMS A sktatoy* look at the week 

1230 News __ 

12^48 Shmoing ^ 

-130AsWcdSService ' 


FREQUENCY GUIDE. RADI01. FM B7.M9.8. RADIO 2. FM 88J>90^. RADK3 3, FM 903-92.4 RADIO a FU~>a 
343; LW 198; MW 720. RADIO 5 UVEMWB93, flOS^WORLD SERVICE^%flSkWIMftSilSteS’ 
CLASSIC raT FM m-102. VIRGIN RADiO. FM 105.8; MW 1197, 1 218. TALK RAO^MWloS Von***™* 
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A Room for Writing 
Radio 4. lOJOOam (FM only} 

The writer Rumer Goddaa will be 90 vean old 
soon and Radio 4 has been noting that landmark 
with state progra mm es tins week and next Today 
Goddratalksabourthekjcaironsftrsonwofhei 
stories, meaning where she^wrote tirom rather than 
where they were sa. Given the somewhat nomadic 
nature ofGoddenY life, tbese locatzans have tended! 
to be varied and exotic She wrote BfddtNcrcKSus 
on a. ship and her c^her writing studios have 
. included nooses in the Himalayas and Budking- 
hamshire and a house in Rye which once belonged 
to Henry James. She now lives and writes in 
Dumfriesshire. The nrqgramrrw 'is interspersed 
with readings from GoddenVwork and extracts 
from letters to friends and family- Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


630am Nawcday 6,15 Europ^Today 730Nous 7.1S Ofl the 
Shelf 730Music Review 830 Nnw 81 IO Paure tar Thought 
8 . 1 S Wostway B30 John Red OJX) Nms News in Gorman 
(648 otiy) 935 World Bustoess Report 9.15 Chtirinan in 
Conversation 930 BBC Engteh: Speateng of Eng 6 sh a.fc 
Sports Roundup .1030 Nwsdeslc .1030 Asagntrant 1130 
Newsdesk 1130 Focus cm Faah 12 JI» News 1235pm World 
Business Report 12.15 Brtein Today'1230 Founders of toeir 
Fafli 12A5 Starts Rounfrp 130 Newshotr230 Nam ZOS 
Outlook-230 MuMTtetic Afremaitire 330. News: News m 
German (648 only) 335 Foatod 6 dra 3.15 Journey to toe 
Centre of the Atom330Scenes in Action 430 News 4 . 1 s The 
New Europe 430 The WoridTof)^ News in German (648 or^j. 
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TELEVISION 47 


Asking previously unthinkable questions 


T elevision has been very well 
served by the environmental 
lobby over the past 20 years. 
All that videotape, courtesy of 
every agency from the BBC Natu¬ 
ral History Unit to Greenpeace. 
All those stunning images, of ev¬ 
erything from whales to oil slicks, 
stricken birds to smouldering’rain¬ 
forests. There had to be a day of 
reckoning and that day has come. 

Come and gone. Two series. 
Scare Stories on BBC2 and Ag¬ 
ainst Nature on Channel 4. have 
been revisiting environmental is¬ 
sues from a perspective less 
liberal, or less alarmist (choose 
your word), than the one with 
which we are familiar. Both series 
have just finished, so perhaps 
television will now return to the 
familiar ground of shedding video 
tears for our planet. If so. it leaves 
some important questions hang¬ 
ing in the air. 

Last night Scare Stories ended 
with Sinking the Ark, which asked 


whether mankind had not bent too 
far backwards in the direction of 
Species protection. The pro 
gramme served the useful function 
of explaining how massive publi¬ 
city coups had elevated animals to 
a status seemingly higher than 
that of mere people, but of course a 
cause is not flawed just because it 
enjoys slick publicity. 

The programme was excellent 
while it was focusing on die issue 
of the whale, not quite so coherent 
when it tried to reinforce the point 
using several other creatures. The 
whale and its alleged saving by 
campaigners offers an object les¬ 
son in the manipulation of human 
emotions and there is no better 
example of the absurdities that 
some in the environment lobby 
have perpetrated. 

Roger Payne, a marine biologist, 
discovered m the 1960s that whales 
could sing. As a result: “Suddenly 
one day I decided that I would 
spend die rest of my life trying to 


do something to improve the way 
people look at whales." Payne has 
been as good as his word. But if the 
ability (o sing automatically justi¬ 
fied protected status. Des O'Con¬ 
nor would be grade one listed. 

B eyond question, the whale, 
with its enormous appetite, 
occupies an important pos¬ 
ition in the food chain. But that is 
not why governments have been 
lobbied, not to say terrorised, by 
advocates of saving the whale (in 
some waters, they are threatened 
by over-population}. The media, 
and not just television, put tire 
whale on the fashion map by 
showing its great dignified torso 
and playing its haunting tunes. 
The food chain had nothing to do 
with it. 

Similarly, as the programme 
showed.- campaigns to save the 
tiger Iiave skirted round the unfor¬ 
tunate fact that tigers eat people. 
When large areas of India and 





Peter 

Barnard 


Africa were turned into reserva¬ 
tions and the hunting of tigers was 
banned, the increasing population 
of tigers killed the cattle of farmers 
whose tribes had occupied the land 
for a thousand years. But nobody 
launched Save the African Farmer 
with a gala dinner at the Dorches¬ 
ter. Instead, the programme re¬ 
ported. one million people were 
forced to up sticks and move 
somewhere else so that the protect¬ 


ed tiger could roam land cash-rich 
tourists could continue to safari). 

In the West, people have more 
prosaic but equally important 
questions to resolve, such as: will 
my doctor do me any good? 
Natural Born Healers (Channel 
4) is an interesting series about 
alternative medicine. Unlike alter¬ 
native comedy, we can define what 
it is an alternative to: it is an 
alternative to having a GP exam¬ 
ine you and write a prescription. 
Last night the series took Roy 
Haggerty, a sufferer for three 
years from chronic fatigue syn¬ 
drome, or ME. and sent him to Dr 
Julian Kenyan, a practitioner of 
complementary medicine, for a 
three-month course of treatment 
By the end of it Roy seemed better 
and was able to mow his lawn, 
whereas before he became tired at 
tiie sight of the lawnmower. 

Roy's GP. Dr Peter May. was 
not very impressed what this 
course of action began and his 


view did not appear to have 
changed when it ended: “So (Ken¬ 
yan) is putting out wacky ideas, 
completely out of the blue and if he 
(Haggerty) gets better (Kenyan) 
will say they ve got some basis in 
reality. Bizarre." 

The real difference in approach 
is that Kenyan uses imagination in 
choosing a treatment whereas a 
GPs training is to treat demon¬ 
strable symptoms on a scientific 
basis. I would not presume to 
choose between these approaches, 
but if something works then it 
must be a legitimate treatment, 
even if nobody can properly ex¬ 
plain why the treatment works. 


N ow that winter has finally 
arrived flies-on-the-waJi 
are dying off. The latest to 
go the way of all such documenta¬ 
ries is Dover (ITV) which has been 
a fly on the wall of our busiest port 
these past few weeks. I missed the 
earlier episodes but if last night’s 


finale sums up the whole 1 can only 
say that it is surprising how 
difficult it can be to stay awake for 
30 minutes. 

The arrival of a cruise liner 
which had to disgorge 2.400 
passengers and sail again 13 hours 
later with a new passenger com¬ 
plement might have offered rich 
pickings to the cameras, but all we 
gor was a few passengers playing 
hunt-ihe-suiicase. There was also a 
poignant segment filmed on the 
day of the funeral of Diana, 
Princess of Wales as the port 
organised, with great efficiency 
and tact, the observing of the 
national one-minute silence. 

Perhaps that cast a pall over the 
whole programme. Certainly there 
was little excitement to be had 
from the only other incident: 
customs men opening two china 
elephants to find cannabis hidden 
inside. That had the appearance of 
being filmed by an earlier fly on a 
different wall. 


6.00am Bturirass Breakfast (46819) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (T) (41277) 

9.00 Good Living Last in series (1096722) 
9.25 Style Challenge Two children bound for 
Lapland (1082529) 

9.50 Kilroy (T) (27208191 
10.30 Can't Cook, Wont Cook (T) (1427884) 
10.55 The Realty Useful Show (T) (8599258) 

11.35 Change That Transforming the furniture 
of celebrity guests June Whitfield. John 
Leslie and Anna Walker (37151091 

12.00 News (T) and weather (9239616) 
12.05pm CaU My Bhlff (2440109) 

12.35 Give Us A Clue Last in series 15040797) 
1.00 News (T) and weather (44364) 

1.30 Regional News (17282838) 

1.40 The Weather Show (86013797) 

1.45 Neighbours (Tt 113681172) 

2.10 PetroceUi (r) (1711242) 

3.00 Vets In Practice Trude discovers she 
has achieved celebrity status (r) (T) 
(4971) 

3 JO Ptaydays (7549906) 3.50 Dear Mr Barks 
(2SS9797) 4.05 The All New Popeys 
Show (2945068} 4.10 Casper (3154722) 

4.35 Record Breakers Last in senes 
(242143215.00 Newsiound flj (2030137) 
5.10 Blue Peter (T) (6065155) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) (T) (315703) 

6.00 News (T) and weather (426) 

6.30 Regional News (90S) 

7.00 Weekend Watchdog wfth Anne 
Robinson (T; (2180) 

7 JO Top of the Pops (Ti (890) 

8.00 FrtWfrCl 999 LffesaverK Food Safety 

Reconstructions of a couple s 

wedding celebrations nnned by a 
salmonella outbreak and a seven-year- 
old boy struck down with E.CQf: food 
poison trig (Ti pSOOi 

8.30 Only Foots and Horses The Trotter 
brothers attempt to ne!p a German 
damsei in distress (u (Ti (76351 

9.00 News iTj and weather (5)37} 

9.30 irnHwci Hetty Wahrtitropp 
LsSlEB investigates: Fisticuffs 
Lancashire’.? answer to Miss Marpte dons 
her best tweed outfit and ^tempts to help 
a road rage ' victm (T) (283345) 

10.25 Escape from Alcatraz (1979) Clint 

H Eastwooa stars in ins drama oased on 
the true story ot a convict's attempt ro 
break out of ti* trotorfejs high-security 
prison on Alcatraz island Directed by 
Don Sx-gel (245616) WALES: 10.25 For 
One Night Onfyr Wes' End star R«a Jones 
performs a selection cl showstoppers 
Last m series <3257971 1035 FILM: 
Escape from Alcarez (27862600) 
12.40am FILM Jinxed' (973265) 2.15 
News headlines and weather (8508038) 
2.20 BEC News 24 

12.10am Jinxed! (19821 Comedy. w4h Bette 

m Meter A blackjack dealer sets about 
seduopc me girtfriana d a customer 
‘-'.r.Q's on a seemingly never-ending 
winning streak in an attempt to brean his 
kK+y rur Directed by Don Siegel il) 
<933407) 

1.45 Weather (7057117) 

1.50 BBC News 24 


VkieaPh»+ and tha VWtm PfasCodea 

The numbers next to each TV programme 
listing are Video PlusCoda"" numbers, whic h 
allow yCu lo {jrocramrTw your video recorder 
instantly with a VideoPtes+ “ handset Tap in 
me Video Pi .it Cede (or the programme you 
wish lo record Vtdeoplus-*- f“J. Pluscode { ) 
and Video Prog'anrw are trademarks or 
Gems’ar Development Ud. 


6.0Qam Social Sciences: Global Media 

(37161) 

7.00 See Hen- Breakfast News (T) 

(3015906) 

7.15 Tefetubb tea (r) (2202906) 7.40 Yakky 
Duck (r) (8662567) 8.05 Smart (r) (T) 
(6784884) SJO William’s Wish 
Wellingtons (r) (2837987) &35 Wishing 
(9797155) 8.45 The Record (5195664) 
9.10 The Fugitive (r) (I) (1662906) 10.00 
Teletubbies (29567) 

10.30 A Day at the Races (1937. b/w) Mane 

m Brothers comedy set in a sanatorium. 

Directed by Sam Wood (19583548) 
12.15pm Wear It Wed (r) (8043074) 12L3Q 
Working Lunch (22513) 1.00 The Little 
Polar Bear (33799180) 1.05 Rngu (r) 
(33798451) 1.10 Hammer it Home 
(73374513) 1.30A River Somewhere - Fly¬ 
fishing on Los Roques island. Venezuela 
(21884) 2.00 Take a Meal: Spain’s Rioja 
region (92529722) 2.15 Going. Going, 
Gone (45922567) ZAO News (T) 2.45 
Oldie TV (r) (5735703) 325 News (T) 320 
The Wage (884) 

4.00 Ready Steady Cook (819) 420 Through 
the Keyhole (2420703) 425 Esther 
(5816529) 520 Today’s the Day (155) 
6.00 The Simpsons Homer becomes a 
department store Santa Claus (Ti 
(187345) 

620 Star Trek (r) (T) (802451) 

7.15 Electric Circus (547221 > 

720 Earth and Life: Science of Climate 

Evidence discovered in the Antarctic and 
under the ocean suggests that climate 
changes have been gong on for 
thousands of years without any threat to 
life on Earth. Are worries about global 
warming unfounded 7 Last in senes (T) 
(432) 

8.00 War Walks 11 Richard Holmes 

EEK S ffW revisits London tiring the 
Blitz of December 1940 (T) (3242) 

820 Geoff Hamilton's Paradise Gardens (r) 
(T) (5277) 

9.00 Shooti n g Stars Vic and Bob welcome 
’Vanessa Feltz. Fred Talbot. Louise Wener 
and Mark WiHrams (r) (T) (4529) 


600am GMTV (2581180) 

925 Supermarket Sweep (T) (1091277) 
9-55 Regional News (T) (7844819) 

1600The Time, the Place (16093) 

1020This Morning (T) (97336109) 

1220 pm Regional News (T) (9243819) 

12.30 News (I) and weather (5132722) 

1225 The Fashion Police (T) (5044513) 125 
Home and Away (T) (73453074) 120 
Murder. She Wiote: A Christmas Gift (rj 
(9829180) 2.40 Dr Quinn Medicine 
Woman (T) (5730258) 

320 News (T) (3373557) 

325 Regional News <T) (1868708) 

320Jays' World (2976277) 3AO Fitch 
(8015819) 320 CfTV Awards 1997 
(1773432) 5.10 Caring at Christmas (T) 
(9101093) 

5.40 News (T) and weather (598109) 

600 Home and Away (r) (T) (993726) 

625 Regional Weather (T) (345432) 

820 Regional News (T) (154) 

7.00 Bruce's Price is Right (T) (4548) 

720 Coronation Street Judy is desperate lo 
get Katie back (!) (258) 

600The Bill The money from a robbery six 
years ago has never been found. Can the 
thief's grandson help Beech and Carver 
to discover ijs whereabouts? fT) (7068) 
820 Blind Men The sales Team Is lacing 
redundancies (T) (2703) 


As HTV West except 

1225pm-125 A Country Practice (5044513) 
220-320 Our House (4854109) 

5.10-5.40 Shortland Street (9101093) 
625-7.00 Central News (690703) 

10.40 Film: Innocent Blood (86130345) 
12.40am FUm: Too Good to Be True (733594) 
220 The LADS (5217662) 

225 Box Office America (16810491 
320 Central Jofaftnder *97 (254204) 




Panto — Fast Show style (9.30pm) 

9.30 The Fast Show Comedy with Paul 
Whrtehouse. Charlie Higson and Caroline 
• Aheme (T) (152771 

10.00 Have I Got News for You Last in the 
series ot the satirical quiz (96600) 

1020 Newsftight m (660345) 

11.15 The A Force Roy Diamond and Patti 
Boulaye introduce the best in black 
entertainment (410093) 

1220am The Trial (1962) Orson Welles’s 

« Kafka adaptation about an anonymous 
man arrested by a mysterious authority 
and put on trial lor an ottencs he knows 
nothing about. With Anthony Perkins and 
Jeanne Moreau (443469) 

ZM Weather 13208662) 


Penny Smith looks at policing (9pm) 

9.00 Most Wanted Dermot Mumaghan and 
Penny Smith examine how policing has 
changed m the 1990s |T) (7154) 

10.00 News (T) and weather (90426) 

1020 Regional News (971513) 

10AO Shattered Dreams (1990) with Lindsay 

m Wagner and Michael Nouri. Fact-based 
drama about a woman who sutlers 
mental and physical abuse from her 
husband, a senior law official. Directed by 
Robert Iscove 183172635) 

12.30Bm Loverboy (1989) with Patrick 

® Dempsey and Kate Jackson. Comedy 
about a college boy who is left to fend for 
himself in the real world when his parents 
reluse to pay his course lees. When he 
takes a job delivenng pizzas, he suddenly 
finds himseii much in demand by the 
bored housewives on his route. Directed 
by Joan Micklin Silver (450759) 

220 Between the Darkness and the Dawn 

m (1935) starring Elizabeth Montgomery 
and James Naughton. Drama about a 
woman who wakes from a 20 year coma 
lo find that her high-school sweetheart 
has married her sisler Directed by Peter 
Levin (863556) 

4.05 Coffins and Moconle’s Movte Chib (r) 
(58111681) 

425 Coach (798505561 

5.00 Coronation Street (r) (T) (48662) 

520ITN News 


As HTV West except 

12.55 Home and Away (5044513) 

125 Wild About Devon (99034677) 
125 Westcountry Update (62673724) 
22S-320 Blue Heelers (1898345) 
610-5.40 Home and Away 19101093) 
6.00-7.00 Westcountry Live (80278) 
1220am film: Loverboy (450759) 


As HTV West except 
1225pnt-125 Shortland Street (5044513) 
120 Perfectly Pets (28217113) 

220220 Highway to Heaven (8650155) 
5.10-5.40 Home and Away (9101093) 
6.00-7.00 Meridian Tonight (80278) 
1220am Film: Loverboy (450759) 


As HTV West except 
I225pm-125 What’s My Line? (5044513) 
120 Backstage (28217113) 

220-320 Highway to Heaven (6650155) 
610-5.40 Shortland Street (9101093) 
625-7.00 Anglia News (690703) 

1220am Film: Loverboy (450759) 


Starts: 7.00 The Big Breakfast (34987) 

9.00 Something So Right (4936529) 

925 Film: Irish Eyes are Smiling (19441 
starring Monty Woolley. Dick Haymes 
and June Haver (41668113) 

1120 Sophie's Meat Course (3890) 

12.00 Sesame Street (93567) 

12.30pm RIcki Lake (20109) 

1.00 Slot Mefthrin (50396074) 

1.15 Slot Synladau Sail (50391529) 

120 Film: The Moon raker (1958) starring 
George Baker and Sylvia Sims (450741 
3.00 Movers and Shakers (8839) 

320 Fifteen-to-One: Champion of 

Champions (659745!) 

4.15 Deals on Wheels (729451) 

4.45 5 Pump (728722) 

5.15 Countdown: Grand Final (1793190) 
600 Newyckflon (468722) 

610 Heno (959682) 

7.00 Pobol y Cwm (663155) 

725 YCtefb Rygbl (711180) 

8.00 Cefn Gwted (16381 
820 Newyddlon (8695) 

9.00 Pawb a’l Fam (8616) 

1600 Brooks!de (976258) 

1025 Friends (594567) 

11.05 Father Ted Christmas Special 
(124703) 

12.15am Crapston Villas (7256038) 

1220 TFI Friday (2542653) 

1.35 Film: Up the Chastity Belt (875730) 


525am Sesame Street (39529) 

7.00 The Big Breakfast (34987) 

9.00 Something So Right (4936529) 

925 Irish Eyes are Smiling (1944) with 

S Monty Woolley. Dick Hames and June 
Haver. A celebration ot the work of Ernest 
R Bali, the Irishman from Cleveland who 
wrote sentimental ballads. Directed by 
Gregory Ratoff (41668113) 

1120 Sophie's Meat Course Game (6/6) (r) 
(D (3890) 12.00 Sesame Street (93567) 
1220pm light Lunch (r) (.6178277) 125 
Augusta's Guests. Animation (86105722) 

1.40 Where Do We Go from Here? (1945) 

m with Fred MacMurray. A musical comedy 
about a woufcj-be Gl who is transported 
back in time by an inept genie. Directed 
by Gregory Ratotf (8194109) 

3.00 Garden Doctors (r) (8839) 3.30 Fffleen- 
to-One: Champkri of Champions (T) 
(6597451) 4.15 Countdown. Grand Final 
(T) (7875797) 425 Ricki Late Christmas 
makeovers (T) (57387970 5.30 Pet 
Rescue (T) (451) 

600 TFI Friday Amonq the guests is Dale 
Wmton (25600) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (T) (819161) 

725The Political Slot (265277) 

600The Best of Coitectors’ Lot (T) (1838) 
820 Brookskte Will Max go along with 
Jacqui’s new proposition 7 (T) (86951 
9.00 Friends: The One at the 

Beac), when the Inends stay 
at a beach house, Rachel becomes 
jealous of Ross's uninhibited girlfriend. 
Ten Gan makes a guest appearance. 
Last in series (T) (719635) 

9.35 Ellen: Looking Out for Number One 
Ellen takes advice from a therapist to 
become more assertive (7) (524451) 



CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 Is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 1022075 GHz; sound: 
7.02 and 7.20 MHz 


620am 5 News Early (4296567) 

720 Milkshake! (74034261 7.35 Adventures 
ol the Bush Patrol (r) (9168819) 600 
HavakazoG (r) (1801613) 

820 WWeWorfd: Fragile Planet How sandy 
beaches are constantly changing ( 6 / 10 ) 
(2251154) 

9.00 Espresso Consumer atfairs (7030819) 
1600 Exclusive (r) (4495258) 1020 Was 
It Good for You" (r) (8851398) 

11.00 Leeza (33071B0) 1120 Double 

Espresso (90963451) 12.00 The Bold 
and the Beautiful (TI (8651190) 12.30pm 
Family Attain (t) (T) (1596616) 

1.00 5 News Update (88938906) 1.05 -Sunsat 
Beach (T) (4189838) 2.00 5's Company 
(3384616) 

320 Bontertown Cafe (1991) stating Susan 

« Hogan. Janet Wright and Lora Schroeder 
A sentimental comedy drama following 
the ups and downs ot parental and 
romantic love across three generations of 
a large lamity Directed by Norman Bailey 
(4194155) 

520 Whittle Audience participation que (Tt 
(4745180) 

6.00100 Per Cent (4742093) 

620 Family Affairs Charlotte arid Liam are 
reunited with the* parents (1) (47333451 
720 Name That Tune (5101258) 

720 Exclusive (4739529) 



Kelsey Grammer as Dr Crane (10pm) 

10.00 Frasier Odd Man Out 

I J Frasier realises that being 

single is not alt it is cracked up to be 
Linda Hamilton quest-stars. Last in series 
(T) (98068) 

10.30 Father Ted Christmas Special The 

comic clerics become lost m a large store 
and end up in the lingerie department (r> 
(T) (88505671 

11.40 Crapston Villas Adult animation {7/10) 
fr> (9126351 

1125 TFI Friday (r) (562109) 

1.00am Up the Chastity Belt 1 1971 1 A Middle 

n Ages romp starring Frankie Howerd in the 
dual roles of the lowly Lurkalot and 
Richard the Uonbeart. Directed by Bob 
hetlet (T) (731662) 

2.40 Springhill (59543351 

3.45 The King Steps Out (1936. biW). A 

m vintage romantic operetta starring Grace 
Moore. Frieda Inescourt and Francbot 
Tone. Directed by Josef von Sternberg 
(201402) 

5.15 Desire (r) (T) (96778) 


Singer Olivia Newton John (8pm) 

8.00 Fame and Fortune The lifestyle ot Olivia 
Newton John <r) (5110906) 

820 5 News <T) (5026513) 

9.00 Shy People (1987) with Barbara Hershey 

H and Jill Clayburgh A drama about the 
relationship between a career woman 
and her 16-year-old daughter Directed 
by Andrei Konchalovsky (10446616) 
11.15 La Femme Niktta Adventures ol a lethal 
female secret agent (3533971 1 
12.10am Lexx: The Dark Zone Stories Sci-fi 
dramas (9448730) 

2.00 Family Sins (1987) starring James 

M Parentino and Jill Bkenberry A drama 
that goes under the suriace ol a 
supposedly happy family life. Directed by 
Jerroid Freeman (1940486) 

3.40 The Cimarron Kid (1951) A western 

m advenlure starring Audi? Murphy and 
Beverly Tyler, directed by Bud Boetticher 
(52897310) 

525 Night Stand Spoof chat shew 
(67098020) 

520 100 Per Cent (r) (7915556) 


S AT ELLIT E ANLLcSb l*Er? 




• For further listings see 
Saturday’s lotion 
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I.ooam .r -my, — ■■T’ 
f>-:■ - J. 

SKY BOX OFFICE _ 

Sky * pay - mr wW w t moirtr cftann*»»._ 

- a .-, :.»* ;;i:rr £ 2?"*I ?vCSrs 

.- ETJ8 .iw; 

= - ■ 0??.r= : K- 

The Ghm&ar Man {1996} 

\m . L. _.\ ! r 3'o&.’—r?" 

Jingle Alt tins Way 1 1MF, 

JUDGEMENT NtGHT USA _-.-S 
- Spm r ,j> act : 


V • .- --"y'-l- Ki.’-e- 

7*-e Long bn (1096) 

SKY MOVIES SCREEN 1 _ 

ft OU*r. Tha Non*y *** 

■- &mrdtn9 Taw f lWW 

’ r v.so Picnic a Hanging Roefc 
M975I 11^0 Sw* 

Game |1MG) I 1- z °P ,n w . , jf5 

Halt: Boet ’n‘ PtoH (iWH 
1ZC Acwha ChrisfM’a Murdar 
Uiro-a {1SE5) “■■•.’K 500 
awGwm(iM« . ■--- 7.0CUtraeJcW 
!4I»S^>1«M) ■#- «.00H«»OTa 

PWOWI line.) --.^Cr-rr 11.10 tee 
v.i. tvad 

rmM 110631 .’;***•' i^SamTbaGooo 
Sen iiWTi " 2-5® O" 6 * * e,w 

Warriors {TOftT .iC OT) 
norv iitiM*. rt-T-Z 
SKY MOVIES SCREEN 2 _ 

(Urn Snow WUhi ** rhrm * 


Stooges (1961) (3854® 6.00 MuncMe 
Strfltaa Bock (1965) (5972S) 1000 Tkn* 
Warrtor Journey to tha Magic Cavern 
ness) -4J7&3, 12.00 A Tree Grom in 
Brooklyn (IMS) (530319061 O10p» 
CtvtotRws Evory Day (1»01 (839 797, 

4.00 Snow Whlto wd tha Throe Stooge 
11961) -6971'. 840 Invlatoto Mom (1995) 
.i<’09i 400 Her Oeeporato Ctioto 
(1995) 1 2357) iare The juror (1996) 
J4S32190I 12 . 10 am The TBonlc (1996) 
.11046776) 2^40 Lord of IBuatOhS (1905) 
.930327, 4.40 TTw Dragon That Woa nX 
or Wea He? U (7344B461 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

COOpm Weat Skie Story (itel) 
'3209513) SJ0 Another WwmW 
40532771 BJOO Hoefcy IV f*f 3 ®**’ 

10 DO Candyman p9B2> (815M19) 11A0 
Kioto FU flBTI) (3326884) 12J5am V«w 
Wn Mrvar Lmbr (1M2) (5ii7ii7J 
“zoStoe Greek (1964) (80791845. 


angsm WCW M»» ( 5 M 1 M 74 , SJ» 
Whore Eagiea Do«o (1968) j58"l3093i 

orgZrt 

2.15am Where Eagle* Dare (1969) 

.■.5=J3a;7iSi»C»se 

SKY SPORTS 1 _. 

y en— SfxXS Centw C1451) 720 Wws- 
-TQ '13277; SD 0 Sports Centre (45513) 
9 <W Paong Nw*® i320R?’i ftDO AetobCS 
7 £j 55 i 10 .W Spar&h Pnitwra Uga 
12.00 aerooas (29a»i IZDOpm 
8-5 SSI CouTOCmr, ,76971) 1.00 WoriC 

ixr W taws® , 1J0 ^ 

• 7£242» 2 °r» Pool Motaxii &¥■ — Li«e 
"■^451) 5.00 Erireme Sporr (2364) 5DO 
FoM Couni GOA’S, (754 Bi M0iSwrtS 
tencWeSC; 7DO ag F.ghi Cwankwr, 

7A0 Poo 1 : Moscwb Cup — Lwe 
(722971’. IOlOO Spcfls Ce rtre 
11.00 hoc nc Pegs (34977j 1Z00 

.Jjir e wi IJML PoMr*4p (72a7Sl 
(tOOMoW me Sk*- ^ i 529071 
Specs CertfrC (JSOO’J 


SKY SPORTS 2 


7J30a*n Aerobes ,9639722, 7J0 

(96255751 400 ^'£3 ^ 

Srsyis =£3 a£ 77, 12JXJ FoorJa 0« 
(53ai97!> l2J0pm The Rug- 
»on Women 


DevwxWe 12031703) 2JSO Wono ol SaAng 
(66361601 3.00 Bn RgM CarWcwn 
(205063SI 330 Trans World Spon 
12390635) 4.30 Poswrooa and JeishiWorW 
(662361&SJX) BMX (2034680) 6X0 High 5 
(56441091 SJ0 World Sport Special 
(6626161) 7.00 Fj&iam a BurJey —Lwe 
<65i0650i ia00 NHL Pcnwereee* 
(2442*26) 11JW Trans World Spon 
(9542242) 12.00 BMX (499ai£0) 1.00am 
H^n 5 195480491 1J0 Exnpmg Spon 
(464»46i 2M SfJOiTb Cm* (3261*07) 
3.00 FooUjaR (7BH3B5) 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

i2JX3pm Trans iVortd Spon iB1371160) 
1 AO Tight unes i81284600) 2J» Bobby 
Cnalren’s Foort«fl Scraptiook (323766001 
aao NHL PowetweaJc (638282771430^The 
Rugby Out) (540201011 8 l 00 HHL 
Powerweek (01377364) 7J» Momraporl 
Porsrtie Super Cep 15653288*I 8jO0 NBA 
Cftcacp Buis ir La Uton (56625546) 
10.00 Wresting (3562S34S) 12J» dose 

EUROSPORT __ 

7.30am Uotore Magenne (616851 BJ0 
Btasvon World Cup — Uve (54451) 10J0 
Skiing. Women's World Cup Dcwnfiia — 
Live (73161) If JO BraWon- Wcrid Cup - 
Ln* (8023277) 12.15pm FIFA Certedfiia- 
liens Cup Seov-Fnei — Lve (580628) 2.15 
mrernanonal Mororsports Magfldne 
(33461613.15 SKmg- Women’s World Dip 
DwmW (4343736I A0Q FIFA Contedea 
Cup Semi-Fmal — bw (419155) 7 JO 
WCild Supercrosa ChemprcreO^i (26346) 
8.00 Sports Ca (35093) 9JO Ofympia 
IntemKiOnal - LJW (16426) 10.30 facto# 
(46i90» 12.30am Oose 

UK GOLD _ .. 

7 00 am Sufeeye (4366703) 7JS Notfv 

bou« (4086668J MO DossiMds 

(2224277) BJ5 EaaEndWS I67S1242) 9J0 
Tne BA I699CW01 9JO Howards' Way 
(»0Ce42l 10u08 Bless Ihs House 

i >4417031 lOJOSuSwenc I6806884) 11 M 
Boer, 18O&6690) 12.00 Crossroads 
■461566351 12J5 Neighbours (46153722) 
MJSS Eesfnders (208443a 1 JO HrDe-Hi 
,42^451) 2.10 ICeepno Up Appearances 
(6&l90&3j 2^0 Las Ol me Surona Wine 
(32«2B&4) 3 JO Tna W I3842S4S| COO JuF 
^ (38674345) 5JB Eas£rders 

( 1138625 ! 5^0 Fu» House (5201066) 6J0 
Trial's Srawousmesa (8537895) 7J0 Last 
oi tie Summer Wine (1477613) 7A5 Are 
you Bai«g Ser«d7 (BS42CC0) C20 Ka4p«g 
Up ado carances (8429001) 9.00 Tne 










B— 

The yowig Slmba with his evfl Unde Scar (Disney Channel, 7.30pm) 


11732797) BJO Aul iMedasehen. Pa 
(97592971) 10JS Cormc Smp (32611567) 
11.40 Besi m OKJ Grev WhsKe Tea 
(9740906112.15am Rock Goes 10 CoSege 
(9572608) 1JM Ploflle (8634001) 1.10 Live 
at Jongleurs (9111223) VtO Miami vte 
(2160575) 2JO Shoppmg (8201827) 

GRANADA PLUS _ 

6.00am The Box (8073258) TJX) Coronfr 
MO St (6317513) 7 JO Familes 184CS548) 
MO B*nd Dare (6033567) 9J0 warm 
These Wefts (4955838) 10JO Donahje 
(64964321 11J0 Hen u Hail (6312066) 
12.00 CoronaLoti St (8821890) 12J0pW 
FamSes (2391345) 1JO On the Buses 
(8316064) 1JO Please Sri (2360616) 2J0 
The Good uuys (7904906) SJO Donahue 
(7138648) 4J» Mfealon - fenpeentxa 

(7044155) 5.00 Howai Fm^-O (39851611 
MO Famies (7258722) 6J0 Coronahon S4 
(72490741 7.00 Blind Date (6783665) MO 
Hart 10 Han (96326131 MO CiVcnahgn St 
,71435671 BJO Hale and Pace (2311109) 
iuottofr FrreO (1331646) 11J» dost 

CARLTON SELECT (cable) 

EJOpm Grtdkxx (23366105) SJO Hey Dad 
H (2860S987) BJO BtxUxaWs (28521600) 
6 JO A Coumrv Pracice (28618180) 7.00 


Qai Bao i&i$G2249i 7JO Duty Free 
(28614364) MO Blue Heelers (56629364) 
9.00 Lovejoy (665366001 10.00 The Good 
Sex Guide (224183641 10 JO Coins and 
Maccnie'e More Chib [22321064) 11 JO St 
Ebemheie [84335074) 12.00 Fast Fcrward 
(6K92440) IZJOsrn Talas ot the Urr?- 
peoed (54914556) 1.00 Justice (88047001) 

PBNEY CHANNEL _ 

BJOm UndM the Umbrella Tree SJO 
Rosie and Jvn BAS Wmni* Ihe Pooh 7JO 
AatMin The Sews 7JO Te« Avery MO 
Onosaurs BJO Bonkers MO Gumm Bears 
BJO Cttp n' Dale Rescue Rarigers 9J5 
Smas siones 10JO Sesame Street 11,00 
Wriree the Fooh 11.1S ftos»i and .lir» 11JS 
sing Me a Swn, reih Bade 12J0 Tois TV 
l~ nC(mi Wrn« the Pooh 1 JO Sessmu 
Sutel 2.00 Amasng Arvreale 2J0 Gummi 
Beers 3.00 Tale Spin 3J0 Goof Troop 4J0 
Timan and Pumoaa 430 Recess SJO 
Brand Spank^io rtew Doug 5J0 Peopei 
Am 6.00 kighsnare Ned BJO Smart Guy 
7 JO The Wa>TW Mamteao 7 JO RLRt The 
lien lOng 9JO Sucond Noah 10J0 Close 

FOX KIDS NETWORK 

SJOam Dettv end His FnendsfiJO Bity the 
Cat 7JO Firocchu 7JO Power Rangers 


zeo 8.00 Big Bad BeeUetogs BJO MasxeC 
Rider 9.00 Trie Magic Box BJO Oudtey me 
Dragon 10J0 mspecior Gad gel 10J0 
Samurai Ptea i^als 11.00 Sweet Vate, 
High 12J0 Ace Venn,,a IZJOpm Casper 
1 JO The Tick 1 JO Iron Man 2.00 Famasuc 
Four 2J0 Power Rangers Zeo 100 Bed 
Beetle Dorgs SJO Masked Rider 4.00 Atse 
Ventura 4 JO Casper SJO The TcK SJO X 
Men 800 Sademan SJO Sweet Valley 
High 7 JO dose 


0.00am Hapcrfy Ever Alter 830 Bobby's 
World 7J0Spkbu 7.30 Denras me Menace 
BJO Batman BJO Batman 9.00 Eentwrerm 
Jm 9J0 Romuald the Rein**, a.43 
Rorruald me Reindeer 10JO Oscar’s 
Orchestra 10JO Ftasn Gordon 11 JO 
tznogoud 11 JO Glamor 12.00 Spvou 
12J0pre Sone 1J0 Batman 1 JO AJ’s 
Time Traveler-. 2-00 Iznogoud 2J0 Flash 
Gordon 3 JO Sonic 3J0 Eontwwm J,m 
4 JO Denrus the Menace 4 JO Batman 

CARTOON NETWORK 

All your lavourie canoons breadcas frcri 
6.00am io OJOpm. seven days a ureev. 

NICKELODEON _ 

EJOoiti KJei Tooiaiass 6 JO Aaahh 1 Rea) 
Monsters 7 JO Hev Amoldl 7JO Rugrals 
BJO Doug BJO Nererertfinq Storv 9.00 
CBBC10J0 Where’s House 10JQ BaMr 
11.00 Mage Schcxil Bus 11 JO Bananas in 
Pyjamas 12J0 Psldington Beat eic 
12J0pm Lfftte Red Tracix ale 1.00 Dr 
SeuSS 1 JO une Bear Stones 2.00 Arwnai 
Show 230 CB8C 330 Rocka’Doug 4 JO 
Angry Beams. 4JD Ffugrats 5.00 Stsier 
Skki 5l 30 Kenan and Kd 6 JO Sabnna trie 
Teenage Witch BJO Moesna 7JO Close 

TROUBLE _ 

12J0pm Swen's Crossing 1230 Ready or 
Nor 1.00 Mad&on 1JC Cafilama Dreams 
2.00 Saved by the Bril 2J0 Swans 
Ci04$*ig 3JO No Naked Flamet 3J0 
Ready (V NcJ 4.00 Saved by- the Ball 4 JO 
USA High 5JO Hangtime 630 Cal,rams 
Dreams BJO Sbsi BJO Madson 7.00 
Hangtme 730 USA Hejh 8.00 Close 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

5.00pm Cross Wits SJO Move an Up SJ0 
Famiy Fommes SJO Caichphrase 7.15 
The S84.DOO Question BJO SpH Second 
BJO kaiaoke Challenge 9.15 Wmrat Takes 
Al 10.00 Treasure Hunt 11 .IS 


'Challenge 12J0 Say me Word 12J0am 
Han io han 1 JO The Big VaHey 2J0 
Naiionai Geography; E^roier 3J0 Me and 
me Boys 4.DO Akens Ned Door 4 JO Jngie 
Be# Rap 5.00 Scraenshop 

BRAVO _ 

8.00pm The ArTeam (474&15S) 9J0 Tour 
ol Duty 14832819) 10JO The Red Shoe 
Danes (5924364) 10.45 FILM: Good Cop. 
Bad Cop (1983) (WOWS 11 12.45am 
Beverly Hitts Bordello (5324759) 1.15 The 
Red Shoe Danes 12314020) 2J0 Beverly 
H#ls Bordeflo 1 3331557) 2J0 FILM: The 
Vampire Lovers (1971) (27987301 4JO 
Family Dog (5938371) 5.00 Slarsfry and 
Hutch (55500491 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7.00pm Grace Under Pro (7242) 7JO 
Rcoeanne (55671 BJO Eton [S8SC> SJO 
CyM (2i?H 9 JO Cheers (t r97i) 9J0 Tad 
(67277) 10J0 Moray Python Usre a; me 
HoByiMxd Beret (5672ZI 11JO Eten 
(58141) 12J0 Roseanne iES372) 12J0am 
MQhtssand (73223i 1.00 Soap 1463391130 
Taw (524881 ZJDO Paramtxrt Presents 
181575) 2J0 Grace Under F»c fi3310)3JO 
CytJl (26575) SJO The Kennv Everett Show 
(84662) 4.00 Close 

THE SC1-R CHANNEL 

SJOpm Strangs (3944074) 9JO FILM: 
The Torture Garden (1968) (3947)61) 
11J0 Fnpay the 13lh (6256816) 12J0 
Settings (9588448) I.OOom The T«,Bra» 
Zone (9454081) 1 JO Tam of ih* Une*po«a- 
CO 13266391) ZJO Dak Shadow-o 
(7388862) ZJO New Allied Hichcack 
|73744») 3.00 Fnflav the 13ih (9166001) 
4 JO Close 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

6.00am The Joy ot Panting 630 Garden¬ 
ers' Duiy 10.00 Garden Patty 1030 New 
Yankee Workshop 11.00 Hosted on Fisfv 
ng 1130 Hometfcne 12J0 The- Qcerrian 
1230pm Hamrrer n Hone 1 JO Van Can 
Cock 1 JO CuHedcma.*M 2.00 Fimaurp on 
the Mend 230 Anuaues Trait 3.00 Two s 
Country 330 Home Agan 4.00 Ciose 

DISCOVERY _ 

4.00pm Sush Tucker Man 13756797! <30 
R^ratiM [3558109) 5.00 Apcyjrv Warrior; 
(80765671 530 Beyond 2GCtl (35521611 
6.00 LhtMned Amdctna (9390619) 7.00 
Arthur C Clarke s Mysienocs Wonc 
180567031 7JO Dossier (36598381 8.00 


Meerkats C,shon ol me kjiahan i4£T552?i 
9J0 Forenste Detecrrws i4B38D93i 10.00 
Medea Ddecuves ,606 Jd3Si 10J0 Meai 
cri Detectives i6S95'55111.00 Weapons ■?“ 
War <3911797) 12.00 Ths D«nun 
)7t 41643) 12J0am Vi’reri huts (77522251 
1 JO Disasier (6S88010) 1 JO Brnrotvi 2000 
(9744827) 2J0 Octse 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

7J0pm F ■picfiw (87181091 8.00 Alncan 
Odyssey [87945291 9.00 Fl^tu Over Ainca 
(8707(83) 10.00 Brutal Kinship JTOOtaCi 
11.00 Alter me Hurrcanes 0736425) 11 JO 
Can’t Drown Thrs Tcrwvr. (-£969191 12.00 
Exptorcr (2596778) I.OOam Close 

TRAVEL (cable) _ 

12J0pm Rod's Indian WtJketot,: 1 JO A -2 
Med 1 JO Across rhe Lro 2J0 Cues .m Ihe 
World 2J0 Gatheungs sme Cetefcrarons 
SJKt Fwrrarf ot Ireland 3J0 Ks**ai 
Ameniuies Across Eu,?pe 4JO Around 
Bream 4J0, jieq s World 5.00 V.VI arsl Wild 
530 Reel Wond 8-00 The Riidure W 
Ftancfc 630 On Ihe Horizon 7.00 Gora 
Places BJO No Tiuckrn Hoittif) BJO 
Scons Salans 9 JO Scandinavian Summeii 
10.00 Gflltienrsjs and Criebraticms 10J0 
On Tour 11 JO travel Lit* 12J0 Oose 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

4J0pm Weapons al War 3721 5.00 

Ancrern Mysiene? (5475364; 7JO Biogra¬ 
phy Sriomor, and >3443155'! 8.00 
Close 

CARLTON FOOD (cable) 

12.00pm Food Network Da*/1230 Jare 
Asher l Twei'.-e Days a Crratr-a; 1.00 
Food tor Thought 130 Tive’ve ?i 
Chrrymas 2.00 Hudson and Has 230 
Food twiAorV Carfy SJO Fianch Lunch 
330 Giariarr. hart > hitcnen 4 JO idesi 
Herne Cocte 430 Fianet tijsr. SJO Oaf 

LIVING _ 

6.00am Tiny Liurg BlOO Why Me'* BJO Tne 
Gordon Eftott SJvv. 10-10 Jen-, Cpruvgs 
11.00 The Young and me floaiest 11J5 
Mysteries. Mage ard Maaoes 1235pm 
Jimmy’s 1.00 Cheep O: 130 
Steady. Cwk 2J5 Han it Har 3.00 L't i; 
Traw 4.10 Jeny Spnnger SJO R>:oaa 
SJO Cheap 0*c BJO Ready. Steady 'C3»> 
7.00 Rescue 911 730 :;k4 

and Mtacm &J0 Adtenairn 3uhk«i 9J0 
FILM: SiM-Dmfl 10JS Se> L'e 11.30 

More S&. Ldfe 12.00 Oose 
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EQUESTRIANISM 44 

Showtime lights 
up opening day 
at Olympia 



BOXING 46 

Hamed’s backers 
left to wait for 
audience reaction 



FRIDAY DECEMBER 191997 


HoUioake confident of tour de force in Champions Trophy final 


England wary of Lara’s threat 


From Michael Henderson 


in shariah 


ONE more river to cross, one 
more match to play, and 
England can return home far 
Christinas satisfied with a job 
well done. They must be 
considered favourites to beat 
West Indies in die final of the 
Champions Trophy today 
because they have won their 
three matches to get there. But 
it would be wise ro tread 
carefully in case the Lara 
volcano discharges lava 
across the outfield. 

In short order. England 
have beaten India. West In¬ 
dies and Pakistan and showed 
that they can defend a total as 
well as chase one. The batting 
is functioning reasonably, the 
bowling has been disciplined, 
the fielding excellent and the 
spirit in the side is worth an 
extra player. They are ready 
for this match and will not be 
too disappointed that West 
Indies are their opponents. 

Adam HoUioake, who will 
be confirmed as captain for 
the last leg of the West Indies 
tour sometime next week, cut a 
confident figure yesterday. He 
knows he has good men under 
his command who can be 
trusted not to fold under 
pressure, and knows also that 
the force is with England, who 
came here largely unheralded 
but who have impressed ev¬ 
erybody with the thorough¬ 
ness of their cricket. 

Victory today would not 
prepare the ground for the 
tour of the West Indies, which 
starts next month, but it would 
remind people that England 
are not the international door¬ 
mats on whom every team 
wipes its feet. Furthermore, if 
the five men who go on from 
this tournament to the Carib¬ 
bean take with them some¬ 
thing of the purpose and unity 
that has been so apparent 
here, England will go into the 
Test series feeling ten feet tall. 

HoUioake thought it was 
“the duty of the five players 
who are here to take that 
positive thinking to the West 
Indies”. He said: 'There is no 
reason why the attitude we 
have shown here should not 
be carried on there.” Praising 
the spirit in the side, he said it 
had been a doddle to lead. 

England will probably field 
the team that has won the 
three matches to date, al- 



David Lloyd, the England coach, watches Adam HoUioake practise before the match against West Indies today. Photograph: Ian Waldie 


though Ashley Giles, the War¬ 
wickshire left-arm spinner, 
might get a game if a second 
slow bowler is required. West 
indies played three spinners 
against India and they took all 
the wickets that feU to bowlers. 
Pakistan fielded four against 
England, three of them wrist 
spinners. On these turning 
pitches, the back-of-the-hand 
bowler who uses the rough 
outside the right-hander’s leg 
stump presents quite a chall¬ 
enge and West Indies have one 
in Rawl Lewis. 

Because England have been 
so successful it has not proved 
possible to give games to 
Giles. Ben HoUioake or Peter 
Martin. "After the first match 
we were in a situation where 
we wanted to keep the same 
side and when we won again it 



No 1281 


ACROSS 

1 Trifling fault (10) 

4 Friendly (7) 

10 Film (5) 

11 Show resentment (4) 

12 Unmarried woman (8) 

14 Constricted (6) 

15 Flushed; very busy (6) 

18 Naughty behaviour (8) 

20 (Cap) peak; (glass) be full (4) 
22 Month to be in England 
{Browning) (5) 

25 Tumultuous reception (7) 

24 One keen to secede (10) 


DOWN 

2 Napoleon exile island (4) 
Eerie (6) 

Insane (8) 

Tweed greenish mixture (5) 
Obsessed brain (3-5,4) 
Gov't revenue-raising 

8 Supporting column (6) 

13 Caver (8) 

16 Sluggish, dormant (6) 

17 Rebellion (6} 

19 Belt for fastening (5) 

21 Succeed in (exam): freeen- 
try ticket (4) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1280 

ACROSS: 1 Pop-up 7 Artisan 8 Valiant 9 Spinach 

II Detour 1? Pizzicato 15 Crocodile l9Eogds 21 Mattios 
23 Hurdler 24 Mulatto 25 Pep up 

DOWN: 1 Paved 2 Palate 3 Play up 4 Pats 5 Picnic 
6 Paucity 10 Puzzle 12 Ridden 14 Breakup 16Catnap 
17 Entrap 18 Dewlap 20 Scrap 22 Shop 


TH E ES BOO KSHOP 


NEW TIMES CROSSWORD TITLES NOW AVAILABLE! 

The times Two Crassffurds fltook 7- EZflSS, The Times;T *m Cnwswnnh (Book 20 Crane - 
tetsj. The Tien Jumbo Crosswords Boca J h avadanr to Tens reader* for jmt £4 |rrp 
£4.<N) while supplies Iasi from The Times Bwjfcshop. 

Times Campion- Cnxenwds m disk may alu be oneied. with bee ifofiverv. along with 
any other bow troth The Unas Bookshop 

To order, sbnply dll 0990 134 459 for credit card frtws or for further details. Ifpaying by 
tie make payahk n News fisdw/Cwsswnrda and send Be The Tma 
1 345, Rdncwth. TWIJYX. DriUwtj in lO-Hdavs and subject to avmbbihiy 


became difficult to chuck the 
others into the heat of battle." 
Adam HoUioake said. There 
are no games in between to 
find out if they are in form or 
out of form, so you're better off 
sticking with what you know.” 

The captain is aware that 
the middle order needs to 
make more runs. “I've made 
the mistake of playing as I 
would do in England and I've 
been caught on the boundary 
a couple of times." he said. “I 
realise now that it was a 
mistake to attack as soon as I 
came in " Only Stewart the 
player of the tournament has 
succeeded in taking the 
bowlers on. 

Somehow, England are 
finding enough runs to win. 
and there must be a good 
chance that Hick or Thorpe 
will explode today. They may 
have to, because Lara is due a 
big innings and. in this form 
of cricket Hooper is a handy 
batsman. 

How many people wifi at¬ 
tend the final is hard to gauge. 
The local support for India 
and Pakistan is enormous, but 
there should be a few more 
expatriate EngUsh folk on the 
ground than have been seen so 
far. The England team may 
have noted that when the 
Indians went home yesterday, 
their tails between their legs, 
the selectors promptly 
dropped six players for the 
forthcoming one-day matches 
against Sri Lanka and admon¬ 
ished Mohammad Azharud- 
din. the previous captain, for 
not doing his best Whatever 
happens today, England have 
certainly done their best this 
week. All they have to do now 
is win. 

ENGLAND (probate): A J Hofia&a leap- 
ten). A O Bnwn, A J SBnart. N V KrtgW. G 
A Hsk. G P Thoipe. M A EaJham. 0 R 
Brawn. M V Homing. RDB Craft. D W 


Optimism of holders is 
shattered by Australia 


NAGPUR (England won 
toss): Australia beat England 
by eight wickets 


From Thrasy Pftropouios 
IN NAGPUR 


THE England women's team 
suffered a rude awakening in 
the World Cup yesterday 
when Australia dismissed 
them for % with a ruthless 
exhibition of the standard of 
play that is required if they 
are to harbour any hopes of 
retaining their wo rid crown. 

Four successive victories by 
England may have been bene¬ 
ficial for confidence, but it 
was obvious that they were 
unprepared for the speed and 
intensity with which Austra¬ 
lia play their cricket 

The dismissal of Charlotte 
Edwards, whose background 
in boys* cricket should have 


SCOREBOARD 


ENGLAND . 

C Edwaids bRlzpatriek.....0 

J 8rffin b Mason____7 

B Danfefe c CaJwr b Magna-«;_23 

S Metcalfe c and b Mapio-14 

tJ Cassar run out-...... t 

*K Smites b Magno_ 2 

K Ung twb Magno_ 0 

icRalonb 


M Regard c flatten b Repatriate_23 

C Connor b Fitzpatrick.___1 

S Redtem run out_ _2 

C Taylor nofoul-0 

Extras (b 5, to4, w 13)-- __32 

Total (49.4 ovore)-85 


FALL OF WtCrETS. 1-4. 2-30, MB. 4-45. 
5-54. 8-58, 7-59. 8-74. M6 
BOWLING: FtaWndk 9.4-M5-3. Cahw 
8-3-1 1-0: Mason 104-22-1: Fahey 10-3-13- 
O: Magno 9-5-10-4. Rattan 3-1-5-0 
AUSTRALIA 

*B Clark c BntWl b Reynard-40 

J Broadbent c Cassat b Taylor..1 

MGoszkonot out-.... El 

K RoBon not oui--- -4 

ToUpwfcb. 27.5 oven)-!_98 


WEST ITCHES (probable V CAWaJSft(capt- 
aMI. S C WSams. P A Waflace. B C Lara, S 
CfendapauL CL Hooper. PV Simmons. D 
Whams. R N Lamfe. F A Rose. M V Otton 


M Jones. S Catwr. TJ Price. O Magno. A 
Fahay, C FCjHfeck and C Mason did not bSL 
FALL OF WtCXETS l-a 2-59. 

BOWING Tayta 9-1-20-1: Smtthtea 95-1- 
3441; ReynadtirO-29-1; Lang 30-164) 
Umpires Senes Phartar and 0 K her. 


p rep a red her for genuine pace 
bowling, set the tone for the 
England innings. Edwards 
hardy laid bat on ball before 
she was bowled without scor¬ 
ing, beaten as much for paoe 
as movement off the pitch by 
Catherine Fitzpatrick. ' 

For a while, Jan Brittin and 
Barbara Daniels repelled the 
onslaught but Brittin was 
bowled by Mason, and Dan- 
ids gave her wicket away, 
polling a long hop bum 
Olivia Magno straight to 
backward square-leg. 

That wickjrt was foe start of 
an extraordinary spell by 
Magno. foe leg spinner, 
which saw her take four 
wickets for ten runs in nine 
overe. Magno started with an 
attacking field of slip, guDy 
and siUy point,. but so 
hypnotised were foe players 
by foe combination of flight 
and control that she was still 
able to dictate terms. 

The dismissal of Clare Con¬ 
nor was indicative of En¬ 
gland’s batting. When 
Fitzpatrick was brought back 
in the 42nd over, Connor 
stepped away and exposed aQ 
three stumps to a straight ball. 
Melissa Reynard at least 
showed what coaid be done 
by hitting three defiant 
boundaries late in the innings 
before holing out to mid-off 

Australia then showed the 
wicket bdd no - demons by 
reaching their target for the 
loss of only two wickets, 
although the England 
bowlers gave a decent account 


of themselves. Karen Smith¬ 
ies. the England captain, said: 
“We didn’t really apply our- 
sdves here. We knew it would 
be very, very different bom 
the last three games. It needed 
someone to be watchful told 
get used to foe pace of the ball, 
whidi no one really did." 

Both teams were already- 
assured of their quarterfinal 
places, but the resilt means 
that Australia will play in 
Lucknow tomorrow and Eng¬ 
land are in Chandigarh on 
Sunday. They will face other 
Sri Lanka'. or Holland, 
though it was uncertain who 
will play whom because Sri 
Lanka mid Holland finished 
equal on points in pool B and 
foe organisers have yet to 
announce the final platings: 


Hoddle 

welcomes 



visitors 

By Matt Dickinson 


THE World Cup may: be six 
months away, but Glenn 
Hoddle can already be[ satis¬ 
fied with his preparations. The 
Fbotball Association con¬ 
firmed last night that Chile 
- and Saudi Arabia wifi be two. 
of England’s opponents in.the 
build-up to France 35 and far 
Hoddle, the com*, that al¬ 
ready represents a minor 
.victory.-- - - - 

He believes that the two 
countries wflP"' provide 
similar challenge to that 
which:his team will face in 
group G from Colombia and 
Tunisia respectively. ~We toe 
looking to develop a balanced 
and -helpful; fixture list be¬ 
tween now and the start of 
the World Cup, and both 
Chile and Saudi Arabia have 
qualified for France," Hoddle 
said • . # -. 

“Chile are cfeariy similar in 
style to Colombia, and die 
same can be fold of Saudi 
Arabia, in comparison with 
Tunisia- We have other .fix¬ 
tures to-confirm, notably in 
March,-April and foe end of 
May but. so far.T am pleased 
with the progress.* . 

CJtoe will, provide En¬ 
gland’s next opponents, at 
Wembley on February u. The 
South: Americans, drawn 
against Italy, Cameroon and 
Austria in the finds, toe lflwfy 
to feature Ivan Zarnorano, "the 
Internationale forward, and 
Marcello Salas, the River 
Elate forward, who now looks 
destined to join his compatriot 
in Sene A after' Mandiester 
Uni tod's decision to withdraw 
their interest in hnn. 

On May 23, Saudi Arabia 
will provide England's final 
opponents, on home soil 
before they leave foe country 
to begin their feuti prepara¬ 
tions for the tournament. Sau¬ 
di Arabia .are in foe same- 
group as Fiance. South Africa 
and Denmark. 

Hoddle baa yet to decide 
whether England wifi head. 
straight from London to Mo¬ 
rocco for- afour-team -tourna¬ 
ment foe -following week. 
However, It seems, increasmg- 
ly likely that England's prepa¬ 
rations will' condude with a 
sped!' in Spain or Portugal, 
with the La Manga goif resort 
in. Spain' .a possible, desti¬ 
nation-- - 

' TheFootbaD Association is 
in disoitoion wifo foe Portu¬ 
guese FA about a possible 
match In Lisbon. 


.. Owen warned,.page 44 
Pleat summoned, page44 
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Barmy Sa 


Baker-Finch hits new low 


O ne of the glories of golf 
is that it is a game that 
can be played in the 
head as well as on the ground. 
You can envisage a round of 
golf in the mind's eye before 
dropping off to sleep just as 
easily as you can play 18 holes 
and win or lose a friendly side 
bet to a playing partner. 

But therein lies the rub. 
Because golf can be played so 
vividly in the mind, it can 
become a form of mental 
torture. Your results on a golf 
course often depend on your 
state of mind off it 
Just ask (an Baker-Finch, 
the W91 Open champion. Or 
rather, do not he has had 
enough. Baker-Finch’s Conn 
spectacularly left him in 1993 
and, since then, he has man¬ 
aged to play all four rounds in 
only three out of 22 tourna¬ 
ments in Australia. In this 
time, he has won less than 
£ 2 , 000 . 

When became to Britain, he 
was just as bad. Never to be 
forgotten by anyone who saw 
it was his round of 92 at Royal 
Troon in the Open 


John Hopkins offers 


sympathetic advice 


to the tormented 


1991 Open champion 


Championship this year, but 
because he had competed with 
some success in several pro- 
ams in Queensland recently, 
Baker-Finch was tempted 
bade into competition at 



’Baker-Finch: agony 


Coolum, near Brisbane yester¬ 
day. ?■ 

The Australian -thotighr he 
had built up.defences that 
were impeneteableeveri by the 
insidious imposters known as\ 
uncertainty and anxiety. Hfe 
was being optirmstfc. If itlakes 
time for scars on foe; body to 
heaL then h must for scars 'on 
the mind to do the same. 

In the first round. Baker- 
Finch disqualified himself 
after he had played eigh 1 holes 
and was already six over par. 
Having hit two balls into 
water on his ninth hole, he lost 
his temper and railed at 
journalists for wanting to 
watch him instead of someone 
playing well. 

“Feeble are sick of hearing 
whal I had,” Baker-Finch said. 
“They want to know what foe 
1 scores are. I came here to 
ave some fun this week and 
play with a mate, but you just 
couldn't leave me alone. I am 
not really well enough to play 
professionally. It's no fan." If 
golf is no fort*, then the best 
tiling to do is to stop playing. 
Every amateur knows that 


HARRODS AIRPORT 


SHOPS. 


PERFECT FOR ALL THOSE 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


YOU DON’T KNOW YOU 5 VE 


FORGOTTEN. 







.Harrods would like to i^mind customers that 
air-side shops at Heathrow Terminals 3 and 4, Gatwick South 
Ter minal and Manchester Terminal l are open for any 
last minute Christmas shopping. Among the gift items.avtolable 
are Harrods Christmas puddings, Harrods traditional-, 
teas and . biscuits andj of eourse, this' year’s ^Harrods .Christmas - 
teddy bear. So, come Christmas Day, the people you 
almost forgot will never realise’you almost forgot them. 



Harrods Ltd., KnighUbndge, London SW1X7XL TeL 0171-7301234/ ' 
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